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The Committee meet regularly at the Bible House, 146^ Queen 
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Half-past Eleven o'clock ; and oftener, as business may require.- 



Secretaries. 
The Rev. John Shaep, m.a. The Rev. W. Major Pa^ll. 

Superintendent qfthe Translating aaid Editorial Depofl^tmsnt. 
The Rev. William Weight, d.d. 

Sujperintendent qf the IMerwry Depa/rttneni^ 
The R^v. Geo. Wilson, m.a. 

HonoTcmf Home Secreta/ry. 
The Rev. T. Aston-Binns. 
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Mb. Chables Finch. 
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FOEEIGN AGENTS. 



1872. Mr. GusTAVE Monod, 58, 

Eue de Clichy, Pa/ri8, 
1864. Mr. W. H. Kirkpateick, 

5, J?W6 ^e la ffepinih'e, 

BruBsela. ^ 
1882. Mr. H- GfiiELiNGEB, Paua- 

dctmy'^^Utreckt. ' 
1867. Mr;. James Watt,' 33, Wil- 

'Jielrmtrdbsse, B&rlin, S.W. 

1887. Mp. H. JS. MiLLAto, 6, 
* Elistibeihstrasaej Vienna, 

1881. Rev. AuGTu'sTK Mbille; 124, 
Via Sertagli; I^orence. 

1888. Rev/' John Jamesox, 4, 
Leganitos, Madrid, 

1876. Rev. Robebt Stewart, 32, 
Rua Di/reita das Jayiellas 
VerdeSf JLiahon. 

1889. Colonel I. Ravn, Frederiks- 
horggade, Copenhagen: 

1869. Rev.'W. Nicolson, m.'a., Su 
Petershwrg, 

1877. Mr.M. A. Mobbisqk, 0(i^««». 
1860. Rev. A. Thomsoi^, d.d., 

Constantinople, 



1882. Rev. J. Lowitz, Algiers, 

DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 



1880. Rev. R. H. Weakley, 

Alexandria, 
1883. Mr.W. Mackintosh, Tanr 

gier, ' .. 

1890. Rev, T, R. UpnosoN, 

Bushire,. 
18901 Mr. OscAE de Glanyillb, 

Rangoon, 

1882. Mr. J. Haffendbn, Svn^ 
gapore. 

1878. Mr. Samuel Dybe, b.a., 
Shanghai. 

1885. Mr. A. Kenmuee, JShdng- 
haii. * / 

1883. Rev.H.T.RoBJQHNS,'M.A., 

Sydney, 
1888. Rev. Geobgb Davidson, 
M.A., Melbourne. 

1886. Mr.GEOEGEBEAITHWAlTB, 

Tohio, . , 

1888. Mr. Roeco Jetto, Roeario. 

1879. R^v. J. M. Qii DOS Santos, 
Rio de Janeiro: 

1890. Rev. G. 0. Health, Box 6, 
Post Office, Barbados, 



1850, G.X.j:DWABDS,Esq.,7?e<iAi7^. 
18691 Rev. W. Dickens Lewis, 

. M^A., D.D., Shrewsbury^ 
1873. Rev. R. Peekins, Exeter. 
1876. Rev. F. D. Thompson, Leeds, 
1878. Rev. JambsThomas, Zon^^on; 

1880. Rev. Jelinoee E. Symonb, 
F.B.O.S., Liverpool, 

1881. Rev. R. G. Hunt, M,A.y 
Birmingham. 



1882. Rev.. D. Bbodie, London. 
1885. Rev. Edwaed S. Peout, 

M.A., Sunderland. 
1§87. Rev. J. Cynddylan Jones, 

D.D., Cardiff'. 
1891. Rer. E. Georgtf, Derby. 
J 89 1. Rev. W. H. Norman, 

M.A., Cambridge, 



ASSISTANT DISTRICT SECRETARY. 
Rev. Haeby Scott, London. 



HONORARY SOLICITORS. 

Messes. Hollams, Sons, Cowaed 
and Hawksley. 



BANKERS. 

Messes. Williams, Deacon, and 
• Manchestee and Salfoed 
Bank, Limited. 



SubscriptionB tirid Bonationsr are received at the Bible Hcoise ; at the "Society's 
Bankers, 20, Birchin Lane ; and at Messrs. Hoares', Fleet Street ; — advice 
being sent to Mr. Charles Fii^ch, at the Bible House ; to whom Bankers' 
Drafts and Post Office Orders, atb thtO^neral Post Office, should be made payable. 

Telegraphic Address : TESTAMEHTS, LOHBOH. 



189^.] 



HONORARY OOVERl^OlRS FOR LIFE. Tl) 

HONORARY GOVERNORS FOR LIFE, 

Having rendered Essential Services to the Society. 



1862. Rev. W. W. Woodhouse, m.a., Budleich Salterton, Devon. 
1868. Rev. W. Acworth, M.A., Vicar of South Stoke, Bath. 

Hon. Henry Noel, Westboume Terrace, London. 
1870. Mr. Chr. J. Mohn, Bergen, Norway. 

Mr. Tobias Siqveland, ChriEitianasand, Nqiw^. 

Mr. P. Ulstad, Trondhjem, Norway. , 

1874. J. S. Budgett, Esq., iStoke Patk, Cfuildford. 

Rev. G. J. Adeney, Beigate# 

Rev. Canon Christopher, M.A., Rector of St. Aldate's, Oxford. 

Major Richard Fawkes, Seymour Stree^, Fortman Square, W. 

Algernon Peckover, Esq., Wisbech. 
1877. Rev. Canon K.B. Grirdlestone, k.a., Hampst^d^ 

1879. R. M. Middleton, Esq., Northallerton. 

1880. Theodore Harris, Esq., Leighton Buzzard. 

Captain H. M. Jones, v.o., H.B.M. Ministefr Resident, Bangkok. 
Rev. Canon Edmonds, B.D., Esetei. . .,, 

1881. W. Moon, Esq., ll.d., Brighton, 

Rev. Canon Burbidge, 4, Hargreaves Road, Sefton Park, Liverpool. 
"W. H. Warton, Esq. , Brixton. 

1882. E. Cartwright Williams, Esq^ Jersey* 
Rev. W. Johnston, d.d., BeUast. 

Joseph Stratton, Esq., Manningford Bruce, Wilts. 

1883. Rev. Pastor Chiniquy, St. Annje, UL, U.S. A. 
T. White, Esq., The Newlands, Bromsgrove. . 

1886. Rev. Charles Hole, LL.D., Worthing. 
Rev. T. Aston-Binns, Reigate. 
Rev. R. Watts, H.A., Rector of Nailatone. ;' 

G. Thomson, Esq., 89, Drayton Gard^nd, S.W. ' 
Rev. G. Sargeant, Barbados, West Indies. 
James Fran&n, Esq., Chepstow Roftd, OroydOQe 
Ueniy Tottie, Esq., Stockholm. 

1886. C. H. Hooper, Esq., Eastington Lodge, nr. ^tonehouse, Gloacestershire. 

1887. Henry Burlin^ham, Esq., Eve^alki. ' 
Rev. Preb. Jonn Buttanshaw, m.a., Bath. 
James Clark, Esq., Street, Somerset. 

E. A. WalUngford, Esq., St. Ives, Hunts. ' 

1888. J. P. Daniel, Esq., South Petherton, Somerset. 

1889. Rev. F. J. Falding, M.A., d.d., Bradford. 
J. MacGregor, Esq., m.a., Blackheath. 
John Murdoch, Esq., ll.d. 

1890. Rev. Allen T. Edwards, Twickenham. 

F. C^eeve, Esq., g.B., Tunbri4ge Wells. . 
TheoU/»:eiFry,JB!sq., M.P.; Quean Anne'i GUite, d!W. 

1891. T. Fowell Buxton, Esq., 

Rev. J. Chalmers, D.D. , Canton. 

J. Storrs Fry, Ei^., B^^utoL 

Yen. Archdeacon Richardson, Southwark. 

Robert Ingram Stevens, Esq., Hoddesdon. 

1892. Rev. Prebendaiy Stephenson. 
C. F. Foster, Esq. 

Rev. Prebendary Wightman. 
C. J. Plumptre, Esq. 
Rev. Prebendary T^tc. 
Rev. W. S. Swanson. 
H. J. Tomlinson, Esq. 
£. Chambers, Esq. 
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LADY HONOKARY LIFE GOVERNORS. 



1892. The Countess of HaiTOwby. 
Miss AUcard, Maida HUl. 
Mrs. J. Gurney Barclay, Ley ton. 
Miss Barker, Southport. 
Mrs. Bnrdon, Hong Kong. 
Miss Cahill, Richmond. 
Miss E. K. Clifton, Bunbury, W. Australia. 
Mrs. Donaldson-Hudson, Cheswardine. 
Mrs. Jordham, Kensington. 
Miss Johnstone, Sandbach. 
Mrs. Martindale, Brighton. 
Miss Jane Peckover, Wisbech. 
Mrs. Priestman, Sutton; Hull. 
Mrs, C. E. B. Reed, Upper HoUoway. 
Mrs. Sehulhof, Een^cgton. 
Mrs. SneD, Bournemouth. 
Mrs. Steel, Cambridge. 
Mrs. Taylor, Tliombury, Glos, 
Mrs. Taylor, Tunbridge Wells, .. 
Mrs. Tritton, Uppei' Norwood. 
^ Miss Walker, Chester, . 

Mrs. Whittard, Streatham Hill. 



HONORARY FOREIGN MEMBER. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Szdsz, Budapesth. 
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I. The designatioQ of thift Society shaU be the BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, of which the sol^ object shaU be to en- 
courage th^ wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, without note or 
comment: the ^nly copies in the Languages of the United Kingdom, 
to be circulated by the Society, shall be the Authdrlzed Version. 

II. This iBociety shall add its endeavours to those employed by 
other Societies, for circulating the Scriptujre& through' the British 
Dominions : and shall also, according to its ability, extend its iniSuence 
to other countries, whether Christian, Muhammadan, or Pagan. 

III. Each Subscriber of One Guinea annually shall be a Membmr. 
TV. Each Subscriber of Ten Guineas at one time shall be a Member 

for life. 

Y. Each Subscriber of Five Guineas annually shall be a Governor. 

YI. Each Subscriber of Fifty Pounds at one time, or who shall, by 
one additional payment, increase hii^ original Subscription to Fifty 
Pounds, shall be a Cbvemor for Life. 

YII. Governors shall be entitled to attend and vote at all Meetings 
of the Committee. 

YIII. An Executor, paying a bequest of Fifty Pounds, shall be a 
Member for life j -or of One Hundred Pounds, a Governor for life. 

IX. A Conmiittee shall be appointed to conduct the business of the 
Society, consisting of Thirty-six Laymen^ Six of whom shall be 
Foreigners, resident in London or its vicinity ; half tha remainder 
shall be members of the Church of England, and the other half mem- 
bers of other denominations of Christians. Thirty of the above 
number^ who shall have most frequently attended, shall be eligiUe for 
reelection for the ensuing year. 

The Committee shall appoint all Officers except the Treasurer, and 
call Special General Meetings, and shall be eharged with procuring for 
the Society suitable pa1»xmage« both British and Foreign. 

X. Each Member of the Society shall be entitled, under the dixieep 
tkm of the Committee, to purchase Bibles and Testaments at the Society's 
prices, which shall be as low as possible. 

XI. The Anm¥t.t Mating of the Society shall be held on the first 
Wednesday in May, when l^e Treasurer and Commltt^ shall be 
chosen, the Accounts presented, and the Proceedings of the foregoing 
year reported. 
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XII. The President, Yice-Presidents, and Treasurer, shall be con- 
sidered, ex officio, members of the Committee. 

XIII. Every Clergyman or Dissenting Minister, who is a Member 
of the Society, shall be entitled to attend and vote ^at all Meetings of 
the Committee. " • ' ' ' - -" : - 

XIY. The Secretaries for the time being shall be considered as 
Members of the Committee ; but no other person deriving any emolu- 
ment from the Society shall have that privilege, 

XX' -inie IFpdddini shall be entiCled to' ftmdi 4lt laH . General 
Meetings, and, in his absence, such person as shall be nominated by 
the Committee. 

XYI. The meetings of the ^mmiltee shall be presided over by a 
Chairman to be chosen by thenns^hFes,' either for a particular meeting 
or for a period, as they may from time to time decide. 
. . / JCYILiTbd Committee ^hall, meet^on the firs^ ^liilonday m every 
nionthi orjoltener, if necessary. *.. ... 

XYIII>:.Tbe..Comx¥Ujbtee.shall Jbave tfaepo^w of tiomijPAtii^g.such 
peraoQS as ha^v^ rendered ees^ntiaJ services to tl^e Society^ i either. .Mbm- 

BEBS yOE La?E»rOr GOVEENOBS FOB lilPJB.* . •■ : v ' ;, »J: '. 

'XIX Xhe Committee, fdball »lao h4ve the po^ei*..^ ^omiiUEbting 
SoNoilABT Meai^bbs bfom among .the. .Forfeigiiers wbo^E^lil^ pifomoted 
the Qbj.eetsbf. the Society. . .  . .■ icf : >:: •, . 

XX, :T^ :wko\^0S the Mixitxtes of every G&nelrftl -Meeting shall be 
signed by/ the ChftirmaiL - . : • . l < r , .' ' 



I .  









REGUtAllONS.:,' •-'-■■''■--''■;, 

' 4dopt^ ^t:tIipAnnu(il,Geti6ral M$0ihi^8-gf:,^1^ •Society ti^ r \ 

 . .•. '. ' , .. /.. j .}826 ;<»>*<« 1827^.. . <., -Dv- .,V;j ;. : f. . ,T; 

I. Thaiiitiid£undamaiitalLlamro£ the-Spoiet^, Which limits it^^bpenr- 
thet.drdulfttion of. the Holy Seripttxres, be fully -and- distizMtJ^ 
CBBQgnised m ezelxiding tUa €ib;mlation^of ^the Apocitrypha. 
> H. -OBat in/confbrmity to -the precedi&g' resohttion, no peconiaiy 
«id'<6an. begrahted/to any Society cCtoulating thel Apocrypha ;' nor, 
except for the p\u*pose of being applied* |n^ o^nfbrmity- -io tihe'said 
fceaDkitioii,.>to:any individualiwh&tevMv !.^ / . : ^ 

m.-illiaf,' in' all^.oatfes^iii' which'-gfantg; itheto«fr- gratuitous, or 
otherwise, of tb^ Hdy Sorifytiires, either in *«7hi»l# «r ka fMirt, shail^'be 
iBwi6 to. any Society^ tihe books -be imed'^bottnds «iad' i(to thd ei^ress 
eoodition.tiiat thay shall l>e distifibdted idthqut^ tdt^fttioii or adtitioA. 

lY. That all grants of the Smptures^to SooietiesWluGh circukit^ 
ths'ApocnypUir^ibe txiad^upder the^ express coziditiotf thdt thiy -W^old 
01^ disitriibHt^'mthdut AHeratiom cft addition ;' and^ttiat tlie pvoceeis^! 
^•4nle8roi4ny«uoh6opioe of the Soriptufesbe held^at'the- disposal 6f 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
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EIGHTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL AIEEUNG, :. 
EXETEE HALL, LOKDON^ IdAY 4, 18&2, ' 

TF^ RIGJII^RON.'TliE fiAMLQFHAItROWBY, 

President, in the Chair. * ' ' - 

f. . - . ■..'•' .. . • f' . . . •.. » •;. • .• •• -^ ' ' 

After the 'singing of a Kymf\%^ tdM' &i/e retiding' of u portion of iht 
Scriptwres and prayer by the Rev, W, M, FauM, a briqf Abstract from 
the Report of the Com/mittee containing a Financial Statement having 
been read by the Rev, John Sharp, foUotced by am, addrees from the 
Freeident, it was, on the motion qf the Right Rev, the Lord Bishop qf 
Exeter, seconded by the Rev, J, C. Gibson, of Swatow, 

^l^Jm^ym^:rrl9M\th^Jta^ hm *«» imiy be 

teoi^md ^md; pri»4ed.im^er the d»ecti^nki(^'4hA:C<nimii^^ that Jwph 
Gwn^^Baatclayf,M^,» F,JP},, he^re!g(¥fi^MjMi^yLitQ:^(>ntin^ his- services 

as ,!l)imsu9^,.m4 ihsit fif^foUmmn^^^^ 

e>rkSfif>infff\yeqfi^i mthpomr, tpjiil ^p pa^dfnm^, . {SeSiMsi^on^pf^ t,) 



o i 



The hymn * Word qf God Incarnate! wets theft sung. 



• > k 



On the motion qf the Yen, Archdeacon Hodgson {late qf Zanzibar), 
seconded by the Rev, Chevalier Frochet, D,D,, of Rome, it was 

Besolyed, — That this Meeting, humbly thcmking God for His Holy 
Word, appeals to all who love the Bible to enable the Society to avail 
itself qf growing opportunities for its trcmslcUion and diffusion. 

On the motion of the Rev, Jos, Morrow, D,D., qf the Fhiladelphia 
Bible Society, seconded by A, Hvhba/rd, Esq,, it was 
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Bbbolyed, — That this Meeting heartily thanks the Bight Hon, the 
EaH qf Haarowhy for hie Lordehip^e presence in the chmVf tund for 
his constant services to the Society as its President, 

A Collection in aid qf the Funds qf the Society was made after the 
close qf the Meeting. 



The Annual Sermons were preached — 

In St. Paul's Cathedral, on Tuesday afternoon, May 3, by the 
Bey. Edoab Jacob, M.A., Hon, Canon of Winchester, Chapkon in 
Ordinary to the Queen. 

In Westminster Abbey, on Sunday morning. May 1, by the 
Rev. W. J. Edmonds, B.D., Canon of Exeter. 

In Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate, on Sunday morning 
and evening. May 1, by the Bbv. Wh. Wbight, D.D. 

In Wesley's Chapel, City Koad, on Sunday evening, May 8, by the 
Bev. Allen Bees. 

In the Presbyterian Church, Marlborough Place, on Sunday 
morning, April 24, by the Bbv, John Monbo Gibson, B.D. ; 



NOTICE RBSPBCTING DEPUTATIONS. 

The Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society are not 
responsible for the appointments to ofSces in conneotidB with Auxiliary 
Societies made by such Societies, nor can they acknowledge' the ]pro^ 
priety of announcing any person as a ^ Deputation from the Parent 
Society ^ whose name has not been distinctly approved for that pur* 
pose either from* the Bible House itself, or by one of the Society's 
District Secretaries acting on the Committee's behalf. 
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DEPOTS 6E AUXILIARY, SOCIETIES 

Tn the MeiropolUan District, where Bibles amd T4SkimSnte published by the Society 

fnay be pwrehasedr,\ .' 




ACTOK 

Anbrlkt' 



Bai^ham ftnd Upfbb Tootikq 

Batswatxb 4 * 
Bbokxnham 

bsebcohdbct 

Blackhsath, Nobtb 

Cabshaltov 

Chislshvbst . 

Gratford, Bkxlst, and 
Bkxley Hsath 

Cbotdoh . . • 

Deptfobd 

Eauho . • • 
East and Kaw Barmst 
Bdmomtoh 
FOBSST Gatb 
OimKWiOH 



{ 



I 
{ 

{ 



Mr. J. Snowies . 

the Misses Paine . 

Mr. P. W. Flood 

Mr. Charles J. Frioker 

Mrs. Fraser 

Mr. A. A. Tapper 

Mr. Nottle . 

Mr. Morgan 
Mrs. Flint . 
Mr. Whittle . 

Mrs. J. Eelway . 

Mr. J. Bristow . 

Mr. E. C. Waters 

Mr. Baffe 

Messrs. Thomson A Co. 
Miss Manton 

Mr. J. D. Smith . 
Mr. Stanton 
Mr. C. Weller 

Mrs. Bood . 

Miss Ogles . 

Miss Clinker 

Mr. T. Walker . 



{ 



Hadlbt, Babhbt, Mnocs, fte. 
HaTXRSTOOK HiXL and Oos-\ 



pax. Oak Ladiu 

HlOHGATa, 



; 



HOUNSLOW, HaSTON, 

Spriho Obotk . 

ISLCWOBm 



and 



} 



LovDOH, Nobth-Wbst 
MrroHAM . . 

Pbokham Ladibs 

PlMLIOO . • • 

RlCHKOlID . 



{ 



Mrs. Morley 

Mr. F. H. Dawe . 

Miss Ogles 

Messrs. Fowler Bros. 



Mr. C. Coxhead . 

Messrs. Ootelee ft Son 
Mr. R. Packman . 

Mr. Spence . 

Mrs. Atkinson . 

Messrs. B.W. Gardiner 

Mr. Eenyon . 

Miss 0. F. Horsley 
Mr. A. Dorrofleld 

Mr. R. J. Masters 

Mr. A. 8. McTier 



{ 



ft Bon 



6 Market-place, Aoton, w. 
125.An«rle7-road, b.'k, 

5 9pmaden-road, Balhaoit a>w. 

9 39ie Bzchange, Balham, s.w. 

2 Noyna-road, Upper Tooting, s.w. 

40 Westboume^fprove, Bayswater, w. 

Clifton-terrace, Beckenham, s.>. 

The Horns, Bermondsey-square, 8.B. 
89 Soathwark Park-road, 8.B. 
26Parker's-row, Bermondsey, 8.E. 

60TralUgar-road, EastQreenwlch,s.K. 

Carshalton. 

8 Boyal Parade, Chislehnzst 

Bezley Heath, a. a. 

10 High-street, Croydon. 
Adelaide-terrace, Cemetery-road. 

4 The Broadway, Deptford, a.i. 

27S New Cross-road, s.b. 

185 Lewisham High-road, b.b. 

SThe Mall, Ealing, w. 

Lytton-road, NewBamet, Herts. 

82 Upper Fore-st., Upper Edmonton. 

60 Woodgrange Road, Forest Gate. 

7 Crooms-hiU, Greenwich, 9.E. 
17 BUckheath-hill, s.b. 

220 High-street, Bamet. 
02 Hayerstock-hill, n.w. 

4 Southwood-lane, Highgata, n . 

High-street, Hounslow. 
1 Gladstone-place, Heston. 

The Square, Isleworth. 

Kew Green, w. 

20 Princes-street, Cavendish sq., w. 

Stationer, Lower Mitcham, s.w. 

7 Peckham Bye, s.x. 

238 Albert-road, Peckham, s.e. 

32 Wilton-road, s.w. 

19 The Quadrant, Richmond, s.w. 
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Auxiliary. 



Stainss .... 

Srspmr. 

Stoxb Nkwwqton . 

Stbxathak . 

Sutton .... 

Stdxnhau (Holt Trinity) 



Depositary. 



Sydenham and Forest Hi 



LIX 



• { 



Tottenham • . 
Totteridge . • . . 
Wandsworth and Putney/ 
Wimbledon . . . . 

WooLWiou and fttUMSttAD- 



Mr. J. BrigfatweU 
The Misses Webb 
Mrs. C. Broadbridge 

Mr. R. Triniman 

Mr. C. Holt . 

Mrs. T. Lyon 
Boston's Library . 

Mr.< Halve . : . 

Mr. B. Felice 

Mr. Boddington . 

Mrs. Kefford 
Miss Nixon . 

The Misses Snmpter 

Mr. Fink . 
Mr. L. Pearse 

Mr. T. Shaw . 

Mrs.' Constable . 
Ifip. J.iHall. 
Tfie'TntctDepdt . 
Mr. W: Martin . 

Miss Thomson . 



Depot. 



{ 



{ 



•f- 



High-street, Staines. 

117 Mile End-road, b. 

5 Chmoh-st., Stoke Newington, n. 

Stationer, 8 The Fayement, Streat- 
ham, 8.W. 

6 pigfa-streeti SuttQO. , 

Hi^lk-(ltreet,idydefahain, s.e. 

Te Caxton House, Forost Hill, s.e. 

16 Fark-road-terr., Forest Hill, 8.E. 

1 Montagterten«e»k .9r«(0klertroti}, 

Forest HiU, s.e. 
The Library, Upper Sydenham, s.e. 
St. Gorman's-ter., Brockley-road,s.E. 

Bruce-groye F.O., Tottenham. 
High Cross, Tottenham. 

Whetstone, N. 

1 Gordon-tezTAceu Pntoey. s.w. 

80 Up. Bichmond-rd., Fntney, 8.w. . 

18 High-street, Wimbledon. 

J61 S^ James's-place, Flumst ad, 8.E. 
King-rtreQt, Woolwich, 8.E. ^ 
100 Wellfngton-street.Wodiwi'eb, s.f. 
8H!gh-street, Woolwich, 8.E. 

14 dnity-place, Plamsteail, sie. 
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NOTICE RESPECTING BEQUESTS TO THE SOCIETY. 



An Act of Parliament ' for the Amendment of the Laws with respect to Wills ' 
having been passed on the 3rd day of July, 1837 ; which Act came into operation on 
the Ist day of January, 1838 ; the attention of all persons who may contemplate 
making bequests to the British and Foreign Bible Society is respectfiilly called to the 
following Section : — 

1 ViCTORiiB, cap. 26, sec 9. 

* And be it farther enacted, That no Will shall be valid, unless it shall be in vnriHng, and execated 
in manner hereinafter mentioned (that is to say) it shall be signed at the foot or end thereof by the 
Testator, or by some other person in his presence and by his direction ; and such signature shall be 
made or acknowledged by the Testator in the pretence of two or more Witnetaea pretetU at the eane 
tiwte; and »ueh WUneeeei ehdU attest and «ftaIZ euhaeribe the WiU in the preeenee of the TeeteUor; but 
no form of Attestation shall be necessary/ 

N.B.— Wills executed prior to the first day of January, 1888, are not affected by this Act ; but 
any alteration therein, or Codieil thereto, mvut be executed in the manner before mentioned. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society having been deprived of several valuable 
Legacies owins to the operation of the now repealed Statute of 9 George II., cap. 36, 
commonly called the ' Mortmain Act,' the Committee desire to point out that under 
the ' Mortmain and Charitable Uses Act 1891 ' (the Statute now in force) there are 
still certain kinds of property which cannot be left to Charities. It is therefore still 
necessary that care should be taken, in leaving Legacies to Charities, to provide for 
their being paid out of such portion of the estate as can be legally applied to that 
purpose. 



FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 



/ beqtceeUh t?ie mm of Pounds Sterliiig, free 

of Legacy Duty, to * The British and Foreign Bible Society,* inatHnUed in London, 
in tJie year 1804, to be paid for the purposes of the said Society to the Treaswrer 
for the time being thereof whose Beceipt shall be a good discharge for the same^ 
And I direct thai the said bequest be paid out of sudi part of my personal Estate 
not specifically bequeathed as the law permits to be appropriated by Will to 
charitable purposes. 



EIGHTY-EIGHTH 
REPORT. 



§ 1. INTRODUCTORY AND GENERAL. 



The year just closed has been, as regards the Society's 
Work, one of general and continued progress. As regards 
its Finance it has been one of serious disparity between 
receipts and expenses. The deficit does not arise from 
any marked decrease in the Free Contributions received 
from Auxiliaries. In fact, those in England and Wales 
have made some advance. But the advance in the 
Auxiliaries generally during recent years has not been on 
a scale to keep pace with the steady development of work 
accomplished, and so, if a sudden fall occurs (it may be 
only temporarily) in Legacies and receipts from Sales, as 
has happened recently, a deficit is in,evitable. 

The deficit from the above cause has been accentuated 
of late years by increase of expenditure, from the success 
of the measures adopted some years ago for the expansion 
of the Society's foreign work. In those years funds came 
unexpectedly to hand on a scale which seemed a call from 
above to extended work. By degrees ten new Foreign 
Agencies were created, and the Society's labours, especially 
in the great Muliammadan fields, have been materially 
increased. Missionary Societies have also been enlargiilg 
their borders, and adking from the Bible Society more 
copies and more versions to meet their wants. 

B 
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The deficits, therefore, of the last year and the three 
which went before it, have been owing mainly to fluctua- 
tions in some variable sources of income, and still more to 
work wider and greater than ever. The surplus of a few 
years of plenty has been spent in maintaining the expan- 
sion to wkich it was Ixeliaved to .point. It is now time 
that the p"ermaiient teguJat resources of the "Society, for 
which it has to look largely to its Auxiliaries throughout 
the world, should rise to the scale which the work itself 
requires. Fresh help must be enlisted, or some curtailment 
of successful labour must take place. 

To turn first to some indications of the mass and volume 
of the work. The total ISSUES of the year in Bibles, 
Testaments, and bobks, or groups of books, of Scriptures 
falls short of four millions by only 10,785 copies. This 
is an advance of 62,680 copies on the issues of 1891, and 
of 196,952 on those of 1890. It is more by 1,050,670 
than those of ten yfears ago. One favourable aspect of the 
cir(;ulation of the j^kt just closed is l^t its increase 
beyond that of 1 8 9 1 is specially due to increased issues, to 
the extent of 81,125 copies, from Dep^^s abroad.^ 

These figures aft'e of nmch significance. They bring 
up the total number of copies issued by l^e Bociefty jsincie 
1804 to 131,844,796. They mean that ^ach working day 
of the year 13,060 copies on ain average aflre ateked for at 
the Society's ha'Bdfe'. Th^ese continuous supplies have been 
iri all OT most of tlie 3 00 languages and dialects in which 
tiditii^^ns fere now provided. Versionts dn- more than 70 
languages claimed last year the attention of 'the Bditoml 
•Coiiimittee. Of iJhese languages • nine •> appear  on tthe 
^Dciety'slistS'for the first time. One erf these Tiew iHfeiaiJs- 
latidns belongs to the New- Hebrides^ 'one to *he -West 



^ i n » > i — .< . lA *i >.i l ... i j .« / .t ) i, j ii ' . 



^ The issues havie been :- 

j__ 



1 f ' ' 1 - L^ 



-^ •■-•-'•-^t-J *  I > I I A t L.I J / » 1 I « I  n . ^ • » . I i 



) • 



ifeoiiite. 
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"^fwa Ldnd6n ftr'Hbmi& rffld'Abrofed.; 

l^iwq. I>«p6tq fAbwiacl >./.-.., / ...!..►>., 
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Ijadies, one to China, two to Rnasia, and four to Africa. 
The incidents aaxd details of the work outlined in such 
statistics are given in the narrative part of this voluroe. 
It will be there seen that the parogress made during the 
year Ikas been very remarkable in soioae special regions, 
and general along the wihoiLe line. 

4 

From work let us turn to some details of FINANCE. 
In the year 1891-2 the entirc free income of the Society 
was £114,284 14^. Id. This is less by £1,560 14^. 3rf. 
than that of the year previous,, but the deficiency did not 
arise in England or in Wales. Meantime the sum cou- 
•v>erted into Scriptures during the year to meet demands, 
largely from Mission, and specially in Muhammadan, fields, 
has been £117,402 As. Sd., or £1,122 Is. 8d. more than in 
1891, and more by £3,117 105. 2d. than the entire 'iieto 
income received by the Society within the same time from 
the Christian Churches of the world. 

The whole of the income of the Society from Free Contri- 
butions wees thus spent in the provision of Scriptures in 
mouay tongues. But how have tibie working expenses of the 
year been met ? How have the Foreign Agencies and the 
Depots and the Colporteurs and the Bible-women been 
sustained ? How has the differdnce in the cost of the books 
and the prices ol)tained for them, especially in Foreign 
Missions, been made up ? How have gnints in money or 
in printing paper or in Scriptures for Sunday-schools and 
Mission Rooms and numberless good Institutions been 
provided ? How have the expenses of translation and 
revise© work been met? The answer is that all those 
chaiDges have been boarne so far a* possible by the Society's 
SAUEiS. But it must be borne in mind that these sales 
do njot represent •parafi.ts, but that portion of the income of 
past years which returns to hand through the payments 
for book^ which it had beeaa spent to. produce. 

For the yeair just ended, although the- circulation was 
numerically greater than that of the yeax before, th-e reoeipts 
from Sales were less by £4,305 \8s. Id. than those of 1891. 
They reached £96,871 155. Sd. Adding to this sum that 
of the new income previously stated — of which the Free 
Contributions, Donations, and Legacies, form the principal 

B 2 
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part — we reach as the gross receipts of the year 
£211,384 105. Od On the other hand, the gross ex- 
penditure under all heads came to £234,782 45. 2d, 
leaving a deficit for the year of £23,397 145. 2d. This 
with the similar, but smaller, deficits of the three previous 
years, has been met for the time from the capital retained 
in more prosperous years to meet special contingencies. 

The Society's friends may be assured that everything 
that can wisely be done to reduce expenditure is engaging 
the Committee's attention. Again and again, during the 
year now gone, they have sifted the accounts to dis- 
cover any reducible outlay. Minor retrenchments have 
been begun to be put in force. But whatever may be 
effected in this way the Committee felt that supplies of the 
Word of God must not be withheld. These are not days 
when the Book to which the soul must go for light and 
truth, for direction and comfort, should be more sparingly 
provided than heretofore. Least of all should this be so for 
mission lands. The centenary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society this year, followed as it will be by the centenaries 
of other Societies, will inaugurate a fresh era of more rapid 
advance in them than before. Under such circumstances the 
Society cannot but respond to the calls made on every side. 
To take but a single example : — for eight years it has 
placed grants at the service of the Missionary Societies for 
the maintenance of additional female agency to get the 
Scriptures into the hands of the secluded and untaught 
women of the East, and with the most marked success. 
No barrier must be placed in the way of such work. If 
those whose zeal for missions is now so happily kindling 
more and more will only realise that their liberality to 
Missionary Societies soon leads to larger demands on the 
Bible Society, and will also help it more generously to 
meet these demands, every difficulty will be met, and the 
Society enabled to enter upon the wide fields which are 
everywhere opening before it. 
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§ 2. FRANCE. 

Foptdation, in 1891, 38,343,192. The returns as to religion, 
1881, were, Roman Catholics, 29,201,703, being 78-50 per 
cent, of the total ; 692,800 Proiesta/rUa, or 1*8 per cent. ; and 
7,684,906 jt?6r«07w wAo ^decline to make any declaratio^i of 
religious belief.* Bible Society Golportewrs, 55 ; total circu- 
lation, for th» year, 146,827. 

I. Introductory. 

The narrative of the Society's latest year in France is 
uneventful. At the same time, compared with that of 
1891, it is one of progress, for a considerable advance 
has been made upon the circulation of 1891, and there 
are not a few indications of increasing spiritual life. There 
is, however, nothing exceptional ; and to those whose hopes 
for France have grown restless through their very intensity 
the record of a quiet year is almost a disappointment. 
But, as M. Monod wisely reminds us, while we are 
looking for some startling occurrence, and expecting 
something new, the good work is all the while being done. 
As careful students of her history know, France is hardly 
less remarkable for the conservative and patient temper 
of her people than for their occasional volcanic energy ; 
and the real forces of some sudden revolution are found in 
the quiet years which have gone before. It may be the 
same in spiritual affairs, and if the genius of France 
be yet, in some national movement, inspired by the higher 
life, it will be seen that the times of preparation were those 
years when the seed of the Word was being sown without 
observation along her plains and valleys, and when it 
ripened in silence for the harvest which it eventually 
bore. 

The paragraphs which follow are of much interest : 
they are part of that history of half-developed life and of 
unsatisfied desire within the Church of Rome itself, which 
in every age, — in the narrative of Mystics and Port Royal- 
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ists and Jaiisenists, and later in that of innovators like 
Lasserre — is seen like a narrow stream forcing its way 
through opposing masses, like the Rhone through the 
Lake of Geneva, by the impetus and volume of its own 
flood. 

La Ligue de L'Evangile. 

I mentioned last year the publieai^n of ib«f Gospels hj I'Abb^ 
Garnier. The same eecleaiastid has this year < giyeft a^ very wide 
publicity to a fly-leaf circular entitled, ' Ligue de rSvstngile/ in which 
we read these worde : — 

* Piety has become something exterior, For the teae spirit of 
Christianity has been substituted a quantity of petty performances to 
which people cling exclusively. It is a devotion of chaplets, of medals, 
of " scapulaires," of " mois de Marie," of ** mois du Sacre Coeur," of 
indulgences, of songs, of processions and of ** conf reries.' ' 

* Of course, aU that is good, in conformity with the Holy Church, 
and deserves our respect. But the abuse lies in this, that that which is of 
capital importance being forgotten for what is only " accessoire,'* and 
that which is essential for what is secondary. Means are mistaken fo« 
their objects Ini^ead of using devotional practiees in. order to aequire 
a sound piety, they are considered as piety itself, and people go no 
further. 

* But Jesus Christ has given us a '* code de religion," and clearly 
instructed us how He wants to be served, and in the Gospel, we find 
no trace of any such things, whereas many others are prescribed to 
which we give no attention. 

* We are not to make a Gospel accommodated to our weakness, but 
to take it as God has given it to us. 

* Hence, la Ligue de I'Evangile. The subscribers must sign seven 
engagements. . • 

* 1. To work and not rest during their earthly pilgrimage. 

* 2. To abstain from all worldly pleasures. 

* 3. To educate their children according to Christian principles. 

* 4. To keep the sabbath. 

*5. To read the Gospel every day. 

* 6. To pray briefly but heartily. 

* 7. To give liberally out of their revenues what is not strictly needed 
for their livicg.' 

If such an appeal as this of the Abbe's should meet with a hearty 
and somewhat general response from Roman Catholics, should we not 
be the happy witnesses of nothing less than the destruction of one of 
the strongest delusions under which the prince of this world still keeps 
multitudes in his bondage 1 

Oiie thing is certain, as has plainly appeared in the recent discus- 
sions in our Chambre des D^put^s,— ^that the religious question im- 
presses itself more and more, even on the nund^of those who care leafet 
about religion. Do what they will, they are haunted by it, and it 
must find some solution. 
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Mtoy aara asking- ivihetiher thewhoLe: F^raDek.iaatioii, with dur^s, 
foishope^ arehbisbrops, and <othei7 spiidtual rcderS) should continuQ to 
obey the orders of b, foreigner who is above them all, b^ore tbey" obey 
th^ lw9V9 of their owu country? And if Tesistanee ia organised on 
hakh sidwk— state and clergy — ^how will it enji % 

W iw alarming to think that framee might fall into the hands of a 
party which would not for one moment hesitate, despite aH pirotes*, to 
refuse to all forms of religion the protection of the law ; and hardly 
less fearful to imagine the power in the hand of others who would 
recognise but one religion as the only true one, and persecute all the 
X9^t. I Sut th^ Lord reigns, and His will shall be dpne on eart^h as it 
i<9 in }{ea.v^A. 



II. Details of Circulation. 

I^ie bulk of the increase in circulation which M. Monod 
is 9,ble to r^ort is, as may be expected, in the item qf 
Portioiis. These / little Gospels,' recommending them- 
selves to light purses by their extremely low price, are 
otherwise, — in their veiry brevity and alluring narrative, 
— admirably suited to engage the attention and prepare the 
way for more extended studies. It is a less welcome fact 
that the sales of complete Bibles appear everywhere to be 
decreasing. This is partly explained by the higher price, 
but there also seems a growing tendency to use the 
attractive Geneva version of Segond. On the other hand 
that of De Sacy is shown by constantly accumulating 
evidence to be indispensably valuable ; and the testimony 
of Baron de Tutckheim, given below, expresses the expe- 
rience of many others who are engaged in actual work 
among Roman Catholics. 

Sales and Issues. 

It is a great pleasure to me to be able to report this year a gradual 
und important increase in all our departments. The total of Sales 
has increased by 34,280 copies on the figures of last year, and if we look 
only at our onm direct sales by Colportage andDep6ts (11!, 392 copies) 
we find an increase of 6,086 copies on the sales by the colporteurs, and 
of 8,589 copies on the sales by the Dep6ts, being together 14,675 on 
these two items alone. 

The Dep6t Central in Paris has regained what it had lost last 
year, and the sales have increased by 1,300 copies, showing a. decrease 
on Bibles and Testaments, but a large increase of Portions — 4,455 
against 2,558. 
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The Dep6t at Marsdlles has reached again the high figore of 1889 — 
10,092 copies, value £8.4,631.95, instead of 6,827 copies, value 
fs.2,840.35 last year. 

But the Depdt at Nice, although we have had no colporteur there, has 
not reached 5 00 copies sold. If some new satisfactory arrangement cannot 
be found, I shall propose to reduce hy one-half our yearly allowance of 
£60 that expires next September.* 

Babon de Tubckhbim on De Sacy's Veesiox. 

I wish to place on record a testimony just received from an 
excellent Christian, whose name is well known as being intimately con- 
nected with every good work going on in France, I mean the Baron de 
Turckheim. He has organised a large work of special distribution of 
the Scriptures among soldiers and coachmen, and he says in a letter in 
which he makes a remittance for an invoice : — * I feel it a duty to 
express my renewed gratitude for your charming editions of De Sacy's 
Testament (that pious Jansenist who has admirably translated the 
Word of God, avoiding even some mistakes of the Vulgate), and to 
testify that my work among soldiers and among coachmen would be 
impossible if I had not your De Sacy's version with the official 
approbations. Many pious Protestants among my friends make use of 
that version preferably to Ostervald's, because its French style is so 
much superior.' 



III. The Colporteurs and their Work. 

The Society's Colporteur force in France numbers fifty- 
five men, and they are at work all over the country. In 
the pages of their characteristic journals we meet them at one 
time urging their sales in the inland cities and the sea- 
ports, at another in conversation with the peasants of the 
country hamlets and villages. Nothing can be more 
suggestive than these frank narratives, and, though it is 

* Table of Circulation. 



1891—92. 


Bibles. 


Tests. 


Sales by Colporteurs 

„ at Chief DeT)6t 

,, ,, Sub-Depots 

Totals 

To other Societies 


1 

2,819 
1,773 
1,788 

6,330 
3,176 


24,013 
11,689 
12,567 

48,269 
21,284 






Total Sales 


9,506 
44 

9,550 


69,553 


Free Grants 


93 






Totals 


69,646 



Portions. 



43,910 
8,212 
7,671 

69,793 
7,368 

67,161 
470 

67,631 



Total. 


18»0— 91. 

1 
1 


70,742 
21,674 
21,976 

114,392 
31,828 

146,220 
607 

146,827 


64,656 
21,780 
13,281 


99,717 
25,645 


125,362 
1,435 


126,797 



1892.] FRANCE. 9 

risky to generalise from such incidents as they give, there 
is nowhere else to be found information so valuable. 
We come in contact with the actual mind and life of the 
people : it is not an idealised sketch but the realistic 
picture which softens and conceals nothing. We hear the 
brusque reply, the taunt of ready French wit, the laugh 
of good-natured indifference, as well as the serious words of 
those — ^too few in comparison — whose hearts have felt the 
truth. The whole is at once so copious and so interesting 
that much has been held over for the Magazines, where a 
wider circle of readers may be reached. As to locality, 
the extracts touch almost every part of the couutry, be- 
ginning with Brittany and ending with the great wheat 
fields of the central and southern plains. 



Some Pleasant Testimonies. 

If we turn to Brest we find Quintin, from whom it is pleasant to 
hear how frequently he sqUs to persons who have hecurd about the Gospel 
in some of the McAll meetings at Lorient or in some other district. 
Eternity alone will re^^eal how many have been taught the way to 
Heaven in those simple and popular meetings. A young man who 
bought a Testament said, ' If the cure knew that I am reading the 
Scriptures, I should have to leave the commune, for nobody would give 
me work.* 

* I do not believe a word of all youp stories,' said a seaman, * but I 
am incKned to think that your religion is the best, and I will have a 
Bible to see what it is about.' 

A commercial traveller at Brest bought a Bible, and assured his 
friends who sat at table with him that it was ' an excellent book.' A 
young man said that a Testament he had bought had been stolen from 
him, and as he ascribed to that book a thorough change in his conduct, 
he bought another copy. A sailor just arrived from New Caledonia, 
said he had received a Testament on board his ship on leaving Europe, 
and he bought another copy. 

A tailor at Brest said he had heard about the Gospel in a popular 
meeting at Nantes, and he bought a Bible. At a small town, Quintin 
was told by a shoemaker that the cur6 had been at his house during 
his absence and had taken away his Testament. ' But he will not 
take this one from me.' 

Quintin's reports are full of such facts, showing — 

1st, that the popular meetings bear fruits when the speakers may 
think they have worked in vain ; 

2nd, that many individuals are concerned about their souls, and 
prepared to take advantage of the colporteurs' visits to procure the 
Scriptures. 
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^'On the C^amp de Poire at Montfoii', a man' cathe ib me foir a D&Saeys 
Testament, and he told me thds iueiddtit. ** About imo jbaios a^o 0[^piir-; 
ehaeed.fromyou a N^w TestameBt io the. Wii»f{ tlii^^iVwi^ a re^gfQtU 
book ; but I sij>Qa he^rd that it was Protestau^, ai^d as I could tolerate 
nothing of that sort in my house, I destroyed' it. A few months later, 
visiting a friiehd of mine, I was surprised to see a Testament on the 
chimney; I t&oaglht it my duty to i^II }kim hoti diangerou» sueh a 
boofe waa, as in.faot; i^ll bad books are* If your ha4' hioard bis prortiaiit I 
t begAn to fear my friend had turned out a * mai;yais «ujjQt' I. Then 
he explained how, after having thought as I did, he had been con- 
vinced by evident proofs that the Scriptures that Protestants sell are 
the Truth, and how he had read and studied them. That, is the 
veaeon^^' said the'xx^n,/' why I no!w Govf\^ to youJoy d TeAta«»ent ; i;b has 
done no harm to my friend> and caw do no^^ to jgae* . Only, mind you 
give me De Sacy's version/' 

* Such an instance is not rare, and I might quote several others 
where, details being different, the fact remains of men and women 
who, by a gradual and ^ow interior spiritual piroeess, have come to the 
conviction that Jesus Christ is the Way, and that by all our efforts to 
circulate the Scriptuires, we are not acting in a sectarian spirit to. take 
thein from their Church to ours, but sol^y with the view of bringing 
thejpa out. of darkness to light and to the Redeemer.* . . , 



Religious DEaENEitATiow. 



' » 1 



/The fruits of the Boman Catholic 9y»tem are very visible, iiii* these 
provinces, and very sad. Disgusted with religion, people turn aw^yirom 
6od».and when we oome they think it is :alway s the^ s$ane thij3g» Children 
are generally willing to buy Portions,. but with Bibles it i& diff^ent. 
Many communes are often visited before a .single Bible can he ^14* 
At one place, 50 Portions were sold, and 301! ^pies in the ooui^se of 
the month. At L.> after X had spoken to a numerous crowd, a. young 
man observed that it was not possible that I should be a refopn^^ 
Protestant because I abstalBed from using, injurious expressions 
against the our6 1 I do not wish to be assooiated, were. iV /Onlj 
afrpai^ntly, with those scoSeirs And unbelievers who desire t^ mal^e the 
cur^s responsible for their unbelief.' 

Why rtAVE we not more Pastors 1 

' It is not an easy task to say something naw in ouruepoiTts. Yon 
know quite well about the cur^s and their opposition, and it ift always 
the same thing. I am gm^ally well received, and I feel inioreia/singly 
what a solemn duty rests upon every Christian to* make. known the 
Word of God. But how desirable it is that some one should, come 
after us to explain the Word, and clear away the prejudices people 
have against it. Why have we not pastors in sufficient number to 
have every one of them as a colporteur ? How difficult to persuade 
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people that Jesus Christ came ^br ally a^id not foF Protestants or for 
Roman Catholics only ! 

' AtrOne-plaee in Dordogi^e I sold three Bibles ^d six Testaments on 
th0 samie. da,j. I find Protestants who never attend a religious ser- 
vice : . onfy a JBe^ Iftaye the Bible and make use of it for the instruction 
of theiff ehildr^fiu 

* Th^e clergy heoce seem, to be losing ground. Some persons refuse to 
buy hiacause they think it Ls the clergy that send us to sell such 
bookal 

* I find Bible* that have been bought twenty or thirty years ago, 
aad I like tc^ faja^y that they may have been sold by my dear and 
venerated father, for he has worked in these districts, and not without 
smecese, He was such a. colporteur as I greatly fear his son will 

nev«c be.' 

» 

In ToVliOU&E AKB I^S NSIGHJBOUBHOOD. 

' Touk)use is a large city, full of men of business and womeu, very 
few o£ whom seem to t>e disposed to give the slightest attention to 
religious asattersv 

'Auterive, Villefranche, Castelnaudary, Muret, Montastruc are some- 
what more accessible; but the \fho]e Department seems sa^ly shut 
up again^- Christian infiuenee, and those hot-tempered people treat 
one as • I have never been treated before. 

* ** Go and sell your books to your cures," one said to me con tempt u-» 
oualy, '* you'll find, no other purchasers." 

'At Liguroria it was different. I met persons with whom I could 
read and p»y» but not so in some other places, where the name of 
"Protestant" is held as an insult. At Villefranche, on the con- 
trary, my books were welcomed as Protestant. An ouvrier took one 
for that reason, and his example was followed by two others. They 
say I belong to the Salvation Army, whose paper En Ava/nt is 
largely circulated here. 

< I met an old man, who interested me much. He smiled when he 
saw that it was the Bible I offered him ; ^' A capital book," he said; 
" I have been reading it over and over again for years, sir, and always 
with a rene w€ d . pleasure. ' ' 

* I have visited several towns and villages in the Allege, Belpechi 
Mazeres, Calmont, Pamiers, le Fouat, le Cartat, le Maz d'Azil, Gfibre, 
everywhere well received, and sold almost exclusively among Boman 
Catholics. One of these went so far as to invite me to his village, 
promising to find purchasers there. 

* At St. Girons, that I knew well in my young days, I find a great 
change. It is now possible not only to speak of the Gospel but to sell 
the Scriptures, also. Protestants are k nown and respected. 

^ Among Protestants at Toulouse there is little to be done. They all 
have Bibles, or know that they can have them from the French Bible 
Society. My work is thus limited to Koman Catholics. At one place, a 
woman in a group said, **Do not buy : these are Protestant books." 
** If soy" said a man, ** I will certainly buy one. I have heard Protestant 
cur^' speak, and I assure you it was a pleasure to listen to them."' 
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Marseilles and the Lozere. 

' I had been admitted/ the colporteur writes, by ' the kindness of 
the contremaitre into a large establishment, when the director, being 
informed of my presence, came and asked how 1 dared to introduce 
myself into his house without his permission. I answered very quietly 
that the books I sold could do nothing but good to his ouvriers, 
whom they ordered to obey their master as the Lord. Then he said 
that it diverted their attention from their work. I answered that this 
was dinner time. Then he went on to say that he was a pious Eoman 
Catholic, and could not allow me to sell Protestant books in his 
establishment. I left, but I had already sold three Bibles.' 

Several interesting cases are given of young men who, having had 
the Bible in their possession for some time, have persevered in reading 
it, and have now cut the last ties that attached them to the Eoman 
Catholic Church, and joined their Protestant friends. 

* I have visited,* he continues, the * whole arrondissement of Florae 
and Magistavols, where Siguier was born, the hero of the Guerre des 
Camisards, who delivered his brethren imprisoned at Pont de Montvert. 
There are *' souvenirs " that are still very fresh in the memory of these 
mountaineers. 

* At Mende and its neighbourhood the population is wholly Boman 
Catholic, and they will never buy a book if they do not find the mass 
in it. Their ignorance is beyond all conception. Many still believe 
the Protestants are a different species of men !* 

There is hardly one report from our colporteurs that does not 
mention a gift, varying from 25 centimes to 2Q francs, for the Society, 
and they all come from people who are poor, but who have understood 
that the Bible Society's object is their spiritual benefit. 



Glimpses op Colportage in Corsica. 

' Aregno (700 inhabitants) is in the orange country. I had never 
seen as many oranges as I saw there, and they are reputed to be the 
best in Corsica. A poor woman asks me to pray for her husband, who 
is a drunkard. Drinking and gambling cause the ruin of this people. 
Sales thirty copies. Then to Luvatoggio, a pretty village of 350 
inhabitants. Sold well here. Having replenished my sack at Muro, 
I went to a small town (500 inhabitants). Convents and chapels 
abound. A crowd before the church door with the cur6. I lifted my 
hat and passed, feeling it was not the fit time nor place to stop. I 
heard a voice say, " He is a Protestant," and the curl added, "Beware 
of buying his books." I began to sell at the other end of the village, 
and sold after all thirty copies. A little further on I had some good 
conversations. I presented a De Sacy's Testament to the cur6, who 
would have taken it had he not seen the word " Londres " on a copy 
of the Proverbs. " This is suspicious," he said. However, twenty-five 
copies were sold. 

' At Corte I sold more than I did three years ago, when I was there 
for the first time. People are so poor here tiiat they can only buy the 
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cheapest books. I sold 150 copies. I feel here as if something "couve 
sous la cendre " would blaze up some day. Several pastors and evan- 
gelists have been working at Corte. At present there are none, but 
the good seed has been sown, and God will give the increase in His 
own time. At a village near I was greatly encouraged. There is not 
one door at which I did not knock, and my sales were good. In 
another I sold to several who were leaving for the Argentine Republic. 
So you see that the seed sown here is scattered far beyond the frontiers 
of this isle. It was raining when I reached Venaco, and the people 
were at home. Without being aware of it, I knocked at the curb's 
door. As soon as he saw me he got in a lage. I answered calmly, 
"Can we not talk without getting in a passion?" **I refuse talking 
with such a man as you are," he exclaimed, and as I said that we are 
no sectarians and that we would rejoice if his Church would take the 
lead in an abundant circulation of the Scriptures, even if it were 
L*Abb^ Glaire's translation, he added, ** We have not the millions you 
have to do such a work." " If we have millions," I said, **it is a proof 
that God blesses us by giving us the means to disseminate His Word." 
After all I made good sales.' 

What is being done in Corsica. 

' One frequently hears from travellers, — ladies and gentlemen who, 
coming to Corsica and seeing the miserable temporal and moral 
situation of the inhabitants, — write bravely home that nothing is done 
to evangelise these poor people, that nobody cares for them, that they 
have never heard about the Gospel, &c. You may fairly answer that 
such an accusation is quite unfounded. Several Protestant pastors 
have in succession worked in Corsica ; one of them has resided for 
years at Bastia, where he acted as our correspondent. I should like to 
convince you that the good seed of the Word of God is systematically 
scattered in a large number of very small villages, where foreign 
evangelists wo'ald never dream of going, and that our part in the great 
work is really discharged as it ought to be. This is a great thing that 
is certainly not known and felt as it should. 

In the Savoy. 

There are a good number of Frotestanst at the colporteurs' centre 
of work, but, as is commonly the case when they are lost in a large 
majority of Roman Catholics, they are in too many cases indifferent, 
and religion is the least of their cares. ' Bibles and Testaments are 
common books, but they are not read. Roman Catholics are only with 
great difficulty induced to buy Protestant books ; but when they can 
be persuaded to open the volume and to listen to what I have to say 
about it, they generally buy a copy.' 

Our colporteur likes to work among Roman Catholics. He finds 
among them^ when their heart opens to Gospel influence, a freshness 
of impression and of love that is seldom met with among Protestants, 
who may have, and often have, plenty of Bibles and Testaments, but 
they are too often unused books, that remain unread. 
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A Colportbwr's MmiBTRT. 

Oar eolporbeur here is one of those meti^v'iio bow ih^ ^eed in^tiie 
fiioming, and in the evening do not withhoM their hand. Golpontonr 
during the day, t^nosd working hard, he becoofted eravgelist when the 
day is over, and he has no greater joy -than to Tisit the poor and the 
isolated) and tell them about the Lord's great dovngs. He becomes 
the spiritual friend of many families who &e^er eee a pastor, and die 
-Obristian schoolmaster of nnmeroufS children wiho never hear about 
Jesus Christ ; and not only that, bat he follows the peof^le with whom 
he has ooee been put in relation. He tries to awarke^ their interest 
in* the Bible, and to remove the reasons (bad always) iby which people 
seek to explain Tvby they do not read the 'Scrip^MveiB. Me is aiUo 
becoming quite a popular man, and known as an Aipcwtiie in iheDrdme, 
the Ard^che, and all along the frontier of the Mamtes Alpes. He 
Writes as follows : — 

' At one village, where, twenty-five years wgo, a- colpoffteur was stoned 
almost to death, I met with a good reception. At ani^ther, and in its 
neighbourhood, no one would say now that we sell bad books; the 
only qualification. attached to them is that of Pvotestant, and every 
one knows what that means. I have been asked for a large-type 
Bible by a family which had previously possessed a «opy, and read it 
also ; but the care, happening to call one day, saw Ifhe book, a»d said 
that although it was not expressly a bad book, 'Stifl it was a dangerous 
one to have at home on accotint of the children, and tthat th«y hfiwi^etter 
burn it, which they 'did at once. But they have stiice felt how Wrong 
tfhey were in so doing, and they want to replace th^ book. Bibies 
and Testaments sold under sudi cirMimstantJeis are always off ' De 
'Sacy's version.* • ... 



' IK' the •NofR'THEBRS' MARTTIltBy [PsOTINCfiBB. 

Even in such great centres' as^Oaiais, aGnisery wans extreme, because 
several of the largest factories were shut, and a great many workmen 
almost reduced to star vat ioggi. Peass^nts as well as men of business 
suffer in the present, and consider the future with fear. 

At Boulogne the iwallB rwere co^^ieredrwifeh in vitiations to the great 
•piligrimibge of Banta Jos^. . 

'GfTOat ei£foitte are nivde at* KDaktifi • to -enlist rthe w^rkonen. in the 
gireat isoetalistic Meagae. 'Men^eut of:  work- •hj»re : bmt too loneh Jeisare 
to iision to ! all) the lextuaTraganceB of 'skitfol leadeus : they> drisaik,.and 
- g«t into debt. There is hrereuiiKv^n^ tbpreasijQii*  . 

Oar oolportoni' 'at Hastm iio mbt :«b)iwritor, )al]ld.dR|09 not ^spand anndli 

time upon reports, but he employj^ '^maaeii in a tstill abetter way, mad 

'he ne^er loses an JOdcitsvonisrhiBn hs^cab^de gooA^ixt otbens. * Some ' very 

-'^tdeiderate ' piMtorl3,'WbGado*nat iiiw n<kv«itie8^aAdi«^e/QttiiliysaAiBfied 

tb "do '^aetSy wi^atitbeir 'grBavAfathers idid^'<do'aD(itiAp|nr8eiate'6iich 

'<$tlthusi««m; rWoald'^Gbd {Boat Jaiiit)he/£i^ni^if>^apie.«wcre ^ropbete, 

that the Lord woiild|)Ut(iifcLsr%)hniiaijMiiddi«Bi H:. .'>• - ' <. -. 
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In the Calvados, the illustrated Gospels published by the P^re 
Gamier are abundantly circulated, and the clerical organ La Croix is 
singularly embarrassed how to critiioise the*i. Would that they only 
were read I At the famous pilgrimage of Notre Dame de la 
©eliwanee, near Oaen, the colporteur sold a few copies, but wiiJh much 
difficuHy. 

At Woek in Vbesailli;s« 

*I wish to let you iknow how I manage. When I colport the 
whole day from door to door, I invite the people to a small evenii^ 
meeting. Sometimes as manj^ as eighty or 100 gather .together, to whom 
I speak of the m^ess^i^e contained in the bopks I have been selling. 
After the meetii^g, I: say that they will find the confi;*mation of what 
I have said in the Gospel. I have often in that way sojd on the spot 
all the copies T had. At a meeting it Chateaufort, the xjure, who was 
present, bought a New Testament, and urged the young people who 
were there to attend such meetings pieferably to the dancing and 
drinking rooms. At Sift I sold thirteen copies after the meeting.' 



At JFONTAINKBLEAU. 

Our colporteur notices that he meets a large number of people who 
are anxioxis About tjxei^ souls, and who say that the cur6& are un- 
worthy of t^heir respect, 3.nd cannot lead them ar^ht. But what a 
distance there i^s still between that .disposition and the coming ' ju8t as 
I am ' to the Saviour 1 They cling desperately to the Churci^, and 
overlook the great Buler of the Church. 

* One evening, ^af ter having finished the day's work in a veary small 
village, I made up my mind, to visit a very poor-looking and isolated 
house. " It is not worth while your going there," I was told, "there 
are only twro poor old peqple who never read." -But I felt an imipulse 
to go notwithstanding. A very old woman came to the door and, 
seeing I was a (Salesman, exclaimed, " We Ciin buy nothing. We hanre 
hardly enough to buy bread." "What I bring you, my good, woman, 
is as necessiiry as brqad : it is rEvaj|;igiie..V "If so, I may perhaps 
take it, it is what I wani<, an^ I sep it is nojt. ruinous in price." We 
began talking about God «rnd tli<e -salv9.tion of the soul. " It is veiry 
kind of you to speak to me in that way, it is the only thing I want 
now. I am eighty-five years old, on the verge of death ; every evening 
I think I will not see the morrow. I suffer from terrible depression, 
and I have nobody to speak to me df * lb bon IHeu.' " 

' I told the poor woman aboyt the Saviour's love and mercies, about 
"Hife corfrpTissfons that ■'fall not 'but 'arb neiv eVery ihorniig, about His 
'gra!tuitous anrf^tl siilVidfohJ'aiid"! likd ihe J9y to see' that ^he undei-- 
stooa.j/^ear^k'.^ji' mv;H9k5i'd8,'fel3l?iig' that' the sacrifice had'really 
■feeeii bW^a 'dndfe tjbr''a^l:' and' *hat tliere'i-fete^iieaf n6 thin 
•toao'thanaCc^Ti'l-*t;4n*^6-^ha^^^^^ •'" '. ' ! ' ' 
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A Friend in the Crowd — Orleans. 

* On the day of the visit of the President of the Republic, I felt in 
the crowd a hand on my shoulder, and a man asked, ^* Are you not 
M. Joel Quennesson 1 " *' I am." He then gave me a hearty shake- 
hands, and insisted on my following him home. There I heard this : 
** Eight years ago you passed in the Cher Department through the 
village of Bourgneuf, and you presented the Bible to a ma/rechcd 
f errant i who was my patron. He bought a Testament and I a Bible, 
to make game of it. But as I read it I felt a growing conviction of 
sin and unhappiness. I attended a few religious meetings at St. 
Martin d'Auxigny, then conducted by Mr. Villager, ex-missionary at 
the S^n^gal : and at last, owing to your Bible, I have become a 
Christian. I married last year, and both my wife and I are now 
members of the Protestant Church of Orleans." It hardly needs to 
be added that Quennesson spent a happy soiree with such new friends.' 



In the Central Provinces. 

'In some of the places visited I found the people completely in 
the hands of the priest, and not one copy could I sell, only to a few 
strangers and travellers. 

* The great obstacle here, besides the too common case of people \^ho 
cannot read, is that they are unaccustomed to any reading whatever. 
They have no spare time for it. Women as well as men are out in the 
fields the whole day, and they are perpetually complaining of having 
no money. 

'At Thiers, where the Wesloyans have been working for many 
years, it is much easier to catch and retain public attention. Wherever 
we go, we are strengthened by the assurance that we work with the 
Lord.' 

This colporteur finds, like many others, by painful experience, that 
the poor invalids and sufferers who come to the Mont Dore and the 
Boiirboule hoping to cure their bodily ailments, seldom give a thought 
to their spiritual wants. 

* One bere and another there — what is that among such multitudes ! 
f>ar!ness and not joy fill my heart when I see the influence of the 
Romish clergy, or hear people objecting that four sous are too much 
for such a book.* 

SC£PTI0I^M AMONG WOMBN. 

As a general and painful remark this year; the colporteur observes 
that religious scepticism seems in proipress among women, who^ up to 
this time, retained at least a certain respect for religion. . It is not 
only indifp erence> but sometimes aversion ; they will make no difEerenoe 
between true Christianity and the teaching ti^^y have received from 
their Church, and, rejecting ihai^ they grow sceptical about everything. 
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Rev. Carb J. Glyn.— A Hint fob Continental Toubists. 

At Sens the colporteur had the privilege of spending a few 
hours with the venerable Rev. Carr J. Glyn, who, during the latter 
days of August, gave us all the pleasure of a visit. Such visits are 
more encouraging to our men than can be expressed, and it is greatly 
to be desired that they should become more frequent. If our friends 
who travel on the Continent would let me know where they stop for a 
day or two, they might easily make the acquaintance of some of our 
colporteurs, to whom they would do good, and through whom they 
would get more interested in Bible work in France. 



A Sunday at Geneva. 

Being on the Swiss frontier on Saturday, our local colporteur spent 
the Sunday at Geneva, and the comparison he draws between Switzer- 
land and France on religious grounds is, I am sorry to say, not to the 
advantage of the latter. The number of Protestant ' diss^min^ ' in 
the Jura is very considerable 3 but, isolated as they are, and cut off from 
all religious services, they gradually fall into indifference, and some of 
them go so far as to allow their children to be instructed by Roman 
Catholics. Prolonged and regular visits of pastors or evangelists are 
a necessity in those quarters, if Protestants are not, sooner or later, to 
disappear completely 1 



IV. Conclusion. 

Progressive and hopeful as, in many respects, the 
record of the year assuredly is, it is still far from what 
must be expected and desired. The incidents given by 
the colporteurs often impress as much by their contrast with 
the general spiritual indifference as by their own interest, 
and they are specially welcome beca,use comparatively rare. 
There is a painful monotony in the complaints made of 
the scepticism which turns from everything inspiring and 
pure^ and of the narrow but fierce superstition into which 
faith has so largely degenerated. The increase of issues^ 
is encouraging, but it is comparatively little among the 
thirty-eight millions of France. On the other hand, there 
is evidence on every page that one of the best forms of 
Christian service is being urged with continuous energy 
and devotion. The colporteurs often go where no one eke 
can. They are living witnesses of the truth aa well as 
indefatigable salesmen, and their very method of distri- 

c 
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bution is an excellent guarantee that their returns are not 
unreal, — multiplied by 6asy and irrespon'sibld* gifts, or by 
lavish dilTuaion auiiong .t^ho^e who ar^. lalready auppUed. 
After all, there ift nothing about whieh the wise jsoinA is 
so deepity content as the assurance that good woi*k is bmii( 
well ^nd eg^ynes.tly dojie. As to result^, th^sie are beaj lei 
ia the ewe pf tile gyent Sower of tlie S^d of lofc^, who 
has given us maiifey assurances that thay are aa& m Hid 
hands. 



§ 3. BJiLGIUM. 

PopulaUo7i in 1889, 6,093,798. Tfiere are some 4,900 Jfeto«, 
cmd jperhcLps 25,000 Prot^tants ; nearly the entire pojmkb- • 
tion profess Rorrum Cathplidami. Last' yean* the Society had 
S Colporteurs at work ivho circulated "^^^i 4:9 copies, 

Mr. Kirkpatrick's latest report is quiet in tcNne ajid » itt 
narrative, but with much pleasant matter in' it. There is 
nothing new. The colporteurs, have gone about their 
work as before, and with the usual encouragements and 
rebuff. Their fajEoiliaor oppoueixto) thq c»r^s« qj:e p/^rhaps 
more aggressi^v^e, the socialkts are v^heum^t aa, ^vec, smd 
atheism with other sceptic moods of, mmi ae^m^i tp be 
pervading all grade& of >aooiety. On th^ oth^r W&d i^ot a 
few are turning wistfully to the Go$pel; It is ihe old 
story of light and shadow, and ofb^n apfwrwtly as 
variable aa an. April day. Buti when ow Iwfs backward 
along the line of r-ecent .hi«tOTy, it iSi evid^ijit. that in 
Belgium, as ek&where,' thensi haSj been >a maorked^ a^w^emng 
of popular inteUdgemJce and that the truith i^. a<dvqj^Qjii\g, 

1 The higher life of . thoughit ^std pie^y m .^l-giuj^ji, has 
lost much bythte death of M- Eisaile' dje LftK^y-^*. H^ was 
variously ifcCttompliabed-^artist, auibhor, scm^ntr-rSiiiik^^) while 
an earliest fiibiident. of p0][itijc4 -^ooi^^n^y;'^, s^^JJij . jAOire 
6am«at €hiistiaii. ' > ' If , tike books : -of ^ th^: ecp^«p^i^ md 
the Gospel seem to.disagpefr,' Jie s^d^on^ito it^e/!^nbu];£h 
^mdents), ^'holdiast tothelSjospflh'..' .:- . 



•i , •; 
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ASPEtJT OF THE YeAR. 



Xeair after jreai* the o'pposition we hav:e met with is the same, unbelief 
and • tndiff ereiMe cm one siile, and on the other Ibe ifufluenee of the 
<lei3gjf 'vko fitiit seam i» jrogasd ibd Bible Sociaiy ia the mv^ light, as 
they diKd in 1338, when the Bi»Uo|> of Bcu,g^ enjoined thew, in hi^ 
L^i^ten charge, ^ to fortify themselves against the ii^ubtle ^nachinations 
of a Society hostile alike to God arad the Holy Church ; a Society 
^kieh wddld rab-them of aill tkart is most doArto'then — the precion« 
deposit of^ tJmr iaitb« ' 

It ia d^Bcult to .rofioocile this coutiuu^d J,a>«tjlUjby wit^ the pub- 
lication during the last few ye«^*s of editions of the No^w Xestament 
and the Gospels containing prefaces recouunending the diligent study 
of the Seriptiifes wi^hemt even the tesetye' of having finite t<>i>btidn 
pamuEMUMi from the BiBhop^ euv^, cor confeBBoi:. 'iEbetifi prefaoes .^re 
a h<^M^ttl •ign .«f the times, aad s^aai to prainiBe a ranvsU, of the 
tolerant eiirangelicai spirit which animated the secular clergy in the 
days of De Sacy and Port Koyal. 

In the prc^ee l^o Abb^ Gamier' s eheap illiistv»te*d e^iikm of t^e 
Qmfti^y which he prepMBs sb«iiM. be giv«D «e pnaes in Catholic 
tidioe^y hA-aa^s, ' We do AOb ad viae levixming ti^ Goapel by hearty but 
readiz^g it over ami over aigS'in, ospeciaUy readijig it slowly, and 
meditating upon it. Let it be read with faith, it is the Word of 
God ] with hope, it is the great meanfs of salvation ; with t*h«rity,'f torn 
it tl»ei oiNil dariTae the love of God and. i)f . one'« tieig^bcHur, kwetrna 
and practical like that of J«6U9/ 



The iBABON Emile Dfc Lavblbvb. 

By tha auddku 4aatih of Baron £fniia da Laf^^lej^i th^ ivell-knnwn 
writer on px;)liti«al economy, Protestantism in Belgium t^ sustained a 
great loss. He was almost a solitary instance of a Belgian of educa- 
tioh and position becoming a convert to Protestantism. He wad 'born 
a Koman Cttbhoiic, and completed his education at the Undeversity of 
Lou vain. Like many others he afterwards adopted Liberal opinions, 
and was named Professor of Political Economy of the University 
of Ghent and subsequently at that of Liege. Having married a 
Protestant lady, he was gradually brought to believe deeply in Christ 
as his Saviouv. He always felt an - iiMPtinctive didlike 'to speak 
of Ms religious sentiments, of what passed between: God aad him, and 
it waa not till November, 187S, that he entered his name as a member 
of the Free Chjirch of Liege. He took an active interest ia the wel- 
fare and extension of the Church, attended the opening of the new 
chapel at Paifve, and contributed handsomely to the chapeLnow being 
erected at La Pr6alle, and numberless were his acts of unostentatious 
kindness to the poorer members of the Chm^ch, 
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Issues of the Year — The Colporteurs. 

The returns of the year are decidedly progressive : 
the numbers are close upon twenty thousand.^ Eight 
colporteurs have distributed almost half of the whole, and 
their journals afford many evidences of the best kind of 
success. It is discouraging to find that everywhere the 
most resolute enemies of their sale are not professed 
atheists or sceptics, but ministers of the Roman Catholic 
faith. * Our colporteurs, as also those of the Belgian 
Evangelical Society, constantly find, on returning to some 
village where they had sold a few copies, that, after they 
left, the cur^ had been round to collect as many copies as 
he could find in order to bum them.' It is an unenviable 
task. In spite however of the various difl&culties, the 
colporteurs' sale, though 200 copies below the returns of 
1890, are upwards of a thousand copies above the average 
of the last five years. This is all the more satisfactory as 
the working classes have been restlessly excited about 
labour questions, and * they think,' Mr. Kirkpatrick 
sorrowfully writes, * if they think at all, about nothing 
but the eight hours day, universal suffrage, and the 
prospects of a general strike.' Nor is the principal point 
the number of books sold. Even when he fails to sell, the 
colporteur takes care to read, to invite, to encourage, 
and he frequently meets the good results which follow. 
A very interesting part of evangelical work in Belgium 
is that of the Sunday , Schools, which are happily 
increasing ; and those who wish to find something to 

^ Table op Circulation. 



1891-93. 


Bibles. 

_ 

480 
737 

1,217 
463 

1,680 
223 


Tests. 

3,922 
1,867 

5^279 
4,041 

"9,320 
509 


1 
PortioDB. 


Total. 


1690. 


Sales by Colporteurs 

,, fromDepdt 


4,647 
2,176 

6,823 
1,205 

8,028 
72 


9,049 
4,270 

13,319 
5,709 

19,028 
804 


; 3,001 




To other Societies 


; 12,267 
3,416 

15,683 
772 

16,455 




Total Sales 


Free Grants 




Total Issues 


1,903 


9,829 


8,100 


19,832 





1892.] 



BELGIUM. 2 J 



interest their own young people should read the last 
extract given below. 

Colporteur Work in Antwerp: 

' The difficulties we have to contend with have rather increased than 
dimi&ifih^d during the last year; on one hand are the Socialists and 
Free-thinkers> on the other the Anti-socialists. Both are making the 
greatest efforts to make proselytes. Meetings are held throughout 
my district. - In the smallest villages and hamlets, where formerly 
scarcely a single newspaper was ever to be seen, papers o£ both parties 
are being circulated gratuitously, and the clergy, who are active in 
combating socialism, warn their people against buying books or papers 
not approved by them. During the year I have been visiting all the 
villages in my district, and in many of them I have found on returning 
there that the.cur^ had been round to take away the books I had sold. 
On the 25th November, St. Catharine's Bay, I was at work in the 
village of Mille-Pommes, and sold a Testament to a man I met on the 
road* Just then the cur^ came past and snatched away the book, 
saying it was rank socialism, and that X was a Socialist emissary. 
' Yes,' I replied, ^ this is true socialism,' and I read some passages. 
About thirty persons had stopped to look on, and from their looks I 
thought they meant mischief, when one of them exclaimed : * Well, 
M. le cure, if this is a Socialist book I have become a Socialist without 
knowing it ; for the last ten years I have been readiug it and have 
found many a useful lesson in it." 



Husband and Wife. 

' In a village I sold some months ago a Testament to a woman who 
begged me not to tell any one, not even her husband. Some time after 
I returned to the same house and sold a Bible to her husbaud. He 
was alone, and, putting the book into his pocket, he begged me not to 
tell any one, not even his wife. His wife came in and I spoke about 
what the Scriptures teach, when she brought out her Testament and 
her husband took his Bible from his pocket. They were both surprised 
and much pleased ; both had formerly had the Scriptures, she when a 
servant, and he when in the army.' 



Among the Sailors. 

'The record of the work of Scripture distribution amongst the 
seamen visiting the great port at Antwerp for the year 1891 is one of 
quiet, steady, determined grappling with increased difficulties; often 
cast down but not entirely disheartened ; causing increased thankful- 
ness when some officer, sailor, or fireman is induced to purchase a 
copy of Grod's Word. Often visiting from ten to fifteen ships a day, 
and meeting with no success in any but the last when some one on board 
is led to purchase, the feeling comes that having looked to God for 
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gnidanoe^ witli jniioli eaarnest prayer, it musi be th^t ihe Lord u^tends 
this copy to bring about some great results, even the bringing a eoul 
to a saving knowledge of Himself as revealed therein, in the person 
and work of His Son Jesus Christ. Any amount of labour is repaid 
by this. The questfian .f Have you a Bible or Testament 1 * is calculated 
to set those asked thinking of eternal things, and to many a sin- 
hardened; heart i\i feririgd the metooryeyf home and the^aysd dhiJIBhood 
and youth; atid Vat^dus iinswers afre gtren 8ho\^g in feome easM fe^- 
ingy dfefepjy ni'ovetf.^ ^ One said he had' hi« itiother's^ Bible f rfife bad bepen 
dead-fif<!emi years /'he UkA t*iken' it -with" him^ over tlicmsaiids (rf mi)w 
of SGa ; his ' mbst ptitM cdmpatfitm, whiteh h« vfekied* mcnm thim he 
ctniM ieir. Otfier» have^ said; ' My mtrther or' my wite"«ro^d »oot l«t 
me go aw^ay withoitt a Bible.' Many seamed ha-w, with all their 
faiiTO, a child-like sii^pRcfty. Visiting a sick captain who ponsluuied 
a Bible, and speakiiig' to him about spiritual thnigs, he said he had 
never beefn tronMedaB some were with doubts jfcbotit the troi^ of 
Scripture, and he was ftot danited by the frict that he-eotild notuiider^ 
stand parts of it. He cGnld never rorget the simple portions pead to 
him and taught him by His mother. Hhey fully b^m-v^nced him that to 
have salvation he must cortie to the Lord Jesngf ito th^ jqarit ^f- a litUe 
child, accepting (Jod*s gift of etet-nal'life with the^taguet^oniny faith 
of one. ' m wa:s very earnest, and' I sincerely believe *will be louad by 
and by amoAgfh^ redeemed' in heavtffl.'' 

, UaE BeLGUAN lJvANGJEJ.ICAL SoGIETVi ^ ' ' 

••'■•• • " .; ... 

This excellent society has nine Bible Yettders^ atfiti' flvo culpoiftenrB, 
who have sold 3931 copies. Pastor Anet writes as follows: — 'The 
greatest enemy of colportage is the priest. Nearly every month our 
colporteurs tell of copies 61 the Scriptures taken away and burnt by 
the prie^tA. They are continually being told : ' Tl^ priest forbids us 
to read the Bil^e, the pri^st has taken away my book, the priest has 
burnt ;ib.' Of ten another cx>py ,is bought,, one whi^h th^ priesj) phall 
not h^ve» 

* We are not witiiaut encouragement. We hear of many persons 
who have, for years been reading the BiU^ without making, any open 
professioi). To mention* one among many instances^ Ip the faubourg 
of Sdaaaifbeeok where we have rec^tly opened a ;aew . evangel^tie 
hall, our new colporteur at Brussels met a woman to whom he ofEered 
his books. * I have had a Testament these ten years ; it is the book of 
all others I like to read, especially the Gospels, for there it is Jesus 
Himself who speaks.' This woman iiow att^ids our services regularly, 
and so do several other persons whom the colporteurs had met, and 
who have long had Bibles or Testaments. 

* In most of our Churches there are membei^s' who endeavoor to 
place the Scriptures ill Roman Catholic or unbeH«^ng"fainlii«3.' 

Sunday. Schools AND the Childben.. 

Tlie Missionary Sunday schook for children -co^itinne to 'be a 
Valuable, as they are a most interesting, mentoe ttf spt^eadit^ 'tlm 
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Gospel. There were last year fifty-eight, and two new ones have this 
year been opened. One of these was at Brussels. At first the children 
were rather boisterous, biit'thej. sootii calmed down, and now listen 
with interest to the lessons and join heartily in the hymns. Many 
who whjlie you^g. attpnde^} epme of . t^ese< .-s^hoq^s J:)ave j^nce become 
earnest . 'QJbf'isti^.n pepple., Om l&dj, wbo alen^e of his family had 
attended both Sunday school and chapel, having died, the pastor was 
asked to perform the funeral service. After this the whole family 
joined the evangelical services, and one memlbef of the family 
has srhbwn earnest/ and fervent' piety, aild in' lesrs than a year 
hfl^^b^ thxi meabfd of bimgin^tkveiiiy pebplef to a Imcxwledge 6£ th^. 
tTiitb4rviA Uttte girli having, been, at oneief thq phs^itmafi .{etasy .w^^ied . 
hey paiienta to let her attiend the Sun4ay school, but they always, 
found^some pretext for refusing, The family having come to live,' 
opposite thfe chapel' ste sAid 'thette coilld be now no difficulty, 
so she triusr allowed, to go. Soibe Sandaiyfii itfterwards she came up to 
the pastotf holding la.womaiii by thie hand-^< Her^.iB Moiblieir/ sh^ ^id 
witl^ A jfs^fnl look, * apd Father is dowp. jihere near the door/ — Two little 
girls were placed last year in a public school by their father, a man of 
pleasing address and apparently good ixieans. He said he wa$ obliged to 
go to^^dbfUilftt onee but would soon^ return. Six.months passed >: he 
jifBVec.cvitie; at last Ijei was hei^rd. of a^ ooaiyiGted o£ ffeCud. The, poor 
UttU creatureB — after many efforts had.bee^ made on their . behd-lf — 
were sent to the workhouse. .Onp of the Society's Bibles, was given to 
feach of them,' and the gchool-misti-esis wrote 'their n^tmes inside. It will 
be a i*ei&etaibrano# of t^e hclppy'diiyil thdy apeirt at school*; and it id 
hoped a oogirCort JAlihe* trials they majy hanre tQ boar: 



CONOWSJON- 

The precediag ecxtiacte. aore^ specimens only of the 
copious journals of the year. Fuller accounts may be 
found alsewhene^.^' The ,eyi4eiice. given is decided ais to» the 
wide usefulness of the Society's work. ' Here,* writes one 
of the men, ' maury of my books w^re burnt, but soipe 
refused to give them up, an<jl these resolute people I found 
afterwards had practically evangelised the whole village. 
Elsewhere all the copies were destroyed except oiiQ, but 
th^t one everybody in the village had read/. Such a case of 
loss in the first instan^ce, but afl^erwards ojf higher and bettei* 
gain, is at oD(ce an.iUu^tratiQn and a, pipphecy of the 
progress of ;the Society's- work in the whole country. 

^ See The Society s Monthly Reporter, 
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§ 4. HOLLAND, 

Populatum (1890), 4,511,610. Total CircuiaiUm far the 
year by th^ Ifeiherlomdg^ cmd the BriUah and Foreign BSU$ 
Societie$f 94,378. 

For nearly fifty years Holland has had a place in the 
Society's Annual Report In 1843 Mr. Tiddy introduced 
colportage into the country, and so great was the demand 
for Scriptures that in thirteen weeks five men sold 12,000 
Bibles. In the second year of their labours 46,155 were 
circulated, and in the third 76,575, so mightily grew the 
Word of God Then for a while there was a decline, but 
from that day to this the Society has never ceased to carry 
on an important work in Holland. 

It was not until 1865 that an Agent was appointed in 
the person of Mr. Van der Bom, who had previously acted 
as the Society's Depositary in Amsterdam. He was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. H. J. Reese in 1875, and on January 1st, 
1882, Mr. H, Grelinger undertook the office which his 
predecessor had vacated through ill health. Since that 
date Mr. Grelinger has conducted the Society's afisairs to 
the entire satisfaction of the Committee. His letters and 
reports have always manifested a deep interest in the 
spiritual wants of the Dutch people, while in every depart- 
ment he has efficiently fulfilled the business duties of his 
office. 

In the last Report it was intimated that the time for 
carrying out the Committee's resolution to withdraw from 
Hollana was fast approaching. It is fixed for November 
1st, of the current year.^ Although assured that the step 
is a right one, the Committee cannot dissolve their con- 
nection with Holland without a sense of pain and loss. 
They sympathise with Mr. Grelinger in having to relinquish 
a position to which they know he attaches a high value, 
and duties that to him have ever been a delight. 

The privilege and responsibility of providing Holland 
with the Scriptures will henceforth devolve on the Nether- 

1 The withdrawal only affects Holland itself, and does not refer to the Dntch 
Colonies. 
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lands Bible Society, and the Committee earnestly pray that 
the requisite wisdom and grace rpay be granted to its 
Committee.^ In order, however, to prevent any disappoint- 
ment or serious inconvenience to) their Dutch friends, the 
Committee hope to arrange for this Society's Scriptures 
being procurable, at least for a time, by those who desire 
them. After this explanatory introduction, Mr. Grelinger 
in his report which follows gives expression to his own 
views and feelings. 

The past year was in many respects for Holland a very important 
one. The elections brought a severe blow to the * Conservatives,' and 
we have again a * Liberal ' government. Calvinists and Romanists, 
who had united under the former government, have dissolved their 
alliance. However, love for the young Queen is shared by all parties. 
A Social Christian Congress convened in Amsterdam was attended by 
all the various churches. Our best and most able men gave their time 
and talents to the important questions of the day. May this Con- 
gress prove to be a benefit to our working classes. Another joyful 
event is, that two large dissenting churches are now being united. 
May this union produce much spiritual fruit. 

Whilst I write this last report I feel something like an architect 
who was called to complete a structure already nearly finished. But 
during the short time I have been engaged in Bible- work I have found 
it so interesting and so elevating, that it is with great reluctance I 
think of its approaching completion. On the 26th January, 1882, 
having been only four weeks in office, the Secretary wrote to me : 
* You know we should be only too glad if the Christian countries of 
Europe would do all the Bible-work they need for themselves and for 
their colonies.' At the same time the Rev. Lindeboom of the 
Christian Beformed Church at Zaandam published a brochure in which 
he tried to awaken more interest in Bible- work. He wrote : * It is a 
shame for the country to be provided by foreigners with the funda- 
mentals of our Christian existence.' On the 14th February the same 
year I wrote to the Secretary : * Would the Committee allow me to 
consider it my mission to induce the Dutch people to do their own 
Bible-work? If so, I should be glad to undertake such a task.' 

What ten years ago we by anticipation desired has become a joyful 
reality. The effect is that our situation in Holland is now quite 
different from what it was ten years ago. Our daughter, the Nether- 
lands Bible Society, shows a new and vigorous life. Colportage so 
long neglected has been introduced. Dep6ts have been established 
throughout the country ; and the authorised version, like our own 
editions, )ias been published ; and Bibles with references brought into 

^ The Netherlands Bible Society was one of the Continental Societies called into 
existence through the inflaence and help of this Society. It was instituted in 1815, 
and has carried on an extensive and yaluable work ever since, and has of late years 
considerably enlarged its efforts and perfected its methods. 
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cdrcuJatiofu. . In consiequeiiGie of tiae^e bene^oial changeath^ ciqnfi^xiice 
oi thje people is graduaUj returning. I theref oi'e cherish great liope 
that after our withdrawal Bible-work will be carried on by the Dutch 
people themselves withoilt otlr support. May Crod' qualify ^hfewi' to' 
spread tbe inoorriiplii4>le s^d under th& iiifluetice» oi tb€ Jif^lyiSpiriti. . r 

1 N^tO'thig }a»b iteport 'vifrth . a mksied ioeling .of joy and ,gf iel*. .- Dt 
joy l^&c%u£e our $pcielby can; look bai^k .on a ^priotts and noble work 
achieved in^ Holland. Since 1843 it has put into circulation 1,434,721 
copies of the Holy Scripttires. ' We can be Isure tHat thousands attd 
thousafkiA of %hese Bcri^tures'lva/vd. broagiit; peade and cottfovti into the 
homes of our people. This Society had a large sharjB in prompt ipg,r the 
spiritual revival of forty years ago in this country. It has conferred a 
great blessing upon our Christian schools by providing them with Scrip- 
tures at a very low price ; and we can reflect with much satisfaction 
and thankfulness on the \f ork of our colporteurs wlio for forty years 
have traversed the whole land offering the living bread eviery^here i>6 
everyona Is not this a glorious past upon which the Bible Society 
can look hack with joy T I was permitted to bring this work tb a 
close fully aware of the great responsibility of our withdrawal: FroDi 
the beginning of my office I was persuaded that it was a right step 
before God and man. But my heart grows sad thinking that this will be 
the last report I shall write about our work in this country. It is a 
melancholy thought that this year the bond which u^tBS me to such 
a holy, work will be severed, and that henceforth I snail be separated 
from the noble,. Committee and its officers with whom I have been all 
these years in bonds of Christian fellowship. The 1st !N'6Vember this 
year will create a sorrowful blank in my life. Kearly eleven yea^s of 
hi^^ work, the happiest time of my life, will then bmong to the past. 

r thank the Committee most cordially for all their f6rbearance 
towards my deficiencies, and for all the love and disinterested support 
they have given me from the beginning to the close of my work in 
this country. May God's rich blessing rest upon the present atid 
future members of the Committee, and upon all those who support our 
Divine work with a prayerful heart. 

Besides a legacy of £398 6«. 8d. the contributions from Holland 
amounted to £88 I85. The circulation of the year is given below. ^ 
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^cmiSy .16,755,734^ Soman' - Cathotici, 125,673 [Oilier, 
Christians,' and ^&3,172 Jews'; jColporteurs {Britiih and ' 
Pdreiffvt' S^le S&ciei^) 36,- -wlio eirciUu^d 62,542" a^piss ;'"■ 

 

! The <irearitiai). Eiii|)db6^ amdng. it» fdzty-saveo^ opUiaias lOif 
people^ iiicltideiB aixteeD; miiUiion^ <0i om third -of tib4 whote 
who-.ioto BDuembers of the Ghurehi of Rome, It ii^. to th^eae, 
»s ;Tfell« as to others wliose natiyie .tongue is not tboi of the 
Faiiiadaiid^ thM tbe'EiPble' Sdciety specially djery'dles its 
enei^ieB. Tli<i needs of tli^ P|fote3taiDts are sqpplied by the 
German. Soeiaties. 

:: Am entirely gattefeiatory'. teport eJiould show an; incroase 
in imbh: these depafftmenfe. Thefe . .id room fpr i^e£ixite 
iiMSreaae, and lun^k mnist; yet be dona hefdre the Bible i^^ iji 
,Gennany the book 'of the people. It i% therefore to be 
regretted that on ooaeeridfe of the retuJrns there is diminution. 
The Bible Soeiety's wotk haa aidvaneed, and in colpottage 
this has been an exeeUent Jraar : but the total :of the 
German Societies has not equalled that of 1890. The 
differenee is alight;^ but a level worthy of the nation has 
never yet been reached, and one cannot expect too much 
from 1;he devotion and the energ}r of German Christianity. 

In one respect the past year will always be memorable — 
it has seen the completion and the publication of the 
revised Luther Bible. That venerable monument of 
Reformation scholarship and devotion has been revised in 
the light of modem exegesis, and the names of DeUtzsch and 
Dahlmann, Beyschlag, and Tholuck indicate with what 
width of erudition and warmth of piety. Hitherto there 
has not been in Grermany any edition corresponding in 

feneral acceptance to that qf tiie Authorized version in 
Ingland, and the divergeneies of text, phraseology and 
orthography in those in use, has been more than incon- 
venient. Now that the great old Book — noblest of Teutonic 
classics as well as a marvellous Gospel — has again been set 

• ■' 818,766 copies fW 1891, compared witlv3l5.256 for 1890. See? Table of Total 
Circulation in Appendix A*. 
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forth, it is to be hoped that its appearance may constitute 
a new era in Bible study and Bible circulation in Germany. 

The new Luther Bible was issued on March 1st, 1892 : 
in November of the previous year Dr. Hegel, President of 
the Prussian Bible Society, died. Some record, however 
slight, of this good and ^ble man , should appear on these 
pages. Dr. Hegel was the son of the philosopher, but his 
interests were less speculative than practical, and he gave 
his influence and ability to the diffusion of the Gospel of 
Him who is the Word and the Revelation of God. Courteous 
and devout he was no less resolute in will, and his pearaonal 
piety was no less pronounced than his sense of duty. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society had in Germany 
few better friends tha.n Dr. Hegel, and few understood 
better and acknowledged more readily the services it has 
rendered to his country. Dr. Hegel was the Eighth 
President of the Berlin Society, it prospered conspicuously 
under his control, and the issues of 1890 — the last complete 
year of his administration — ^were seven times those of 1866, 
when he first occupied the Presidential chair. 

Details of the year's work and illustrations of colportage 
life follow under their usual headings. 



I. Statistics and Details op Circulation.^ 

While the issues of the German Societies taken together 
are slightly less than that of last year, it should be noticed 

^ Table of Circulation. 
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German Army & Navy...! 1,562 
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1890. 


1889. 
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62,542 
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9,910 


54,203 

157,895 

9,118 
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55,008 
157,550 

7,680 
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25,548 

2,230 

18,779 


228,063 
26,852 
50,668 

305,083 
4,081 
6,451 

815,616 


221,216 
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295,463 
5,299 


220,138 
33,738 
48,112 


41,557 
2,716 
3,085 


296,988 
7,084 


47,358 


300,762 


804,022 
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that several show advance. This is true of the Wtirtemburg 
Bible Institute at Stuttgart, which from the fifty thousand 
copies of 1890, has advanced to almost fifty-eight in 1891 : 
of the Saxon Bible Society, Dresden, and of the Central 
Bible Association, Nuremburg. The returns of other 
Societies — six in number — show a slight decline. 

The Issues of the Year. 

Our issues in 1891 exceeded half a million of copies. Only on one 
previous occasion,- in 1885, has this total been reached in an ordinary 
year. The exact figures were 536,959 volumes, of which 221,344 copies 
went to England, Kussia and other countries; 258,496 were circulated 
in Grermany and 57,119 in Switzerland. Hie value of the copies 
exported was £6,954 19». 4d. ; of those circulated in Germany and 
Switzerland, £11,137 65. Sd, ; total, £18,092 6^. Od. Our receipts for 
Scriptures were £10,629 6ff. Sd,, or, including the copies given gra- 
tuitously, at the rate of 8Y^rf. per copy. There is a decrease of nearly 
9,000 in supplies to Bible Societies — a hopeful sign of increased self- 
dependence on the part of these sister organizations. Otir own direct 
work continues to increase. 



Details of General Circulation. 

The total circulation of all the Bible Societies working in Germany 
was last year, 639,692 copies, against 644,482 in 1890, which gives 
13^^ copies to one thousand of population to 13y^^ in the former 
year. There is a slight falling off in the work of the German Societies ; 
that of the British and Foreign shows a small advance. We should be 
sorry to think that the circulation had reached its highest limit and 
that a retrograde movement will now set in. The falling off of 1891, 
compared with . 1890, was 4,790 copies. Examined more closely the 
figures show a decrease of 9,395 Bibles and 17,502 Portions : but an 
encouraging increase of 22,107 New Testaments. The total of New 
Testaments circulated was 317,046, the highest figure ever yet attained 
in an ordinary year.. Our own increase of New Testaments was about 
10,000 copies. This may be due, in part, to the popularity of our 
beautiful 3d, 1 6mo. New Testament and Psalms. 

Bible Work in the Army and Navy. 

The German Army and Navy received from us last year 1,562 
Bibles, 8,254 New Testaments, and 94 Portions ; total, 9,910 
copies for £220 6«. ^d. From the interesting report of Colonel 
Klefeker, the Iloyal Commissioner for Bible work, in the Prussian 
Army and Imperial Navy, we gather that the Scriptures provided 
through him to the troops and marines in 1891 amounted altogether to 
36,965 copies, or close upon double the circulation of the year 1881. 
(Of this figure, 4,522 Bibles and 21,514 New Testaments—total, 26,036 
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oopiias 'Were supplied bj the FiiuMa^ £ibli9 Socoatj.) Great .pcaise is 
due tp^ Colooel !^lefeker for hjfi iintirixig devotion to this worJk aud for 
the practioal 'way in which the business arrangements are parried out. 
Uncontieeted with the work of Colonel Klefeker, and addifcionar to it, 
the IBIble Inetitate of Btultgart ^ppliisd' 5,5t)7 cdpies «o'<^ gaamsoAB 
of Wiirteubw^ and 215 to Wiu*teniheig tmMyps stationed' at Sk^rasbmrir- 
This makes a grand total through aU channel^ of ^2,687 .copies pro- 
vided to the Army and Navy — an abundant sowing of the good seed 
which should, with God's blessing, in due time yield an abundant 
harvest. 

The coatiriJbufiiQixfl received in 1891 were^^l IZs. Id^aconaidfixahle 
daerease «& those of the preTiou& year which, however^ contained eome 
extraocdinafy itam& «The falling o£E is alao partly due to the contribu- 
tion from the Ladies.' Auxiliary at Hamburg reaching u^ late in. January^ 
when the accouAts for 1881 wexie already closed. Otir warmest thankd 
are due as usual to our devoted and indefatigable friend^ Miss Eliratei), 
with whma we would associate on this ocoasion JVldme. GodeSsoy, 
the President of the Auxiliary. Both these ladies, with the athers 
associated with them, have given the Bible Society their best services. 
Correspondence with the Auxiliary was more than usually active last 
year, the object being to devise means to secure a more thoroughly Col- 
portage of Hamburg and its- enviroae. The city, growa rapidly, and there 
is reason to believe that Bible. work does not keep pace with this 
growth. XVe have happily been able to make What we believe to be an 
admirable arrangement, which will ^^eatly increase our usefulness and 
be a source of satisfaction to all concerned. We would also express 
our best thanks to Colonel Klefeker for another remittance in aid of 
Bible work, in the Army, and to James Pullar, Esq., of Perth, Scotlatrd, 
both for a handsome donation to the Society's funds, and for the kind- 
ness shown during his sunimer stay at Hamburg to our aged colporteur 
Gelhaar, located there. While we heartily thank all the donors of 
much or little, we would mention here how much pleaded and en- 
couraged we were to receive the financial help of Siegfried Stein, Esq., 
of Bonn, and some of his friends, in providing the Scriptures f6r the 
pilgrims of Treves', during the exhibition of the * Holy Coat.' ' Mr; 
Stein remitted £b 15«., and his cdrrespomfence confirmed us ih the 
opinion we had formed that the congregating of so many ignorant 
peasants for a superstitious purpose at Treves, was an occasion which 
ought to be utilizedi to put tkota imposMssJani ti the Word of God. 
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TixejoiisCAals iroxa widcli extracts are giveii lead iis from 
di^tffict io.diataict of Romaia CatWUc Gerxnianiy. Tlie picture 
they give 'i» srmilar in mo*t of its (let-ails to that seen im 
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Belgium and France. Tlfce. priest, oecaaionally urbane and 
liberal, is usually the colporteur's most unrelenting enemy. 
Of Po^n.,. 'Mr. ^att wntes what, witJh ^ome. qualification, 
is imie of ^v&py tEomaa Caliholic difiki(^ ;. ' ThQ . U3U^ 
course of affairs is this — the people at first \my willingly : 
then foUo^ the anathemas of the priest, arnd good it is if 
the colporieur is akeady out of the way. But curiosity, and, 
left us hc^% in mamy ixistraaae3,.rs<(iMSi«tbiiig better, lead^ to 
an examine tsion of the books, «ind tbeir saksm^oa. on retum- 
ing find two-camps— those who srde wrth the books as good, 
attd thoae who side with the priest' This very diflFerence 
of optoieai iawlieates healthy activity of miud. There. a.re 
not a few mo(rt pleasaort mdAmtf^ given, as well >m tboae of 
a de^pressing kind, and the general survey, is cottiparatively 
good ajidj^ncpuragiAg. . 



EviPiEKCES OP PROGREas. 

- • - 

Our colporteurs last year accomplished more per man, were more 
froe^.nd happy in their work^. and earned a better income than m any 
previoua year;. The average circulation of one man iti twelve months 
has risen from 1,464 copies in 1886 to 1,6«9 copies in 1887, 2,t)16 
in 1888, 2,185 in 1889, 2,267 in 1890 to 2,588 in 1891, the highest 
figure yet attained. The man/^ earnings were nearly 23«. a month 
more than in 1881. The cost of circulation per copy was a fraction less 
tbau i» tjiat y«ar. These s^biafactory j;^$uits ^e due, under God, to 
tJU^ dwatioi^ aiwi iwiustry of the mep, who are deservii^g of all en- 
€MNir9^Q«bekntiii(pd proJuBfi. 



•' ■• • 

Our staff comprised twenty-six men, one fewer tlwMa in 18«90. Tke 
circulation '^as',62,542 copies compared with 54,2^ in the pr8Vwwiia.yeM? j 
increase, '8,339 'copies. A nattiral result of the eeo^ntwition of o«ir 
efforts on thfe predotniri6,i;itly H'onian-'OAtkeiic provinces is a f»lKi^ off 
in the sale d/ ' cgmplete Blblfes, 'so largely used as sefeeol boo]^s by 
Protestai;tts. ' The exact Hfigures-were^a 0^41^ agaiotet* iJOjS^ in 1890, 
decrea^ 3*45 copies/ In Few TtestaBwmts'aind Pe^tkms-there-waa^an 
advance on tihe previous year of e;48T a»d 2,107 eopie» pespedjively. 
The average t-ecefpts per t;opy:wfete 6^*^. a^nisf «t%^1 in IS^ya 
decrease of .3d. id. per 100 copies' sold.' = The gross colpottage receipts 
last y^ar ^0?"© .£'1,638 16s. 9d: 'The eicpeiadi%t»e, «ajc^w^d of k»s -on 
selling pfices, '^'£1 ,7^S 10«. ' 7d. - Bat^h copy s^M w$m9 a direct migsionary 
effort, and'from this point of viti^ the- etttlaywa8ft*lly justified. 
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TfiilVES AND THB RhINELAND. 

The most stirring and interesting episode of onr colportage opera* 
tions last y^ar was the work done at Treves (Trier) during the exhi- 
bition of the * Holy Goat ' there last summer ; on this see the McmMy 
Jieparter for 1892. 

Treves being in Rbineland (Rhenish Prussia), the deep ^iritual 
needs of this province were brought prominently into view. Poverty, 
ignorance, and superstition are at home there. The priest is all power- 
ful, and neither the colporteur nor his Bible gets a fair hearing. The 
people are friendly and respectful, and would be'Viliing purchasers of 
the Scriptures if not incited against them by the clergy. Henschel, 
with head quarters at Treves, circulated 3,068 copies in the province 
last year. Some of his happiest hours d.re spent among so-called 
^ mixed marriages,' i.e., the husband or the wife a Roman CSatholic, the 
other a Protestant. Such families are, as a rule^ lost to Protestantism. 
But prejudice is for the moment broken down, and if a halt is made on 
the way to Rome, it is often due to the timely admonitions of the Bible 
colporteur and to his services in persuading them to seek spiritual 
light and truth from a prayerful perusal of the Bible. A Roman 
Catholic, with a Protestant wife, pleaded his Catholicism as a reason 
for not buying a Bible, upon the acquisition of which his wife seemed 
to have set her heart. Henschel explained that it is not Catholicism, or 
Protestantism, or Juda^ism which takes us to heaven ; we must be born 
again, and have become in reality children of God. Conversation and 
the reading of passages of Scriptures followed, when a large type Bible 
was gladly bought, and the firm intention expressed to read it diligently. 



Fbom Baben to WUrtembukg. 

Just across the Rhine from Alsace we have the Grand Duohy of 
Baden, with a million of its one and a half millions of population 
Roman Catholics. Perhaps no other part of Germany has been so n^^ell 
cared for by us as this section ; our colporteurs have always been able 
and conscientious men. Our total circulation last year was 1 4,486 copies, 
of which 6,219 were due to colportage. Lenz disposed of 2,887 and 
Stein 3,332 copies. These figures represent very efficient work done 
under circumstances which called for much Christian fortitude, patience, 
and longsufEering. Stein writes : ' While one Catholic priest disap- 
proved of my books, another expressed the wish that I might succeed 
in selling many New Testaments to his parishioners. Thus pleasant 
and painful experiences alternate rapidly in the colporteur's life.' 

Proceeding down the Rhine and recrossing to the left bank at Spires, 
we find ourselves in the Palatinate, or Rhenish Bavaria» while on the 
extreme north-eastern frontier of Baden is the northern part of Bavaria 
proper. Bavaria has five millions of population, two-thirds of whom 
belong to the Church of Rome. Wedged in between Bavaria and 
Baden and with the exception of a few miles of coast-line of the Lake of 
Constance, completely enclosed by them, is the kingdom of WUrtemberg, 
which> in turn, completely surrounds, and encloses the small Roman 
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Catholic principality of HohenzoUern, belonging to Prussia. These 
sections, with part of the Grand Duchy of Hesse- Darmstadt, all lying to 
the south of the river Maine — the so-called Maine line — form South Ger- 
many proper, and contain seven of the sixteen million Roman Catholics 
of Germany. Wurtemberg and Hohenzollem are, so far as we are con- 
cerned, fallow ground. The Wurtemberg Bible Irstitute, at Stuttgart, 
is the most active and enterprising sister Bible Society in Germany. Its 
circulation within its own frontier last year was 49,903 copies or 24 
copies ' to one thousand of population. This was five times the figure 
per thousand attained in the neighbouring kingdom of Bavaria, and 
nearly double the average for the whole empire. But the 700,000 
Catholics within its borders are, the- Army excepted, practically 
neglected. 

In Bavabu. 

Despite the denunciations and warnings of the priest. Colporteur 
Steger sold twenty copies in a village, near Batisbone. Called a 
swindler and blackguard, Steger calmly replied that he had the Word 
of God to sell, and was no swindlei*. * Are you the mian against whom?t 
this warning is issued 1 ' he was asked, and the. newspaper with the> 
warning in it was shown to him. * I am the man,* he replied, * here is 
the Word of Truth ; if there is falsehood, examine and judge for 
yourselves.' Several New Testaments were bought. Meanwhile the 
excitement in the village increased and a storm seemed to be brewing. 
Steger was charged with selling Protest^^nt and Socialistic books, and 
{)ersozial violence was threatened. To all this opposition he replied, 
' I sell only the Word of God ; let anyone read it and he will be con- 
vinced that I speak the truth.' Steger adds : ^ Despite all this .hos- 
tility and uproar I was able to sow the good seed abundantly in this 
village.' In the neighbourhood of Fiirth Steger found traces of fruit 
borne by work done there ten years before. Many of the New Test^^ 
ments then sold had become precious to their possessors, who had had 
vigorously to oppose the priest when he ordered their destruction, A , 
woman who had bought a Bible gave evidence of having received much 
spiritual blessing. A man had given up his Bible to be.de^tiroyed 
and was now glad of the opportuoity to provide himself with another 
copy. Steger reports that in Bavaria even the Protestants are not 
provided with the Scriptures as they should be. * Of twelve Protest- 
ant families in a village only six had Biblef(. Two others had New 
Testaments, the rest no part of God's Word, and they did not feel they 
had any need of it., I was able to place Bibles in three families, and I 
did not omit to speak very seriously with them about their spiritual 
well-being.' 

A Pleasant Page from Silesia. 

Among the Roman Catholic clergy there are also iiieD who love 
the Word of God. Herrmann came into a district where the good 
results of the labours of such a man were very visible in the fruits 
which they had borne. He saw a 2^ew Testament having the words 
' This is the Word of God, its own expounder ' signed by the priest ou , 
the flyleaf. A mother in very poor circumstances who, through tlie 



34- EIGaXY-BB&JHfTH' BEPORT. [l-S^S. 

lahoiars of tliis priest, kuBw the Scriptures ao4 possessed a Bi^ole, Wiiiglit 
a>New Testament for eaek of her ekildrea It was with Mgreit 8^ 
could, not a^rd to buy them each a^ Bible. Ais the.<ilo6e of a* very 
iopyUiig day Pliska oaiXed upeit the Polish priasty . ^ho finsb.boa^t 
copied for lus otvn use and then took PlisJufV remaining, mxpfky of 
Polish Wuyk New Testa toentsw He e.xprea$ldd h\» pleasure at being 
able to ^ve a New Testaioent to a ooapl« he w«« to mairy oa the 
fotiowio^ day. Pliska came across an old iwan jdf .serenty'-thisefr, a 
tailor, whor twenty years befbre, bad bought a J^ew Testoiaeatr asd 
through its diligent perusal had found peace with God. Gomptainta 
had' been made about him . that he was no Jdiorea §^ood Geitholio. He. waa 
giteatly pleaseid to hear Pliska'a account of hk siiccesa m hie work. 
At the sale of a deceased priest's books a shoemaker bought a Bible* 
for S^d.y and found in it a treasure he did not expect. The new 
priest was opposed to the readings of the Scriptures. 

Beead Cast on the Waters. 

Oolpoa»teuP Lati had' recently w curimis and plerfsiag* eicpenenoe 
which is worth recording. In K^wrigertjerg, whei^ he lives^ he Was pro- 
ceeding to bis hon^ft-one evening', tired afWr a k^ng daj's-w^ork, wtien 
a lady accosted him' with the enMjiairy wlrtrther he wfes- Mr L«u, the 
Bible colporteur. 0«l his replying' in the aHirmative'iahe related te^ feim 
that when as ayoung^girl she li^ed with her patients fiearthe BttSsiMi 
frontier, Lau had conducfeed- a prayer meeting <me' evening in tteir 
neighbourhood to which her mother had tafe<^n her. Oft that occasion 
he prayed most earnestly fbr the yoting, which had made a deep rfnd 
lasting impression on her mind. &he wat» not<» well married, she* s;^, 
was living in Konigfebefg-, awd ha/d! children of her* own. Ifer h^mbattd 
and herself tried to live knt Chri^. Bhd had^ «tftei> washed to meei the 
colporteur again, and noticing his- bag of Scripturesj sfee could* not 
resist the temptation to speak to hhn. She eoncluiM' by say^mg-H^ew 
delighted her husband and she would be if Lau would visit, them at 
their house, which he promised to' do. Lau, who =is approaching the 
alloted span of' three score years- and ten, an4 is in very p&or heallb^ 
was greatly cheered by this evidence of good done by his labonrs in 
former yeara 

III. Conclusion. 

Compared with those of 1890, — and that was an excep- 
tionally favourable year, — the returns of 1891 are in maiiy 
respects encouraging. Looking still further back it is seen 
that the orgajnization of the British and Foreign Society is 
increasing in eflFectiveness : greater results are being ac- 
complished with les& expenditure both of moniey and meaa.^ 

^ The Society's staff of Colporteurs in 1S91 was 26. compared with o8 in 18&1, 
but the direct work in Germany shows an increase in the latter year over the former 
of 86,000 copies. 
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The Grenn^uSotrieties, which huve recently made remarkaWe 
advance, are for the mt)mient almost stationary, but it caitnot 
be believed that thfe force of that onward tnovement is being 
exhatisted. Thert3 scre^ fe^' conntrieis from which nrrore may 
be expected, 'and in 'wfttch expansion: of . Christian', life and 
energy wotild have wi(Jer resttlts thaA in Germany. The 
returiis of 1^'92, itranst be hoped, wiW triumphantly remore 
any doubt as- to the progress of Bible work there. 



§6;SrWLTZEtBLAND. 

J^vpidcaiony ixotbrdrng' t» tha^ Oensitt qf 1(888, 2,^33^3^ 
Total Scripture circulati<yn for the year, 65,330, of v^mh^ . 
57,119 copies were supplied by the British and Foreign 
Bible ^Society. 

The jear 1891; like that of 18.95, will be a marked one 
in the history of tiiis Society's relations with Switzerland ;. 
but before procfeeding to- describe the change which haa 
taken place it will be well to give the stati&ties for ISS^l. 

The circnlktioTi of the Scriptures, which had been 
seriously diminishing since 1885, hais mWfe a gratifying 
advance dutring tha paati year. The table betlow^ will nimw 
the BKtenfe and! natm-e of th^ pr^^gresB achieved". 

For sereral years past the Committee have aimed at the 
witLdrawal of the Society from countrie& which are largiely 

^ Table or GinouBAVioif* 



Editions. l^ibles. 



X. Tests. I 3?oi-tions. i. 



I ( I 1891. 



1890. ie«#. 



39,117 i^AlQ 



"^t^A^ ^''^' 2MM, 1M«-' M,u« 

Othw-Sbrifymitf E<JHi6n&' 4,9619 I • 9,^2 ' W : 8,211 ' 8,9W 9;Zm 

Totai ISai 19,521 28,8^2 16,ft57 e>5,3a0 ; 48,lia 52,462 

„ 1890 17,819 23,670 6,624." — ' — . — 



j> 



1SS9 ' 19,757 28,09« 6,6S6 
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Protestant, with the view of devoting the funds so released 
to the extension of their work in Muhammadan and heathen 
lands. They also believe that the Protestant Churches 
would themselves benefit by undertaking the responsibility 
of supplying their respective countries with the Holy 
Scriptures. But the change has to be effected with great 
care so as to secure the efficient continuance of the work 
without at the same time overburdening the national 
Societies. 

Thus far the Committee have only seen their way to 
withdraw from Sweden, and Holland. Switzerland, as 
will be seen hereafter, is in a transitional state, and will 
in due time, it is hoped, be able to relieve this Society 
from a part of the expenditure on its behalf 

As this year introduces an important change in the 
Society's arrangements with the Swiss Societies, a brief 
reference to the Committee's past efforts on behalf of Switzer- 
land will be of interest. 



Several Cantonal Bible Societies were formed early in the century, 
which were liberally aided by grants from the Parent Society. The 
most important was that of . Basle, through which, during the period 
when England and France were at war, Scriptures were largely dis- 
tributed in France. A Bible Society was instituted at Zurich in 1812, 
and at St. Gall in the following year. 

The first direct work in Switzerland undertaken by the Society was 
through Lieutenant Graydon in 1845. By his personal labours, wise 
arrangements, and the help of zealous friends, he placed a very large 
number of Scriptures in circulation. Lieutenant Gr&ydon, while 
ready to recommend your Committee to grant all necessary help, was 
anxious to see the Cantonal Societies lean less. on the Parent Society, 
and undertake a larger share in the labour and expense of Bible-work 
in. their country. This most desirable, object the Committee have 
ever kept in view, and it is in furtherance of it that the recent changes 
have, with the concurrence of the local Societies, been introduced. 

It will be remembered that in 1885 a new policy was inaugurated 
consequent upon visits paid to the Swiss Bible and Evangelical 
Societies by the Kev. W. M. PauU, one of the Secretaries, and Mr. 
James Watt, the Society's Agent for Germany and Switzerland. 
Before that year the Society maintained sub-dep6ts in the principal 
towns, while the Swiss Societies also had their Depots in the same 
places : the only privilege accorded the latter being that of purchasing 
this Society's Scriptures at catalogue prices, which were below cost. 
The new system, cordially agreed upon by all parties, was thus described 
in the 1886 Report, page 52 : — * The new arrangement is very simple. 
The Cantonal Societies will themselves receive the 20 per cent, formerly 
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paid to sub-depdts ; and they will in retnrn act as this Sociiety's repre- 
sentatives. They will sell its Scriptures at its own catalogue prices ; 
and they will follow the system of the Society's Dep6ts abroad in 
furnishing its books on favourable terms to pastors and others living 
in isolated places, as well as to institutions supported by private 
benevolence.* 

This arrangement has not produced the results con- 
fidently anticipated. The Committee much regret that it 
does not appear to have received from some of the local 
Societies the cordial appreciation and co-operation which 
were indispensable to its success. In 1886, the year after 
its inauguration, the sale amounted to upwards of 70,000 
copies. In the two following years the number sank to 
58,000, and in 1890 to less than 40,000. In 1891 there 
has been, as previously stated, a gratifying recovery to 
57,000. This, however, was partly owing to large grants 
of Portions, and to a gratuitous distribution of Romansch 
Scriptures, which will hereafter be referred to. It should 
also be remarked that these more favourable returns were 
only recently received by the Committee, 

Into the reasons of the decadence in issues there is no 
need particularly to enter. There was, however, an almost 
unanimous opinion that the chief cause was the compara- 
tively small number of evangelical pastors now in 
Switzerland, In a large proportion of the pulpits of the 
National Church the Word of God is spoken of in a manner 
which depresses rather than encourages a desire for its 
study. The fact of a diminished circulation, lamentable as 
it is in itself, becomes unspeakably more painful when 
traceable to such a cause. The sympathies and prayers of 
all Christians should be given to those earnest maintainers 
of the truth who, while mourning over the defection of their 
comrades, are boldly holding forth and defending the Word 
of Life. 

There was another circumstance which, although not of itself 
sufficient to necessitate a change, yet pointed in the same direction. 
Frankfort had been since 1858 the source of Switzerland's supply of 
the Society's Scriptures. In carrying out the Committee's new 
policy in (Germany the Frankfort Dep6t was found to be no longer 
needed as a German centre, and will consequently be closed next year. 
There is no other large Dep6t sufficiently near Switzerland to take the 
place of Frankfort. Mr. Watt's first thought was to propose the 
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^slra^U^naieoi of a ^eeiktx-al JDep6i iif^ihe esti^me soaUi of .GevmAny, 
or ,ui one ^oi the prizieipal towaB i^ Sv^Hs&erkiMl, l»«rt aftrar oftoe£ul 
«n<|Mir^ 4hfi id€ML bad to be Aban^p^ed. Th^ el^mu^ifie £ob««ie was 
thftt wiiioh']iafiT«ow been adopi^d and w^h will neoLt be lexpkioied. 

it is lihe^a^neat deokre'ef the Genuxiittee to reader it .as ea^y to 
procure the Word of God in every part of Switzerland as i^ie^lo-ebtain 
any other necessary of life, and with the hearty co-operation of the 
Cantonal Sopieties they believe this can be done. For eeonnmieal 
reasons Germany and Switzerland form one AgeBcj of the. Society, 
and it is highly important, i^ not essential, thut 1/he same setUing 
prices atid conditions c^' liale ehould pre^oail in bdlfh edimtoieB. The 
Cdm«iitt(ee, while «troQgly maintaining that .tibe ize^pousibilMky of 
-puoyidixng Scriptiires for all the cantons rests upjpn this Swiss Pro- 
testant Churches, have made an arrangement whiich enahles them to 
fulfil this obligation with little expense to themselves. 3\> what a 
large pTo^ortiooi of Bible wo!rk in BwitEerlaod tbis liberal 'tignae- 
ment apptias ia seen in the faot that more than 'eighty per teent, lOf the 
Scriptures in the country are of this Society's editions. 



The Ooromittee when informed of ihom facte felt that 
mmie modification of the • existing systefn wfos required and 
thought the time had come for ianfdth^ vimtation to 
ascertain what further changes were demanded. The aa«ie 
gentlemen who formed  the depuftati-on in 18'85 were 
r^uested to act as the Comiaittee's deleg^rtHss on this 
occasion. They met at Berne, and for a part of their 
journey had the great advantage of the confipanienebip 
and valuable help of Mr. E. Wal^ser, a member of the 
Parent Committee aaid a native of Switzerland. 

The deputation hfed the pleasure of conferring with 
the Bible ^cieties of Basle, Berne, *Greneva, LausMwie, 
Neuchatel, tod Bchaffhttusen, and the Evangelical Societies 
of €hur, St. Gail, and Zurich. As rep^oBentatives -ctf the 
Society, they were cordially welcomed. To all the follow- 
ing proposal was mad^ — that the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was willing to allow the Swiss Societies on 
their orders a discount of 20 per cent, on the reduo^d 
selling prices, the books delivered carriage paid to their 
destipation, on condition that they in turn supplied S(»:ip- 
tureg; of tfhe value of 8 fraaea post &ee, aiid of 2^0 francs 
and upwards post free and with 20 per oent. dweotint— - 
these terms to be applicable to all^ whether 'booksellers, 
pastors, or the general public. The alternative plan being,. 
as in (irermainy, supplies at cost price without dificount. 



With one exceptian this proposal was accepted by all tfce 
Swisis ^.deties^ and a catalogue has been printed and very 
widely ^di»BeB^iaated with th^e foUowiog iS^ta-fceineat ojx the 
oovwin red 'cbapaett?rs : 



OOiVDITIOMiSi 

^orr^Mig^fa^^md 20% di^GOu^nt- Thexfmauni (with joo&tage mheii und&r 
SJm.) is*io. i>e smt with the m'd&r. 



^J'bfi JJipfp S^ri^va-A^ ikeomvf otUaiafffued'avi^ U> he ebtamed, at the sajooje 
pric0&. antl «oa 4fce . ^a4»0 ijeuditaons, /*h>»» the folLowiv,g Bihlfi xi,nd 
'£mt»ifieii<ifkl ^cipti^.-' — linLsk, Berm, Lcm^omm^, KeuchasteU St, GaM, 



r 



Sy this mef^ns the gr^eat-est facility 'aiad indwcemefnt ^ 
ohimCiTig the iScriptures are given to. all, in every part of the 
country, desirous of possessing them, while the dispensing 
local Societies are enabled to accomplish the work at a 
aaaaiHeost to ffef^tneelv^e. The deputation in every con- 
-ference laid cmphasri^ upon the fa^ct that your -Committee 
regard th^ ©ible work of SwitzerlaBd not as belon-ging to 
<ft«m,t)ut^to the *Swi^ Societi'es ; and that the aeeistp^nce 
oflfered was to be regarded ajs simply an encouragement to 
'ftie vigor(^g prosecution of their 'Own d'^ity to their fellow 
countrymen. 

In ^ovaier ^tnmes fifhe Homana^h pantioii'Of t&B Bwis6'pp|mlati€ii hs^e 
ncceiomfl imtph i^teati^ci isiom. i\d& jSooietjy^. Msua^ years ag^« im ex- 
jpectatijou of an increatsed demaud, a large adid coatly stocli c^ Komansch 
Scriptures in the tliree dialects was prepared. Unhappily this anti- 
cipation Kvas not realised, and oonsecpiently a considerable number .of 
"iluNse vo'llvHXies retnoicod oziBold^ Ajm€a:ig 'tiM ttdnfevse causes vwhich led 
'td^hediaiinre^weise'the ieUowing i-nlihe gx^ual 4isviise of .the Eomaniich 
IwrguageJbotjh in daily iateccouree and inischools ; the extreme poverty 
of thie people ; and their isolation during the winter months, when 
they are practically cut offf from all f elIowsh*tp with lihofie outelde 'their 
^wn -valleys. But- 1^ chief ^nd mDst ipaiivful cause of all m said to be 
ihson pr0l%iaiis ^aiieriarastioaa. 3]!he influx oi foreign tourists bad xobbed 
4Ju9m»af rtheir SaUbath >piuvilegesi. \Reqtiired by their employers, who 
were priecipally the hotel-keepers, to ^ork on the JljDrd's Day as 
much as on any other, -they lost i^he devoutmess of spirit which oace 
characterised them; and tlie pasters 'Complai&ed tihat tbeir aon- 
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gi^egatioas were meagre and unsympathetic in wintw a^ well as in 
summer. 

The deputation visited Chur, which may be regarded as the centre 
of the Bomansch population, and had long and repeated conversations 
with Pastor Munz, who, although himself not a Bomansch pastor, has 
a deep interest in the people and an intimate acquaintance with their 
pastors. Having been authorised by the Committee, after due inquiry, 
to act on their own judgment, the deputation decided that as there 
was no possibility of disposing of the Society's large stock of Komansch 
Scriptures by sale, it was better to give them where they would be 
valued than let them be wasted. A circular was printed and ad- 
dressed to all the pastors offering to present a New Testament to 
every school- child recommended by them, and to every family an 
octavo Bible. Applications were to be sent to the Chur Bible Society, 
and Pastor Munz, its president, kindly undertook to see to their being 
forwarded to their destinations. The task was no light one, for 1,700 
Bibles and 3,150 New Testaments had to be packed and despatched. 
The Committee tender to Pastor Munz their warm thanks for the 
valuable assistance he has rendered in the accomplishment of this 
good work. Indeed, without his zealous help it could not have been 
attempted. He has already had* pleasant indications, in grateful letters 
from the Bomansch pastors and laudatory notices in the newspapers, 
that the Society's generosity, of which he was the almoner, has been 
appreciated. 

It only remains to give a brief account of colportage 
operations in Switzerland. These are now conducted by 
the Swiss Bible Society Union. Two colporteurs are 
employed, Colporteur Mtiller and Colporteur Margot. 
There was, however, little done last year, only 920 copies 
having been put in circulation. The numbers in 1889 and 
1890 were respectively 3,973 and 2,998. Now that the 
Lucerne Dep6t is being discontinued, the considerable 
saving thereby effected will in the future be devoted to 
colportage. Your Committee's contribution to this im- 
portant branch of work is in the form of a reduction of 50 
per cent, on the Scriptures disposed of by the colporteurs. 

The Committee have again to thank their valued friend 
Mr. C. Stolz, of St. Gall, for the handsome sum of £10 
which he has been able to collect for the Society. They 
also convey their best thanks to the kind donors. The 
contribution is not so large as Mr. Stol^j hoped to see it. 
Local wants are heavy and pressing, and the unavoidably 
very late issue of the German Abstract Report last year 
crippled Mr. Stolz's efforts in awakening as much interest 
in this Society's work, as formerly. 
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The Committee would conclude by making a respectful 
and earnest appeal to their fellow workers, the Bible and 
Evangelical Societies of Switzerland, to prosecute energeti- 
cally the work of Bible .circulation throughout their 
beautiful land. The painful fact to which is mainly 
ascribed the diminished sales, viz., the spread of rationalism 
among the pastors, is itself the strongest motive to 
diligence, for the greatest counteractive to this deadly 
influence is the Word of God. The more the Gospel is 
disparaged, and the preaching of Christ and Him Crucified 
is neglected, the more determined should be the effort to 
place in every home the Book which reveals Him as the 
Divine Saviour of mankind. 



§ 7. AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

 ft « 

Estimated Population in Austria- ff unwary {Dec, 31, 
1890), 41,231,342. Tliis includes (1880) some 18,000,000 
Slavs, 9,950,000 Germans, 6,422,000 Magyars, amd 
2,592,000 Eoumania/ns. There are about 30,000,000 
Bomif,n Catholics, 3,616,000 Protestants, 3,500,000 Greeks 
and Armenians, 1,648,000 Jews, and 493,000 Muhammxi- 
dans. Last year t/ie Bible Society Imd an average of 59 
colporteurs at work, and the total circulation was 165,192 
copies. 

' Among the European Agencies that from which Mr. 
Millard aeaids his fourth report is remarkable for the varied 
character of the populations which occupy its extensive and 
almost equally diversified territory. It includes the whole 
of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and the neighbouring 
states of Bosnia, Servia, Roumania, and Russian Poland. 
Its southern boundary skirts the Adriatic, on the north it 
almost touches the Baltic. Its colporteurs when at work in 
its most western province get occasional glimpses of the Lake 
of Constance and of the Rhine ; those in the most eastern 
are within sight of the Black Sea. In themselves they 
represent to some extent the ethnological variety of the 
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peoples they visit, and they diatrtbute the Scripibures 
in moce than twmiAy languages. 

Without any thing speciaily strikiiig in its ca{iten<t& 
the report for the year is one of oontinueiis jprogare«s^ 
and m spirit v«ry characteristic of its amiable »u<^or. 
Ifc. MillaTd will always remember the fiattimer of ISM. 
He w/as long and 'gravely ill, 'his wtfe was ^ostmted, *heir 
Httle girl suffered b painful and distressing conipUcat»>& ^f 
diseases. But of all this the record is a* single sentenbe in 
which he Tccogmsos the ' aweet usep df adversity, ' the 
•urisdom of a ftoTtidence which (never err^^und is <ai^ay& 
directed by love, and the eyiinpfutby and* scorvioe of frietide. 
For the rest his view of his great field of labour is one 
quite as glad and hopeful as it is moderate. ' The period 
which has passed/ he writes, * abounded in blessings as well 
as trials : much has been accomplished and there is much 
reason for gratitude and praise, and every advance is- 
most welcome, especially in a work destined to further 
Christ's cause on .^aith.' 

The main facts may most suitably be given under the- 
general headings of the circulation of the year and the 
review of the great sections of the Agen^cy. • 



I. The Circulation Aim General Work of the Year.^ 

Under some of the heads in the survey of the provinces 
it will be noticed that there has been a very distinct 
advance in circulation. This may be partly explained by 
the redueed prices of the PonbionB^ bnt the increase is 
happily not oooiiinad to these, and the v^eiy ss^ikfiictary 

* Tarlxs or GiEcuiUkTiOii. 



IWl.- 


Slbles. 

12,839 
7.739 


TMtS. 


1 Portioirs. 

' 25,703 
14,6137 

'• 40,330' • 
41,»53 \ 




1890. 


Sales by Col porteurs 

„ to ComspoDdeats ... 


67,992 

94,06» 
^ 6,462 

10(>,&11 


106,534 
48481 ' 


90,683 
45,715 

136,898 
-. 7.086 


Total 

n?o Dther SocietiM 


^578 


154,^67 




Grand Total 


Sf2,7«8 


1615,192 

> * 


\ Ua,48S 







The above includes 213 Bibles, 2,050 Testaments, 2,229 Portions; total, 
4,492 copiflB as Qranta. 
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additioaa ef over twenty tbOftiftaad *50jpies to the tetal of 
1890, is -a gewiiine evidenoe, to 'Mr. Milkrd'* 45y«s,. of that 
* greater desire for the "Wdrd of God whidi has teen 
awakened in the hearts of many, and of the blessipg on 
tiaeir laboucs to which the Bepojete/of tiie ool|)orfidiitr8 bear 
•teBthnofny/ * Mnch of the«ueee8S;' he 'adds, 'is due to the 
excellent and unwearied services of our depositaries and to 
the faithful work of the men themselves.; th,eir task.is by no 
means .an easy oxhb: mueh ipatiesee miA iself-fiaorifise are 
required binder difficulties ©ftentrobnown 'to outsiders, and 
I gladly pay my tribute of thanks to all my fellow-workers 
who have done their best to fm*tber the great cause.' 



It wae to be expected that the sales x)f Portions w.ordd increase, 
but that for our Bibles and ehicLflj our Hew leatamenta. there would 
be such <a great djemand is more than :wejcould have ^antioifia ted in our 
fondest hopes. 

In ina^y^artg of our wide-spread Agancj the daily necessities of 
life are not easily obtained by those w-ith iiiuited jneana. In some 
districts distress has prevailed, and the lack of employment has been 
seriously felt. Our prices were low-enough, yet it sometimes involves 
a real sacrifice to spare the few pence for a Jifew Testament, and it is 
worthy of notice tliat the poor are willing to do this, or even go so far 
as to raise a Iqan^ if their aneans do .xk«it suffice, in order to johtain the 
precioiiiB "W^ord of God. 

Grants aite gladly miade where such procedure seeais advisable, but 
our experiences prove more and more that the principle of sales is the 
soundest and safest. It teaches the people that the Word of God is 
worth makiog, ja, sacrifi.ce for, prevents wAste and othei* sad con- 
sequences. 

. GBNKRAii Aspect 'of -Society. 

'We deeply regret that the instances in whicrh the Scriptures are 
deBenmccd'ftSiiialse.and hfretneal faooics aoe a&ot 'beconniiig; jifias in nixm- 
ber, bttt thtJi im ihecoui^varj this i6 more And mpre the. casa 

Efforts, ho weaver, are being made, to raise the moral and .intel- 
lectual state of the people. Among the various Christian agencies 
employed, '^unflay schools are one of the most useful. In B^ungary 
these ai^e ;making fprogress, 'and no doubt in other distzricts. Bvunog 
the last year several. new Sunday schools have been Marted 'by the 
Protestant Churches of Vienna, a most hopeful and euoouragicg 
feature. Many more Christian institutions might be mentioned, but 
if ever so much more wiere to be doiie, "it would be Kttle compared 
to the sdetual need. 
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The progress of Christian work may be slow, and no doubt there 
are many disappointments and difficulties which may tend to dis- 
courage the labourer in Christ's vineyard, but a careful observation of 
the times and symptoms fully justifies a steady perseverance in the 
great cause. 

Especially in our own work, whether we are permitted to rejoice 
over better results of our labours or whether we are led to a downward 
course, there is every reason to continue our work in confidence and 
hope, confiding in the blessing from above. Year by year this happy 
experience is repeated and augmented, and trusting in God's promise 
that His Word shall not return unto Bim void, we rejoice at the 
greatly increased circulation which we are permitted to report. 

Editorial Bepobt. 

Hunga/rian Old Testament. — ^This most difficult revision work is 
being continued, and the hope has been expressed that a further por- 
tion of the MS. will be ready for the press in course of time. The 
progress of the work has been somewhat retarded by various circum- 
stances, among others by the death of two eminent Hungarian 
scholars. Fresh efforts are being made to prosecute the work with 
vigour. Where there are so many questions to be considered it is not 
to be avoided that much time is being spent. 

Jvdceo-German, — ^The MS. of Jeremiah is now being printed. A 
further portion of the Old Testament, Genesis, is being translated by 
Mr. Lichtenstein. 

Polish, — The revision of the Polish Psalms requires much labour 
and careful study. It will be completed as soon as circumstances 
permit. 

Judceo {Hebrew) Arabic, — The Gospel of St. John is being carried 
through the press. The Psalms will soon be ready for publication ; 
other portions of the New Testament are already in circulation. 



II. Extracts from the Colporteurs' Journals. — Review 

OF the Districts of the Agency. 

The survey from which extracts follow is, with hardly 
an exception, favourable. The circulation has everywhere 
been either increased or well maintained. References to 
a growing interest in the Scriptures are constantly recurring. 
In Hungary, the largest and most important part of the 
Agency, the evidences of progress are perhaps most 
pronounced. In the old Magyar Kingdom the circulation 
has been for 1891 higher than ever before, and the demand 
for Biblical supplies has taxed the energy of the deposi- 
taries and the men. The Hungarian and Croat Govern- 
ment have with every evidence of goodwill renewed the 
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licenses of the colporteurs, and the authorities have been 
courteous and considerate. The same readiness to co- 
operate has been shown by the Protestant Church oflficials, 
and the Congress of Lutheran and Keformed received with 
heartiest sympathy the congratulatory telegram sent from 
the Committee of the Bible Society — an exchange of ex- 
pressions of Christian regard which Mr. Millard believes 
will strengthen the ties already existing, between the 
Evangelical Churches of England and Hungary. And, 
however frequently and favourably the Society's Report 
has been noticed, it has seldoln had a more appireciative or 
more careful review than that which in the early part of 
the year appeared in successive numbers of one of the 
leading ecclesiastical journals of Buda-Pesth, the Egyhdzi 
cs Iskolai Lap. All this, with many another evidence 
of the usefulness of the Society^s work, will be most 
welcome, and the passages which follow will be read with 
a pleasure as sincere, although perhaps hardly as deep, as 
that with which Mr. Millard transcribed them. 

r • 

VIENNA AND THE NEIQHBQUBIN& PJROVINVES 

Circulaiion: Vienna and Lower Aiostria, 16,812 ; Upper Austria, 2,290 ; Styria, 

1,049 ; Moravia, 3,136 ; Silesia, 2,704. • 

In spite of considerable opposition in some quarters, it is pleasant 
to notice that in all the provinces under this Division there has been an 
increase of circulation — ^hat in Silesia has more than double4« 

Colporteur H., labouring in Vienna, came one day to a master who 
expressed much joy at seeing him. ' The books you bring,' said he, 
* are good books. God be praised for His Word.' He bought a New 
Testament for his apprentice, hoping it would be the means of leading 
him to Christ. 

On one occasion Colporteur A. met a soldier, who had formerly 
bought a New Testament from him. He thanked him heartily for 
having brought him such a valuable book. * I read it diligently,' he 
said, ' it has become very dear to me, and since I have had th^s book a 
greater blessing rests on my work,, and I do my duty more willingly.' 
Owing to his influence several copies were sold to other soldiers. A 
similar instance occurred in another place. 

In Moravia our colporteurs have met with much opposition, but 
encouraging experience has not been wanting. 

In L. a farmer threatened to hunt the colporteur off with his dog. In 
the same place a shoemaker received him kindly. With trembling hands 
the old man took hold of the Bible offered him, and told the following 
story : — 

' Many years ago I found an old. Bible^ and read.it diligently together 
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vtiitt my neighbout. It M^tu a. aoiuted of gpMii eO]AfcM*t i»ad joy t& as. 
Maoy {)art6 we* laftrni by hesJtW A^ tkia nwiaMnt tlK B0i;;^iixiiir 

entered, and- told our coJporteur that his brother once had boprowe«L 
this. Bible, and afterwards he had taken it to the priest, wikQ kept it, 
and* gare him a »tory of the B^ttts-in exchange. Therowners of the 
Bibbe^weoM Boi at all |ileaAS0d>i«tti«b'.tbi9 proeeoding, ftticP re^imied «fae 
book ihe puriest sent, biit i^k^r-Werd of Qodims losli to Hubbd.* Tks 
neig^btfur aod iha old skoeJimker were very h^i^jppyr iim>t tbof oduIcL 
now buy Bibles for themselves. What a different view about the Bible 
in these two hotrses-l 

In L., aldD in Moraviia, ma/nV 9km]^tu]*«B 'wete' sold.* Sense ef the 
Fcwtiofi^ boQgbt were takien. by dbiildr^ It^'schocdi 'Hbo' prwsi aavr 
them, and be a^^ked a boy how he had com.e by. tbd boak. ' My* fafchar 
bought it for me,' he replied.. * Make good u$e of the book, my boy,' 
th0 prfesH replied. * Do not part with it. If you do so you will become 
a goDd'sehoktv.' Sueh MLUnkkentii at6 iMif often Ttot^e, bcHl they are sll 
tWuicva IP^^o^me* 

In Silesia the same difficulty 'is felt-^manyt would Jik^ ia buy thtt 
Scriptures but dare not dx) so.. The experience of our CoJportQurs is of 
a various nature. 

ii Itt S. ©HP Bible mftn »fFei»d his 8crip^t«e* to a woman. 'I have 
plenty of piofis books,' sbe sr^piied,; \but. Ho time to vead itoi^/ A 
servant, who heard tke t^rsn&sk, bought a Blbl^ for beraelf a«d Her aisifr. 
Our colporteur now tried to induce the woman to follow this example, 
but it seemed all in vain. Meanwhile her son came and asked to look 
at a Bible. Onr coiport'iftttl* m»de 'us» of' ibisopporttmity to read 
several Scripture passages- aloud. 'Those words,' the womaa said^ 
* have roused my conacienoe^ a^ Bible* X mttsti hare.' The son took a 
Testament and she a Bible. 

In anoi^ier'viihrge'a woman could ndt find" wordff enough to praise 
a Bible'shehad'bottgbt' many yeara ago. It was the best book, she 
said, one coold have. In the winter evenings several of the villagers 
met in heir bouse to read the Word of God. A good many copies* were 
sold in this' rfllage. 

In anotfeer placw a woman told bul* colporteur that sfie possessed a 
Bible which she read- with much pfeasure. Her daughter asked her if 
she might not have a Bible for herself. The mother handed lier a copy 
with tlie words, 'Here yon have the greatest- treasure — tlie precious 
Word of GFod. Head it, believe in it; and let it be the tuTing power of 
yotn- lifis'.' 

In Qbmer parts of this field the opposition ha» been very strong, and 
sometimes- our labourers felt it keenly, but we have also met with much 
encouragement. We are thankful that we can close with such bright 
scenes as those related before. 

BOffEMTA. 

CvyHdatiorif ^^72^^ copies. 

The year that hag passed > bs» agaiw been one of great blessing. Our 
hearts rejoice at what the Lord has done. 

The total issfies have' not qaite reaoHed tbe higb dgnre of 'lost year, 
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^et tihe ealftft' of out colporteurs heuve- again increaise(), and remeiabeirlng 
tk» d^&ontlties in cDnuaction yvith this part o£ oue labour, tlaia bap^y 
uesultt iei trul/f ai nttKrvel.iii our eyes! What is m^ie striking: »till igt the 
largor rmmben q& Aviboile Bibles circulated hj aur< colporteurd, aJitb^KUi^ 
poverty<r i» noti ont .tb.e'dee8ine and tho.oppoaijbion. of theOhvirel^ of Hoote 
not decneattbag; 

It Avasi quite an .dveUt wltem thei New Edition: o£ our Bc^mianHew 
Te$tame(&t> aaxi Baalms ia bdd ty|»e left the pi^^esft. The Society- ba6 
noader&.hea;^ sikeiifiee itv putbliehijEig thi« €iditio») anid its gafierosity has 
calfod ficRrtdii the heartiest thas^and ^eknowledgniikent. iiltf th0 C^ri^ian 
peri^caliBi. But not) only thisy^tbe^ people^ hatVe givmx the boQJ;&.^ 
heavt^iiebeptieni,.and'.omaEig to* the large* sak^yii^^deeiid. edition is>beifig 
carried through the press. 

The wm*k. oft our colporteuiis has boen abunKiftO'tly blessed. . It is 
on» eoiEin«eted« with- iosudi bodily fatigue, and regjuirukg mileh patience* 
aiftd . pfttrseT)^i»noew. 

Ofteiit tht^Biblo^ isteak have to jmanehl fear hotir$'Oiv^er. th^ mouu- 
taaoEui ea» th^' reach a solitary viUfcige.- And. what, pe^ei'ty do they 
frequently meet with in such ! There are huts void of all fiurniture^ the 
ikxm seriving;iusi a bed. Would' ii be worth< while to go te $iach places ? 
The ^eaesaLresnlt. is^ that the nM>sseDgens of peace are hailed with joy I 
Txk OBOi anch pooi*. villa^ thiirtjr- seven, copies^ are oiHlea'edy and i^ 
anether^. where' similair ciroum stances prevailad,. another . eolpoBteur 
ekcuiatedf Dwel)ty»4wo copies in thirty hutS'l Truly ^ it was a gr'eat 
sacni&ce ft)r these' poor f ol^«r to past witli^ their few coppers, but they 
glady did so. Copies bought under sAieh^ circanastaneeH are truly 
valued. Happily such extreme poverty is limited to certain districts, 
but the scarcity of money is frequently great. 

In some cases the people, desirous o^ sho^^^ing their gratitude, 
offered our colporteiu* something to eat. One of our labourers writes, *The 
joy of the people to see me was very great. Many asked me to return, 
others pressed 'me- to take a meai with theom. The childlren often 
sBotrt-ed jcyfuUy, "The man with* the boo^ks- has oome." The eager 
expecta#tm'with which the- ordered copies- are expe€?ted is seme'tiines 
quite touching. In several houses the children wished to remain a* 
home- from sckooi' on the* day the hooka wei?e expected, only to be 
present at the motoent of their arrival.' 

Wnexpet^etf' helpers- are* most welcome. An rntikec^r' had ordfef^d 
a'copyof Scrijrfture.^ The- book w*is delivered* awd tlie Man wafe much 
pleased with what he- read; but bis pleasure- did- not last lo»^, fbp soon 
after t&e^or<^ came ftbm the priest that ttre'book might no^ be' kept. 
The -pe&pyff perpleaaty was- great. Happily a^ young chemist cmm on 
the scene, who convinced the^good folks- that the Bible was a good, nay 
the best, bodfe. He* told them all about tte Behearian' history, and 
thriiffe of some of tlie- celebrated* patriots and their connection with 
the Bible. P cord^ rtcftF refrain fi*om thanking the young* man most 
heftrtfly,' cf^T eofpertem' afdds, * for his warm testimony and^ timeiy 
help.' 

iftyw iotrfm i» sometimes turned into joy, will appawr from the 
foflowitrg^: — 

* The experience of the day had been very sad. Much opposition 
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and little result. In the eveuiug I came to a man about fifty years of 
age, who was quite delighted to be able to tell me that he possessed 
a Bible and a New Testament. * He had ten times read the Bible from 
beginning to end ; each time the book had become more precious to 
him. I soon foand out/ our colporteur adds, 'that the g^ood man 
really loved his Saviour. Such an experience was a source of great 
joy to me/ our labourer says, * and I praised the Lord for this heart- 
cheering encouragement at the end of a day rich in discourag^ements.' 

' Last week/ colporteur H. relates, ' I brought a New Testament for 
a sick girl. Two days previously she died. Her aunt told xne that 
the Word of God had become most precious to her. . A minute before 
her death she still asked for '^ her precious Bible/' and she died with 
the book in her hand.' 

' Another colporteur entered a house where a woman was dying. 
He remained at some distance and read a few words about salvation. 
The dying woman and her mother listened most attentively. When 
our colporteur left, the mother thanked him most heartily, and bought 
a New Testament, saying, * Dear friend, you have brought ns true 
comfort indeed.' 

Just to show that the work of a Bible-man is not always an easy 
one, it may be mentioned that in one case only one copy was sold in 
two villages among ninety families. Much, however, could still be told 
of heart-cheering utterances fallen from the lips of simple folks and 
from those in a better station in life. We have abundant reason to 
praise the Lord for what He has done ; difficulties are soon forgotten 
when there is so much reason for joy. 



QALIGIA AND BUKO JriXA. 
Circulationy 18,117 copies. 

The reports of our colporteurs contain sunshine and shade. Most of 
the copies sold, Colporteur H. informs us, are bought by the poorer 
people ; among the better situated much indifference is often to be 
found. 

It is always surprising to me, the same labourer says, that in spite 
of all the difficulties so many copies have, been circulated. Poverty is 
great, many are not able to read. . It is very sad that several village 
schools had to be clpsed &Jid newly built . ones could not be opened 
because there were not sufficient means to keep the teachers. Atten- 
tion has been drawn to these matters, and it is to be hoped that the 
difficulties may be overcome. Endeavours are made to spread general 
knowledge by starting rqading-rooms for the people. 

* My experience among the Jews,' our Colporteur H. reports, * is of 
a manifold nature. The orthodox generally look with hatred on our 
books, the liberal, as a rule, care little about religious books. Yet I 
found some that earnestly seek after the truth, and I SQld a good many 
German, Polish, and Judseo-German (jargon) New Testaments, among 
them.' There has also of late been a greater demand for the Hebrew 
and Polish Pentateuch, now out of print, which in former years did not 
sell well. 



.^ 
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In S., the same labourer writes, ' I came to a house and found two 
ladies. The one told me that her son had bought a Bible last year — 
now she would like a New- Testament, and the other lady also. As I 
had one copy only, I left the house and quickly went for a second ; the 
lady gave the money to the servant to pay me when I came. When I 
returned I got my money and was asked to go into the garden, as 
the lady wished to see me. I went, and to my great discomfort I saw 
that a priest had come on a visit. All my fears were put to shame ; 
the worthy priest asked me very kindly whether I had a Van Ess 
Bible, advising the lady to buy one, and he even advanced the money 
to do this. The Testament, he said, might be given to the servant. 
The priest enquired very kindly whether I sold many copies, and 
wished me God's blessing on my work.' 

Not long after our Bible man was very kindly and hospitably 
received at a monastery by priests of the Greek Orthodox Church, who 
bought all the New Testaments and Portions he had with him to give 
them away to children. 

* Such experiences,' our colporteur remarks, * give me new courage, 
for I must almost daily put up with all sorts of rebuffs.' 

We cannot enter into further details, but must limit ourselves to 
the most encouraging statement that, among all the various nationalities 
living in Galicia and Bukowina a greater desire for the Word of God 
was to be noticed. The considerable advance in our sales is a most 
hopeful sign. God grant that His Word, so plentifully scattered, may 
yield abundant fruit. 

HUNGARY, 

CirculatioTif 50,110 copies. 

Christian life and activity are making visible progress year by 
year. Sunday schools are increasing, a new Protestant hospital has 
been opened in Pressburg, and special efforts have been made to 
increase the number of Christian workers throughout the whole 
country. True, much need yet be done to reach the masses, many 
more active hands and hearts are still required, but we rejoice at 
every advance of Christian labour. As a most hopeful sign we look 
apon the increased desire for the Word of God among the people. 

Apart from our own Society's work, we heartily rejoice in the 
successful efforts of our sister Societies — the National Bible Society of 
Scotland, the Religious Tract Society, and the Free Church of Scotland 
Mission, and those of other friends. 

We have gladly availed ourselves of the opportunity afforded by 
the Exhibition in Temesvar to offer God's Word to the many visitors 
that came to the city. The sales of our colporteurs were satisfactory, 
although our hopes to have a stall on the Exhibition grounds themselves 
were not realised. Special circumstances beyond our control pre- 
vented this. 

The reports of our colporteurs contain much that is interesting. 
We see the bright side of the medal, but also the reverse. With 
sorrowful hearts we notice that the opposition against the circulation 

E 
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of/ the Word of God, cliiefiy of the youBger clergy of the Ohoroh of 
Bome, is increasing. 

The colporteur labouring in the capitait haa bestowed much atten- 
tion on the workmen. He haci had many opportunities to speak to 
tham of the 'one thing needful.' The conversation with several of these 
men led to earnest inquiry. In some houses admittance was refused, 
lA others our oolporteur met with a kind reception. Amon^ the J^ews 
few Hebrew copies could be sold, but a good many German and 
Hungarian books and Testaments. The experiences our colporteurs 
m^is^e are thus of a manifold nature. 

The colporteur came on one of his tours to o^e of* the solitary 
fsf mhouses which are to be found on the esitensive Huogarian plains. 
* Have you brought anything good I ' tl^ farmer asked. 'God's own 
Word, the true source of every blessings' was the reply. * That is 
right, I bid you welcome, you have come to the right man.' He care- 
fully examined the book whetheor it was really genuinei and havings 
read John xiv., the good man continued, * Now I know that is the 
right book. Such food for the soul one needs in this lonely place*' Se 
bought a Bible and wished him God's blessings Another colporteur sold 
at such a £a,rm three. Bibles and three Testaments under different cir- 
cucmstances. ' We have too much to.do and xlp time for such things/ was 
the reply to 'the kind offer. The urgent request not to negleob their 
soul's salvation, and a few wjox^s quoted from the Scriptures, set them 
thinkings and led to the purcka^e;f>f si^ copies. 

During a part of the year much poverty was to be found in some 
districts, but this did not prevent people from purchasing the Word of 
God. Our colporteur refers to this in one of his journals. * Frequently/ 
he writes, * I met with an eager desire to possess the Scriptures. Many, 
void of other means, parted with their poultry or eggs to purchase a 
copy. At that time of the year I offered my books at a rich farmer's, 
bat I soon found out that my visit was not a welcome one. ** What ^ " 
the farmer exclaimed, " you expect us to pray to God whilst everything 
is rotting in the fields ^ " I asked him just to pay attention to the 
words written in Lameutations iii. 39, &c., and then showed him v. 22 
of the same chapter. This made a deep impres,sian on the man, and he 
bought a Bible.' 

* The experiences I make in my district,' oue of our colporteurs writes, 
' are most encouraging, The people h\\y with great pleasure, and my 
sales would have been better still if money were not so scarce. The 
authorities show. me everywhere the greatest kindness.' 

Among the Konman, Kuthenjan, and Servian population our labour 
met with good success. The people freqi^ntly showed much love for 
the Word of .God« and the clergy are well disposed. The Boman Catho- 
lics form a large portion of the population. Several of our colporteurs 
met in sotue districts with pauch desire for the Word of God, and 
many exp^e^^ their joy that they had at last an opportunity to 
pucchaee the Scriptures. Thifi latter experience is, God be praised, 
frequently made among all nationalities and creeds. It would not be 
diJIeulty li time and space permitted, to quote many more inatances of 
the blessing resting on the work. 

Little has, been said about the reverse side of matters. No sunshine 



1892.] 



AUST-RIA-ffUN&ART. ' 51 



withottt shade, and this i^ oertainly true of this field of onrlaboui^also. 
Our cares w& cast ispon Him who has in such a gracious maoxiar helped 
us hitherto, and doni^ more than we could ask- or think. - 



CROATIA AND SLAVONIA. 

Circulation: Croatia^ 5, 7 SS copies ; Slavonian 4,642. 

Upon the* whole the reports are eDconFaging. In one distiricty Col- 
port our N. reports, ' there are a good manif among the Gvoataiid Servian 
population that are not cmly in possession of the Bible, but they seiooh 
it, and with some I have very seriovs conversations about the teachings 
of the Scriptures. 

Our Colporteur L., stationed in E., found many families, especially 
among the Slovakians, in which he mot with much iovaforthe Scriptures. 
A young Servian who takes an interest in our work, accompanied 
the colporteur to many houses, helping tapcrstutdebis follow country- 
men to purchase the Scriptxn^es. In some ceases all his efforts were in 
vain. The Servian priest did all he could to induoe his parishioners to 
buy the Word of God. 

Another colporteur reports, ' After a long wandering, I reached a 
few houses situated on the top of the mountain. In one of the six 
houses of which this little hamlet consisted, the people were in pos- 
session of the Word of God. I was BOt only' kindly received in this 
house, buft the father of the family accompanied me to all the other 
cottages^ encouraging the people to buy,:6aying : '* This- is sucii a book 
as I possess, it contains the words of our. Iciavioor/' His endeavours 
were not in vain, all botight copies.' 

It need not be said tl)at sad experiences have been made as well, but 
the bright instances related* above, which are not the only ones on 
record, are most Onoouraging and £11 our faeadrta with joy. 



TRANSYLVANIA. - 
Cir&uUUion, 8,494 copies.' 

Some of the instances related by our colporteurs are tonching. 

A poor day labourer, gaining his small living in a village, purchased 
a New Testament. After a while he wen* in search of our colpqrteur, 
and having found' him, he bought a Bible, and kept the Testament to 
give to another poorer person. 

In another Bmall village a poor many the father of a family, bought 
a Testament for 1$. %d^ and a gardener's boy purchased a Bulgarian 
Bible for 6«., rejoicing that he could get such a handsome Bible* in 
his mother tongue. Both showed themselves very thankful to our 
colporteur. 

In a so-called Saxon viUa-ge, where many copies had been sold on 
former occasions, forty Bibles were circulated, partly to replace copies 
that had suffered by use. Colporteur T. sold during three and a half 
months no less than 184 Bibles, 464 Testaments^ rtnd 48 Portions— 696 
copies in all. 

E 2 
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We canDot deal with all the different nationalities living in 
Transylvania in detail, but must limit ourselves to a few remarks. 

Among the Koumanians and Ruthenians there is much poverty, 
and many are not able to read. The reception of our colporteurs 
has often been of a hearty nature ; sometimes the contrary has been 
experienced. 

In one village the Hungarian pastor of the Reformed Church 
showed our Bible-man much kindness. He did all he could to induce 
his people to buy tbe Scriptures, whilst the Bouman priest exercised 
all his influence to hinder the sales among his flock, declaring the 
books to be false. Another Eouman priest was at first not at all 
edified at the colporteur's visit, but after a little conversation they 
parted as good friends. The priest took five copies to give them 
away. 

Among the Hungarian-speaking population a considerable number 
of Bibles in bold type were purchased, sometimes at the cost of great 
sacrifice. If scarcity of money had not frequently proved a serious 
difficulty our good sales would have been better stiU. We have every 
reason to thank Qod for what has been accomplished. 

TRIESTE. 

Circulation in TiHestCy Gorizia, Camiolay and CariTithia, 3,509 copies. 

One of our colporteurs, who has been labouring in Carinthia, 
came to an inn and ofiPered his Scriptures. The son of the innkeeper 
wished very much to have a Bible, and asked his father for a oopy» 
promising that he would read it to him. The village priest came on 
the scene, and, to our colporteur's great joy, he warmly recommended 
the purchase of. the Bible. This was a happy exception to the rule. 
The experience made is generally of a different kind. 

It is very encouragin*g that we in Carinthia not only meet with 
a great desire for the Scriptures and have less difficulty to overcome 
scruples and fears than in other parts of tbe field, but that we also 
find that the labour of former years has not been in vain. The recep- 
tion of our men is often a very hearty one, chiefly in those parts of 
this province visited before. No doubt much of this is owing to tbe 
influence of Protestant congregations. The people hear and see more 
of the Bible. A most interesting work is carried on by a warm 
friend of onr work, the Eev. Mr. Schwarz, at Weiem, who has a 
large home for destitute boys and girls. There are other friends 
of our cause in various provinces. 

Taking everything into consideration we have much reason to 
praise the Lord for His mercies, and, trusting in His help, we continue 
our labour in confidence and hope. 

BOSNIA. 
CHrculation, 2,760 copies. 

w 

With heartfelt gratitude towards the Lord we look upon the year 
that has elap^^ed as one of special interest. 

A long-cherished wish has been realised. Our Scriptures are now 
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displayed in Serajevo to public view. A sinall Depdt with a show- 
window has been secured, and we may confidently hope that God's 
blessing will be resting on our endeavours. We are greatly indebted 
to some friends for the warm interest they have taken in our work 
during all these years, and for their kind advice and support. To 
many the open Bible was an unaccustomed sight, and some found 
out for the first time that the Scriptures were to . be had in their 
mother tongue. Several who passed our Dep6t expressed their approval. 

The greatef part of our work is still done by journeys into the 
interior, and we will now give a few extracts from the journals of our 
two Bosnian workers. 

The one, stationed at Serajevo, came on one of his tours to a 
school. The teacher received him very kindly. When our colporteur 
entered the schoolroom the teacher said to the children, ' We have 
been talking about Abraham, a pious man, who trusted in God. 
Here you see a man who does the very same. The Society that 
publishes the Bible he brings us is prompted in its actions by the 
love of God and men. It is its desire that all men should learn to 
trust in God and love one another.' He purchased a Bible for himself, 
and his scholars bought New Testaments and Portions. 

In another place our colporteur could sell nine Bibles and thirty 
New Testaments by the kind help of a Servian priest. In K. he sold 
several Bibles and New Testaments among the soldiers. This was 
owing to the officer, who told our colporteur that he had bought a 
Bible from him some time ago, which had been the means of great 
blessing. He had been led to see the need of a Saviour, and his 
greatest desire was to serve his Lord and Master. 

In P. our colporteur offered his Bibles to a Servian. Whilst 
he was looking at the books another Servian joined them. * Last year/ 
the latter remarked, ' I bought a Bible from this good man, and I read 
it daily ; follow my example and buy a copy of this good book for 
yourself.' 

God grant that His Holy Word, which is now within the easy reach 
of many, may exercise its Divine influence on the life of the nation. 



JtUSSIAN POLAND, 
Circulation, 15,889 copies. 

Our work here is by no means an easy one, and we owe much to 
the unwearied efforts of our excellent depositary. 

* In my district,' writes one of our men, ' poverty is very great, and 
We often find it very difficult to sell copies of the Scriptures.' 

* A gentleman came to the inn where I had to spend the night, and 
ordering a glass of beer, he asked the landlord who I was. *^ A Bible 
colporteur," the innkeeper replied. Having heard this, he b^an to 
revile the Word of God. He approached me and asked whether there 
really were still such fools that bought the Scriptures. **The Bible," 
he said, ** 1 have studied, but I will not have anything more to do 
with it." * I took my Bible,' our colporteur goes on to say, * and read 
aloud a passage from Prov. xiv. 5^9, and then I left the room. The 
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next morning the geintlemaci returned, begged my pardon, and re- 
quested' QiM to read. once more those Scripture 'words to hinL This I 
gladly! did. He bought a Bible and went his way c^eerldlly.' 

The work among the Jews is a diffioult one. * I risited seFv«ral 
small towns, wliere I had not been for a whole year, hoping to be aUe 
to do something,' Colporteur K. reports ; ^ but 1 was greatly dis- 
appointed. The Jews are very fanatical in this district, and I hud to 
give it up. In another place the Jews would not even look at my 
books. The gratuitous circulation which others, prompted by good 
intentions^ have undertaken, has done harm . Even Kassian Testan&csits 
must have been given away among the Jews, for a Russian picture- 
hawker told me that he had bought ££ty audi copies very cheaply 
from Jews. We deeply regret that our -laboorers ^nd it more and 
more difficult to prosecute their work among the Jews. Ha^prptly 
there are still a good many that show a desire for God's Word. During 
the last year 1,883 Hebrew, Hebrew diglot, and Jargon veredtms 
were s^ld in Russian Poland 

One o£ our colporteurs devotes his time almost entirely to the work 
among the military. His circulation was a very good one. Anotbei* 
of our men, labouring in a different district, met^ as a rule, with much 
encouragement among the soldiers. On one occasion he came to a 
rough lot. One of the soldiers took hold of him and flung him out of 
the bflxracksy to the gi-eat delight of a whole set. But suck sad 
experieni^s are happily rare. 

The first colporteur referred to says : ' Although many soldiers are 
not able to buy for want of means or other reasons, yet I never met 
with any that speak contemptuously about the Word of God. 

* The love many show for the Word of God is quite touching. One 
soldier, having bought a New Testament with large print, pressed the 
book to his heart and kissed it. Such instances are not rare.' 

Although there may be much which we have to regret, yet we find 
abundant reason for encouragement. We are very grateful for the 
favour shown to us by the authorities, and for the sympathy and kind- 
ness experienced from many friends of our cause. 



SSRVIA, 
Circulation, 1,516 copies. 

Our colporteur has again been permitted to carry on his peaceful 
labour, for which we are very thankful. The experiences he makes 
are as usual of a manifold nature. 

On one of his tours to the interior he came to a village. The Greek 
priest immediately bought a New Testament, atid encouraged a farmer 
to do the same, giving him money for the eopy. In another village, a 
priest who takes a warm interest in our work, and a student of divinity 
stepped him:in the street and bought several copies. A chemist, seeing 
this, took a Bible, and others* standing near purchased oopies of the 
Scriptures. 

Ones he saw a group of teachers, and approaching thetn he heard 
the one saying to the others, ' It would be good if we advised our 
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scholars to hvty the New T^tament, we «ould make tise .of it when 
giving religious instruction.' This was carried out, and the twxt 4iey 
many scholars came to our colporteur to buy New Testaments. 

In A. he came to an inn, and' seeing the Greek pa»iest sittiag 
before it, he offered the Scriptures to him, but be met with a refusal. 
Our colporteur, being very .tired, put down his bag on <Mie of ithe 
tables, which always stand in the ^street before the inns, and tried to 
sell, copies to the paasers-by. <Some approached t© 'have a look »t 
the books. Among these happened to be another priest, who, 
recognising our colporteur, heartily shook hands with him. * Twenty 
years, ago,^ he said, * I bought a IBible from you a/ad I never- i^egretted- 
my purchase.* He bought several New Testaments, oRCouraged tiie 
bystanders to do the same, and warmly recommended his brother priest 
to "f ollow his example. The latter, seeing and hearing aU this, changed 
his mind ^nd bought several Bibles and Testametkts. 

One day a Servian arrived at the Dep6t, who had eottie a long 
dii^tance from the Servian patt of Hungary. He evinced great liove 
for the Word of Ood, and- bought three Bibles. The good man told our 
colporteur that -some time ago he had been reminded of the Scriptures 
by a dream, and he was fully convinced that this was the book which 
he and his peopk ought to have. He had been trying to get the bobk, 
but ^11 endfeavours had been in ^ain, and had at last imdertaken the 
journey to Belgrade on hearing that the Scriptures were to be had 
there. 

Gk)d grant that many' of his co-religionists may show such a longing 
desire for the Word of Obd. "But although there is still much to be 
desired for this -nation, yet, we thank God, there are willing hearts that 
welcome His Holy Word. 

MOUMANIJ. 
Circulation J 7,576 copies. 

One day a German said to the colporteur in Bucharest, pointiog to 
an anti-religious pamphlet- — ' This is my bible ; ^ whilst another 
purchased a Bible and a New Testament, saying, * TJp till now I have 
read'nothing but navels. I have had enough of them: now I will try 
to^read the iBibla' 

There aro a good many Hungarian servants in the capitaL The^^e 
are the best purchasers. One hardly even meets with a Hungai'iH.n 
servant girl who does not possess a New Testament. Apart from 
the German Protestant church and schools, there is a Hungarian 
Protestant church and school in Bucharest. 

In a workshop a labourer bought a Rouman Bible and asked his 
master to advance him two lei (two francs). His employer replied, 
* Does that book help you to get food 1 ' * Yes/ was the prompt 
answer, * whilst others go and spend their earnings, I sit at home ajnd 
read this book, and the money remains in my pocket,' , Nothing could 
be said against this argument and the money was advanced. 

A Hungarian bought a copy of the Psalms. ' A Bible I have,' -he 
remarked, * I could not live ^without the Word of God. As I oaonot 
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always get to church, I do as the Word commanded. I go into lay 
closet, and pray to my Father in Heaven.' 

On their journeys our colporteurs never omit to pay a visit to the 
schools. During the course of the year they have often heen kindly 
received by the managers and teachers of the higher and lower schools. 
A good many copies have been sold to the pupils. 

In some districts unbelief is making progress even among the 
farmers, but in others the New Testament is happily found in many & 
farmhouse, and read by the people. 

There are many Jews in Koumania, and our colporteurs have 
frequently to deal with them. Sometimes their experience is of an. 
encouraging nature, in other instances the contrary is the case. 

In S. the Jewish population is as a rule of a liberal turn of mind. 
Twenty-two copies were sold among them. The younger folk read the 
New Testament, but the older people are still intolerant, nothing could 
be done where their influence predominates. 

In H. the Jews are quite unapproachable. They would not even 
touch a copy. Many told our colporteur that for twenty years or 
more they had not read the Bible or Psalms, yea, they had no desire to 
do so. Such indilEerence and unbelief are very sad indeed. 

Strange to say, in Y., a place not far from the one referred to just 
now, matters were entirely different. Everywhere copies were being^ 
bought. In many families the Word of God is diligently read. A. 
teacher encouraged his scholars to buy the Pentateuch, and he thanked 
the man heartily that he had taken the trouble to come to the school. 

Our work in Koumania is one of quiet and steady labour. The 
blessing must come from above. We are very thankful that God's 
Holy Word has found its way into so many houses. May it prove 
a source of peace and comfort to many hearts. 



III. Conclusion. 

The summing-up of the year may be given in 
Mr. Millard's own words. His habit is to regard the 
bright side of his work as the truer one, to be grateful 
for the success rather than depressed by the failure, and to 
draw the final conclusions ever to the side of good cheer. 
It is the wiser, as well as the pleasanter way ; for the 
sunny mind is usually the most faithful and the most 
fruitful in all Christian service. 



A Retbospect. 

The records of another year are brought to a close. With heai'tfelt 
gratitude we look upon the past with all its manifold and unexpected 
blessings. 

Never had we expected that such results would have to be reported. 
Untoward circumstances led us to fear that our issues would be 
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smaller ; what has been accomplished is only owing to God's special 

help. 

His Word has been scattered. Many have received it with joyful 
hearts. This makes us truly thankful, but calls to remembrance 
the many thousands that are yet without it. His mercies have 
surrounded us day by day. May the loving kindness awaken in our 
hearts a true desire to devote life and strength to this glorious cause. 

Without Him we can do nothing. God grant us grace that this 
truth may be deeply impressed in our hearts. May He pardon all 
our transgressions and enable us to become willing instruments in 
the hands of our Maker. 



§ 8. ITALY. 

Eatimated population (1889) 30,947,306, iTicluding some 
62,000 Protesianta (22,000 of these WaMenses) and 
38,000 Jews, The Bible Society has 12 Depdts, and 
employed last yea/r some 33 colporteurs. Total circtdation, 
166,915. 

.Whatever might be the character of its contents — sup- 
posing only that they are records of fact — a chapter on 
Italy must be always interesting. The people, the land, the 
musical and inspiring literature, the engrossing history, 
the problem of the future — all these give an attraction to 
everything that is Italian. But when, instead of being 
trivial or depressing, the story of the year is stimulating ; 
and when it is illuminated by a light which seems to be that 
of a new day in the national history, the interest is greatly 
deepened, and the attractiveness of the account is wonder- 
fully increased. And such may be said to be the character 
of the latest report from the country of Dante and Savon- 
arola, — from the home of the earlier Eenaissance and of 
the political emancipation of oiir own times. It is not 
only that *the one word which most suitably expresses 
the work of the year is,' in Signor Meille's judgment, * that 
of Progress/ or that the circulation has been the largest 
ever known. Nor is it that in social affairs the period has 
been one of peace and general prosperity. It is rather in 
the evidence of the strength and security of the principle 
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of spiritual liberty whicli, ' slowly broadening down from 
precedent to precedent/ shows that it has. at length- made 
its home in Italy ; and in the fact that the< Scrip tiires. h^ve 
so far become familiar to the people that Signor Meiile 
can deliberately say that ' no book is more widely srpread 
in Italy than the Book of Life.' Only ten years ago it was 
* difficult for an English reader to realise the ignorance in 
which Italians were kept as to the Holy Scriptures.' ^ It is 
now perhap« equally difficult to estimate fairly the signifi- 
•cance of the work which has taken place since then, and 
to become fairly aware of the advance which has been 
made. 

It need only further be said that Signor Meille's 
accounts have been given with as much fulness, and with 
as little commentary, as possible, so that the mind of the 
reader may be in uninterrupted contact with that of the 
narrator. Every , paragraph will be found as worthy of 
reflection as it is of peiNusaJ.. 

I. General Survey of the Year, — Details of 

CiRdCULATION. 

In an interesting introduction, Signor Meille reviews 
the social and political year, — with its copious harvests, its 
improving finance, its gei^eral consolidation of national 
resources. These facts touch less directly the Society's work 
than those which show — as the King^s attitude in various 
instances, and as the temper of the House of Representatives 
notably did — that ' religious liberty and equcdity are now 
so firmly established, and have taken such deep root in 
Italy, that any legal enactment against them would be 
practically void and without force.' 

The paragraphs which, follow refer still more directly to 
what is the special subject and the interest of these 
pages. 

The Items of Cibculation — Another *Leap Forward.' 

I. am most happy to notice the ever-iaereasuig circulation of our 
HoLy Scriptures; This year again has been marked by another leap 
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forward in our total issues, as shown by the usual statistical table 
given on page 60. .... 

The total of our issues has, as shown, risen from 153,770 copies in 
1890, to 166,915 copies (the highest total everjachieved) in 1891, being 
an increase for last year of 13,145 volumes. 

This very eueour^giiig- result will appear all . the more remarkable 
when, the two following fawjts are tak^n into consideration : — 

(1) In former ye^rs the increase has been almost entirely in the 
larger {^ales of Portions, espeoially small Gospela at o^e sou each. This 
year th^ increaae is.perfiape proportionately larger in Ifibles avd Testa,- 
omenta, as sho^^n at a glapce by the following figures :— r 



•^ 


1890. 


1891. 


Increase. 


Bibles ' .'., 


6,570 


7,516 . 


•946 


"New Testaments 


.. 15,194 


16,842 


1,648 


Portions 


.. 132,006 


142,557 


10,551 



153,770 166,915 13,145 



The increase in the issue of Portions was very nearly eight p0r 
•cent. ; it rose to between ten per cent, and eleven per cent, for thb 
New Testaments, and went over fourteen per cent, for whole Bibles. 
Surely we may from such facts derive the conclusion that our hopes — 
liiAt the large dia^emina^^ion of Portions during the last years would 
excite in many the desire to possess and study the Whode Bible, or, at 
least, the New Testamant^^begin to be ieiilised. And if such is the 
•case, the Society will feel that the efforts and the expenses o£ this large 
dissemination of little Gospels has iiot been thrown away. 

(2) The second fact I want to dwell upon in connection, with thi« 
increase of circulation is that it is wholly due to the work of our oicn 
<igent8, and especially of the colporteurs. For the first time since our 
Society began its work in Italy, these humble, but very efficient and 
praiseworthy workers, although their number remained much the same 
4is in the pirecedittg ydar, have gone a good deal beyond a huivdred 
^houMO/nd copies in their aaies. It is only justice to them to place under 
the eyes of the readers of this Report their compared figures for the 
last two years : — 





1890. 


1891. 


Increase 


Bibles ... 


. . . «5,0l)o 


4,116 


563 


Testaments 


9,368 


10,087 


719 


Portions 


... 81,067 


92,187 


11,120 



93,988 106,390 12,402 



A glanoe at the Table of Colportage ^ will show how remarkably 
«ome of the men have increased their sales, and these are mostly men 
who live and work in far away districts, where they often are the only 

^ In Appendix A. 
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witnesses for Christ, and where the voice of the erangelical preacher 
will not soon be heard.^ 

Sales in the Dep6ts. 

Our Depots, I am happy to say, have increased their sales from 
22,013 copies to 24,103, being an increase of more than 2,000 copiesv 
These 22,000 copies represent not only the every-day sales across the 
counter in each Dep6t, but also those of the sub-dep6ts, and occasional 
sales by retail vendors, who may take a few books with a discount 
with a view to selling them. Copies bought in a certain number for 
use in churches, schools, &c., as well as large orders given by other 
Societies, or even by private people, for gratuitous distribution mostly,, 
are placed under the heading of * sales to other Societies,' so as to give 
in our Statistical Tables exactly the result of our own work. 

These last-named sales have suffered a decrease of nearly 2,500 
copies, although the Scotch National Bible Society, whose Agent, the 
Bev. Dr. Gray of Rome, buys in our Dep6ts, at full cost price, the- 
Scriptures they need for their work in Italy, has also had the joy of 
reporting remarkably increased sales. But other Societies have 
bought from us last year much less than usual. 

Free Grants. 

Our free grants have risen from 458 copies to 696, most of which 
constituted our biennial contribution in books to the Waldensian 
Dep6t in Palermo. The 315 Bibles and the' 149 Testaments we have 
thus put down as * free grants,' have, therefore, not been giveti awan^ 
to the people, but have been, or will be, sold by the Palermo Dep6t, 
which it was important to stock well for the occasion of the National 
Exhibition held there last winter. 

Greater Italy— Circulation among Italians Abroad. 

To the Scriptures sold in Italy it would be only fair, in order to 
arrive at a just estimate of the amount of Bible distribution amongst 
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1691. 


Bibles. 


Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


1890. 


Sales by Colporteurs 


4,116 
1,711 


10,087 
2,876 


92,187 
19,516 

111,703 
,30,649 


106,390 
24,108 


93,988 
22,013 


.. &om Depots 




Sales to other Societies 


5,827 
1,364 

7,191 
325 


12,963 
3,713 


130,493 
35,726 


116,001 
37,311 


Total Sales 

! Free Grants 


16,676 
166 


142,852 
205 


166,219 
696 


153,812 
458 




Total Issues 


7,516 


16,842 


142,557 


166,915 


153,770 
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the Italians, to add the many thousand copies that are annually sold 
or given away to Italian workmen abroad. M. Monod writes that, 
•during the last twelvemonth, no less than 4,000 copies, mostly Bibles 
and Testaments, were sold to Italians by his colporteurs, and it is by 
^,000 copies at a time that we are asked by him to provide the Paris 
Dep6t with our most popular edition of the New Testament. Many 
thousand copies of Gospels and Testaments are also sent annually from 
Florence Dep6t to Germany and Switzerland, for work amongst the 
Italian navvies and bricklayers that go there in search of work. 
Away from his own village, the Italian feels more free, and is better 
disposed to listen to the Gospel. He welcomes eagerly a book in his 
own tongue, and most of these Scriptures given or sold to Italians 
abroad find their way back into Italy. Many a Calabrian village or 
Alpine hut has thus received the Word of God, sometimes from South 
America, or from the shores of the Red Sea. How much more 
precious that treasure than the little sum which the poor workman 
has with great labour and economy saved abroad, to buy a new field, 
or pay an old debt. And how pleasant for a colporteur to arrive at a 
house where he is welcomed as a friend, and where they show him the 
sacred book that the inmates read and love every day more. 

Now, if we remember that nearly a quarter of a million of Italian 
workmen are employed in France, that an almost equal number are 
scattered in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, and around the Mediter- 
ranean ; that half a million have found a home in the United States, 
and nearly double that number are settled in Brazil, on the Plata, and 
in other parts of South America, it ^vill at once be seen that this great 
dispersion of our people offers excellent opportunities for doing 
evangelistic work amongst them. I am happy to say that the tidings 
of new mission work begun amongst them come to us increasingly every 
year. In Brazil there are already several evangelical Italian churches 
which are centres of Bible distribution all around. In the United 
States both the Waldensian and the Methodist Episcopal Churches 
have sent some of their evangelists from Italy to work amongst the 
Italians there, and more are being asked for. If we could only know 
how many thousand copies of the Word of God in the Italian language 
have been scattered amongst our countrymen abroad during the last 
year, I have no doubt that our unwonted total of 167,000 copies 
would go very near to 200,000. 

The Best Kind of Pboqbess. 

W« may on the whole close this general survey of work during 
another year by a single word which characterises it faithfully, and 
that word is progress^ the best kind of progress the human race can 
desire, the spreading of God's Word amongst the fallen sons of men, 
the tidings of salvation brought home to a much larger number of 
■sinners. More than ever it can be said that no book is more widely 
spread in this country than the Book of Life. What a comfort and 
encouragement this ought to be tp every one that has the welfare of 
Italy at heart ! What a recompense for all the generous sacrifices the 
British and Foreign Bible Society has been continually making for our 



62 EIGHTY- EIGHTH REPORT. [1892 

benefit i What a hope for the future 1 for -God's Word oaniiot possibly 
b« 80wn in such a large ai:>d ever-increasing meaMtre without some day 
proddcuig a rieh harvest. But especially what* a eause of gratitude 
and deep thankfuliieBs to Him who has opened trp Italy to His W^ord, 
Mid' hasi blessed so abundantly the poor and inswiieient wock of His 
gerviants. 

* 

SiG. BoNaHi's ' Vita di Ciusxo/ 

Before reviewing now in detail the work of last year I may refer to 
a fact which shows how necessary is the work of Bible dissemination 
in the paidst of the Italian people. ' After more than two years since 
it had been published, the Life qf Christ by our eminent writer Sig. 
Bonghi has been put on the Index by the Tribunal of the Inquisition^ 
and the faithful Soman Catholics cannot read it any more. NTo one 
will be more astonished at ' this fact than the writer himself, for he 
qertainly did his best to give the Italian public a perfectly orthodox 
account of the life of our Lord. He fully admitted His divine origin, 
His miraculous birth, His freedom from sin, His sublime teaching, His 
wonderful miracles, His atoning death, His glorious resurrection and 
ascension into heaven. We Protestants even thought that he had 
accepted too easily certain Roman Catholic traditions that have no 
foundation in the Gospels, and adopted renderings of the sacred text 
that are more, in agreement with the Vulgate than with, the Greek. I 
do not yet know on. wh^^t grounds the book has been condemned. The 
pleas put forward may be some passing allusions to the temporal 
power and to the Koman hierarchy ; or perhaps Sig. Bonghi gave 
offence by quoting the Old Testara/Bnt passages that occur in his book 
from Diodati's rather than from Martini's version, thereby acknow- 
ledging the Protestant version the more faithful and the more popular 
of the, two. At any rate this fact remains, that the same secret power 
which, some years ago, wrested from, the hands of the French people 
the clear and popular version of tlie Gospels by Lasserre, now wants 
to prevent the Italians from, reading a popular and simple, as weU as 
orthodox, account of the life, teachings, and death of our Lord and 
Saviour. Whilst they themselves give no Bible, or even parts of it, to 
the people, they will not allow any one else to do so in their stead. It 
is not only the Protestant versions h\ii the Roman Catholic versions 
themselves that are prohibited. All the greater, therefoi-e, is our duty 
to spread the Word of God broadcast, to sow the country places with 
Gospels, and to work in faith that the day will soon come when the 
Woi^dof the Lord 'shall accomplish that "vyludbL He .pleases and pnysper 
in the thing, whereto He sent it.' 

IT. Review of the Depot Centres and DtsaRicTS — 

Colporteur Life, 

Let us now turn to a closer survey of the great divisions 
of the AgiBixcy, beginning with Milan and, the Lombairdy 
plaina,„tjhenjee by Grenoa and Legliorn to Florence, to 
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Rome, and fiixally to Naples, and Palermo in Sicily. A 
reference to Malta follows, but the island is now placed in 
connection with the Egyptian Agency, and will in futui*e 
be worked from Alexandria. 

I. MILAN DEPdT. 

It is central and large in size, as well as striMug in outward 
appearance, the best by far in many respects of all our Italian Depots, 
In its shop- window is continually displayed, opened, a large 4to. Bible, 
in so large a type that ' he that runs can read.' 

The salaa of Milan Depdt, in spite of the wide region over which 
its 'Activity extends, have continued, however, slightly to decrease 
except as regards small Portions, as shown by the following figures : — 



Year. 



1890 
1891 



Bibles. 


Tests. 


Portions: 


Total. 

1 


1 

1,024 
812 


2,443 
1,415 


15,211 
15,537 


1 

18,678 
17,764 



This is to be attributed to a good extent to the steady diminution 
in the number of colporteurs working under this Depot. During the 
last three or four years some have been removed by death, others have 
resigned or been dismissed, and one or two. wer« transferred else- 
where. But 'now I am happy to welcome three new recruits who are 
undergoing their period of trial, and with fair promises of success. 

Of the older colporteurs working from this Depot, GrerelU and 
Cantadrini &till work, often together, in the two neighbouring pro- 
vincee of Veronia and Brescia. From one of their joint reports I take 
the following incident, which proves th&t not all the priests are 
against our work. ^ On the shore of the Lake of Garda, we ofEered 
our books to five fishermen. One answered, '* I do not. know how to 
read " ; and the other said, ^* I have no . money." Just then a work* 
man, who seeated to be a carpenter, joined us, and said^ ^' These are 
Prolestant bookay take them to the Protestants.'' I answered that our 
books are fbir all men» and especially for all Christians, since they 
teach UA Ckriet and Hid doctrines. At that moment a priest passed 
by, and the' carpenter oalled on him : ^' Come, Don Giacomo, here is a 
man with Protestant books, and he wants me to believe that they are 
meant for us Christians." The priest* took up a Testament, examined. 
it caorefully, then returned it, saying : " Whether this book is Pro- 
testont or Catholic, it is the Gospel of Jesus Chrii^t : he who shall 
believe it and practise it shall be saved ; but he who refuses it shall 
be lofit.*^ Hftving said this the priest politely took ofE his hat to our two 
colporteurs and went his way. The men that they had spoken to bought 
each a Portion, even the one that could not read. Would to God that 
many priests were like thiS' one. . - Each of them would do nuore than 
ten colporteure.' 
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Altogether the Lombardo- Venetian region is better and more folly 
manned than it has been for some years. Milan has two young and 
active colporteurs. Piacenza, Brescia, Verona,- Mantua, Padova, and 
now Venice have one each. In this last-named town circumstances 
have changed so as to allow us to have Veronese definitely settled 
there, to the great satisfaction of our many friends in the place. We 
may, therefore, look to the future of this large and important district 
with good hopes that our work there will take a new departure, and 
make every year better progress. 



//. GENOA DEPOT. 

Although the number of colporteurs working under the superin- 
tendence of our good old depositary Cereghini has rather diminished 
than increased, the issues from this Dep6t have gone up very nearly to 
what they were before, showing an increase over those of the pre- 
ceding year, as seen below : — 



YeArs. 


Bibles. 


Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


1890 
1891 


1,282 
1,338 


3,118 
3,027 


16,209 
18,331 


20,609 
22,696 



This net increase of more than 2,000 copies is due to greater sales 
of several of' the colporteurs, but also to a somewhat more lively 
activity of the Dep6ts and sub-dep6ts. The head^Dep6t in Via Assarotti 
is frequently visited by inquirers, and even sometimes by priests. 
Women also come in sometimes asking for the so-called *Book of 
Dreams,' in which is declared what numbers can be played at the 
lottery, when the gambler has had such or such a dream in the night, 
or has met with some unexpected accident or encounters by day. 
Cereghini, of course, does not keep such a book, but he persuaded 
several of these women to buy a much better one, namely the New^ 
Testament. But perhaps the most interesting incident of all is that 
of a lady who was seen day after day stopping before the shop-window 
to read the open Bible that is always displayed there. After a time 
she sent her maid to enquire what book that was ; then the following 
day the maid returned with an order to buy the very same copy that 
had been read by her mistress in the shop-window. May God bless 
the reading of the sacred volume to both maid and mistress ! 

Speaking now of the colporteurs working under this Dep6t, we 
must first notice that, after having asked six months' leave to help his 
own Church (the Brethren) in iheir direct evangelistic work, young 
Corlando, of Vercelli, definitely left us to become one of their regular 
preachers. In this way we have already lost Buraghi and Bossetti, 
two excellent colporteurs, and may yet lose some others. But we 
must not repine, and rather wish our friends God-speed, if they are 
really called to serve the Lord in a different way. 

The resignation of Corlando has left good old Callegari, of Biella, 
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alone of our staff in that part of Piedmont which is comprised within 
the limits of the Fo, the Ticino, and the Alps. This he plods 
^courageously, although sometimes despondingly, at all seasons and in 
all weathers, going now far up in the Alpine valleys, now far away in 
the wide plain of Piedmont, or even making an occasional excursion 
into Lombardy. I know of no more painstaking colporteur. 

Peruggia, of Alessandria, was not discouraged by the rough hand- 
ling he had met with.^ Indeed the fact rather helped his sales than 
otherwise. In his report for the following July he writes : * I have 
been greatly blessed in my sales, not only in Alessandria but also in 
Oviglio and Casale. In this last town especially, I had frequent 
opportunities to speak during the four days I remained there, visiting 
from house to house, and putting up my stall on the market-place. 
Several people of Camagna, Yignale, and other places accosted me, 
asking whether it was true I had received a large sum from the priests 
to withdraw my complaint. I had to defend myself, and especially the 
Gospel, but not without good results, since in these four days alone I 
sold 230 copies of the Word of God.* 

On the Rivieras we have two colporteurs. From S. Remo as his 
centre Perni works the western and largest Riviera, up to the French 
frontier. The free distributions that go on continually on this, as well 
as on every other line much followed by the flow of tourists, are, of 
course, a great difficulty for his work, and for a time he had become 
discouraged. 

The Eastern Riviera, -shorter and more mountainous and rocky 
"than the other, has been thoroughly worked last year by young Col- 
porteur Meneghelli, who has fully justified the hopes his first weeks 
of trial had led your Agent to entertain. He sold in 1890, 168 Bibles, 
298 Testaments, and 3,680 Portions, or 4,146 volumes in all, the 
largest sale of all the colporteurs in this district except Peruggia's. 

I cannot close this account of Genoa Dep6t without a word of well- 
deserved praise to good old Cereghini for his zeal in collecting money 
for the Society every year after the visit of our annual deputation. 
This year, after the sermons and meetings of the Rev. James Thomas, 
Oereghini still collected no less than 110 francs to be added to the 
collections. 

///. LEGHORN DEPdT. 

Of this Dep6t very little more can be said after we have noticed 
that last year's decrease in its issues has been more than made up by 
the rise of 1891. This increase, however, consists almost exclusively 
of Portions. 



Year. 


Bibles. 


Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


189(J 
1891 


646 

666 

t 


1,244 
1,226 


5,904 
9,288 


7,794 
11,180 



The total of 1891 is not only much higher than that of 1890, but 

1 See Report for 1891, p. 76. 
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it almost equals even that of 1886, thd largest we had had in Leghorn 
lor many a year. Sig. Cordano, whose woi^ to a great extent eonBists 
in TeeetYing and forwarding to other Depots the Soriptnres that are 
sent from London, and has but two oolportetirs working ifnder his 
sftpericrtendence, does Bot report anything very striking this year. 



SARDINIA, 



I hare no ^'ery cheering news to give of ISardinia this year. 
Happily the Baptist Union of Cagliari has a very good colporteur who 
visits i*eg«laily a large part <yf the island, and we may soon find some 
«mtable man for the place. 



IV. FLORENCE DEFOT. 

The issues from this I>ep6t have fallen off by more iJhaii 4,000 
copies, as shown by the following figures : — 



Years. 


Bibles. 


T66t8. 

2,586 
1,&7« 


25,'695 


Total. 


1890 
1891 . 


758 
6^ 


29,0S4 
2i,9»6 



But I hasteu to add that this diminuiioin is wholly dae to the 
retirement of a colporteur who could not be replaced, and when we 
consider that this man %vas Bossetti, who in 18^0 had sold 7,7^5 
copies, it will be seen that the deca:«ease might have been mudb nore 
considerabjie had.uot the Dep6t' itself asrd the other colportbeurs done even 
better than the year before. Besides Rossetti, another of the men 
resigned during the oaurse of the year. This is Guidi, who ha4 been in 
the service for more than twenty yea^s, and who cKpected, b^g still far 
from an old man, to remain much longer. But a disease which the 
doctors found incompatible with Jong walking obliged him to resign on 
June 30, 1891. 

Before entering on the work of the Dep6t, I must notice that on the 
occasion of the General Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, we 
have had in Florence our first Conference of D€po8itcme8. For a long 
time I . had had a strong wish to call our six depositaries together, and 
no better opportunity could have been found. Besides attending the 
very interesting meetings of the Conference itself, when these were in 
a foreign tongue, we met together to study the best means to increase 
the work and sales of our several Depots. On each point connected 
with the work of a Dep6t, every one in succession gave an account of 
his own experience and methods. In this way many new and useful 
suggestions were thrown out, which every one could take good note of, 
and no doubt this has had no little influence on the increase of sales 
during the remaining portion of the year. 

At the same time the colporteurs of the neighbouring provinces 
had also been invited to join our Florentine colporteurs and the 
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depositaries for a joint conference. Wo had several sittings together 
with much prayer and consultation. These meetings I find extremely 
useful for giving each man not only new ideas, but a new zeal and more 
etoergy for the work. At the same time it seemed right to give these 
our fellow workmen, who are often alone in remote districts where a 
friendly hand is seldom extended to them, an opportunity of convincing 
themselves that the faith they fight for is that of millions of their 
fellow men in. other countries, who do not forget them in their lonely 
struggles. 

Our work in Florence has continued on the same lines as in former 
years, viz. : the Scriptures are exhibited for sale in three different places 
— in our Central Dep6t in Via Panzani, at Ciari's stall near the entrance 
to the Uflfizii Gallery and the Post Office, and in the shop of our 
friends of th6 Italian Evangelical Publication Society (Claudian Press) 
in Via Serragli. In these three places the sales have been much the 
same as last year. 

I have glanced once more over the reports of the colporteurs of 
this Dep6t, but they are barren of any incident worthy of repetition. 
Massiero has continued his work in the troubled provinces of the 
Eomagna, where socialism has made its stronghold, selling dose upoq 
5,000 copies. 

Veronese was moved from Treviso to Bologna and worked in that 
province for most of the year. Morsiani of Reggio came more than 
once into Tuscany, and his work is best shown by his remarkable sales 
of 6,221 copies. He is a man of sincere zeal, but easily discouraged 
by opposition, and frequently hampered in his rounds by poor health. 
These circumstances render his large total all the more worthy of 
commendation. 

Our staff under Florence Dep6t is now much reduced. I should 
especially like to find one or two good colporteurs for Tuscany proper, 
but none of the many candidates that have offered themselves seem 
likely to do ; at present we must go on as we are, praying .God to 
raise up some of His own chosen ones, to undertake for Him and carry 
on His work. 

V. ROME DEPOT. 

I have before called this a Dep6t, not for Eome and the Eomatts 
only, but for all nations. Nearly every nation under the sun is 
represented amongst the visitors that flock to Homfe every winter, 
and we do all in our power to make the Dep6t known to them by 
advertisements, as well as conspicuous and attractive by a large display 
of Scriptures in many languages in our extensive shop- windows and 
glass cases. Whenever some unusual gathering of foreigners occurs 
in Kome (such as on the occasion of the two Congresses for peace and 
arbitration held there last autumn) tickets and cards are distributed 
largely to let foreigners know where they can find in Borne also the 
"Word of God in their own native idiom. Such efforts are not useless ; 
our excellent friends, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, receive continual calls from 
people of all kinds and countries, and are only too happy to answer 
their demands. 

F 2 
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1890 
1891 



1,023 
837 



2,259 
2,418 



30,585 
27,348 



38,867 
30,598 



Of t.e.e only 18 copies we. ^e^ Sr/'g^^itr V^ 
a very large '»«"?ber must have ^«f^ "^'^j^^ ^j^^ of the issues from 
people who bought them at the De^^^ X our own work is 540 Bibles. 

Ke Dep6t ^^°^«,*^,^.^p^S^^^13,2l2 volumes. This will 
1,354 Testaments, 12,318 Portions, in a ' -j ^^ ^hat only 

Lely be considered -''y^;^^fSc;i^!j^X and that one of these 

three colporteurs work '^^•^f^l at the beginning of October la«t. 

had only been accepted ^'^J"^^^ ^^^^^^'''^epet fre mostly made up of 
The rest of the ;?f;\«;,^VDelsSrthe Society of the Crystal Palax* 

^nj thousands of »**!« ^,Xe,ed to Sig. Cav. Capellini, for his work 
Bible Stand orders to ^^ ^^J'^^o Rev. James Wall, or to others, 
amongst the Italian ^^oldre^^^ , ^^^.if^.V. Thomas, ' 830 New Testa- 
. To one mission f «^*'*''^ ^^^^^^^ Vh ch were sent by post, volume per 
ments were sold during ^h^Xe^S Chamber of Deputies and Sena- 
volume, to the members of the Itol^n o ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^_ 

tors, with the ;f «^7S vesu 1 T^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^, ,^^ 

tlemen sent letters of '^"^f °3|^^g „\f. and wishing him success in 
heartily the donor of such a precious gi», 

his good work. , ^ resides for the winter at 

'A lady, interested m B ble ™' ^^ y^ ^^ of us 4,000 copies 

Albano, thl historic -J^<i,„--^«£*^^^^^ herself amonV 

of the New Testament to be d^«^^^^^^ Laviiia.'the scene of the 

the distr^'ssed people of ^'^"^^^f '^ ^V.^^ the inhabitants for many 
calamitous earthquake ^'^•'^ J*^X lady afterwards called and 
:if rheTaSu^htertf 2L the Word of God so much appreciated by 
all those to whom "^^"^ ^f^^^^^J^i old Colporteur Fossi. whos« 

'"*■„ ^„u»l c«tpotte«r Del Prfncip. bu ben olte. Uid op bj 

1 On p. 80. 
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sickness, or imprisoned by snow in his mountain home. Nevertheless 
his sales have attained the remaricable total of 6,593, which, if it is 
inferior to the one of 1890, is superior to that of 1889. This^ inde- 
fatigable little man seems to consider the whole of peninsular Italy as 
his field of labour, and for the second time he found his way on foot 
as far north as Florence, to be present at the Conference of the 
Evangelical Alliance in spring, whilst in the autumn we find him 
more than a hundred miles south of Naples. Ke must, now be 
working with his friend Cocoa in the Apulian plains, between Bari 
and Brindisi. Of his autumn excursion he writes : ' The sales have 
been abundant ; may the Lord send His blessing on them. The places 
I have visited this month are perhaps the worst in Italy. The 
villages are perched on mountain tops ; the houses are unhealthy and 
filthy to a degree ; the roads almost impracticable. I have had to pay 
as much as 5 f r. a day for the hire of a mule to carry my books and 
luggage, whilst I followed on foot. Most of my sales were made to 
the workmen that build the new railway line which is to unite Naples 
to Sicily. I was extremely comforted, for the engineers and the 
overseers as well as the workmen have welcomed the Word and me 
with great respect/ The opportunities for the work were so great 
that, having been in those very days invited by the Agent to 
Naples for a Conference, Del Principe declined and begged to be 
excused, for he had not the heart to leave so soon the golden field the 
Lord had led him to. Good old Rosa continues his quiet work 
between Aquila, Teramo, Macerata, and Giulianova on the Adriatic, 
but his reports are quite bare of any more than usual incidents and 
encounters. 

FI. NAPLES DEPOT. 

In no town of Italy does the Society count so many devoted and 
energetic friends as in Naples. This year they have given a new 
proof of their active interest in Bible work by forming themselves 
into a numerous and influential Naples Auxiliary, whose President 
and Secretary is our old and much-esteemed friend, M. Gutteridge, Esq. 
This Auxiliary does not aim only at collecting funds, bat also at 
superintending and helping in every possible way the Dep6t and the 
colporteurs of the town. Their first proof of practical interest was 
devotiog last summer a large sum to a much-needed cleaning, painting, 
and rearranging of the Dep6t in the Strada di Chiaja, which, in conse- 
quence, presented at my last visit a much brighter and more inviting 
appearance, both outside and inside. On that occasion, also, I was 
asked to give them an address exclusively on our Italian work, for, said 
Mr. Gutteridge, when the Deputation comes round we hear a good 
deal about the work in general, but there is not time to say much, 
except a few statistics, about Italy in particular. That meeting was 
the largest and the most sympathetic I remember attending in Italy. 
There were especially a good many young men of the English colony. 
No collection was taken, not to spoil the annual collection, but the 
attention and interest of the audience were extremely gratifying. The 
Rev. Jas. Thomas will • say, no doubt, in his own report how very 
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warmly he was received in Naples, and how Mr. Gattertdge, hy mviting 
all the nearest colporteurs and giving them a dinner, afforded bim an 
opportunity to make their aoquaintance, and to address thenft a few 
words of encouragement and ezhortatioo. 

Another and most cheering fact ahout Naples and the Neaipolitan 
provinces is the very large increase of our sales and issues daring the 
year 1891. From 24,777 copies in 1888, to 38,423 in 1889» to 43,688 
in 1890, the advance was already v^y considerable. Bat 1891 has 
given us a total of no less than 58,731 copies, in other words, an 
increase in a single year of 15,043 copies, i,e., more than the total 
increase of the whole of the Agency. 

It is here also that we can espeoially n<»tioe the increase of sales 
of the larger volumes, and especially of whole Biblea, that is such a 
marked and enoouraging feature of t^e work of the year 1891. These 
increasing sales will be seen at a glance if we compare the statistics of 
the two years, 1890 and 18^1 : — 



Years. 



1890 
1891 



Increase 



Bibles. 



1,842 
3,158 



1,316 



Tests. 




3,444 

6,648 



g8,402 ; 43,^88 
48,925 I 58,731 



8,204 10,528 



16,043 



In the following table I have thought worth our while 
the issues so as to show what part of these remarkable sales 
attributed to our own agents, and what part to those of other 
who provide themselves at our Neapolitan Dep6t. 



to group 

is to be 

Societies, 



1891. 



Sales from Depot .. 
by Sub-I)ep6ts 
by Oolporteurs 



tf 



ft 



Total aaJcs,,.. 
To Palermo DepOt... 



Total of our work 

To 8cotoh Bible Soeioty i 

.„ bailors' Rest , 



Total 



t ..^. 



Bibles. 



105 

182 

1,994 



2.281 
315 



2,596 
399 
163 



3,156 



T«tt8. 



204 

456 

4,]96 



PorttdM. 



621 

4,989 

38,992 



4,856 44,602 
149 — 






5,005 

584 
1,059 



44,602 
3,623 

700 



6,64;8 48,925 



Tc/t9L 



930 

5.627 

45,182 



51,789 
464 

62.208 
4,606 
1.922 

68,731 



The following remarks on the ahore table may be found inter- 
esting t — 

The Depdt Sale»y or sales across the oonnterv continue to he oom- 
paratively low. This is doe to a grearii extent to the fact that, several 
cblporteurs of our own and of other Societies' being at work in. Naples, 
many are by them provided with Soriptnres Withoat having need to 
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come to the Depot for tbem. Ou the otbcir baiud> the poaition of the 
Dep6t, although it coiild aciur^lj be more central, . i^ not a good one 
for sale^y and for arrestingthe attention of pa&sers-by. The St/rada di 
CJda§a^ descoBde rabidly at tha^t point, the f oot-pavemei^Lt is extremely 
narrew, the traflSc very great. Aj», I have often observed myself, it is 
not at all possible lor people who go along to stop and look at our 
books^ however at«kra€tiv& the shopt-window may be ma^e. !&very one 
that atops for a minute is «t onee jostled here and there by the hurried 
crowd, and has to move on* It is also the opinion of oua* friends of 
the Naples Auxiliary that, when our present lease (which has about 
one year more to run) ie up;, we had better move into some quieter street, 
and the immense changes that now take plaae in the heart ot the town 
will maJke it easy for us to-Qnd at reaso^aable conditions a n^ore suitable 
Dep6t. But if Sig. Jourdan has not so much to. do as he would, like 
to have,^ as a salesman,, his hainds are very fully employed by the large 
number of colpprtevrs ajad, other sellers he has to superintend and to 
promde with books. !N^o d^positaarjr has half as much to do in. this 
respect m he ha^» I do xK>t hesitate to say that a part of the credit 
of the gr<eat inere«uie of our sales ia due to his management of the 
men, iMid his judioiaus apurring of them to their task. 

The numher of colporteMrs working ujader Sig. R jQur4ftn's super- 
inta[ideiH3e wa^ only ten at the end,:of 18Q0, two mospe were, added in 
the first half e£ 189 1^ a^da thi^d one towards- the. end of thie year. 
It is partly due to the wor!^ of thesoi nf^w men that thu colp^^rtetvs' 
sales have risen in the southern province to such a high to;!;^ thflrt 
they surpass- by nearly 10,000 copies the whole of the issue3 o£ the 
former year. Yet niearly aU the f^nior colporteurs hav(^> b^d inc^ea^ 
sales, a^ soma of the^i considerably so. 

The seJeft of our. age&ts proper are represented by the ujopreced^O.!/^, 
total of 51,739 copies, nin^-tentbs of which have b^en sold in Ijhp 
pi>ovi«oea and g«ne^*aUy in the wildest and most ren)oJ;e regipns;. 

The 464 oo|^ put down to Palermo Dep6t repre^em^t ouv bje nni^l 
contribution for the keeping up of that Dep6t-, which belpogs properly 
to the Waldensi9.n, Church. Oup cqntifihution, which had been f9rn).erly 
of 4Q0 f r. W)rth of books, was ^^ised to 500 this ,year. Th^*e tWi^F® 
o&nnot properly be cla3$;ed as fre^grn^vM^ for they a^re in the end ^f^Ld, 
tp the people of F^lerm^i and mayj X think, be. considered as a pd,rt 
of our Sicilian w^^rk. . . , 

Lastly, \ thoi^ht it woi^ld interest English. readers^ to. know tto-t 
the many sailoirs of their cQuntajy which- viflfitannuj^Uy the ha^rhpu^tj of 
Naples are niot forgotten i^. our Bible- work. We do not, it '^ tj;ue, 
send any one to visit the English ships, but we help th^. ftethel wd 
Sailora' Rest in.jti^eir Bibi^work. To this lftst-name4 institution we 
give books at half r our. already much reduced selling-prices, and 1,922 
cc^ies were in th^ way diptVjhvi.ted last year in Naples harbour, mostly, 
perhaps exclusively, in t^he English la^ngu^ga 

Of the continental colporti^urs., St^mpa^chiei') Lombardi, and Eousa 
work in> Naples and its enviror^. .... 

Stampacchia visits fre<iuently the Iv^bour, going on boajrd th^ 
Italian ships, and finding now a favoufaiWe, now an u^favpwT^We^ 
reception, according to the captain's liberal or clerical propensities. 
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But Stampacchia visits also the province. I^ a letter to the Agent 
he relates the following incident, which will be found interesting : — 

' Having been sent some time ago to Catania, with a view to 
trying if the climate of Sicily would suit his health better, he was 
warmly received in the house of a gentleman, a member of the Wal- 
densian Church of Catania. This gentleman is the owner of a large 
orange garden, or perhaps it ought to be called farm, in a lar^e village 
on the slopes of Mount Etna. There he took Stampacchia for a visit, 
and the two tried their best to make the people acquainted- with the 
Word of God On leaving, Stampacchia, at the request of his friend, 
left with him forty francs' worth of books, which, by little and little, 
were sold in the village. But, as often happens, the priests managed 
to get hold of a good number of these books and made a bonfire of 
them in front of the church. It was a windy day, and the wind blew 
one of the leaves, half burnt, to the feet of a man, who was looking 
on approvingly from the threshold of his house. The man picked it 
up, and curiosity impelled him to keep and i'ead it. What there wa& 
on those charred pages Stampacchia cannot tell, but it made the man 
wonder that a book in which were found such beautiful words could 
be condemned to the flames by the priests. He felt a strong desira 
to know more of the book, and went secretly to Stampacchia's friend, 
who sold him a Bible, and gave him such instructions that the man 
and his family have now been received into the Waldensian Church 
of Catania. What an amount of good even a few words from the 
Bible can do ! ' 

The Adriatic provinces are especially worked by Cocca of Foggia 
and Spedicato of Bari, with occasional visits from Del Principe. Cocca 
last year determined to visit again the little peninsula of Gargano, 
where he had received such rough treatment some time ago ; and, 
although the priests did all in their power to prevent his sales, in some 
places ringing the bells against him, or even following him everywhere 
with cries of Scomunica / Scomunica / he was far from being so un- 
successful as might have been expected. 

At Brindisi Spedicato asked from the Governor of the prison to be 
allowed to go in and offer his books to the prisoners. * We have no 
Protestant here,* contemptuously replied the Governor, refusing the 
permission. But Spedicato waited till the prisoners went out to their 
work, and with the help of one of the guards managed to sell them two 
dozen Testaments. Surely nowhere is the Word of Life more necessary 
than amongst the criminals who undergo their punishment, and to 
whom no one perhaps speaks of a better life to come, and of the way 
which leads to it. 

The three extensive provinces of Calabria are thoroughly worked 
by the two brothers Comei of Cosenza, and by the new colporteur 
Jemma. This last man has quite come up to the expectations we enter- 
tained of his success. His sales are the largest of any Italian 
colporteur this year, having gone a few copies above Un thousand 
volumeSf of which 359 are whole Bibles, and 937 Testaments. He 
seems indefatigable in his journeys, and full of expedients for interest- 
ing people in the reading of the Word. 
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SIGJLY, 

I used in former reports to give separate statistics for the island of 
Sicilj. I cannot do so this time, mainly because^ on account of the 
Palermo Exhibition, colporteurs went from the Continent to work there. 
Jemma, in particular, was at Palermo for a whole month, and finding 
that his expectations of good sales were not being fulfilled, went o.ver 
a good part of the island, effecting very large sales especially in Catania, 
Girgenti, and Syracuse. Here I must say that the Great Exhibition of 
Palermo, from which so much was expected for our work also, has 
proved a signal failure in every respect. After the first two or three 
weeks, most of the visitors went away, and the gaudy show remained 
un visited nearly all the winter. Both the place and time had been 
badly chosen for such an undertaking. Palermo is too much out of 
Italy, and the present time is not one in which many Italians can 
afPord to travel for pleasure, even at much reduced rates. Perhaps 
towards the end there will be a revival of interest and greater influx 
of visitors, and we will not be slow to avail ourselves of it. 

Meanwhile, our four Sicilian colporteurs have steadily continued 
their work, with at least as much success as in the former year. And 
if to their sales are added those of their brethren from the Contioent 
made in the island itself, it will be seen that never perhaps has the 
Word of God been so widely spread in Italy as in the year 1891. 



MALTA, 

The name of Malta appears in this Beport for the last time, for, 
by a recent decision of the Committee, the little group of islands of which 
Valetta is the capital have been connected with the Egyptian Agency, 
with which indeed Malta has much more frequent intercourse than 
with Italy. I wish I could have a better report to give for the last 
time of our work there ; but things are not changed in Malta, and they 
cannot be expected to change so soon. The natives are as much 
attached to Bomanism, and as averse to Protestantism, as they have 
ever been, so that Bible-work amongst them is almost nit, whilst 
amongst the English many Societies aj« at work besides our own. My 
earnest wi^^ is that the work in Malta may revive, and Mr. May's 
long wishes and prayers for such a desirable end find their fulfilment. 



III. COKCLUSION. 

In Signer Meille's closing sentences there is just a touch 
of depression. It is quite natural. From no account of 
Christian work is a sense of pensiveness ever entirely 
absent in healthy minds, and even when that work is most 
progressive the sadness is apt to be more pronounced. 
* After all,' one sighs, * how little it all is compared with 
what might be, how few the labourers compared with the 
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white fields of harvest — how slight the arc of light against 
the eclipse of shadow ! ' And yet the shadow is drifting 
back, and the light is growing year by year. 

I close this report under a strong feeling that if God has last year 
so signally blessed our poor and defective work, it is evidently because 
He want* us, not ouly to be thankful to Him for His unfailing faith- 
fulness, but also to become more zealous, more whole-hearted, more con- 
secrated in this His service. Times are very serious ; the masses seem 
more than ever intent on the present life, its interests, its pleasures, its 
passions. It behoves us to be faithful witnesses of Christ, calling the 
people to think of the future that awaits them, and showing them the 
way to a happier and better life than any human reform or revolution 
could ever give. 



§ 9. SPAIN. 

Excludirvg the Balearic and Cana/ry Islanda, there a/re in, Spain 
47 provinces : in b of these the American Bible Society is 
at work, 5 are occupied by the National Bible Society of 
Si^tland, and in the remaining ptovinoes the British muL 
Foreign Bible Society employed S$ colporUufB. The toUd 
cirisulation for last year was 64,495 copies. The popida- 
tion of Spain was m 1887, 17,550,246, of whom peirhapB 
6,000 fvere Protesta/nts. 

Seldom in Spain have the records of any year been 
more remarkable than of that which has recentiy closed. 
Long recognized as the Puritan of Catholicism, intense, con- 
servative, contemptuous of others, the Spaniard has for 
<5enturies been one of the least hopeful subjects for 
evangelical effort. But in one of the first sentences in 
his report, Mr. Jameson confesses that he has hitherto 
erred by being too pessimistic, and that he now must 
give another and a more hopeful view of the progress of 
Scriptural Christianity in the Peninsula. * 1 feel entitled,' 
he writes, * from the history of the year, to lay it down as 
an ascertained fact that when . the people can get to aome 
acquaintance with the Scripture, withoat overshadowing 
influence^ there is a glad and hearty reception of it/ This 
conclusion is supported by many facts. Among' other 
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meana of engaging aerious attention to the truth of the 
Bible a band of educated men have visited many of the 
centres of population. And with what results ? Here is 
an account of a meeting at which an adcjress was given on 
the Scriptures and on the Society's work, and which was 
attended by a thousand people. ' Think/ says Mr. 
Jameson, with his memory full of the depressing past, 
' think of a thousand people at a Bible meeting in Spain !' 
In other places there are instances hardly less noteworthy ; 
the people gather in large nrumbers; they crowd out 
smaller halls ; they fill the reading-rooms at the new 
Dep6ts : in fact the Dep6t, with not a few, has superseded 
the caf^ and become a popular resort. The Press becomes 
interested, and comments favourably on the astonishing 
work of the British Society. Even in the Chamber of 
Deputies one of the ministers declares ' that the Govern- 
ment sees nothing censurable in the publicity which is 
being given to the Society.' In one village we read that 
there is ' hardly any one who is not studying the Scriptures' ; 
in another, thsU) 'there are many Evaiogelicals, and that the 
people love the Book.' In thre^ hundred of the railway- 
stations large placards on the Society's work arrest attention. 
A new issue of the Scriptures in attractive type and in the 
paragraph axraaagement of thie text (the first of the kind 
among the Spanish editions) has lately been published. 
So general has. been the interest awakened l)y these and 
other means that Mr. Jameson affirms, 'lb is not too 
much to say that the Bible has been made the theme 
of more conversations among intelligent people in Spain 
during the past year than in all the centuries since the 
Reformation.' He adds, ' The future of the regeneration of 
Spain is to-day most unquestionably in the hands of the 
Bible Society, and each year as it passes will make this 
more apparent.' All these are remarkable statements, but 
Mr. Jameson's acquaintance with the Peninsula is ex- 
ceptional, and he supports them by the marshalled 
testimonies of a report, one of the most detailed and 
voluminous he has ever prepared. 

There is, of course, another side of the subject, and in 
its own place Mr. Jameson has emphasised the hostile 
activity of the priesthood, the prevalence of infidelity, and 
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the general ignorance as to the Bible itself. But all this 
only makes more notable the awakening of attention, so 
far as it has taken place, which the reports of the year 
show. That is the important and significant fact. ' When 
we can only get at close quarters with the people them- 
selves, there is not that apparently insuperable objection 
to the Scriptures which arises from actual hostility or 
open indifference, and the great matter is to avail our- 
selves of the innate well-disposedness which exists, and 
to remove the obstacles which are placed to the free and 
glad acceptance of the Word of God.' ^ 

The details of work will show that to a very encouraging 
extent this is being done. 



1. General Outlook and Aspects of the Year. 

A Modified Ebtimate. 

In makiDg the review of the year I risk somewhat my reputation 
fot consistency, but I am necessitated to modify in a very considerable 
degree estimates and appreciations set down in previous reports. It 
may be that an ever-widening acquaintance with the field pi operations 
leads me to make very considerable modifications in my representation 
of the state of feeling in this country. But make them I must, and 
they are to the following effect. 

Of course the priestly opposition is entirely unchanged, and humanly 
speaking must ever remain the same. An open Bible and the right of 
private judgment cannot subsist alongside of sacerdotal pretension& 
Of course also where these pretensions can be made to avail with the 
authorities, Bible work is impossible or almost so. Equally impossible 
is such work when and where the priest exercises a predominating 
influence over the individual or society. But — and this ie my new 
point of view — I feel entitled from the history of the year to lay i* 
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down as an ascertained fact, that where the people can get to some 
acquaintance with the Book without the over-shadowing influence of 
priest or authorities^ nay, when these can shake themselves free of the 
former, there is glad and heart j reception of the Divine message of 
mercy and consolation. 

After all this is no very wonderful discovery. It is in the nature 
of things that it should he so. But I have more than once expressed 
myself in such a pessimistic tone that I think I owe it to our supporters 
to rectify myself in this sense. All the more as the realization of this 
fact calls for and justifies increasing effort on the part of the Society's 
workers and friends. 



The Special Feature of the Year. 

The special feature of the year, has been the initiating in a 
number of districts of a system of calling more public attention to our 
work. In order to do this it has been necessary to modify to a con- 
siderable extent the character of the agents of the Society, and to call 
in the aid of men of a higher class than those hitherto employed. Various 
circumstances conspired to render this possible, and now the Society 
counts among its agents in Spain eight men who have been pastors or 
evangelists, and whose work even already has had appreciable influ- 
ence on popular opinion. In a number of provinces public meetings 
have been held, some of them attended by as many as a thousand 
people, and in more than one of these meetings the local authority 
has presided. In this way the Bible has been brought to the notice 
of the people in a way never even dreamed of before, and prejudices 
have been removed and information communicated that could have 
T)een effected in no other way. 

Nor is this all : not only have these agents thus spoken in public ; 
their private efforts have been far-reaching. Many friends have been 
addressed on the subject, their interest excited, and numberless indi- 
viduals of the more educated class, such as they are in Spain, have 
expressed deep and growing interest in the Bible and its diffusion. 
I think it is not too much to say that the Bible has been made the 
theme of more conversations among intelligent people in Spain 
during the past year than in all the centuries since the Reformation at 
least. And the general testimony of these workers is to the effect 
that they have as a general rule obtained a respectful hearing. They 
liave discovered, of course, wof ul ignorance — ignorance that can scarcely 
he credited in a nominally Christian land, but fully explained by its 
history. But by their action that ignorance is being dispelled, and 
surely, if slowly, the attitude of the people to the Book of God is 
changing. 



The Press — New Dep6ts. 

Another and very special feature of the year's work is the interest 
being shown in our work by the public press. Two meetings have 
been held during the year in the Bible House in Madrid, at which 
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Tepresentaiives from the principal daily papers of Madrid w«re brooght 
into contact with the Society's operations, and cordial I'eference 'was 
made in their respective journals to those operations. So much so that 
the ire of the lecher of the Carlist party in the Hotise of Deputies was 
so roused that he put a question to the Minister of the Interior, and 
was answered that the Grovernment saw nothing censurable in the 
publicity which was being given to the Society. That publicity is 
greatly aided by the presence in 300 of the railway stations of the 
country of a large advertisement, so that he that runs may read. 

Related to tins feature is an interesting detail. Sdnce the beginning 
of the year there has been a meeting twice a week in the rooms of the 
Society in Madrid of a band of authors and journalists for the study 
of the Scriptures, and the ownerjof one of the best-known names both 
in journalism and fiction in Spain now openly acknowledges that he 
is on the side of the Bibler, and work^ among his companions iQ our 
favour. 

In connection with and obedient to this plan of diffusing information, 
Dep6ts have been opened in Segovia, Quadalajara, C^ceres, and in Goria 
del Hio and Carmona in the province of Sevilla, which also serve as 
reading-rooms and points where Bible students gather and realize 
their oneness on the basis of the !6ible. The establishment of these 
Dep6ts have exercitied a wonderful influence on the towns and even 
provinces in which they are situated. 

The OoLPOBTBUflus — Statb of the Publio Mind. 

All the time, however, the old-fashioned patient work of the col- 
porteur has gone on in all the provinces of the kingdom, aiid the 
record of these men's work is filU of interest and promise, as well as 
of evidence of their self-sacrificing labours. 

If there is one thing more than another which lets itself be felt in 
the perusal of these records, it is the fact I have already referred to, 
of the cordial reception of the Book by the people when left free to 
act on their own inspiration. The reading of a chapter or even of a 
few verses like the Magnificat has produced in many cases fervent 
desire to have the Book, and not unfrequently the mere reading has 
secured the Book and its possessor from all interference on the part of 
the priest. This has been also the motive which has impelled us to 
endeavour even more strenuously to dissipate publicly the errors and 
prejudices which have gathered round the Book, and to assist and 
forward the work of the colporteur by drawing public attention to 
his • wares,' and preparing the public to appreciate and use them. 

I do not for one moment under-estimate the immense power of the 
priesthood on the one hand, nor that of the revolutionary freethinkers 
on the other. But the struggle on the part of the Bible Society is 
greatly simplified and relieved by the entire absence of any doctrinal 
questions. To the Eoman Catholic the Book is presented as the basis 
of his own religion, and the question is narrowed to that of the 
version. And to tie Positivist and !PVeethinker it is simply a historical 
question. The great difficulty with'both the one and the other is the 
absence of general intelligence and the ignorance in which even think- 



1892.] SPAIN, 79 

ing and educated men live with regard to work effected outside their 
own country. The Catholic holds it as an unquestionable fact that 
the non-Catholic fis non-Christian ; hence the almost universal helief 
that Protestants "believe neither in God nor Christ, nor any of the 
great truths of Christianty. Such an eminent churchman as the 
Cardinal Arclibishop of Sevilla in his large work an The BihU and 
Science^ takes as representatives, true and genuine, of Protestantism, in 
its attitude- towards the Bible, such names as Stratiss and the Tiibingen 
school, and seems jaever to have heard, or if he has heard makes no 
mention whatever, of any controversy or defence of the iScriptures by 
orthodox Protestants, and this is the state of mind of all or nearly all 
ordinary Catholics. The sad truth is that most of the leading sceptical 
works have been translated into Spanish and not one of the antidotes. 
And this in its turn explains also the attitude of the so-called Free- 
thinkers, who have gr,eedily devoured, either in translation or in the 
original, the works of Strauss, Kenan, and others in religion, and of 
Spencer, Mill,, and the host of Oerman philosophers in philosophy, and 
imagine that there is nothing to be said on the other side. So that 
between the two the Bible itself and the Bible Society is placed at a 
peculiar .disadvantage, having so to speak little chance of speaking, or at 
least having had till now. Men on both sides turn away from* the 
Bible ! ' * Pooh 1 that is a question on which the last word has been 
said and written. It is either the falsified and mutilated Protestant 
version, (X the collection of old wives' fables which Yoltaire made so 
merry over a hundred years ago ! ' 

* The Simple Ejeamng of the Divine Wow).' 

The more we labour, however, the deeper becomes the conviction 
that except the Lord build the house they labour in vain that build it. 
But that He is building is an equally firm conviction, and the power 
of the simple Word when simply studied has once more shone out 
refulgent in its own light in the case of a young literary man who has 
been employed for four years as corrector of the press in the preparation 
of the new editions. Educated in a Jesuit seminary, on entering the 
' University of Seville he at once fell a prey, an easy prey, to the then 
prevailing rationalism recently imported from Germany, and so con- 
tinued till his employment in the Bible Dep6t for the mechanical 
reading of the press, so that / might correct the proofs. Coming to 
the work without any knowledge of the Scriptures from personal 
experience, and weighted with all the prejudices against them acquired 
from his rationalistic philosophy, the simple reading of the Divine 
Word to me that I might correct the proofs has so wrought on his 
mind and spirit, that to-day he is a fervent believer in and. defender of 
the Scriptures, and an able expounder of their doctrines. During 
these four years he has bad of course to read the entire Bible once, 
and the New Testament a^d Psalms repeated times, and each reading 
has canied him further forward in his admiration and enthusiasm for 
the Scriptures. 

It is our confident hope that in the Bible ' centres ' which, we are 
organizing, this experience -may be largely increased and multiplied. 
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*CoMB Over and Help TJs.' 

It is an increasing conviction of mine from ever-growing know- 
ledge of the work that it would be a most blessed thing if the Bible 
Societies as such would utter a loud call to the Churches as such to 
follow up their work. Where there are constituted Churches as even 
in France and Italy, this may not be so imperative, but unless, in a 
country like Spain, the mere circulation by colportage of the Bible 
is followed by the constituted means — the work of the Bible Society 
is in danger of remaining almost like that of Penelope, the priest 
undoing one day what the colporteur has done the other. 

"With our * centres ' we gather the people together round the Bible, 
and we can do no more ; from these centres they should proceed to 
evangelical Churches, so that the work may be carried on ; but such 
churches are simply non-existent in Spain except in half-a-dozen 
points ; for this then we cry aloud to the Churches : * Come over and 
help us.' 

In this connection it is a great pleasure to be able to record the 
cordial assistance we have received in our work from the evangelical 
workers of all denominations in Spain. Almost without exception 
they have entered into our views and seconded our efforts even beyond 
their strength. Both in kindly superintending the operations of the 
colporteurs and in realizing our plans, many have been indefatigable, 
and it is not too much to say that by the admirable concert between 
the Bible Society and the evangelical agencies in the Peninsula a 
forward movement is being effected that will have the happiest and 
most important results. But again I repeat, what wo have been able 
to do only shows how very much there is to be done, and the urgent 
need of help. 

It is to me a motive of deep and unfeigned gladness and satisfaction 
that to the Bible Society will belong the honour of having so effectually 
and efficaciously promoted the advance along, the whole line. This is 
only as it should be. 

The future of the regeneration of Spain is to-day most unquestion- 
ably in the hands of the Bible Society, and each year as it passes will 
make this more apparent. 

An Estimate op Bible Work — Extract from a Superintendbnt's 

Letter. 

* In Spain the Bible is with the Catholics a perilous book and there- 
fore a prohibited book, and with the Freethinkers an immoral, or at least 
a superseded book. Not in vain has the journal of the latter sect pub- 
lished during seven years its abominable commentaries on the Bible 
(consisting in the reproduction of all the old calumnies and blasphemies 
of Paine and Ingersoll). Our people, accustomed not to think for itself » 
has been deeply affected by the propaganda of the Freethinkers, which 
to a large extent has taken the place of that of the priests. My work, 
in conferences as well as in innumerable familiar conversations in 
private houses, inns, casinos, coaches and trains, has had for its object 
to make known what the Holy Book really is, and to destroy the legion 
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of prejudices which fill the mind of those who have not read it at all 
or only under one or other of these two false lights. 

* As a result of recent work, more than 4,500 people have heard for 
the first time something of the true character of the Bibla Many 
persons who years ago had bought the Bible (their edition is that of 
1869) only on account of the marvellous cheapness of the Book, a^d 
who had never even opened it, after these conferences, followed and 
enlarged by conversation, have begun to study it. I am convinced that 
with the exception of two places, not one book has been burned in the 
whole province, and still less in the towns and villages where I have 
spoken. And it is the conviction openly expressed of many pastors 
that at least 60 per cent, of our books are burned by the priests. 

* The province is prepared not only to receive with respect our 
Holy Book, but also and readily to buy it in spite of the many 
already sold ; and so great are the sympathies already created, that there 
are eight or ten points where there are large groups of Bible students 
fit to be organized into Evangelical congregations. 

* I have had the opportunity of addressing myself to the educated 
classes in considerable numbers : — doctors, advocates, joumsalists, Ac. 
These, as a general rule, are, or have been, enemies of the Book. Many 
have confessed to me that they had never read it, oth^ri^ that they had 
read it very little and with much repugnance. 

* I myself am astonished at the results. God has put to shame my 
little faith. During twenty-one years I have been working in Spain, 
and I never even thought so many would lend themselves to listes, 
nith so great pleasure to conferences on a book so discredited.' 

Publishing Woek. 

The great event of the year in this department has been the issue 
of a new edition of the Octavo Bible (2^. 6c?.) arranged in sections and 
paragraphs instead of chapters and verses, although these are of course 
indicated. This has presented the book in an entirely new form, and 
has elicited many testimonies of approval from the press daily and 
weekly, to members of which copies have been sent. 

There has been issued as well a new edition of the Svo. largfe 
type Testament, and one of the 16mo. Testament, both in paragraphs 
which are having a rapid sale. ' 

From various circumstances revision has gone on more slowly 
than would have been desirable, but some progress has been made. 
St. Mark has been completed and St. Luke is well advanced, and new 
arrangements have been made by which a quicker advance will be 
secured. 

11. Illustkations of Colporteur Life. 

In Mr. Jameson's report the section devoted to the 
colporteurs' journals is unusually copious. In his survey 
he begins at the centre, with Madrid, and follows the great 
lines of railways, as in various directions they reach the 

G 
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coast. It is impossible to reproduce more than a few 
extracts from the voluminous records, but in the pages of 
the Reporter a suitable place will be found for what must 
form an extremely interesting picture of Spanisii life and 
thought as the colporteurs flieet it. 

A Stoby op Change. 

Of one of the towns of the proviuce the Pastor of Salamanca writes 
the following story : * The first time the colporteur visited one of the 
villages he could not dispose of a single book ; the place is small and 
the people very simple and completely bound up in their custooms and 
traditions^ entirely ruled by their priest, without whose counsel and 
advice nothing was ever done. On the second visit of the colporteur 
one Bible was bought by a man. This book was read by him with 
xnueh interest and in accordance with the instructions he received from 
the colporteur. At the third visit another man who had seen and 
read the copy purchased by the first man also became possessed of a 
oojiy. On the fburth visit of the colporteur still one more copy was 
sold. 

* To-day the people of the place gather io one or other of the three 
houses where the Bible is read and studied, and hear with interest the 
words of life. There used to be in the place various confraternities, 
and they have had to be dissolved for want of people to attend their 
meeting. The church to which the whole of the people used to flock 
is empty, and the priest who used to have in his favour the whole 
population of the village is left to himself, his very sister and her 
chilclren and even the sacristan having gone over to the meetings for 
the study of the Bible.'. 

A Gol-pokteur's Experience. 

Our colporteur's reports are always fuU of interest and show how 
w^U he works. Among many admirable details I select the following. 

' In the '' Valley of Tera./' though there has been hitherto no direct 
work, there have been several who, having obtained books in other 
parts^ hav^ made them go the round of their friends, and thus the light 
hasbjeen made to shine in the midst of darkness, ^nd in this way the 
usual persecution has very much ceased. 

.  In F. there, is scarcely, anybody who is not reading .the Scriptures, 
and the awakening in this village is great and glorious. In M. many 
are going rapidly forward in their knowledge of the statutes of the 
Lord and charge themselves with the circulation of the Scriptures and 
tracts. In XT', there is mUch interest in the BoO^, arid even the 
authorities defead t)he cause of the Bedeemer. 

' In another town the Evangelicals are building a chapel and manse, 
and our colporteur says that the very authorities have been the fore- 
most in lending their carts for the conveyance of the materiaTs, in the 
midst of the utmost enthusiasm. 

o 
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* In A. we have four or five friends of the Gospel. When it was 
known that I had arrived on a visit to them, the cura (priest) called on the 
Alcalde to drive from the place the Protestant agita^r. The Alcalde 
prepared himself to obey the orders of the cura, but previously wished 
to inform himself of our doctrines, and so came into the meeting and 
sat down to listen without saying anything to anyone. When the 
meeting was finished he remaioed to spet^ to me and told me his 
errand, and we talked long and seraously. He said to me at last thcub the 
cura. had urged him to drive mQ tLV^Sij ; but, on. the contrary, he would 
request that the next meeting should be held in his own house, and that 
he had nothing to do with the cnra . except to defend me during my 
stay £rom any aggression on his part. 

^ In Y. I had never been able to enter on account of the opposition 
of the authorities. One day, makihg a further attempt, I got into 
conversation in the fields with: a man who said he was the brother of 
the Alcalde. This man became so interested hearing me read the 
Word of God and explain it that he at once set out to take me to his 
brother the Alcalde. The latter said that he did not care a bit for my 
licence, and absolutely prohibited the sale of the books. I asked him 
to read for himself, and if he found anything bad in them I was quite 
ready to obey him. I put one of the large Bibles in his hand, and on 
opening it he found the 5th Chapter of Matthew. When he had read it 
through he exclaimed — " This is very good. I need not conceal from 
you that I had always intended doing you an injury if you came here, 
but here it says — * Love your enemies.' " After a long conversation 
the two brothers bought the large Bible, and having called their brother- 
in-law, he took the four Gospels. I offered up a short prayer, and went 
to my lodging blessing the Lord.' 



From Day to Day, 

Here is his extract of report for the month of July : 
'1. In E. many persons possess the Book, take pleasure in its 
perusal, and buy it. 

3. In 0. they hav^ heard the Gospel and aore not enemies and buy 
the Book. 

4. In 0. there are Evangelicals j the people love the Book. 

6« In F. the priest aAd t^is disciples opposed me, but the AlcaldiB 
supported and protected i9A— ^the people. buy the BoQk and love it. 

7. In M. they have the Book and love it and buy it. 

9. In L. an old woman has the Bible and 5ays she loves it as much 
as her life, and will never give it up to the priest. 

14. In P. many buy the Book; the priest wishes to hinder them, 
but cannot. 

15. In M. a poor sick woman, with tears in her eyes, bought the 
Book. 

16. In V. a man hears the'Word and buys a Bible with enthusiasm ; 
others follow his example, and so on.' 

G 2 
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* I Have Found the Teuth.* 

* In one of the towns where I had set up mj table in the fair a man 
came up to me and said, '' I heard the conversation jou had 'with 
certain men, and I never heard doctrines so sublime. It is long since 
I left olE going to the church, for I saw that ib was all pure comm.ercey 
and I always thought that there must be something better, and no-w it 
appears to me that I have found it at last." As long as I was liere 
I had frequent occasion to speak to him of the only Saviour, as 'well 
as to many others, but none of them were like the first man in his 
enthusiasm. With the Testament in his hand he would call to liis 
friends and acquaintances and exclaim, ** Here is the truth. I have 
found it at last ; read and you will see." So excited was he that not 
a few of those who heard him declared that he was mad. He is 
president of the Kepublican Club, and a man well up in years.' 

A Pleasant Visit. 

As a proof of how seed sown brings forth fruit in due season 
Rodriguez cites the case of a man who had received a Bible from him on 
the roadside in the province of Tarragona. ' At the moment the nuin 
had no money, and seeing him so pained at not being able to buy the 
book, I got him to consent, though with much difficulty, to take the 
book and send me the money as he best could to my house then in 
Barcelona. He said that in a few months he had to be in Barcelona, 
and then he would bring me the money in person. The time passed. 
I heard nothing of him and was transferred to this island of Mallorca. 
The other day there presented himself a man in my house in Falma. I 
did not know him, and he then recalled to my recollection the con- 
versation we had by the roadside and the Bible I left with him. Then 
I remembered the circumstances and was filled with admiration at his 
conduct. He had gone to my house in Barcelona and not finding me, 
had taken ship and come all the way to Falma to pay me the la. he 
owed for the Bible. He told me this and added, " I don't come merely 
to pay my debt, but to tell you how much blessing I have received from 
the reading and study of the Book. For long I had been very desirous 
to obtain a Bible, and could not find where to go for one. I had read 
the New Testament and had been greatly pleased with it. But one 
day the cura had come in while I was reading it and violently carried 
it off and burned it, saying that it was a perverse book. But now I 
should like to see who will dare deprive me of this greater treasure." 
We spent some very pleasant hours together and he returned to 
the mainland.' 

III. Conclusion. 

Nothing need be added to wliat has been alteady said on 
the encouraging aspects of the work of the year. But it 
should not be overlooked that much of the success has 
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been due to the hearty assistance Mr. Jameson has 
received. His special helpers — in several cases men of 
education and of social influence, — have been of great 
service, and it has also been his good fortune to enlist the 
sympathies of several evangelical Pastors in the Society's 
work, and much assistance has been given from that 
quarter. It is pleasant to acknowledge aid so valuable in 
itself and given with so much readiness, and difficult to 
over-estimate the good which may result. 



§ 10. PORTUGAL. 

Population (1881), 4,708,178, including the Azores and 
Madeira. The establislied religion is Roman Catholic : 
otJier forms of faith a/re tolerated. Colporteurs (salaried 
and unsalaried) 12. Total circulation for the year 19,849. 

The short chapter which, in the Report of 1891, 
referred to Portuguese affairs, was, it may be remembered, 
somewhat depressing. Politically there had been the 
gravest trouble, and in the spiritual sphere matters seemed 
to be even worse. And, but for one saving exception, the 
latest accounts are as dark as ever. Indeed the estimate 
which seemed to outsiders ^ unduly pessimistic' proved, Mr. 
Stewart believes, to be more than justified by later facts ; 
^nd within the year j ust closed there have been revelations 
of social corruption which have thoroughly shocked and 
aroused the public conscience. But aroused it has been, 
and it is in this fact and the consequences of it that the 
exception to the generally discouraging report is to be 
found. To Mr. Stewart's ear there is becoming more and 
more audible a cry of confession of radical evil and of 
inquiry after a way of salvation which is not the less 
earnest because it is national rather than individual. 
There is another result. * Many are now acknowledging 
that our Protestant doctrines and our well-taught schools 
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are not only purer and better than their own, but the only 
safety, materially and morally, of the country/ And some 
remarkable testimonies confirm the truth of the view. It 
is difficult to estimate accurately the drift of public 
feeling, at least as a permanent force, and it is certainly 
premature to infer much from the events of a single year 
or two ; but the fact is undoubted that the circulation of 
1891 is the highest yet known, — ^having risen from less than 
twelve to more than nineteen thousand copies; and that 
there are so many evidences as to be noteworthy of an in- 
creased interest among the people in Scriptural truth. 
The way in which Portugal has been long associated with 
England gives a special interest to anything which refers to 
the real progress of the kingdom ; and there is nothing more 
certain than that Mr. Stewart's hopes of better days at hand 
will be sincerely shared by all who read these pages, and 
who help in the work of making familiar to the Portuguese 
people the Book to which we owe so much ourselves. 



WOBK OF THE YeAE. 

The work of the past year has literally been that of * sowing in the 
darkness.' Most of the years preceding were years of scattering the 
seed in the light compared to the past year, for everywhere men's 
hearts were fnll of sorrow and their minds tilled with fears, because of 
what was coming upon their country. But the seed of the Word found 
ail the more readily a place in many homes, and was welcomed as the 
best and truest comforter, because it made known *The Brother bom 
for adversity ' who comforts with the comfort that the world cannot 
give nor take away. The effect of the crisis through which this country 
is passing is certainly in many cases the ploughing deep into the soul 
and turning up the very subsoil to 'the light that long lay hidden 
from view; .in such cases the seed of the word has fallen on prepared 
hearts and, as the reports that follow show, has brought forth good 
fruit. A glance at the figures of sales 'shows, first, the increaised 
poverty of the people in the country districts where our colporteurs 
travel, and sales of Bibles cure, therefore, fewer than in former years ; 
but, second, the increased desire to have the Word of God,, and, there- 
fore, a few more Testaments and a very large number of Qospels have 
been sold. The very largb circulation of the Qospels proves the 
wisdom of the step taken by the Cotnmittee to issue a large edition of 
80^000 Gospels and "sell them at 10 r^is or, id,; the sales of Portions by 
colporteurs have neiarly doubled those of 1890, and sales from DepSts- 
are fully a half higher ; tbe total sales of Gospels are, therefore, 7,G87 
above those of 1890, thus itiising the total circulation in Pdrtugal to 
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19,898, excluding sales to N.B.S. and Grants, the highest figure attaiBed 
since the commencement of the Socle ty^s work in 1865.^ 

Editorial Wqbk. 

The translation of the New Testament has steadily been carried on 
throughout the year, and the Acts of the Apostles has been published. 
The Epistles to the Romans, and I. and II. Corinthians we hope to 
issue in a short time. 

The edition of 10,000 New Testaments, 24mo., was issued in 
October last, and is now in circulation in Portugal and Brazil ; this 
edition can be sold at 100 reis (under Qd.) without loss to the Society. 
The edition of 80,000 Gospels it^sued, a little more than a year ago, is 
almost, sold out, and the Committee have sanctioned another edition of 
100,000, which is now passing through the press. Our printers opened 
their eyes and stared when told that the 80,000 were almost gone, and 
another edition of 100,000 was required. *Such an experience is a 
new thing to us in Portugal' The edition of 6,000 Ref. Bibles 
which has been passing through the press is now almost ready. W^ 
expect to have it issued in three or four months. 

A new edition of 2,000 copies of the large type New Testamenjb 
has been sanctioned by the Committee, and is now in the press; 
this edition has forty-two sheets of sixteen pages each, and as two 
sheets only can be printed each month nearly two years must elapse 
before it can be issued, but the Gospel in h^ochure will be issued in 
about three or four months. 

There are j5ve Dep6te in connection with the Ageocy : 
— ^those in Lisbon, Oporto, Madeira, San Miguel in the 
Azores, and San Vicente in the Cape de Verde Islands. From 
the two latter the returns are not progressive ; but this, so 
far as San Vicente is concerned, is explained by the \o»& of 
trade in coaling vessels and may not recur another year. 

The Lisbon Dep6t. 

I am glad to see the increased number of readers of the Scriptures 
that lie open in the window, and to note how well the younger people 
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read compared to preceding generations. The last two years have 
given a stimulus to parents and children such as they had not before ; 
thug the * ultimatum ' of England has acted as a spur to acquire the 
power of reading, or prompted their children to acquire it, certainly 
the change is most marked both in the number and the ability of 
readers. Though not for a moment would I lead anyone to suppose 
that there is anything like a national movement towards the truth as 
it is in Jesus, yet I do believe there is now very great desire on the 
part of many to know the truth, and a greater readiness to receive the 
Scriptures, and to listen with courtesy to those who expound them. 

In Oporto and the Nobth, 

The well-known energy of the Northern inhabitants makes us most 
desirous to have their hearts turned to the Lord, that the power they 
exercise politically and morally may be permeated spiritually by the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and become the regenerating force in the nation. 
I rejoice, therefore, to call attention to the fact that fully two-thirds 
of the circulation of Scriptures during the past year has been in the 
North, from the university city of Coimbra to the limits of the Minho, 
Douro, and Tras-os-Montes. Still further evidence of the power which 
the word has attained in the North is seen in the Evangelical work 
done in large and flourishing congregations and schools to which grants 
of Scripture have frequently been made. 

The Dep6t in Madeira. 

It is a great pleasure to see an extraordinary increase of sales from 
this Dep6t during 1891 ; the total circulation having risen from 503 
in 1890 to 1527 in 1891. This increase is almost wholly Gospels ; but 
Bibles and Testaments are also more than double of 1890 sales ; Bibles in 
1890 were 19, in 1891, 50 ; Testaments, 43, 1890 ; 122, 1891. Such an 
increase is all the more cheering and encouraging seeing that this 
island has not had the great services of Souza e Silva, who visited 
almost every part of it in 1890 ; but two of our colporteurs here paid 
visits during this year; their sales, however, are quite distinct and 
independent of those of the Dep6t given above. 

Mr. H. Maxwell Wright, who is well known to you, has just been 
here on his way from Madeira to England, and gives a good report of 
the work going on upon the island in preaching the Gospel and in 
conducting schools, to the aid of which the Scriptures are essential 
both to the hearers of the Word preached and the scholars tau|;ht. 
The fact of so many Gospels being sold shows the great educational 
influence they have ; everywhere the book for one halfpenny is 
regarded as a marvel, and acts as a mighty force upon the young and 
rising generation, who find it easy to possess a copy of the Gospels and 
feel eager to acquire the power to read them. Another school has been 
recently opened. 

Among the colporteurs 1891 has been a year of change : 
several have gone to Brazil, some have left the service 
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from ill health or inefl&ciency, and their vacant places have 
been more or less occupied by others. The extract which 
follows is from the journal of one of the Society's most 
successful servants, Joaquin Figueiredo, who can now 
look back on a quarter of a century's work. Among the 
unsalaried helpers should be mentioned the name of Manu- 
ella the Bible-woman, who in streets and homes and 
hospitals fulfils her sisterly service and who speaks of 
' delightful seasons she has had while she reads the Word, 
and converses with the women about Christ' 

Three families^ Figueiredo says, in a village of which he gives me 
the name, who formerly would not even listen to him when he offered 
to read the Scriptures, and would by no means be persuaded to buy a. 
copy to read them for themselves, have been led to see the need of a 
clearer revelation of spiritual things than the Church of Rome 
provides, and having bought Bibles, are now found reading them 
diligently and enjoying the wonderful things revealed in Christ Jesus. 
In another place where he desired to rest for the night, a wife refused 
to receive him into the house, but by kindly speaking to her and her 
husband she at last consented to let him remain for the night. He 
soon had an opportunity of talking freely to them of the Word, and 
his brotherly treatment of her husband, together with the good counsel 
he earnestly gave him, so affected the wife that next morning she 
entreated him to remain. Her eyes were opened to see that the seed 
of the Word was not the * tares ' priests told her, but the good seed 
of Eternal Life. Again he tells of a priest who had shown the 
greatest opposition and hatred towards him, hatred so great that he 
one night took a loaded revolver and waited for the purpose of shooting 
himself ; now he is filled with sorrow and has coufessed to Figueiredo 
the sin of his awful purpose, and begged for his pardon of all he had 
said and done. Here is an instance of the superstitions which exist 
among the devotees of Kome. A goldsmith was so deluded that he 
would not even open the door of his shop without dipping the key in holy 
water j but by the reading of the Word, he has not ouly been delivered 
from these absurdities, but he now reads the Scriptures daily in his 
family and realises the blessing of for^veness through Christ, peace of 
conscience and joy of the promises of God, both for this life and that 
which is to come. 

The conclusion of Mr. Stewart's letter is perhaps its 
brightest and most hopeful page. As he reviews the details 
of work and notes in case after case the evidences of 
undoubted spiritual good, the depression which touches 
his preface seems to disappear and he anticipates as 
already approaching a better and brighter day. 
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CONGLUSIOV. 

Though much darkness still broods over this land yet it is not what 
it was a £ew years ago. Men's eyes are being opened, and the bFea.kiiig 
of the day is seen. The Bible, which once was to men a word of terror 
of which they desired not the knowledge nor wished the handling, has 
become * the book of books ' to many, the wonderful story of the Father's 
love and mercy to the world. How cheering to] know that the 
voice of Qod which they believed spake only in thimdeEr^ is ncfw 
heard speaking in the winning words of love, and that saivation is full 
and free to all. The joy that lights up the face of a poor peasant is 
very manifest when asked by a colporteur to tell him the way to such 
and such a place, and having told the road, when he is again asked 
* Can you tell me the road to Heaven 1 ' At the question the peasant 
stands transfixed, his eyes and mouth open as he listens to the stranger 
telling of Jesus Christ, the ^Author and Finisher of our faith/ the 
only way to the Father, and when he then offers God's Word in his own 
tongue that he may know the whole Truth. Bo you wonder that 
hopes are high when we know that during the past year in spite of all 
di&culties and darkness, in the midst of which this country is 
struggling ; the seed of the Word has been put into the hands of 
thousands who never heard, handled, nor tasted the good Word of God 
before 1 We have at this moment, in a leading article of one of the 
daily papers, this earnest cry going forth to the people. ' The level of 
morality must become higher that our social relations and ties may he 
sweet and fruitful of good ; the experience of sev^n centuries ought to 
be sufficient to set us free from the tutelage of our defects.* It is God's 
Word alone that can answer such a cry. This we bring to the people 
knowing there is no other means under heaven that casx save from 
immorality and all defects that afflict this nation, for it is the Spirit 
who speaks in the Word that heals all diseases and quickens those who 
are dead in trespasses and sins. 



§ 11. DENMARK. 

PopuhUion i/n 1890, 2,185,159, 'prineipoMy belonging to the 
JjiUkeran confusion, Thefrt were about 4,000 Jews and 
aboiU 3,000 Roman Catholioe. The Society has entployed 
during IS^l, ten regtUar colporteurs , and circulat9d^3,722 
copies of the Scriptures. The Danish Bible Society has 
worked du/ring the same year with six colporteurs, and 
circulated 21,362. 

Though somewhat low/er thaai those of the year oefoie 
th/e jeturn of Bible circulation in Denmark for 1S91 fairly 
sustaina the high level which liaa been reached within the 
last decade. Shackled for a wkole oentury by a nuDnppoly, 
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and perhaps even more by spiritaal indifference, the 
popularization of the Bible proceeded for a long time at a 
slow pace in the Danish Kingdom. But since the Society 
began active work, there has been a great change, and, 
between the supplies of the Danish and the British Societies, 
the two millions of Denmark have found use for an annual 
supply of some fifty thousand copies. This is a high pro- 
•portion, more than double indeed that of Protestant 
Germany. The necessary details will be found in the ex- 
tracts which follow from Colonel Kavnss brief report. 
It can only be hoped that the arrangements which have 
recently been made to strengthen his hands and develop 
the Society's organization may yield each successive 
year increasingly favourable results.^ 

General Work op the Year. 

The work of the Sociecty^A Agemcy in Deaunark has been continued 
dtiiing the past year in the same manner as formerly, bat the distribu- 
tion of Holy Scriptures outside the boundaries of the country has been 
somewhat smaller than in the year 1690. 

In 1890 there were sent out from the British BibleSociel^'s Dep6t 
in Copenhagen 46,^869 Holy Scriptures, or 9,057 more than in 1891 ; but 
in the first named year the despatch abroad was very considerable, viz :. — 
7,218 to Norway, 240 to Finland, 1,550 to Berlin, in all 9,008 Scrip- 
tures or 4,928 more than in 1891, in which last named year Holy 
Scriptures were sent to Norway only and in a far smaller number than 
in former years, owing probably to the fact that the Norwegians have 
shown a desire to supply themselves with Holy Scriptures from tbeir 
own Dep6t6, and also to the circumstance that Norway issued its own 
Bible in 1 6mo. This has caused the despatch of Danish Bibles in this 
form (and it was the greater number of these Bibies that were required 
i&r Norway) to almost cease froon the middle of the year 1891.^ 

^ See the Annual Report for 1891, under this section. 
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The Colpobteubs and thbib Wobk. 

Ten permanent colporteurs have laboured at colportage, but two of 
them for only a part of the year. Two colporteurs have laboured in 
Sjceland, 1 in Laaland, 2 in Fyen, 4 in Jutland, and 1 in Born- 
holm. iV^. Jwgen9trC9 district is the capital itself \ but he finds also a 
considerable field of labour by diligently visiting the emigrant ships 
and the other steam and sailing vessels which load and unload in the 
harbour. As hitherto he has been zealous in his work. G. HoigcLoard 
has worked in SjoBland in the first part of the year with his usual 
ability. The idea which he had conceived in the autumn of 1891, to 
colport by the help of a boat along the coasts of the country and in 
places which could only be reached with great difficulty from the land 
side, had much to be said in its favour, but the time of year, however, 
was not well chosen and the result was a painful disappointment for 
him in the loss of both boat and lading. It has taken a long time for 
him to overcome his grief at this loss, but at the close of the year be 
seems to have again gained strength to resume his work with the 
usual interest. P, Schnipper worked in Laaland, but his distribution 
has, as usual, not been very considerable. Colportage in the northern part 
of Fyen has been entrusted to M, ChrisUnsen, who has discharged his 
commission with much ability. The Society has, however, been 
obliged to part with this energetic colporteur on the 1st October, 1891, 
as he retired from the service to take charge of a work in the 
religious community to which he belongs. In the southern part of 
Eyen with the adjacent small islands, B. Mortenaen laboured in the 
usual manner ; but, by reason of sickness, he was obliged to stop for a 
long time in the Autumn, and, therefore, the distribution of Scriptures 
has not been as much as was desirable. In Jutland the Society has 
had the sorrow to be bereaved of its faithful labourer, Niels Andersen, 
at the age of 63 years. The Lord called him home on the 1 7th 
November last year to the loss of many Christian friends who found 
in his home a frugal but happy place to meet. II. ff. Andersen worked in 
the southern part and Th, Jensen in the northern part of Jutland, 
both with their usual ability and conscientiousness.  S. Nielsen, who 
has been engaged as a permanent colporteur from the month of May, 
1890, has continued his labours in the middle part of Jutland and has 
found a good circulation for the Holy Scriptures. Lastly J". F, Thorsen 
worked on Bornholm and has had a somewhat more plentiful circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures than in the previous year. 

A comparison between the Scriptures circulated by colportage in 
1890 and in 1891 shows the following results . — 

1890 4,626 Bibles, 2,168 Testaments, 11,560 Portions, in all 18,254 

1891 4,125 „ 2,644 . „ 10,315 „ „ 17,084 



Fbbb Gbants. 

Grants have been presented during 1891 to Missionary Societies 
and the like. These include, in all, 124 Bibles, 359 New Testaments, 
355 Portions. 



1 892.] NORWAY. 93 

The Danish Bible Society. 

The Home Bible Society has laboured in 1891 with six permanent 
colporteurs and has had ten branches in the Provinces. The distribu- 
tion of Holy Scriptures has amounted to 21,362 copies and has thus 
maintained very nearly the same standpoint as in 1890 — 22,378 copies. 
Dui'ing the course of the year the first edition of the Society's Bible in 
16 mo. has been issued, which both in printing and appearance is the 
same as the British Bible Society's edition. 



IGELAND. 

The Society's faithful friend and Hon. Life Governor, 
Bishop Pjetursson, has at length entered into rest. He 
died on the 15th of May, 1891, after a short illness, and 
in his eighty-fourth year. The funeral was on the 3rd of 
June, the same day of the month on which he had been 
ordained Bishop in Copenhagen twenty-five years ago. 
But this long period does not cover the time during which 
this devoted man served both the Society and his country 
in the distribution of Scriptures. Before entering upon 
his Episcopal duties, and while acting as Professor, he 
worked on the Icelandic Bible Committee, and took deep 
interest in the spiritual needs of his people. The Com- 
mittee of the Bible Society, on the intelligence of the 
Bishop's death, — which was communicated by his son-in- 
law, Mr. M. Thoroddsen — passed a Minute expressive of 
heartiest regret. They congratulate themselves that 
Bishop Sveinsson, who succeeds Bishop Pjetursson, has, 
in the Society's work, consented to take his place. 



§ 12. NORWAY. 

Population 1891, 1,999176, mostly Luther om Frotestcmts, 

From the busier countries of the Continent, — from 
France or Belgium or even from Germany, — the transition 
is very marked when we enter Norway. Land-locked 
fiords, crossed often by the colporteur in a boat, upland 
parishes with their scattered farmhouses and churches. 
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seaports and towns small enough to be free from the con- 
gestion and hurry of the larger centres— these take the 
place of the densely populated countries and cities of the 
south. The people also are prevailingly Protestant, and 
the old habits of a simple piety are everywhere seen. And, 
like the countrj^ the reports are quiet and reveal a more 
established Christian society. From what follows it will 
be seen that Bible work is going steadily onwards, without 
special opposition, and often with evidences of good results. 
Norway, indeed, is the most northernly of a group of 
countries, including Sweden, Denmark, Germany, and 
Switzerland, where the Keformation found at j&rst most 
ready acceptance, and in which the Scriptures are more 
than elsewhere familiar to the people. In all these 
instances also, consistently with the character of the 
people, the supply of Scriptures is increasingly from home 
centres. 

The circulation of the Society's editions in Norway 
amounted during the past year to 21,534 copies. To these 
must be added, in order to reach the total circulation in 
the country, the issues of the Norwegian Bible Society. 
In some of that society's editions the Apocrypha is in- 
cluded. Without sharing in these, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society maintains thoroughly friendly relations with 
the sister society. 

In Norway the Auxiliary centres are six in number — 
Christiania, Christiansand, Stavanger, Bergen, Trondhj em, 
and Tromso. 

Christiaxia. 

During the year the Agency Committee have held 
regular meetings and have done good service, more 
especially in negotiating for the use of the new text of 
the Old Testament by this Society. The Eev. M. Brack 
has succeeded the Eev. R. P. Brownrigg as the English 
correspondent in the Secretariat. The Committee regret to 
learn that, the Agency has lost the assistance of one of its 
menibers, Mr. A. Hesselberg, who has been obliged to 
resign his position owing to impaired health. 

.The following m the brief colportage report for 
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the year. The circulation, it will be noticed, has 
iBcreased.^ 

One is pleased to be able to record the satisfactory results of the 
three jeurneys which have been undertaken by Mr. Saodholt as 
colporteur. During the months of April and May Mr. Sand holt was 
travelling in Osterdalen. Of this district he says that in the southern 
parishes he found *not a few homes without either Bible or New 
Testament/ but the- northern parishes were, on the whole, already well 
provided. The number of books sold by him, including both Bibles, 
New Testaments, and various separate Portions of the Bible, was 138. 

In the summer his work was principally in Eidsvold, but partly 
also in Nses and XJllensaker. During the month spent in these 
districts he sold 303 copies of Holy Scripture, and among them 
109 Bibles. Mr. Yenneslan, a student of theology at the University, 
undertook colportage for a fortnight in Nsesodden, Ski, Aas, and 
Vestby, where, under somewhat difficult circumstances, he sold thirty- 
seven copies of Holy Scripture, and among them fourteen Bibles. 
Candidat Sandholt, starting from Eidsvold on the 28th of September 
and travelling about in Gudbrandsdalen until November 28th, sold 
altogether 456 books, including 207 Bibles. 

From the details of Mr. Sandholt's report one gathers that in 
many parts the people are religious and God-fearing; that they are 
devotedly attached to God's Word, and anxious to show every kindness 
to those who are engaged in the work of circulating it. It is also 
worthy of note that in many districts there are people so poor that 
the purchase of a Bible is a matter of difficulty to them. But * both 
among rich and poor,' says Mr. Sandholt, 'I met with very great 
encouragement, and found much to be very thankful for both in what 
I saw, and read, and heard. And almost everywhere I met with 
goodwill and kind attentions.' 

Chkistiansand. 

» » 

The brief report from the Agency at Christiansand is 
given on the other side. The journal of Colporteur Songe- 
dahl, to which reference is made, is reserved for other pages :^ 
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it is a circumstantial record of sales, 240 copies in all, and 
concludes with tlie pleasant sentence : — * On the journey 
I heard many express their wonder at the Bible Society's 
sacrifices for Norway and foreign countries, and the prayer 
that God's blessing might rest on the work/ 

During the past year the work has been less than usual, as our dear 
Colporteur August Holbek, who has taken his departure, has only 
worked for one month and a half in the beginning of the year, and that 
of our new Colporteur, Peter P. Songedahl's work has been confined to 
one month and twelve days at the close of the year ; but we are glad that 
the labours of the colporteur are continued, for experience has shown 
that it has been a great blessing that God's Holy Word has been 
brought to the people in our most distant lying valleys and in the 
farthest and highest lying hamlets ; and we have had many special 
testimonies that the Word has shown its life-giving power for true 
conversion to faith in the Gospel. 

The copy of Colporteur Songedahrs report is enclosed. From this 
it may be seen that even where there is little spiritual life and as a 
consequence thereof but a smaU distribution of the Holy Scriptures, 
yet the Colporteur is met in a friendly spirit, the Society's labours are 
acknowledged, and the cost lightened partly by free conveyance or in 
some other way. 

Of the books circulated by Mr. T. Siqveland, forty-eight New Testa- 
ments have been sold at half-price to a Sunday-school, and twenty 
ordinary Bibles t6 another Sunday-school at a discount of 40 per cent. 

The Agency acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the Annual 
Report, Monthly Reporters^ &c,, from which we have read various 
matters with interest, both concerning the last Annual Meeting as well 
as the work in different lands. We feel ourselves called upon, both 
on our own account as well as for the many who have enjoyed the 
Society's labours in our district, to convey to the honoured Committee 
the deepest thanks for the Society's inexpressible benevolence and our 
most hearty desire that the Lord and Head of the Church, who has 
hitherto filled the Society's world-wide labours with grace and rich 
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blessing, will further bless the honoured members of the Committee 
and everyone of the Society's f&ithful labourers, and grant that His 
Holy Word may be a light to our feet and a lamp to our path and 
spread its life-giving light over the world where darkness reigns,and bring 
righteousness and peace and joy into the hearts and homes of thousands. 

The Committee are grateful to the Agency for its 
continued valuable help. 

Stavanger. 

The absence of a regular report is unhappily attributed 
by Mr. A. L. Svendsen to the illness and enforced resigna- 
tion of Mr. S. Due, the senior member of the Agency, who 
for many years has acted as its depositary and account - 
keeper. The loss of his valued service is much to be 
regretted. On the other hand, the Agency has been greatly 
strengthened by the appointment as its chairman of Pastor 
Dahle, the secretary of the Norwegian Missionary Society, 
an old friend of this Society, and formerly a member of the 
Malagasi Kevision Committee. 

Mr. Svendsen says : — ' The sales last year have been 
about as formerly ; both Pedersen and Netland have gone 
out as colporteurs, and continue to do so this year.' 

Bergen. 

Bergen lies at the extremity of a deep bay running 
inwards from the Atlantic, and from its fine harbour a 
busy export trade is carried on. Hills, some 2,000 feet 
high rise behind the town. Beyond these are the higher 
dales, and among their scattered populations, as well as 
among the fisher people and others, the work of the three 
colporteurs has been done. 

The Committee are thankful for what their esteemed 
friend Mr. C. J. Mohn and the Agency Committee have 
accomplished. 

There have been circulated 3,486 Holj Scriptures in our home 
districts, partly by sale from the Dep6t and partly by distribution. 
During the course of the year we have received from Cluristiania 2,346 
copies, and from Copenhagen 1,300. 

Colporteur Handegaard's labours have covered 175 days. Two 
Colporteurs were likewise employed for three months at LofEoden 
among the fishermen there, and during that time they have distributed 
443 Bibles and Testaments to the fisher-folk. Since the establishment 
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of the Agency here in 1832, there have been cirenlated in all 85>118 
Koly Scriptures, and whilst stating this we most not omit to caarey to 
the Bible Society our warmeet thanks for the benevolent help whidh it 
has ao continuoiKly afforded as by making the Word of God. more and 
more aooessible to onr people. God grant that it may have borne and 
will still bear good fruit in many hearts. 

In conclusion, we beg to draw attention to the demand whit^ now 
principally obtains for Bibles with the new translation, and we bdEEere 
that, in future, we may expect that the circulation will be principally 
of the same. 

CoiiFOBTEDB HaKPEGAAKD's B£P0KT. 

(Part only — one of sereral during twelTe months.) 

* On acooiuit of nckness I have not been able to work more tken 
tweoaty-foar days for the Bible Society in the new year, and dnruag^ that 
time I bare di^ributed 89 Bibles, 66 Testaments, and 58 Psalms, Th& 
places I have visited are a little island — Holme Knappen in the n^gh- 
bourhood of Bergen and the brewery in Nordf jord, as well as a distant 
lying valley — Almklodalen, and some other plaees on SondmoEeu In 
many places there is still a want of Bibles and TestaaMots, so thait one 
would have found fully enough to do had one travelled the whole year 
through.' 

Trondhjem. 

Like the other Norway reports, that from Trondhjem 
13 very brief ; but it is pleasant to find that the Agency 
has been prospered in its highly -valued labours, and that 
the circulation through the colporteur has risen from the 
1,850 copies of 1890, to the 1,986 noted below — an 
evidence that such work is needed, and that the Society's 
subsidy is well expended in its continuance. 

There have been sold in the course of the year 1,096 Bibles, 540 
Testaments, 115 St. Luke, 235 Psalms of David ; 1,986 in all. 

Of these. Colporteur Bersvendsen sold 641 Bibles, 364 TestamentB^ 
115 St. Luke, and 230 Psalms. As it appears that the sales of the 
colporteur in the seven months during which he has travelled itt the 
districts referred to in our last report have been certainly greater 
than in many of the preceding years, the Agency find full encourage- 
ment to let him continue his colportage during this year for a period 
of seven or eight months. And we shall arrange to do so if the 
Central Committee give their consent. The route will in that caee be 
portions of Indherred and Namdalen. 

This year the Agency has been obliged to lament the loss of its 
Chairman, the excellent Bishop Laache, who died on the 5th of 
February this year, and who warmly interested himself in the spread 
of God's Word. We have found it desirable to postpone the eheice 
of a new member in his place in the hope that the present Biehop will 
fill his position in the Agency. 
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We thank the British and Foreign Bible Society for its blessed 
work in spreading God's Word in our land, and earnestly desire that 
God's blessing may continue to rest upon what is done. 

These notices conclude the accounts for the year from 
Norway. From the distant Tromso no detailed report has 
at this date been received. 



§ 13. SWEDEN. 

Though no details of Scripture circulation in Sweden 
have been received during the year, a pleasant correspon- 
dence has been kept up with the Society's friend, Mr. H. 
W. Tottie, and supplies procured, as there was need, from 
the Swedish Bible Society. 



§ 14. NOKTH RUSSIA. 

Fopulatitm of European Etissia, melvding Pokmd and Fin- 
kmd (18M), 96,870,810. There wre 72,990,000 Greek 
Catkoiice and JHsaentere; Homan CcUkoUcs, 8,910,000; 
Jhrotestants, 4,766,000 ; Jewsy 2,954,000 ; Muhamimadans, 
11,814,000 ; and Parana , 450,000. Last year there were 
ait work 39 colporteuraand iook-kawkerf. Total circulation 
for the yea/r, 360,063. 

Keeping close contact, as it always does, with the life 
and affairs of the people, the Bible Society's work naturally 
includes in its periodical accounts a picture more or less 
minute aad vivid of the social and economical position of 
the populations among which it is engaged. And in the case 
of Russia this picture can hardly but be a dark one, for the 
past year was obscured by one of the most gloomy shadows 
whi<A has ever fallen on the Empire. Yet, in the pages 
of Mr. Nicolson's annual letter there is less shadow and 
much more sun thaii would naturally be anticipated. 
Despite the distress inevitable upon famine, and the de- 
pression of vitality which follows it, the distinctive work 
of the Society has not suffered. So far from that, it has 
'all over the land gone on with a joyful measure of 
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success.' This is true as a general estimate, and applies 
to the provinces as a whole, not excluding those — some 
twenty in number — where the famine was most severe. 
Xa the details in the following section will show, the circu- 
lation has advanced beyond the figures of last year by over 
thirty-two thousand copies, the journals of 1891-2 — 
unusually copious and circumstantial — include numberless 
instances of usefulness, and the good-will of high Govern- 
ment officials has continued to express itself in many 
invaluable services. The accounts from the Siberian sub- 
Agency are equally favourable, and, on the whole, the 
year 1891, which in the domestic annals of the Russian 
Empire is one of the most distressing, ranks, in the records 
of the Bible Society, among those of advance and success. 



I. General and Editorial. 

The table given below ^ supplies details of the general 
circulation for the year. Mr. Nicolson adds no analysis ; 
none indeed is needed. ' In the midst of suffering and 
distress we have distributed more of the Word of God. 
The circulation has increased by 32,121 copies; and this 
has not been obtained by a falling off in some quarters 
and a greater issue in others, but is seen generally. In 
this larger circulation, as a blessing and an antidote in 

^ Table of Circulation in the whole Agency. 
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the midst of such sorrow, we rejoice that some of the 
sufferers will have the consolation of divine truth. More- 
over, notwithstanding the great poverty, the sales continue 
to be wonderfully good, even in the famine-stricken 
districts, and in this we rejoice.' 

To the present section the table of languages given in 
App. A* forms a useful supplement and illustration. 

Editorial Keview. 

New Editiona. — To the 750,000 copies of the People's Testament 
noted last year as in process of circulation, we have now to add an 
additional 57,000 procured from the Holy Synod during 1891, so that 
the number in process of being circulated, as received from the Holy 
Synod during last year, makes up the total number received since 
1883, or rather the beginning of 1884, to 807,000. This is a blessed 
result, and is a hopeful fact in regard to the future of the Kussian 
people, suffering as they now are from the horrors of famine over such 
a large section of the empire. 

The Uzbek Twtki Four Gospels we do not like to leave without a 
parting word after the infinite trouble, and money the edition cost. We 
had a letter from the original translator Ostroumoff about it. He 
looked with much satisfaction upon it, promised to read it carefully 
through^ and suggest improvements for the next edition. 

The DorpfU Eathonicm New Testament and Psalms is running very 
slowly out. There are some 3,000 copies still remaining. It is clear 
that the Beval Eathonicm, which is the more literary dialect of the two, 
is gaining on the Dorpat or Werro. We would propose an improve- 
ment in the printing arrangements. The Livonian clergy propose to 
introduce an improved orthography. That is well ! But the book 
would cost less, and be more easily circulable amongst the youth, 
if we had a small 12 mo. edition which the young people could carry 
in their pockets and read by the way. The 3,000 8vo. copies still on 
hand would thus last a long time for the use of elderly people. 

Professor Pozdnejeff has not yet been able to complete the Acts 
and the Epistles in Kahnuh The Censor objected to their being 
printed without the whole of the manuscript being presented. To 
this end Professor Pozdnejeff has had to make a fair copy, which has 
taken very much time. 

Mokaha and ErzorMordmn. — A Society in Finland exists for the 
circulation and study of the Ural-Altaic languages. An English 
gentleman who is a member of this Society has presented a sum of 
money for the objects of the Society, part of which will be devoted to 
the Mordvin, In consequence of this we hope to obtain translations 
of the New Testament into Mokaha and Erzor Mordvin, through the 
efforts of Mr. H. Paasonen, who is now a candidate of the Finnish 
University. As a first fi-uits, we have procured the Gospel of St. 
John in MokahorMordvin, which will be brought out in the course of 
1892 by Oandidate Paasonen. 
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We find tke new large printiag-press Bet up by the Holj fifnod a 
great convemence, ^nd have to thskXik the offieials for th^r kiAdaass 
and attention to our demands. 

It is not yet determined whether they will be able to give us the 
companion edition ordered for the people's edition of a New Testament 
and Psalms, the same size but with roferences. 

11. Survey op the Divisions op the Agency. 

The paragraphs which follow are summaries — often 
severely technical — of completed work, relieved from time 
to time by illustrative iBcidents. They are taken from 
journals which can only be reproduced in their entirety in 
the Societ/s Maga2ine& The experiences they^aote are 
naturally varied, but everywhere interesting. OocaaioBally 
the colporteurs are delayed or obstructed in their work by 
difficulties in obtaining permits ; but suspicion of political 
combinations accounts for much of tbiB, and the Society 
has now and then to explain how completely its agents are 
held aloof from every form of social or theological party. 
But the examples given of the people's readiness to procure 
the Scripturee, and their love of them, are very numerous. 
In Courland a boy dies ; he ha» read the e(%M)itear's Testa- 
ment incessantly during his illness, and his mother 
reverently and tenderly lays in his coflSn the book which 
he treasured so devotedly. In Saratov a woman clasps the 
Bible to her breast : ' I will love it like* my own heart : 
little can I spare, but I never saw a copy so cheap as this/ 
Such instances are common ; for in few countries so much 
as in Russia do the common people hear gladly the Gospel 
of Christ. In several instances the Greek priest or the 
Lutheran pastor becomes the effeetive friend and helper of 
the work : but occasionally he detects danger in the 
presence of the foreign Society, and the odium theoLogicxim 
masters his better instineta On the whole, ii is a 
stimulating record, and one which must deeply interest, 
wherever it is read, the many friends of the Eussian 
people, 

1. ST. PMTJERSBUm DIVISION. 

iTiolwiihg the OmummenU of 8t. Petenburp^ Ifffogorpd^ Olorm^, and 
Arckcmgel. Languages: Grsat Human md Fionish. FopuMitnu 

St. Petersburg, though not the centre' of the* empM 'a0 to its 
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^tuatioti, is piiactically so from its being the seat of tlae arts amd 
^eieaees. It is also the chief place for imports, and the headquaorters 
oi business. Hence it is, we believe, a necessity that ' our ehief 
Agency shoald be here. The Agent has again to rep«at his thanks to 
the gentlemen who, acting as members of the Bt. Petersburg Agency 
Committee, har^ aided him by their counsel aaid advice. He has to 
express his deep and abidisig regret, that one of these gentlemen, Mr, 
W^ J« Gibson, passed away v&cy suddenly rather more than a week 
ago. His h^hly Christian character, his beneficence and kicidness, 
will make many iaouim him who did not know him personally. We 
shall also have to regret his loss as a liberal subscriber to the fmnds 
of the Society. 

We are aeiTy to say that the circulation in this part of the fi^d, 
although wie have been employing more workers than in 1^0, has 
rathcnr fallen efi than increased. Our old and proved worker, Mr. 
BaasoBy who labours however from rather the Narva centre than 
from St. Petersburg, has continued his labours. His sales during 
1891 have been 2,304 copies against 2,374 in 1890. Our colporteur 
in this part of the Agency, Marcus, has worked the whole year, and 
has distributed 2,156 copies, against 1,217 copies in 1890, during 
which he only worked half a year. A youth, Walter, has sold 949 
copies ; a hawker, Wassilieff, 571 copies, and another^ KunretzofE, 
360 eopioB. TJ»e sales to the book trade and the public, wholesale 
and reteil» hav« been 852 Bibles, 8,528 New Testaments, and 18^321 
Portioflfts, or a total of 27,701 copies, against 746 Bibles, 11,108 New 
Testaments, axtd 20,757 Portions, or a total of 32,611 eojpiea; being no 
less than 4,910 copies less. 

The Moscow Depot has sent to Novgorod 187 cc^n^ ; ike Evan- 
gelieal Bible Society has taken 1,335 oc^tes, mainly New Testaments, 
and the Tract Depot has sold 1,616 oopies. Our total distribution in 
this part of the field has been, adding 1,285 copies which have been 
cbstributed as grants, alt(^ther 38,464^ making thus a diminution in 
the St. Petersburg field of 129 Bibles, 3,183 New Testaments, 4,245 
Portions, or in all 7,557 copies. This diminution in the face of 
increased elEort is much to be regretted. From this centre the Soeiety 
received as gifts during 1891 from St. Petersburg R. 1814.72 ; from gold- 
miners in Siberia, through Colporteur Tcherbin, B. 20.00 ; from J. N. 
in Alexander^ial, through the Bev. Mr. Wiebe, Bs. 75; from Mr. 
Sokoloff Barnant 40 k., or a total sum of B. 1,910.12, equivalent to 
<£238 15s. 3^^. sterling, where, however, the balaAioo is decidedly on 
the right aide, there being an increase of £70 19a. 11yV^*> or 
R. 567.97 kopecks. 

8. MOSCOW DIVISION. 

Including the Govemmenta of Moscow, Tver, Vologda, Vtadhnir, and 
Jarostav. Languages: Great Russian arid Sytjenian. Population, 
7,098,4^. 

Our Bkoet successful colporteur, J. GarmAsch, has labouted during 
the whole year in connection with this division. His sales hasre 
reached 11,128 copies. Colporteur Gatmasch's peculiar jspeeiality, for 
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which his good address and winning manner specially fit him, is to 
negotiate sales in factories and places of business. Daring the 52 
weeks of his activity he has distributed no less than 58 Bibles, 7,760 
New Testaments, 3,310 Portions, or a total of 11,128 copies, the value 
of which is R. 6,007.54 kopecks. 

Very much naturally depends on the light in which the proprietor 
of the factory views the work of Scripture distribution. If be 
receive the colporteur kindly, and buy a book from him, this is a 
passport to the good graces of the workmen under him. On more 
than one occasion it has occurred that the colporteur was meeting 
with good success, and inducing the workers in the factory to buy, 
when some unsympathetic stranger has come upon the scene and 
persuaded the people against taking the books, or even insisted on 
their being returned after a number had been purchased. In other 
cases the sales have gone on at first very indifferently and slowly, 
when some incident has occurred, such as some one who knows God's 
Word speaking out in its favour, to turn the scale and induced 
the workers to buy enthusiastically. This shows the ductility and 
mobility of the Raf^sian character, and its susceptibilities to external 
impressions. An incident or two will illustrate this. 

In entering a certain factory our colporteur went first of all to 
the owner of the factory in order to obtain his permission. The 
proprietor is a Jew, who has not only a New Testament but reads it, 
and teaches his children from it. First of all, he bought a large print 
New Testament himself, also copies of the Gospels for his children, 
and also allowed our colporteur free access to the workmen. 

In another factory he met an elderly man, the father of a large 
family, and who therefore was bound to be very careful as to how he 
spent his earnings. He looked with great interest at the large print 
New Testament and Psalms. Holding the book in his hands he came 
up to our colporteur and said, *It would have been better, friend, if 
you had come after the holidays, because we are at present not sure 
which is most needful, a New Testament or a pair of boots.' At last 
he seemed to have made up his mind, wrapped up his prize in his 
pocket-handkerchief and gave the rouble to our colporteur, which was 
the price. 

The highest number which Colporteur Garmasch has sold in a 
week has been 545 copies, but often his weekly sales have reached 
above 400 copies. 

Our Moscow Depot is fortunate, though we have but few colpor- 
teurs, to have a number of excellent hawkers. These we pay a 
certain premium to if the sales reach the value of R. 75 per month, and 
allow in certain cases from three to ^ye roubles per month for expenses. 
In this way the payments are very much according to results, and we 
have very much less responsibility in relation to the book hawkers. 
One of these hawkers has sold 4,017 copies in the course of the year ; 
a Bible-woman among them has sold 3,324 ; two others have sold 2,633 
and 2,416 respectively, while others have distributed smaller numbers. 
The total quantity of Scriptures thu.9 distributed has been 18,153 
copies, and the value of these R. 6,731.9 kopecks. 

The gratis circulation, including the reading library in different 
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languages given to the Central Prison in Moscow, has been 850 copies, 
at a cost of B. 348. 36 kopecks. The sales over the counter and those 
sent to various parts of the empire have been 71,406 copies, for which 
R.26,214.72 kopecks have been received. The total number thus dis- 
tributed has been rather less than in previous years, 102,100 copies, 
and the value has been R 39,686.15 kopecks. 

Including two sub-depdts, a Church Brotherhood in Vladimir, who 
have circulated 436 copies, and a bookseller in Jaroslav, NaumofE, who 
has sold 120 copies, the total circulation has however risen above last 
year's figures, and shows 88,088, as a^umst 87,238 in 1890. The 
difference betwixt this and the 102,100 copies mentioned above, has 
been sent to various places outside of the Moscow division. On the 
whole, the circulation has been 1,007 copies more ; but the value of 
the books circulated has been R. 70.97 less. We are rejoiced that such 
a stream of copies of the Word of God has flowed forth from this our 
Dep6t in the real heart of Russia. 



a. THE GRAND DUCHY OF FINLAND. 

PopakUion, 2,203,358. Depdt in Hclsingfors. Langitages : Fmnish 

and Swedish.  

The issues from our Helsingfors Dep6t have been 19,195 copies. 
There have been four colporteurs at work more or less during 1891. 
One of these, our old and useful Swedish colporteur, amongst the 
Swedish population, has retired in the later months of 1891. Col- 
porteurs Helin and Kauranen are still at work with a good measure of 
success : and there has been another brother labouring in the thinly 
peopled north, which is therefore somewhat expensive to travel in, 
but still has been continued, on consideration of the lack of the Word 
of God in these northern parts. His name is Merilaineu, and it is 
remarkable that he has been lojiig travelling in these comparatively 
thinly-peopled regions in the north of Finland for the purpose of 
collecting fragments of folk-songs and folk-tales that he may meet 
with among the people. He has been brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and he is now travelling to bring to the knowledge of the 
inhabitants of these wilds the Word of God. 

Our colporteur, Mr. Kauranen, was asked at the beginning of 
1891 to work in East Finland by a pastor who is much interested in 
the spiritual welfare of that part of the country, and was accordingly 
occupied in the neighbourhood of Kexholm and in other places. He 
was unfortunately ill from the 2 1st March to 4th May, when he 
again took up the work, and towards the end of May journeyed to 
Kuortane in Wasa Government. Here he laboured until September, 
when he was again taken ill, and remained ill until the 24th October, 
when he was again able to resume work. We regret to say that he 
has interrupted his work again in December, apparently from sickness. 
His circulation during 1891 has been 1,700 copies altogether. Finally, 
we have Colporteur MeriJainen's work, to which we have already 
referred, in the extreme north. He has worked for twenty-eight 
weeks of the year, only the expenses have been great, but his sales have 
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been rerygood indeed. Hd has dtstributed for the twenbty-ei^t weeks 
5^ Bibles, 957 Testaments, mkI 1,883 Porticos, or s. tot^i d 3,437 
copies. We are thankful to reach these remote and ii^io^iiable tracts 
of the cocintrj. There was a Rnssiaft on trial for a short tkne^ b«t he 
did not know the language suffidentiy to work in FinlsuDd, and there- 
fore he preferred to return to Siberia, of which he w»8 a iuitvv«. His 
sales for the short time he was empk>7ed were 99 copies. In the 
Helsingfcrs Dep6t the sales have been 3^577 B&Mes, 1 3^31 8 Nev 
Testaments, and 3,300 Portions. The total nmnfanr of copies has 
reached 19,195. Besides, there have beena sold by Tarions I>ep^, as ihe 
Evangelical SXMsiety, 490; Ciouberg and Company, Wiborg, 745; 
Wilen and Company, Abo, 1,584; Miss Helimaain^ Wasa» 1,835; 
▼ariotts small sub-dep6ts, 1,047 ; Weilin, 261 ; and there kauve been 
distributed gratis l^rough colporteurs, Jbc., ^, 3,895. 

The depositary himself goes out when he has leisuve to do * little 
work in colporting. This year he has circulated 162 copies. 

Your Agent once heard Mr. Edward Millard, the Austrian Agent — 
who is now enjoyiug his well-earned rest — say that Hungary was his 
paradise. Well, we don't know if we can say that Finland is our 
paradise : but we have reason to be thankful for the very kind trea^ 
ment we receive in Finland. Our depositary and colporteurs have free 
tickets on the State railways, and altogether your agent does not feel 
when he goes to Finland that he is going into a foreign conntrj. The 
total circulation in Finland during 1891 has been 6,340 Bibleo--HSiany 
Bibles are always a qieeiality in our Finnish cireulation — 19^,986 New 
Testaments, and 11,691 Porticms. The total is 38,017 oo{»e8 ; more by 
3,676 copies than last year. 

4. THS BALTIC PROVmcm AND LITSUANIA, 

Including IMhuamat Limnia, Courland, Wihta,, Pskov, Kovin^^ Smolensk, 
<Sfc, Languages: Great and White Jf^issian, Polish, German^ Lettish, 
Lithuanian, and Esthofnia/n. Population, 11,665,510. 

Our old and valued colporteur, W. Pesch, has trarelied during the 
year in Conrland and Lithuania, with his headquartere in WilHav and 
has met with good success, considering the exceptional charaeto: of the 
year, the pressure of high prices caused by the famine, over all. 
Diffing lAie year he has journeyed through the following towns :— 
Eiga, Diinaburg, Griva, Poneweech, Wilna, Lida, Oram, Bobnuskj 
Srenziani. Colporteur Fesch has had divers experiencee i» the course 
of his travels. The first week of the year the oondnctor ctf the ifnxix 
he was in strove to stop him from disposing of the Scriptures in 
the train, and at the next station when he went out the gendanne 
demanded his papers, which were found to be all in order. 

In the course d his calls one day he fell in with a Jew, the 
proprietor of a small factory, who treated him with great kindliest) 
buying Scriptures for his servants, and advising his werh'^peo^e also 
to purchase, which somre of them did. 

In the covrrse of the month t/i January Oolperi»ur Pesch sold S61 
C^p^ee. The Boman Ca;thcd4c priests are usually ()f]^of9ed to 'th# civetiU- 
tion of the B^riptureSy and when botight are not willing to afiow ikudv 
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people to read them. Que priest had Colporteur Pafidi arvestedi and 
thougk tcdd that his papers were all in order, had him broiight before 
a magifitrata The saagistrate howeirer on seeiog his papers umoediately 
disnuMised Mm. 

Gn the dth June Colporteur Peeeh went to the camp ia Orani with 
the iatention of supplying the military. Here he rtfoaained uatil the 
end of June, and his sales were larger than ueual, no less thea 415 
oo^aiBs ia the eoime d the skomth. 'EHe returned next bads to the 
oamp in Wilna. 

On the 13th Jidy he went to the camp in Ko^ao, wheare he worked 
during the whole of July vdth contmuoue good success, his sales being 
S32 c(^ies. Our colporteur osmad on the worJc of visukiBg the camps 
in the neighbourhaod of Wilna donsg the month oi September, in 
whudi however he sold somewhere about 182 copies* The month of 
October waa spemt also in Wilna and neighbouchood, with an oeoseioaial 
eaeuraiooL to the neighbouring towns. 

In J^ovembar he journeyed te Courkud, where he spent a short 
tbaeif and then returned to Wilna. The cireuJiatLon for the rest of the 
year was laufeher less, being 425 copies for the last three months. The 
total difltribatioiL readbed the figures of 2,861 copies. 

Thb Riga Dep6t, 

The circulation of the Riga Dep6t has been 2,744 Bibles, 6,941 
New Testaments, 5,767 Portions, or a total of 15,462 copies. This is 
an increase over last year of 4,253 copies. Seven sub-dep6ts have 
disposed of 2,965 copies. There have been sold to the American 
Society in this district 792 copies, and to the Evangelical Bible Society 
in Reval and Dorpat 514 copies. The Moscow Dep6t has sent into the 
southern part of this district a considerable number of copies, 129 
Bibles, 321 New Testaments, and 2,586 Portions, or altogether 3,036 
copies of the Word of God. Our circulations in this part of the 
Agency during 1891 have reached the large number (including 157 
copies given as grants) of 6,654 Bibles, 32,813 New Testaments, 13,023 
Portions, or the total number of 52,495 copies. We are thankful to 
BGm who has enabled us to put so many copies of His own book into 
circulation. The circulation last year was 28,310 copies ; but we had 
to lament that it had fallen below the previous year by 3,723 copieSs 
Tb^ increase above last year is* thus 24,185, or not far from doubling 
itseH, 

$. SOUTM'E ASTERN DIVISION, 

Including the Governments of Kaluga^ TulUf Itiazan, and Tambov, 
Language : Great Btcssian. Population, 6,685,097. 

Though these Governments contain a large population, we have not 
been able, in view of the expense, to establish Dep6ts. A brotherhood 
keep a small sub-dep6t in Kozlov, which, as will be seen, is not one 
of the largest towns in the division. Still we are thankful to say that 
a good deal has been done through colportage. The language spoken 
in the division is mainly Great Russian. 
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there have been distributed 807 copies. From the Moscow Dep6t 
there have been sent into the Kazan territory 4,378 copies. Then 
during the fair in Nijni Novgorod, our brother was able to cir- 
culate 6,300 copies. From the Dep6t in Kazan itself, a town of 
some 140,726 souls, there have been distributed the cheering number 
of 15,987 copies. Altogether, the sales in the upper reaclMS of the 
Yalley of the Volga have been, adding 605 diatribated gratuitously bj 
the colporteiur and others, 201 BiUes> 11,^36 New Testaoic^i^te, and 
26^682 Forticms, or 38,219 altogether, or 4,578 CDjias above last year's 
distribution. When we consider that Kazan has su£ered greatly tram 
tiie teorible &UDune which is devaetatiag !iUBsia^ lee ha^ reason, to 
thank Qod and take oourage. 

n. Samara Section, 

Our Colporteur depositary Ivan Rasuvajeff has been at work as 
before in this division, also his two colporteurs Gregorieff and Lobatclieff. 
The last, we are sorry to say, has just found another situation, and has 
retired from the work. We trust that the Master will thrust eni 
another good and able worker into this part of the field. The two 
brethren in the colportage have been commendaWy active. 

Besides our two regular colportexn^s, Mr. Rasttrajeif has lad a 
hawker Markoffkin at work, who has circulated 2,446 copies, a 
Mennonite brother, Hermann Wolke, who worked for some months and 
distributed 572 copies. With grants numbering 23 copies, the total 
distribution from this centre has been 206 Bibles, 5,979 New Testa^ 
ments, and 9,230 Portions, or a total of 15,415 copies altogether. 
There is thus a small increase over the previous year of 224 copies. 

in. Saratov Sbction. 

We have on previous oocasions referred to the akaost wsetchad coa> 
dition of the Gennan ooionies here, eeonomicaUy ; but now, in coxtae- 
quence of the fasaine, thedr cendition is wretched indeed^ though the 
general state of the Governments is haardly so bad as Samaiu, The 
Mennonite colonies are howeveor to he exempted from the above, aud 
they are eeenomieal, well maaogedy eaxi. axe genosally flourishing. The 
steppe-laoid iwqutres a special treatment, aod this, save &om the 
Mennonites, it does not receive. We have already noticed -^e work of 
the colporteuars in the Sooth Eaetern Division,, through Chnykin, 
Gorskoiff, and PnochorofP. Colporteur Wysotaky has been exclusively 
employed in the Saratov Government, and some eight baok-hax^kerSy 
who have sold move or }e»s Scriptures. We are glad to see that hie 
distribution has been better than in 1890, but it has nat neveutheless 
reached the figures of 1889. 

Froni his monthly reports which he sendB us as to the psogrees of 
the work, thexse is much trouble and sorrow and suffering among the 
population from the lack cf- bread, Still we are thankful to say that 
the sales are better than we could expect. The people in their neod 
seem to turn to the Word of God» 
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Colporteur Wysotxky has sold 1^975 copies altogethep* or 45 Bibles, 
1,125 New Tefitaments, and 805 Portions. The eight hawkers have 
been able to dispose of quite a considerable number of books, on an 
average rather more than a thousand copies each, or in all 8,284 copies. 
In the Depot there haTe been sold 79 Bibles, 4,726 New TeeiameiKts, 
and 6,655 PoriionB. The total number sold in the Dep6t has been 
11,460 copies of the Scriptures in various languages. With 60 copies 
given as grants, the total number distributed in this division of the 
Agency has been 364 Bibles, 10,448 New Testaments, and 9,507 
Portions, or total istraes for the year 20,319 <K>pieB, or 6,180 apples 
man than ware dktE&iutod last year. 

The accounAs of the Sibema Sub-AgeiH^y are ineluded 
in the secdon devoted to Busaia in Am9l 



§ 15, SOUTH EUSSIA. 

Pepuhf^ion ^f tks whole Agenef^ iauifudmg part (^ ' Mussia 
mAsim' (§ 16)> 37,750,000. rUsig mmdevp43»^UotM:— 
S€fua0m Euisia, 2&yO00,OQO ; CurCaucasia, 2,600,000 ; 
Transcaticasiaf 4,700,000 ; Transcaspia, 450,000 ; 
Southern Tiirkeatan, 2,000,000. During the year 31 eoi- 
portet^rs were engaged, TotcU eiraulaiion, 163,829. 

A glance at the map will show that this section includes 
the southern provinces of European Russia, with their four 
Dep6t-centres of ciroilation — Kharkov and Kiev, Odessa 
and Rostov on the Don. 

The story of the year, like that of the northern 
provinces of the Empire, is everywhere shadowed by the 
presence of the great ' Hunger. ' The larger famine area 
lies beyond Mr. Morrison's limits, but there are great 
spaces within them where the same calamity was felt. All 
through the journals there are allusions to starving villagers, 
crowds of beggars, dreary emigrations of village people in 
a half-hopeless search for food. Even in the sunnier plains 
of the South, when the beauty of the flora and the charm 
of scenery move the most unimaginative traveller to 
admiration — perhaps indeed because of this — ^the accounts 
of destitution impress one as hardly less deplorable than 
those referring to wintry latitudes* The governments of 
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Orel, Kursk, Voronej, Saratov, Astrakhan and parts of 
those of Kherson, Taurida, Ekaterinoslav and Bessarabia 
have been most affected by the ruin of the harvest. In the 
Don Cossack country, and in the Kuban and Terek districts 
the com crop was abundant, but hay failed, and this with 
the prevalence of epidemics among the cattle made the 
state of these provinces quite as deplorable as that of the 
others. It can hardly be expected that, under these 
circumstances, a circulation which is normally one of sale 
should show advance ; but it is pleasant to find that it has 
only slightly lessened in comparison with that of last year, 
and, somewhat curiously, that the decrease of circulation 
among people who have not borne the brunt of the famine 
is greater in proportion than among the Russians and others 
who have. Even irrespective of exceptional want and 
suffering, the almost invalid state of the colporteur force 
would account for much larger falling off than is actually 
shown. In 1891 more than in any other year since he 
received charge of the Agency Mr. Morrison has had to 
deplore the prevalence of serious illness among his men. 
Out of thirty-one colporteurs fifteen have been seriously ill, 
for longer or shorter periods, and it seems increasingly 
•difficult to supply vacancies when they occur. With a 
prologue so grave as this has necessarily been, the accounts 
of the year which follow must impress by the account of 
vigorous and successful work which they describe, and 
nothing can be more engaging than the graphic paragraphs 
in which Mr. Morrison tells the story. 

I. Details of Circulation : Editorial Work. 

The issues, of which particulars are given elsewhere, have 
been in about forty languages and dialects.^ This is very 
significant of the ethnological character of the Southern 
European provinces and of those Asiatic ones which are 
included in the Agency, as well as of the varied character 
of the Society's work for their supply. The first place in 
the Language list is naturally taken by the Russ with over 
eighty thousand copies : Slav follows with twenty-eight 
thousand : a Russ and Slav diglot circulates twenty -nine 

^ See the Table in Appendix A*. 
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thousand, German follows with ten thousand, then Hebrew, 
Judaeo-Polish with seven : the others, including Armenia, 
Georgian, Greek, Persian, Tatar and French are much less. 



CHARACTER OF THE CIRCULATION OF THE YEAR. 

If we exclude the free grants, it is found that our total sales are 
less by 8,578 copies than the sales of 1890. The sales from Dep6ts 
have been well kept up, because most of our Dep6t work is done for 
towns where the stress of the famine has not been felt. It is when 
we examine our sfales through colporteurs that we discover the effect 
of the famine on our work. The colporteurs are travelling from village 
to village, comparatively little of their work being done in the towns, 
and their work has suffered, as is seen. A pile of colporteurs* letters 
is before me, lamenting the * hunger * and its effect on their sales. The 
difference between the circulation through colporteurs in 1891 and 
1890 is 9,313 copies. It is also worthy of remark that the copies sold 
by colporteurs have been at lower prices than during any previous year 
in my experience. There is a satisfactory increase on our sales to 
correspondents and Sub-Dep6ts of 2,134 eopies. When we come to 
the heading of free grants we meet the extraordinary large total of 
9,866 copies. In reality, however, only 1,135 copies were distributed 
in this way, viz., to poor schools, prisoners, and to the convicts starting 
from Odessa for the Russian penal settlements on the Pacific coast. The 
large remainder of 8,731 copies was destroyed by fire in our store at 
Orel.i 

THE JEWS IN SOUTHERN RUSSIA. 

It is a source of gratiBcation to note that although the past year 
has been one of great trial to the Jewish population of Russia, a time 
of disorder and of many a ruined hope, there have been 7,000 copies 
of the Scriptures circulated among them In every section of Jewish 
society in Russia there ig unrest and expectation. Schemes of returning 
to Palestine, of colonizing the Argentines, of emigrating in thousands 
and tens of thousands to the United States, have ke|.»t these suffering 
people in perpetual ferment^and it is surely a proof of their willingness 
to read the Scriptures that, notwithstanding the excitements and mis> 
fortunes of the year, they have been such ready buyers of our books. 
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Bibles. 
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1890. 


Sales from Dep6ts 

„ by Colporteurs 

, , to Currespoxident s. . . . 
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2,014 
1,015 


29,026 

29,641 
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65,367 
2,995 


60,166 
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153,963 
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68,362 


168,829 
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BDIVORtAD WOBH OF TITE YBA». 

Kvmilku The Mollah Has^n. Bey, wha trauslat ed tUe St^ Matthew, 
is now engaged on a revision of this Gospel. (2) The Gospel of St. 
Mark is likewise in the hands of this able man, and already the 
translation is half accomplished. 

Ararat Armenian, A^pa^gomants ara on,, footi fDC pcodvcing a 
dig^ott New Teatamept of. the AxBxs^t and ancient dialeoiv. (2) The 
31ble with referenoee m this Testament is alaaost* ooBo^leikad. (3) The 
pocket New Testament has just bean con^[|leted. 

Afierhija/nL The. Old Testam/o^ta are now in. our hands and. will 
b^ immedia4iely placed in circulaUo^k (2) Wor^k on. th^ New Testa- 
nvent, is etnerg^tically proioeeding, and* duriog, thfk yaac wa. hojj^ to fee 
it also in the bAndA of our. colporteurs. 

Uzbek, During, thii^ year, we have been supplied, with, the ^^ 
editions of tiie four Gospelsan thi& language. 

11. Survey of the Divisions, ajsd AiccojjweB' (hs^ Gol- 

PORTAGE Work. 

The sections which follow are given with all possiW^ 
tjoinpleteness. They outline a picture in. which one may 
see, in all the vividness as well as in the colour and. circum- 
stances of life, what the work of Bible circulation actually 
is. Everything is interesting, but the interest centres 
perhaps at Kiev. Kiev the first foothold of Christianity 
among the Muscpvite barbamans, and the ancient capital of 
the Empire, is still the ' Jerusalem ' of the simple-minded 
peasants who come in crowds to visit the relics of its old 
magnificence and sanctity. * They are a wonderful people, 
these pilgrims,' writes Mr. Momson, * leaviiig. their {six off 
homes and reverently coming to visit the shrines of their 
faith. They wander in and out of the dim Byzantine interior 
of the Cathedral, listen to the dirge like music of the choirs, 
duly inspect all the sacred picturesj wander with guttering 
candles through the draughty catacombs, touch with their 
lips the reliques of dead saints, and, when all is done, turn 
back again to their squalid homes/ . It is not the fault of 
the colporteur, if, as- Mr, Morrison's journal sbowsj the 
visitors do not carry with them a more precious souvenir of 
their pathetic pilgrimage thatt any they have preKSuted from 
the shops. But many of the usages of such primitive lif^ 
are passing away, and it must \m hoped that, the truth 
of a simple gospel will soon replace much of the oU 
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ignorknce and error. There is nothing more comraon 
in the journals than expressions, of the welcome which 
the co]porte%urft« reeeiive, aakd^ HGtihin^. caii; be HMxre full 
of promise for the' future: 

Comprising tlie Prmiiae^^^f S)Bsaatnbia (md>th»-1taHfMt»; als9lh»lti/tg«** 
par^ioiM'Cf th^pTiyOirtoe&qf^ CheiMcm an4'Bka^in*kno9iuVft(MfH9i^ ^lith* 
the ports of th& Black Sea, 

WbUofCitmlaHon.  18^1 iSfO' 

Ihp6i : T2<99»..» , 16,SJ8^ 

Colporteurs ^.... ^4&%k .* 7,4a5' 

Correspotidents 6,964 7,291 

Free Grants 9,866 3,951 

Totals 8fff,?45 33,915 



If we exclude the ire& gfarrts, we have a l^metitablfe faHing-off of 
3585 copies. The decrease is neticed in all ^ftBiieta of eirculatioD, 
but chiefly in otir issues from the Depot. This is explalafed by the fact 
that the schools of the Odessa Education Circuit have not been large 
purchasers this year. Readers of the Report will, of course, bear in 
mind that, although these wbofesale orders from schools are very 
welcome, they are hardly to be considered as that portion of our work 
best known as Bible work. 

A colporteur in a Russian village who sells his ten or fifteen copies 
in a week will be often the means of greater blessiog to the peoj^ 
than the school inspector who by a stroke of his pen orders bis 
thousand copies for the schools of his district. 

We have had four colporteurs at work during the greater p^rt of th,e 
year, the same number as in 1890. Poor Vollhardt< died during the 
summer after three months of constant sufferings He wasoup colporteur 
in the Crimea, and here for nearly three years he did usef jij and soli4 
service. It will' be no ea«y task to supply his place with as brave and 
noble a character. It was out on the steppe early in JPebrliaiyy thfvt he 
contracted the illness of Tfhich ,he died, .ttia gfirtec t^oug^t he l^svew 
the road, but he did. not; and in- tlie terrihlfi snow&torm. that bowled 
around them they lost their .way and plunged a»bouti helple^ly for 
hours. The horses were oyer their bellies in the snow, Jt, §;<eemed a 
miracle to Vollhardt that they wera not .buried. aJiv^ qi^t on the 
steppe. Sherstmk, our colporteur in ike ]jl}nif(pe^ Valleyi l^ad over twp 
months of severe illness., Ma2ar.tch»J&Joi;r,jQ9.u.ii^. the Black Sea^prts, 
has also been over two ?3,on.ths ill. . Onjf- Lupge of B^sarabia^j.pf ajl 
our Odessa st^ff, has e?c^pe(d, . His useful worli.in« Ba'ssariibi^; b^s he^p 
continued. Ke and his^ wife. (they, bave no children) ijrive .about fivom 
town to town,.and from* vitli^ge tp village, iu a. cart bek^ngipg^ tQr t»he 
Societijr, and had E.^inge th'e\pen of a< ready ,\TOtfii;^ which l;afi S9rj;y t9 
say he 'has not, he mig^t. be able^rto^^^codnt^mansr an wtereati^ 
experience. When he 'was in Odessa lately he tola me of having 

I 2 
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▼isited a Bulgarian village near the Roumanian frontier, where tbe 
villagers actually quarrelled with him for having sold all his Bulgarian 
Scriptures. They called him by very opprobrious epithets, thinking 
he was holding back the books to obtain a higher price. 

Our sales through correspondents and Sub-Dep6t8 have been fairly 
maintained, the decrease being only slight. From several of our corre- 
spondents, notably from parts of the governments of Kherson and 
Ekaterinoslav, came complaints of the failure of the harvest. In other 
districts, where the harvest was abundant, our Sub-Dep6ts and corre- 
spondents have greatly increased their circulation. 

Of the 9866 copies put down as free grants I have already accounted 
for 8731 copies. The remaining 1135 copies were distributed as 
follows : 665 copies to convicts leaving this port for the Russian Penal 
Settlements in Eastern Siberia, 401 copies to poor schools, and the 
remainder to various deserving persons. 



KIEV. 

Comprising the 04)vemment of the same name, the Governments of Tehemigov, 
PodoUa, Volhynia, and Parts qf Cherson and PoUava. 

Table of Circulation. 1891 18P0 

JD^fSt 19,260 20,962 

5 Colporteurs 7.688 9,515 

ConrspondnUs 4,154 3,011 

Total 31,092 33.488 



a decrease in our circulation from this centre of 2,396 copies. 

As to the Dep6t sales it is impossible to draw any conclusion. 
The Dep6t circulation is always fluctuating, and depends for it« success 
on the wholesale orders from school ofiicials. The real test, the real 
barometer, of our work is the second channel — eolportage ; and here 
again I am sorry to have to report a falling-off. Early in the year 
we lost the services of colporteur MorozofF, who had been for fifteen 
years uur faithful helper, and had done splendid work. In late autumn 
we met the further loss of colporteur Goleshtianoff, who was struck 
down with paralysis on his Journey, and still hovei-s between life and 
death. I have found it impossible to supply the vacancies on our 
staff caused by the retirement of these v^uable colporteurs. The 
remaining colporteurs, Kraiefsky of Podolia and Rudenko of Kiev, 
have done solid work, but they have both suffered in their labour 
from tbe wide-spread distress in the villages;. As the year was about 
closing we engaged the services of a young man, Jobann Miiller, 
formerly one of our ataff in tbe country of tbe Don Cossacks. For 
six years he bad served as a soldier, and now re-enters the service full 
of hope and enthusiasm* He is justly proud of having risen to the 
rank of sergeant after two years* service in the army. It may he 
said that our Kiev section is sadly undermanned. We require five 
additional colporteurs to meet the increasing demands of this immense 
reigtOA, It is intereeting to torn over the records cl the work of the 
JHMO employed in this field, were it for nothing else than for illustntioDS 
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of the character of the people, and the nature of the country travelled 
over. Morozoff in a train, travelling north from Kiev, has as com- 
panions peasant pilgrims from the holy city, and monks, and priests, 
and nuns. All of these pilgrims have already supplied tbemselves 
with some memorial of their visit to Kiev, a holy picture, an amulet, 
a carved cross, a string of beads, and with these they return happy to 
their distant homes in all parts of the Empire. If MorozofE in the 
train can manage to induce thera to add a New Testament to their 
store of holy things he is as happy as a king, and expresses his 
happiness in his letters. He knows it will be read during the long 
frost-bound winters, and that it may become far more precious in the 
heart of its peasant owner than anything else he has brought from the 
Russian Jerusalem. F. Kudenko's work has been almost entirely in 
the city of Kiev, and he also has had ample experience of the 
hundreds of thousands of pilgrims who annually visit the shrines and 
catacombs of this sacred place. 

Qoleshtianoif , six months ago a hale man of forty-five, vigorous 
and enterprising, now a feeble white-haired paralytic with trembling 
hands and palsied tongue, has given us half a year and more of good 
work. Some of his journeys, especially those in the early spring, 
were very hard. Think of snow falling in one village he visited for 
twenty days without ceasing ! The roads were impassable, none 
left their homes, no markets were held, the shops all closed. A 
fortnight after and the mud was a yard deep, and an hour of wading 
through it equal to the fatigue of a whole day's work. Johann Miiller 
is taking up the work among the numerous German and Ozeok colonies 
scattered along the Prussian and Austrian frontiers. He is cut out 
for the work. It may be noted that the Czecks are entering Russia 
in considerable numbers; already some 15,000 of them are established 
in Volhynia, where they are endeavouring to reclaim the swamps and 
forests of that most inhospitable province. A colporteur's work 
among the scattered log huts of this district is a labour of patience 
with but a poor return, save the reward which his own conscience and 
the approbation of the Bible Society give him. In many a rough 
log hut, however, he receives a kindly welcome ; and it has more than 
once been his lot to sell a Bible to struggling German settlers where 
the purchaser has had to borrow from two or three of his neigh- 
bours in order to make up the sum required. Eagerness like this is 
pathetic enough. 

KHARKO K 

Containing t?ui OovemmerUs of J^?iarkoi\ Kursk^ Orel, Voronej, Astrakhan^ 
and considerable portions of Poltavaf Ekatcrinoslav, Tambov, and 
Kaluga. 

Table of Circulation 1891. 1890. 

D^t 82,161 28,461 

Colporteurs 19,885 26,588 

Correspondents 4,132 2,479 

66,168 56,628 



Here there is an inapjireciable decrease of 360 copies. 
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Xb^ issues ixom the Peput are, as will be iioi^ieed^ coia^id^vubly tin 
ex^^^ of the figures iox 1890 — ^090 copies. Fqv this we axe iiidebted 
chieiij to the sqhoQl authorities of thi,s centre. It is when we b^gui 
to &itudj the oolportage issuee that we are a^aiu £aoe -to face "with tha 
dark shadow ou our y^r's work-^rthe faiuiue. Althau^ thwe .fiaiaa 
numb^ of oolparteuc\s has been eo^ploj^ed in 1891 as in J 8^0 thfiix 
sales .iu 189.1 were 5703 copies less than iu the previous yow:* 

before sevxewiug the qolpoirtage for the jesiK, I .«aufit <Gkoi omit U> 
i^eaatioti the loss our colport^ge &ta,U has &ustaaue4 by the wiibdriiwal ci 
A. Diai<oheuko. Wiien Mr. Masley, oar Itostov depositary^ <le£t u^ to 
emigrate to Ameriea) it was felt that Diatoheiuho was his ^mty peasihle 
suoaessor. M/& possessed energy, he was a wau of iugh ClHri&tift& 
charaoter> aud of coi^derable iutelligeuce. \L have ever^ xeaaoR to 
hope that hifi withdrawal fi^om the ranks of our ^co^iiteuffa, and 
his afiAU9kpti(^ of the duties of di^sitary at Bostov .on the Dim, ^iil 
be of distinct advantage to the Society. Another able aolporte^^ lost 
to u&ris Taias I^anof^, last year in chai^ge of the Orel (diatrX'iot. (Our 
staff (has been still further thinued dow^ by the removal of eoy^nteui^ 
N. SidorolE and A. Oaerof^. 

Xhe £rst icolporteur I will take to illustrateour work, is A. X>oinit^ii. 
This is hi& 4a9CQnd y^ear of work. He has laboured Qhie^y m th^ 
]m9& rof o^ailway running UiC^rth ,and south of KJharhoY, oxk whi^ h» 
h^bs free passes. He also takes in as anuoh as he ^n of .the «eaiintii^ 
ou fbotb fides 'Of the xailway. The bad ^iAi-ve^t^ in n4> way wm^ 
a «afi9e ol rhindranoe to him, as his clients weive ^mostly liFai^ellers 
attd i?ell-4ordo ipeqple. I>oiuitsyrn is a oaan lof a|]^«d}exU^ly in- 
dowtal^e en«frgy, aa;id the Soo^ety haa a Suable servant in iufl»* 
Oolpea^eur A. .^idoroS is «a pai«&taku^g quiet tmi^ <who has rbea» 
aoiiiis0ly .engaged in tiie Governiiient of Ekateripofoalavy «Ad m the 
l>o»et«i ^ooal basiiii. In both r^ions J»is work was .affected 'b(y "^^^ 
f amiffte, 4X)auy of his letters describing iihe :»»ietphed«#ss lof the fi^Qil^ 
amoiiig<w(h«(a he laboured. He speaks of the j^ofi» wfupdeiiw^ about 
Ekaiei:i»oalay seeking work aiud fmdiug «uaue. rColpeirteur .SMefm 
Ponofipiaveff eooupied portions of the provinoe of £uha^ov, iPolta^a a]i4 
Ekai^siiio^lav. Heis quite a yeuE^ man, and somewhat iiMOKperieikoed ; 
but rbis W'Oivk has been pvQgtvessiag lately, and ikeve is every a- 4ga »o o 
to b^teve that in time he will be one^of rour ^be^ men. 

Leayiug the K.harkov district :and ^^ceeding to- C^^el we soe^t 
with colporteur Taras Ivanoff. His work was solid and useful. Ihe 
peasants of the provinces of Orel and Kursk, especially in the centra) 
districts of the latter province, are -suffering greatly from hunger, and 
Ivanoff, whose district this is, has had his work in consequence greatly 
injured. Another of our Orel colporteuis is Ale^^^J^^* B&s accounts of 
the destitution of the people are pitiable. " The harvest in tkU , district 
has been a failure," 'Hhe harveftt here a total iaili^e," '^no grass 
here this year," ♦* villagers starving," "all the grass buiqibt up," ** good 
cows selling at 6 roubles," and so on, are expressions taken at randoiu 
from his letters. Of course he has had his encouragements. Bible 
work such as ours needs to be beset with far greater diihculties thao 
these if we are to see no silver- 4ining to the cloud. In Fetrenko, 
for instance, whei^ the priest az^ ^le villege ,eld^ i&eistCMi MffJf^ 
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e:^'^LWXxung his books to ascertain if no '^ books of magic " lurked 
among them ; the police commissary, the -village writer and other« 
assTueid him of their friendship, and that th^ knew quite .well 
that the object of tha £ible SoQie^y was to .giive to the Eruaaian 
people the 'Word of Glad. On the other hand^Jbe meets with an o^S^bv 
of much deci;aiion. Arrived at a baarraok he b^ins his work aispoAg 
the soldiers. The o^er ^enquires what Society, he arepresen^ts. ^' The 
British and Foreign.'' ^^ Then leave this at once, we have our owfi 
Orthodox Society .'' But all the same the soidiers came to him in tb« 
af ternooin and hougM the Scr^tuses. Be£<»e leavis^g Alex^yefE I must 
not omit to tell of a marvellous esca|Ke he haid. He ei)jqy« a free pass 
on the railway Xrom Opel to Griazi, and had ta^n hLs seat at Orel 
in the last carriage of the 4rain, intending to praeeed to Gi4azi, when 
a bookseller of the town saw him, and said he had been looking for 
him «very whese to get some books he urgently rehired. AsAlex^yeff 
had ;a pass he left the tsain to prooure-the books, postponing his journey 
until next da^. The. train le£t, and some (JUstanee from Orel it ran oft 
the raUs, |}luntgiaig ovar an ^embankment and bridge into a river. The 
carri^e where Alex^yeff had been seated was smashed into little bits^ 
and every soul in it perifdied. 

In July our store at Orel was completely destroyed by fire.. 
Nearly 9^000 xiOjpieSy val^iad «t B. 3,1^0, were consumed. The^ 
fire bnske out about three o'olock in the aiterncx>n in a hoi&se^ 
adjoining th* store, <tnd with extraordinary rapidity — the report, 
from Orel says fifteen minutes— --the premises occupied by our 
colporteur were enveloped in flames. It unfortunately happened that 
3 ust jat that time a stock of Scrj|ptuves> almost dou»ble. the usual Maount, 
was t>n the prenusoa. 

Fdcom Orel, prpceedii^ eastward, we «nter the district of 
Yovonej, where Colporteur Plesko:^ ilabonrs. This and the Volga 
regions have been. the arreas mQ$t seriously aSected by the famine 
in the South Bussia Agency. Pleskoff's kttters are full of the 
harrowing subject. At the end of November he writes that the poverty 
of the people in his district is terrible. Going from his house to thq 
railway station he met more than fifty persons begging for alms, 
standing about in the snow shivering. There had been much snow, 
he wrote. In the same month, writing from another town, he mentions 
that crowds of the peasantry are leaving the Yoronej Government for 
the Caucasus, where they have heard there is |ildnty to eat. They 
i-eceive railway and steamboat tickets at quarter-price. What the 
spring is to baring forth, he addf, God only knows. From Pavlovka 
he writes that the people there are miserably poor after three successive 
failures of the harvest. A measua^e of potatoes that in ordinary times 
cost ten copecks costs now eighty. Hay and oats are at famine prices, 
and the cattle present a shocking appej^trance of emaciation. AntI 
later in the year from, the same plac/j he wjK>tp that the yearly faii 
was An utter failure ; last year he sold bftojis l^re for B, 35, this year 
for B. 5. The people were suffering frqm hnpger, he wrote. I*^ 
a reigion a littlo south of Yoronej he deaprib^s.the grass as burnt up^ 
tha cattle dying from hunger^ or beijig slaugljtered to save fodden 
Soattir^east of Voronei, at Tsaritsyn o:^. the. Yolga, colporteurs 
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Pashatsky and Golovanoff are stationed. As at Voronej so here— 
monotonous tales of famine and want. 

Pashatsky's district of the Volga is not exactly a corn-growing 
country, the chief means of livelihood possessed by the people are 
fishing and cattle- raising. The latter was a complete failure as there 
WAS no grass owing to the long drought of the spring and summer. 
What little agriculture there was failed. Pashatsky tells us about 
soup-kitchens being opened here and there, at which spare meals of 
black bread and soup are devoured by eager crowds. Tsaritsyn swarms 
with beggars; he writes. From a town on the lower Volga he writes 
that the hay harvest produced nothing, and that he could only write 
about the horrors of hunger. In Astrakhan, at the mouth of the Volga, 
he met swarms of wretched people from Samara, Kazan, and other 
provinces, looking for work, hoping to find their way to the Caucasus, 
or anywhere else. He adds that they are suffering want beyond what 
he can describe. Pashatsky's colleague, Ivan Golovanoff, worked ob 
the steppe west of the Volga. Here also the staple of the reports 
is famine and failure of harvest. On his side of the Volg-a he reports 
absolutely no harvest — *no grain, no straw, no grass.' The people 
were killing the cattle to save their food. He saw splendid cows sold 
for R. 7 (14«.), and sheep for 50 copecks (Is.); but a glance at the 
table of sales by colporteurs will show that, notwithstanding* famine 
and misery, and terrible distress, two of these colporteurs, Pleskoff 
and Golovanoff, have accomplished wonderful things — Pleskoff with 
his record of 3,329 copies sold, Golovanoff with 2,144 copies. 

It is pleasant to report a notable increase in the sales through 
correspondents from the Kharkov Dep6t, an increase of 1,653 copies. 
This is a channel of distribution that I hope in the future greatly to 
develop. Before I leave this Dep6t I think it will interest the readers 
of the Report to know that the Kharkov Dep6t has now been estahlished 
twenty years, and during this period half a million copies of the 
Scriptures have been circulated through its agency. 



R08T0V ON THE DON, 

Including the Don Cossack country^ Cis-Cattacsia, and the Coasts of the 

Azov Sea. 

.Table of Cirmlation 1891. 1890. 

Depdt 15,193 15,743 

.5 Colportmrs 12,049 10,^87 

Correspondents 283 280 

Total 27,525 26,910 

Here there is a slight increase of 616 copies. 

This Dep6t was established three years ago, and has had a career 
of unbroken success. The new depositary, Diatcjienko, has importea 
life and vigour into the work, faithfully carrying -on the excelleDi 
system so well begun by our first depositary, Ma.^ley. The very sUgni^ 
deficiency in our Dep6t circulation is more than counterbalanced by a con- 
siderable increase in our sales through colporteurs. With the exception 
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of a considerable tract of the land of the Don Cossacks, the harvests of the 
region to which this Dep6t ministers have been abundant ; and enormous 
quantities of surplus grain have been transported from the Kuban and 
Terek districts to the famine-striken areas of the interior. But if 
there has been no famine, tliere have been devastating outbreaks of 
disease among the cattle and sheep. All over the Kuban region whole 
herds have been slaughtered, and, as a consequence, vast numbers of 
villagers have been impoverished. Diatchenko points out in his New 
Year's letter that, although there is an increase in the sales from his 
district of 615 copies, there is a decrease in the total value of the books 
sold, as compared with last year, of nearly R. 1000. That is to say, 
the demand for the Scriptures has been, well maintained, but cheaper 
books have been purchased, or portions where last year New Testa- 
ments would have been bought. 

Colporteur Koiiagin, who takes the Kuban region, a fertile but 
a very unhealthy country, has been greatly troubled with fever. There 
has also been much severe illness in his home. What a place the town 
of Armavir must be ! Here Koriagin col ported for the length of a day 
through mud up to his knees, and with capital results too. A note or 
two from the diaries of his colleagues might be added. Jacob Pinnecker, 
who colports in the Don Valley is highly pleased at selling a New 
Testament in Russian to a gipsy, the first he ever sold to these people. - 
Pinnecker several times wrote of meeting crowds of peasants on their way . 
through Rostov to the Caucasus, leaving their stricken fields to seek 
work in a strange country. Martin Levandovsky has been sorely tried 
with illness, and by the death of his eldest son. When he left his 
home to undertake a journey the boy was well and happy ; he returned 
to find him buried. May the Heavenly Father grant all sufferers 
from these terrible strokes of His grace and patience ! There is nothing 
in Gottlieb Haring's reports that calls for special notice. He has 
accomplished a year of useful work along the Azov coasts and 
inland. 

Conclusion. 

From the Rostov province we cross the frontier and 
enter the Central Asia section of the Agency. 

It is impossible to leave Mr. Morrison's European field 
without a reference, however slight, to the brave men 
whose services have been lost to the Society by death or 
disabling disease. The name of VoUhardt is known to every 
careful reader of these pages, and the record of his services 
has much of the inarticulate eloquence in it by which every 
simple story of work done for Christ in spite of danger is 
sure to move the heart. Happily he is not alone in the 
quiet heroism of his life — these Heports furnish not a few 
similar instances, nor is he alone in the ready recognition 
of the value of his services, and in his final reward. 
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§ 16. RUSSIA IN .ASIA. 

Sfie § 15. Population qf Siberia 4,48^,549. 

■PHE most generally interesting part of this wide territory 
is periiaps Siberia. iUtliiaugli .associated to a lai;ge exteaat 
in itke narnds of m&at jpoadens with .pirieons a^d palietiical 
exiles, it has many other and mare pleasant sources 
of Mtraction. Its immense plateaus, often so rich and 
beautiful, ace still thinly populated, but in the ikear future 
Siberia {»?0imi8eB to be one ol the most valuable rssi&tians of 
the EmpiTO. Of its general aspect sorae glimpses «re seen 
in tie accounts given by Mr. Davidson of the journey into 
its oentral proviuices, which he made in the summer of 1 891. 
E&ti»£tfi frodoa theae ioilow m their plac^. It is a plea^^axU; 
aspect of t^e i»eport of tJ&e year tferat, despite af mxich 
distress which was specially felt in the provinces round 
Ekaterineburg, the circulation has been so full of encourag-e- 
naeiii^. Here ,are SKi^me of Mr. Davidsoaa's impnessicms. 

The Pabt ¥idab. 

• 

The year which has just gone carries with it many a tearful aad 
touching story to posterity. It has stamped itself indelibly on the 
memories of the Russian people, and will long be remembered simply 
as the 'famine year.' As one's mind lingers 07er this painful subject, 
we xemaxsLber tiie words of Qur Lord, ' Man shall BOt live by hdread 
alone,' and we turn .to our statistics where we have rejgistered a distribu- 
tion of 43,805 copies of that 'food for the soul.* 

T^e "ftfecme tdtjal is less by '2,861 copies than l^fcst year. We -cannot 
caili this geibg baek, becajiae tibe Tksbkead Depdt has dropped out of 
our Ikt, with a diSdvaskse of 4,480 topias ; besitdes, we fully •ex^o^id^ a 
much larger decrease, but instead, if we deduob Tashkend, we have & 
slight increase of 2^119 copies. 

Lif timg our €iyes and taking a look from the Ural to the ftucific, vre 
fimd no sigBiB of ^aUinig off tibove ; further east, Tomsk and iirkataik 
both xe^s^ am increase. Tbaneis no des^pcoudeaqy, lao faiJisg.of laitb> 
as w«e glance eastward^ much indeed to encourage and refresh. Look at 
the vast field again ! The workers are hardly to be distinguished, they 
are like spots on a field of snow. You can immber 'them on your 
fiiiger-<etuie, yet loark their wbnderf id results and see how the Lovd o£ 
the haa*y«^ has bleesed thpar efforts in sowdjg^ &e good seed/i Oom>- 
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pare their wojrk .with l^t ^eftr'a,£uid you -ha,Vi& nn ijQcrea&e of 3,622 
copies. (Through colportage in 1891 sold 21,583 copies.) 

We owe our gratitude to the many helpers and co-workers in Siberia, 
the Governors and those in authority, the clergy, y*a, even the 
humble peasant who has charge vi the^post office, who recommends the 
traveller to read God's Word, a copy of which lies under the ikon in 
the cabin of each of the dwellers in Siberia. Owing to the kindness of 
the Goveciiors, afi weld as the steaa&ahip owners, xour cc^peo^euFS have 
travelled wi^h less expensethan formerly, the fomiar 'ha;viiafg graiited an 
open letter 'in addition to thexisual permit j the latter, free tickets and 
carriage of the Scriptures. These and many different signs inspire us 
wiHk irmk .htop^, and we look iiipwaA^, t]aattfaiv^iHii]i.fwJ)o.hath hitherto 
helped usy prikyiog that Qe ,may.&till ^uide u^ ihjiouf^ all the dan- 
gerous currents of the future. 

One of the iDjcidents of the year was sl visit wtich Mr. 
Nicolson paid to TMLr. Davidson, when many matters of 
detail in connection -with the development of work were 
discussed. An important interview with his Excellency 
the State Inspector of Prisons follows. 



An Tntebview with M. Galkin Wraski. 

So«)ye.tJbine:aftier JMir*,!^€dso&!&idQpaj:tuce I had the honour of ain 
int^>view (with .his tG^oelleAcy M. .Galkin Wvmki^ Ministier of Prisons^ 
i^ho was veturiwg to jRu^ajiay ha\(iog<com{pleted a tour of in«^^ction in 
Siberia. iSd& iBsoeUency .greeted me very warmly, and thanked the 
Socidtf iw tibe;gQnero«6»aid.of books given to e^esand pijUoners. The 
interyiew was maitked by cordiality and warmtih<of feeUQg, and lasted 
much looger .ttban the ,:g«oeraUty of such mjeetii^gs. His Excellency 
related, one or two inoidon^s in which he had giv-en orders to the 
prisoners to read the ^nip^ures. On my hroariui)g fthe subject of 
abuse of said .copies^ he oo^oimed me that this had ako .{alien .under 
his .iLotice^ ;atnd to- cope wth it he would issue .a circular to all warders 
thatifittch books vnmQ Mo ibe entered on the lists of their private and 
persoi^Jl l^ropavty, .and on the arrival of prisoners at any town or $tape 
if the book w^e 4puDd uaASfid^g by tihe receiving officer revising the 
penso&al efiecta, ike defaulter wq,M have to x^piace ii^ ox pay. a fine. 
This circular, or one to this effect, was eventually issued, a cio^pj of 
wJiiiobis ki.iay posse^on. I thaxiiked his JEC^oeUency, asswing hisa at 
the same time jl^hait the Society mould indeed be grateful for auch a 
wise measoffe^ Otx Wf meAUoming a.desire to have a 4)ermit to enter 
prisostfiiaiSibaria^ he replied, ' With pleaaure, coUy I shall 'send it Irom 
Perm, as my writing materials are all packed up,' which, it is un- 
neoassary to >add, w<«. dAAe^ On parting, be again tb^nked th^ Society, 
expreoied tJfte fkbeasuie it ^ve him tp do so to its representative in 
Siherfta> and fepvently v^iabed that the bl^sawg of God ipight rest ox^ 
the Bodfity And ots ^orJc in Siberia I 
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We may now turn to the more deteiied review, section 
by section, of this department of the Agency. 

> 

SIBERIA, 

WESTERN SIBERIA. 

One GovemmeiU, Perm, Ghief towns: Perm, JebaUrvneburgf and Kungur, 
PopulaHon, 2, {^9,874. Lari^ittages : Grea/t Ruaavan,, Twrki, BaMovr^ 
and Permyak, There is a Depdt in Jekaierineburg and a Sub-Depdt in 
Perm'. Total circukUionfor the year 24,411. 

In this great province the centre of population and 
of activity is the Perm government. Here- mining and 
other industries concentrate and occupy the people. Perm 
may be called in these latitudes the gateway from Europe 
to Asia, and the railway route leads from it direct, in a run of 
twenty-one hours, to Ekaterineburg, and thence after 
fifteen hours longer to Tyumen, the principal port on the 
Siberian rivers. The situation marks Ekaterineburg as a 
suitable position for the headquarters of the Sub-agency. 

The Great Fair at Irbit. 

Mr. Davidson proceeds : — As usual I visited the annual fair in 
Irbit, where I had the privilege of a short; interview with his Excellency, 
the Governor of this province, in regard to a permit, which had been 
refused to Colporteur Kolegoff . After a few explanatory remarks, and 
a perusal of my documents and lettern of recommendation, his 
Excellency said, ' I was not aware you held such papei^,' and explained 
that he was under the impression that the Biflhop had such matters 
under his control, but promised to grant a permit at once, which was 
done soon afterwards. In Irbit Fair I was able to meet and converse 
with the head of the Siberian Shipping Company. 

Our old friend Mr. Ignateiff, of Messrs. Kurbatolf and Ignateifi^, has 
a>gain granted us the free tickets ; we were also able owing to this 
liberality to send over two and a half tons of books free to Tomsk. 
Messrs. Wardropper Bros., and Mr. Funk, also renewed their old 
privileges. Mr. Funk took nearly three tons to Omsk free of charge. 
I am sorry to say we have lost a friend, as he has been called hence 
since then. 

Messrs. Komiloff and Co., and Messrs. Gadaioff and Co., also gave 
the Society the same privileges for carriage and free tickets ; however, 
we have only been able to make use of those of Messrs. KornilofE and 
Co., they' ply between Tyumen and Tomsk) and from Tomsk to 
Barnaul. 

It was^ also my good fortune to meet with o»e of the brothers 
Kamenski, a member of the well-known steamship oompany on the 
Volga, who carry something like 25 tons of books for us from Peters- 
burg annually. After two long interviews Mr. Kamenski promised 
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to do his best at reducing the tariff. He has done very well, and we 
thank him for his efforts on our behalf. The said firm carried our books 
Jrety with only the loading charges to our account, from Nijny and 
Rybinsk to Perm all last summer. 

The remainder of unsold books in Irbit were left with the head 
priest on commission. He wished me to help him in the forming of 
a book store in connection with his circuit, the management of which 
belongs to the Session or Presbytery. This saved our carriage back, 
and also helped this new movement. 

While in Irbit I also paid a visit to the local prison, and also to 
the Children's Home, the latter place I visited akmg with Miss 
Marsden. The children knew me agaiili, and the teachers showed me 
the books, which have unmistakable signs of frequent use. The 
children sang a version of the Lord's Prayer as a mark of esteem 
before leaving. 

Coming now to the sales in Irbit Fair we find a decrease of 535 
copies. The Zemstvo bought 400 copies less; I expect they will buy 
none for 1892. Other customers were afraid of buying lai-ge stocks. 
Still we sold to several new customers and to a wider circuit; so really 
one can hardly call it a step backward. Sales for 1891 — 1,519 copies. 

During the year I have paid two visits to the town prisoii; The 
last time I went through it all ; I also visited the schoolroom, where I 
found the priest-deacon- busy instructing the prisoners. Some of the 
prisoners were reading, others writing, and some doing arithmetic. I 
found one or two reading the Word and alsoseveral using it as material 
for copying. One man I asked, who was reading the Gospel of St. 
John, if he had ever read it before. ' No,' said he, ' I have only leaimt 
to read in prison.' The books are in good order, and the warder takes 
an interest, as well as the priest, in the lending of them ; usually they 
are given out on the eve of a Church holiday. 

In this Government there are, according to the oj£oial returns, 6,153 
blind, and we have been able to circulate in this division for the year 
in all 65 copies, viz, : — 53 Lords Prayers, 10, Sermons on the Mount, 
and 2 Gk)spels of St. John, the latter 2 roubles each. . 

Circulation for division, 24,411 copies, which fall under the following 
heads : — . . 

Sold inEkaterineburgDep6t . . . 11,952 copies. 
Sold by Colporteurs .... 6,349 
Sold in Sub-Dep6t of Perm . . . 2,328 



>» 
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20,629 
Gratis : Emigrants, Exiles, and Prisons 3,782 



24,411 






A Colporteur's Journet. 

The following may give a glimpse — a glimpse only — of colporteur life 
in this great Siberian country : — ^ 

^ Longer aocomits may, be foiuid in the ptges of the MoM^f M^fwrter, 



126 EIGH$V-KmHT» Itia^ORT. [18®S. 

In Ebbmary YevoncM pffweedad to* the fiurin Itbk^, where he -mis 
feirfy STioceBsfttl. Here- is > an inbyeBt <^ the faiti. ^ As I t»iBLs> goitig 
home towaeds evemng) I went alos^ tiie teai vow^ whet«' I dtoitioed' a 
small group of men, to whom I ofPenok aij beeki^- '^Whuib, fl»« you 
torn tbe Bil)le gbeietyr' soked one of tbiem. '^Yim^^' I ««idi and 
shewiid him my> name on«the visitiiig estvd which> S pfesettted' te^ him. 
He at oDoe asbed mein)<K> the office, and beught a 9«bi!«iw'Dai!ii !S«HBSia«i 
Bible, aad al«oia poe^ke* eeliti4)n of'the-Rttssmn^ N#w'l?eetaitfeii^a)^i^'l'.20. 
His companion in that office took up i^e MosGOW editieti: and episned it 
at the 9*1^ psaltft^ wiii<eb, sifter reading, he ex»li»med, <^'See, b^j^, that 
boek sanrod mei in » hail ai bullets, atkl hew msmy iktem were that 
wevB^^amk^damvLhymj MqI bs^ I was sinifdj) stvr^d by th«t^ beek/' 
and he requerteid me to stt down and^ vm^ the relmrn of hii» Siasler, 
w^ieh I did;i be biiyicig*a book alse^' 

After the Irbit Fair had finished he went on to anothctf'itt' Alapetr^k, 
some 80 ^oy8tft» f orttosr nertb^^est^ whdtie he wns' a'ble i» eell> a little 
over 100 <»pie6;^ 

£tere is a gihapFe ii»to the let of the etylport^r during the* bad 
weather of-sprtngand anitums^ It is now April; He^ had gonet^o 
Battles on foot, a i^ort distajQce, but ttfee^xoadt^ wet«e' heavy and he faa^ 
been ploughing' tfaroagh> the mud adl dwy: * It was ome '^ my heaviest 
days/ hewratos^ ' I was quite warn outi I entered' a ^ny htrti by the 
way, the oet^upantB ol whieh mw& anly t^o, maiift and' w^ile. I^ cetild 
judge by> the soanty fumtitore that they w«re'vet<y peon I be^wn by 
offerizBg my boefesi, and then weeit^^ii'teei^plaixi t^objeet df>oui:«B9eiety, 
butt before V had^ got well begfin> the wmsmi inftenmpeed me bfi saying 
quietlyj ** * Oo ye into alt the worfi a«d pwwehi the > Gespel tb ev^ty 
oretttnre/ eur Saviour when- on eaitb said^to ISis dieeipkei^' I oati't 
express the joy^ the ecstasy I felf on hearing' ihese^worc^ ikW ftom. the 
woman's lips. I quite forgot my fatigue^ ^irtid repHed, * I am very glad 
to: hear yen repeat those woids/ ' Yo« have very likely read'the New 
Testament.' She^mswered^ * Yes, I httveread it, bnt< I am i^nftil ; I 
have not a copy of myewn/ Beth were* viery- sad, they htid'no money 
to buy a copy. I. sand te her * See, take'thie beok^ and go and tiy, I 
am fully assured that* no one will refuse t§ lend yeu money to buy it, 
no matter to whom you apply.' She took it, went out, and she was' not 
long in-returning with the money and the 'boe^k, whieb they Were both 
glad to have acquired so unexpectedly and seeasi^ly.' 



OEKTHAL srsmnA 

Ghvemmenta^ Tobolsk and Tomsk, Chief towns : Tobolsk, Omsk {wh^re 
the Dep6t.is)t^ Tomsk, and SemipalcUinsk, Languages: Oreai Russian, 
Kirghiz Turki, Ostyak, Wogul, Samoyede, and Siberian Tatar, Total 
circulation, 10,684. 

During the year Mr. DaTidson tooU a lengthened 
journey into this province, and his narrative, necessarily 
given in Abstrabty fimririieB' very infteresting inforination. 
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Journals' of the Colporteurs^, like those of their compaoioiis 
in Western Siberia are held over. There is in the -v^ole 
division a slight increase in the. circulation. 

Notes of Mr. Davidson's JbimNEY. 

* I' left Ekatermeburg' on tbe^ 4th Aiugusfe, (ttoO' late ixf etwrt a 
Siberifloii joumey), and proceeded by rail to Tmrnen. Tbk'remiiidiip rae 
tbat the raii*way has carried a little over eight tons^ of* SeriptureB^free 
dtLring tbie year. In Tiumeiti I called on the different steami^ip owcyers 
to thank- them for th«iifr liberality and aid. I also paid a vi^ to the 
a^ent of the Emigrant Aid Boeiety, wh^ thanked tbe^ Soeiety for the 
Scriptures givwn gratts to the poor emigranta The number given?— 
500 copies — is small in oomparison mth the gigantic digatw^ given of 
those 'who' went tbrongh in 1891 . The o^cial figure© are 62,000 soulik, 
and one may add' 10,000 to that, as many pass unno<4ced. 14^000' of 
the above left Tinmen by- steamer- for Obi and Irtish stations', the rest 
going ovierlwnd; The numbers who travelled in this way were also very 
large, owing to the sballowness of the water-way. 

'Kie Society has warm friends in Tiumen, the Wardropper fssonily 
espeoially, who keep the gratis- stock all winter for- U9. I- also bad* the 
honour of .dining with the Director of the BealSchulethere; the school 
is one of the best of its kind in Siberia, and h«s reeeived eulogies from 
western trarellers. 

Leaving by steanwr on 6th Awgustr, I' was^ throngfe Obd^ 
mercy, able to reach Tomisk on Sunday morning l^th-, after ten days' 
sail. 

Daring my fortnight's stay in Tomsk^ I called on. the Bishop, who 
received me very kindly. He is really a great friend of Bible distri- 
bution, and has done a good work in the Atlas Mission, of which he 
was formerly head. He promised to co-operate and aid us, and ^e have 
through him been helped to distribute a large number of Scriptures. 
The- Society also gave him a grant of 150 copies to enable him tocawy 
on his work among the prisoners. 

I also visited his Excellency the Governor, who received mse very 
kindly. He immediately granted a permit fttr Toronoff > and on my 
requesting an open letter for the road, he at onee gave' orders to pre-' 
pare one. This letter enabled one to tra^T^l as if' one were* a servant of 
the Crown and saved many a delay. 

I also made use of the passport for prisons in Tomsk, and visited 
them all, my object being to find out how many books were to be seen 
in the prisoners* hands, of those given, away by Dr. Baedeker and Miss 
Marsden. I was not disappointed: I saw a good many, and they 
seemed, on my making inquiries, to be treasured. 

In the perecelenia or forwarding ppL&on, naturally there, were. none, 
but in the * Arrestanskaya Eot* (permanent prison), many were the 
inquiries about the * good old man, the Anglichanin with the fine grey 
beard.* I must hence testify that I believe nmnj of those copies have 
brought gladness and light into dark cells, and I have no douJbt that 
several have not only found comfort in reading God's Work/ but that 
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' peace which passe th all understanding.' I was able through Mr 
Makuskin to arrange for a grant of 25 copies (People's ^Edition) and 
three Moscow large print New Testaments to be given to the new 
library (prison) which had just been sanctioned a month previously by 
his Excellency Galkin Wraski.) I also attended divine service in the 
prison, and had a long conversation with the priest at its close. 

I left Tomsk on the 29th August. After two days' travelling 
I reached Barnaul, 265 miles distant from Tomsk. The Barnaul 
District is* famous for its fertility as well as for the rich niiiierals found 
there. The gold and silver mines, as well as the fine valuable 
quarries all belong to his Imperial Majesty the Czar, and naturally the 
chief inhabitants of th^ town are Government ofSdals. My reminiscences 
of Barnaul are of the most pleasant, owing to the kindness ^f Dr. Sa£6 
and Colonel Sokoloff, the commander of a battalion there. 

Continuing my journey southwards after I had fully arranged with 
Colporteur Sherbin,,! only passed through one town of any importance 
Zmenogorsk, until I reached Semipalatinsk. The, scenery in the 
neighbourhood of Barnaul is interesting, one catches- glimpses of the 
snow-topped peaks of the Altai ranges, but after leaving Barnaul, there 
is nothing but steppe, until the eye wearies with the sameness. The 
peasants are well o£E in this district, and one sees it in the well-fed 
horses — each peasant on an average has eight horses — as also in the 
good houses ; and last, but a sure enough sign of prosperity, the 
kaback, or drinking hut. 

The Tyumen district was one of the worst ; bad harvests had the 
effect of reducing the horses, oats were so dear, and the remaining ones 
were the most miserable half-fed creatures that ever drew tarantas^'' 
Sometimes four were harnessed, still no difference. They could only 
manage a walking pace the greater part of the road. One stage we 
had five, and we were compelled to tie one horse to a tree by the way- 
side, it could not even walk, far less draw. Many a^time it seemed f^ 
if we were to stick in the mud altogether. I walked and ran part of 
the journey. My short fur coat did not keep out the cold, and 1 
adopted the Russian custom of having the samovar (tea-urn) at each 
station, as hitherto I had travelled day and night, only making one 
stoppage for eating a day. 

However, everything has. an end, and I was glad to reach the end 
of my journey on the 20th September, safe and well, feeling thankful 
to God who had protected and kept me from all ills on such a long 
journey, the distance covered being 3,530 miles, since leaving 
Ekaterineburg. 

EASTERN SIBERIA. 

OovemmeTUs ; Yenisei^ Irkutsk, Transbaikal Territory, Amur, yakiUak, 
and Maritime Provinces. Chief tovms : Irkutbk {Dep6t\ Yakutsk, Tchita, 
and BlcufOTXsIUchensk. Languages: Great Mussian, Yahutsk Turki, 
Ttunguse, Buriat, ChukU^i. The district is thinly peopled. Total dr^ 
culation for the year, 8,530. 

In the paragraph below, Mr. Davidson sums up sta- 
tistical results of the year. These are encouraging, and 
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the experience of the colporteur who visited the Amur and 
Yeniseisk governments was equally pleasant. The 
authorities treated them *' right- well," the clergy were in 
many cases kind and helpful, and the good will of the 
people rewarded the men for the occasional hardships they 
had to undergo. 

Results of the Year's Work. 

I had the honour of an interview with the celehrated Siberian 
philanthropist, Mr. A. M. BiberikofP, who kindly furnished me with a 
free ticket for our colporteur on his steamers on the rivers Yenisei, 
Angora, and Lena. Mr. Jarttu and assistant made full use of this 
privilege during the summer. 

Last year we had to note * that the sales for the year are only less 
by 145 copies than those of 1890.' 

This year we write that there is an increase of 2,281 copies on last 
year's ; that is for the whole division, the increase comes also under 
the headings ' through colportage/ 1891 : — 

The Depdt sales have been 1,008 copies. 

Through Mr. Jarttu and assistant . . . 7,502 ,, 
Gratis 20 „ 



Total . . . .8,530 copies. 



Whereas the total for 1890 was ... . 6,249 
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"^ The removal of the Dep6t to the adjoining house has been for the 
best, the lodging is also roomier, and much more comfortable. 

As already mentioned, Mr. Jarttu has been away from home 
during the year. He and his wife only arrived in Irkutsk in time to 
meet 1892. 

Mr. Edinan, who has filled- the depositary's place so well for such a 
time, deserves our sincere thanks. 

In , the provinces which follow — Transcaucasia * and 
Turkestan, we revert to the Southern Agency, and to the 

report of Mr. Morrison. 

*  • • . 

TRAirSOAUOASiA. • 

TabU of CircuMion, 189t • . 1390. 

DepCtin Tifiis,..^ 1,895 2;476 

Seven Oolpofteuri 9,276 11,-208 

Cormp&ndekts 1,639 1,967 

Hotai, V-- 12,799 16,651 

— ^-^^— _ — ^— ^^— 

" .• . ' ' .*■  ' •  

This ahaws a decrease-of 2)852 copies, and if w^ compare with 1^99 , 
a greater dc^ereas^ of 6,202 copies., 

K 
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Xhet ^^at drawi^i^k to our Bible^wonk in tUd C^uoasiiS' hsB/ been 
for some years past the lack of suitable editjions of the Scriptures. 
To bring out such editions requires, as is well known,* many years 
of labour and enormous expense. Our Arzhenian circulation has 
been yeiar by year diminishing ; our Tatar ciroulatibn likewise. The 
same, but in a Less degree, may be noticed abovt our: Gbcn^giaii and 
Persian sales. In these languages we have either b^-- no. boobs ai 
all, or such as had become imsuitable. During 1891, however, 
considerable progress was made, to remove this drawback. For 
instance, we were supplied with a considerable number of Azerbijan 
Tatar SoriptureS) whioh were greatly needed. iNiew acsd suitable 
editions of Persian have likewise been received. As I write an 
edition of the Ararat- Armenian. Testament is ooa its* wayr to- Tifiia 
The first cases of Uzbek Turki have reaohedt €entirali.A3ia^ UMse 
are important steps forward, and it is hoped.. that ntot' yeatr's report 
will show all these new editions in circulation.. . There- 'is< 'Still nuich 
to be done. Unfortunately with Georgian S^iptnn^ we| can do 
nothing without the consent and co-openation . of the-fiohf. Bossian 
Synod, in whose hands the questions connected with- printia^ Scrips 
tures in this language lie. The large Armenian, refenenoe BkblQ^^i^nlL be 
a great boon when we receive it — possibly in the course of this year. 

Colportage from this centre has always^ possessed, t6' my* mind, 
peculiar interest; ' The land, its ^ople^ itsi alseobiatitof^^ ea»- all so 
picturesque, so appealing, that in a degree far beyond^ !Rtne(sia it 
attracts and interests one. Bible-work, as we know it, among those 
ancient peoples^^Armenians, Georgians, Persians, and others has 
always a local colour* peculiarly attractive* Th^r0 is also the attrac- 
tion of danger about it. Both the Christian and the Mussulman in 
the Caucasus are fanatics in their way, and the col]porteur gWkg ab^mt 
with the Word oi Ood in his hands has often tp encounter: an oppoai* 
tion on lines which his European brother is happily ignorant of. Sut 
it is always attractive to read about it, to read how the dang^rgathers, 
and how the brave and tactful word makes a means of escape. Here 
is an instance from the foot of Mount Ararat. I, don't think any- 
thing sounds more fascinating than ' colporting around AnMpat.' Sot 
here is Markar Arutenoff's story : ' I then went along the frontier of 
P^rsia, visiting the Cossack outposts a^.I went, aftd npw I have 
arrived in Karadjool. In this, village the inhabilaritte are Tartars 
asfd Koords. Although- 1 go a'bout among them with much lear, God 
is merciful, and I am still sound in all my limbs; <Thfise- people bavo 
the reputation of being ready to kill a man for a rouble. When I 
was on the road from Saratohli,' walkings along the banks of the river, 
three Tartars sitting on a rock began to use bad language to me, 
calling me ^utnames, and so. on. When I began to temonstratci with 
them, one oif them raised his gun and pointing Tt fair aix me.said, ** A 
bullet doesn't cost much, and Vk have your life. ' ' ' And so f remontpost to 
outpost he goes along the Persian and Turkish frontier, the dominating 
feature of mt^ landscape beingthe impressive majesty of Ararat. He ar- 
rives at a little camp called Alisha, where be finds a Russian general . The 
genera) iis verykkid tehitti, aiid>Qrges hissdldi^i'stobuy the Scriptures : 
« If you read the Bible, and obey it/ herg^Mj' '^you'whl'lead'Aoble lives. 
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Don't 9pend your mon^y ia driixjk s^jxd riot/ . There is a q}ieer glimpse 
he gives. o£ soldieor life in Eriy,aii. The colonel of a i^egirojent he 
visited wa& aiL Armeniau, au e^cceedingly friendly man. He also 
invites, his men to purchase Bible? ; but several of the spld.iers objec.t 
on the secNce of the books being Protestant versions. So the colonel 
institutes an examination^ selects one of his. soldiers to defesd the 
anci^at Armenian text, smd appoints the colporteur to defc^i^. 
the Ararat translation — he sitting in judgment. After long invest igni- 
tion it is found that the two versions agree, and everybody is happy 
and pleased. In one place, as we have seen, we have a Tartar aiming 
his rifle at -the colporteurs. Twenty miles further along' the frontier 
we heax; of the Tkrtars eagerly enq.uiring. icv the Scriptures^.a^d 
interested in hearing about the work of the Bible Society. Of tj^e 
Cossacks themselves guarding these outposts the colporteur speaks ii^ ' 
the highest terms, l myself when I travel In those regions' find siieh' 
warm words and kindness from these brown-faced pleasantfellows^thajb 
it is a delight to be amongst them. Still further along there is the 
village of Gosh, an Armenian village, where towards evening the 
villagers all get round Markar and clamour for a story from the 
Bible. * We had a grand time,' he writes. It is impossible to devote 
so much space to each colporteur, so I will just mention them and 
the localities where they labour. There is Yegor Nunieff among 
the fertile pleasant plains of Georgia, and Nersesiantz on the high 
plateau of the Armenian highlands, and.Tagveranoff near Kars — all 
working loyally amid dangers and difficulties that can only be ap- 
preciated by him who has travelled about with them. The veteran 
Stepanofi^ of Baku we have unfortunately lost. The work was- too 
much for his declining strength ; his shouMers were also crippled 
by the weight of the bag of books he carried. 

TURKESTAN AND THANSOASPIA. 

lS»a. 1800. 

Circulation 2,384 ; 4,093 

One, misfortune after another has fallen upon our work here. Early 
in the year Arushanoff, our ablest colporteur in Ceijitral A^ia, was; 
diverted from his colpprta^e duties to take care of, the Bible Society's, 
premises in Tashkend, and to make arrangements to carry out spme 
changes in the manner of conducting our work from that centre. In 
this way he lo»t nearly three months of his time. In addition,! iUnesa. 
has bid' l^eavy hands on him, and many a journey begun, ixx hope, \a,^i 
ended ajbpuptly in failure owing to this. His colleague Ambarzumoff 
was removed. fen* three months to Baku to occupy for a time the vacancy 
caused by the retirement of Stepanoff! AmbarznmofP also has had' 
hMuvy Ireubte ttom sickness. We mad^'sevecal huMLv^i atteimpts duoring 
theyeafitp jceeruit our stalf, but ujasu^oessfuUy. !pr$t olv^ hindrance 
and then another aroi^e to baflle up. I thmb we have now succeeded 
in obtaining the services of two additional colporteurs, \ who will 
endeavour during 1892 to removie the* apfrarent- reproach from V/hlch 
we miS6v itdlhregdid lK)>tbAd regiotu E^rts: tcddk be mado ibhis yeatf < 

K 2 
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to cover this gigantic, if sparsely inhabited, country in a more effectual 
way than hitherto. The work done during 1891 calls for little notice. 
The usual places have been visited ; no new ground has been opened 
up. The towns in which our agents had most abundant success are 
Tcharjui on the Oxus, Merv, Samarkand, and Tashkend. Next year's 
report, let us hope, will speak of work along the western frontier of 
China and in Chinese Turkestan. May God remove all difficulties 
from the path I 

In the preceding paragraphs we have been led to the 
centre and the extreme east of Asia. The survey now 
reverts to Europe, and to the countries comprised in the 
Turkish Agency, and superintended from Constantinople 
•by Dr. Thomson. 



§ 17. TURKEY. 

Population {Europecm Fosaesaions) 4,790,000. Bulga/ria {in- 
eluding Eastern Eoumielia) 3,154,375. Colporteurs 48. 
Gircvlation, including Greece, 40,164. 

No very notable events mark the story of the year in 
the interesting group of countries under Dr. Thomson's 
charge. The colporteurs h^ve continued their quiet course, 
interrupted here and there for the moment by vexatious 
official interferences, but on the whole with many facilities 
for the pursuit of their work; and with considerable success. 
The Muhammadan mind is undoubtedly opening to a more 
candid regard of Christian truth. The old exclusiveness 
is passing away. Political changes have had their influence, 
and the steady popularisation of the Scriptures since the 
Crimean war has produced a still deeper effect. ' Over a 
large area,' writes I)f. Thomson,^ ^ the steady and in spme 
instances the increasing circulation of the Word of Life m 
the vernacular languages cannot but indicate a growing ap- 
preciation of Divine Truth, and' a desire aiiiong the people 
to know for themselves what 0iait religion reqjty ip, which 
thousands ha\[e hitherto ignorantly and carelessly professed. 
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In short, among several nationalities, but especially among 
the Greeks and Albanians, the Spirit of God seems to be 
touching the conscience and awakening the intellect ' Such 
sentences, could not have been written some years ago, 
and they are full of encouragement. It is, indeed, one of 
the most significant facts about the Society^s work in recent 
years that it has specially developed and has had special 
results among the Muhammadan races. May it not be 
hoped that as the political influences and empiri which once 
were associated with the faith of Islam are passing away, 
the spiritual influences of Christianity are advancing in 
proportion, and that there is gradually spreading over 
countries, once given over to misrule and degradation, the 
new life, and with it the new hopes and energies, of the 
Kingdom of God. 

One page in the report of the year is sufficiently dark ; 
it is that which refers, here as elsewhere, to the universal 
prevalence of illness. The young wife of the Kev. G. D. 
Kyrias, the Society's superintendent of colportage in 
Albania and Macedonia, has been taken from him. Mr. 
Misaelides, of Smyrna, has lost his beloved eldest daughter, 
and Colporteur Kyriakos, of Volo, his son. Mr. George 
Kyrias, of Scutari, has been driven by failure of health 
from his post, and the list of the colporteurs shows a long 
record of sickness amoug the men. All this implies 
weakening of the available force and necessarily a reduc- 
tion of circulation ; but taking everything into account, it 
seems to Dr. Thomson that the deficiency is less than might 
be expected. 

Aspect and Circulation of the Year. 

Altogether from sickness and unavoidable loss of time, from 
Government interference, and from the impracticability of travelling 
in some parts of Crete on account of the prevalence of crime, it is 
estimated that about 140 weeks of colportage fall to be deducted from 
the time which the table of colportage would seem to indicate. 
Hence it was with considerable apprehension that T examined the 
returns of the year — ^all the more so, as one of the colporteurs had 
failed to send in his accounts in time to be included with the test, and 
thus our issues in Greek, Bulgarian, Albanian, and Turkish appear 
below their true amount. There were compensating circumstances, 
however, and I was astonished and pleased to find that the nett issues 
of the past year were even four copies more than those of 1890 — I 



184 



EIGHTY-EiaHTH REPORT. 



[1«92. 



^Bke&n by the S^qiety's own agdfioy. This will be 'manifest ifrmi the 

• Table given Jbelow : — ^ 

Whilfit thu6 the issues for last year may be said to haTe been 
identical, as reported, with those of the previous year, it is • 'somewhat 
singular that there were sold last year 271 more Bibles and*8SB more 
Portions, in all 604 ; but 600 fewer New Testamente. Tbe-tetel isnies 
exhibit an increase of 4,174 copies over those of 1890, whieh it is at 
once perceived is entirely owing to the increased sales to the sister 
Bible Society of America ; the Scottish National Bible Society having 
taken fewer copies by 168. The sowing has been abundant ; may the 

•harvest be so too I 



I. Linguistic Commbntaribs. 

A detailed linguistic examination of the issues of the 
year throws much light on their exact value and influence. 
Some such survey is indeed essential for a distinct concep- 
tion of the Society's work in an Agency of so many 
languages and nationalities as Dr. Thomson's. The ftdl 
table will be found in its own place,^ but the notes which 
follow are complete in themselves, and refer to all the more 
generally interesting facts. 

The Lanouaoes of the Ad^CY. 

•In the AUfarvian group the proof of a real demand for the Scriptures 
in the vernacular is evident from the proportion which the various 
items bear to each other in the two years here compared. The desire, 
however, for the Scriptures in the new alphabet is steadily growing, and 
would be universal were there more Albanian schools. ArMc slKyws 
<an ijaorease of 40, sold probably to -Syrian or Oo^tic ert^Mkk>x 
Christians, or perhaps to some learned scholar, or a humbie rice or mat 

^ Table of Ciboulation in the Turkish Aoenot. 
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Bibles. 
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DuBOibflBlts by the Biitish 

and' Foreign Bible Soc . . . 

Sales to Amerioan Bible Soc. 

Do. to Scotch Bible Soc. 


2,976 

1,922 

135 


6,760 
4,655 
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39. 
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.merohaiublfrom SgTpWiOt perha»ps to some JUsmwnifit fnomr Lebaaion, 
anxious .to voad for 'himself in* Stamboul a book de&ied: to kim by 
prieatiy intolevance in Jbis native land. Under Armemian dim ^cftdj 
ritem thait need be noticed is that lor the blind. These were xgiven 
.gratis to perBons in JiMLarash or its vicinity, at the discretion of 
Broless^r ' CSbarles Biggs, of Aintab or Central Tudiey OoUegfe, and 
•scm of the venerable and beloved Dr. Biggs of this eity. It is 
anirely .% Ohtistltke work, to light up the darkness of those • wiiose lot 
is «8a|giMd them in earthly poverty, with the glorious offer of an in- 
aorruxytible inheritance with the Redeemer above. jSiAiJ^nriow. presents 
«n incarease.of 376 copies, ocoasioned by the desire to possess the 
new poeket Bulgarian Bible published by the American Bible Society. 
But this is more than counterbalanced by the dimhiutiion in Slavic, 
owing toradesiite, dictated, we fear, by seepticism, to discontinue its 
• use iHtschooJUk We again class together the iEkuropean languages 
English, \Frenoh, GerftKm, and ItMany chiefly but not exclusively as 
indicating .their ednoational value, French particularly being perhaps 
priiLGftpdlly bougitkt by Muhammadan students. 

To many the Gr&fk group will be the chief object of interest, and 
sot withoat ire£uio&. 'The items this year ave in every instance 
enoourtLgijBg. We v^joice at \Jiub steady circulation in Ancient Greek, 
iwhieh we know to be tke result of persevering efforts to have 
.tiie G<Nspels read -in Uie high classes of Greek schools, espeeially 
,in Smyvna abd 'Saaaies, and also in Mitylene, and we toist 
that the word may be blessed to botk teachers and pupUs. 
But it is plain that, in spite of the persistent and undisguised 
opposition of the clergy, in Greeoe^ at ieaet, to the circtUation 
of ^the Scriptures in Modern Greek, the people are resolved to 
read the Word of God in the only form in which they can under- 
stand it. It is much to be regretted that, while Modern Greek is the 
language. oT the country, of the Court, of Parliament, of the Courts 
of Justice, of the Lectures of the University, and while the writings 
of Homer axkl several other ancient authors have been translated into 
Modem Greek to make them accessible to the common people, the 
Greek Church has neither itself provided a Modern Version of the 
Holy Scriptures, nor will accept and authorise that provided for them 
by the brotherly love of others. The large increase in Greco-Turhish 
is most encoui^aging, and proves that, unlike the effete superstitions of 
ancient heathenism which cannot be revived, the Gospel is again 
asserting its power over the hearts of men in the regions of Galatia, 
Lystra, Iconium, Pisidia, and Pamphylia, where Paul and Barnabas 
toiled and suffered. 

TTebrtw shows an increase of 456, valuable indeed tas enabling 
Jewish youth to acquire a knowledge of Hebrew, and as displacing 
the traiditions of men, but unhappily not found hitherto to be 
of great * value, when circulated alone, in leading the sinner to the 
Saviour. Th^ other items indicate decrease; but it is a very 
hopeful sdgn that the circulation in* </Md[ee(?'ii^;iK»^«M<^t^)aiid (especially 
•wUkout, the Hebrew text, seems to be steadily, if slowly, increasing. 
The, latter category includes 142 "New Testament^, mostly for gratis 
distribution. The increase of IS in Latm is owing to its -eduoaUona^ 
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use in Samos ; elsewhere it may guide the itomaniat to the Saviour, 
and why not the youth of Samos and their Bomanist teacher toot 
Peraie is always a small figure, but is valuable as showing that in this 
great city the strangers from Elam are not neglected. Rounum is 
sold almost exclusively on the Bulgarian bank of the Danube, but the 
Gospel of Matthew in Macedonian-Eouman is sold to the ancient 
Eouman colonies in Macedonia, Albania, and Thessaly, and would 
appear to be acceptable. It is peculiarly valuable as thus rendering 
the Gospel intelligible to the women, who seldom probably understand 
any other language. Rtus, with an increase of 380, was destined for 
the region of Kars in Armenia. Servian sold in Eastern Albania and 
North Macedonia does not call for remarks ; but your Agent is most 
thankful that with a reduced staff Turkish is only a single copy 
below the circulation of the previous year. That the Gospel is read 
aud finds acceptance with some Mussulmans, we have undoubted 
proofs ; and when we consider the effect of the circulation of the 
Greek version of the Old Testament, in preparing the way for the 
preaching of the Gospel in the Ottoman Empire, one cannot but mark 
the finger of €k>d in thus diffusing His Word in the Turkish and 
Arabic languages among our Mubammadan brethren all over the world. 
The 126 copies circulated mostly among the shippiug by the ladies of 
the "Rest," and by. the Society's own colporteurs, are chiefly remark- 
able for 56 copies sold to the officers and men of the Japanese war 
vessels that visited us last year. Several spoke English, but none of 
them^ so far as we learn, were Christians. 



11. Review of the Provinces and Illustrations 

of colportage. 

It is in such narrative accounts as those that follow that 
we come into closer contact with the actual life and thought 
of the people, and see more closely the character of the in- 
fluence exerted by the colporteurs. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 
Population qf the city (1885) 873,566. 

The table below ^ indicates in its lower returns for the 

^ Table op Circulation from Constantinople. 
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year the interruption to the work through prevalent illness. 
The men have been diligent in the discharge of duty, 
* often/ Dr. Thomson adds, * amid insult and threats from 
the ignorant or intolerant of all religious parties, and the 
still more prevalent indifference of nominal Christians.' 
It is by way of bracing and elevating their spirits in the 
face of such discouragements that the colporteurs meet 
regularly for prayer and conference with Dr. Thomson 
himself, and no plan can be better for the pursuit of the 
inner life on which so much depends. 

The weekly meetings for prayers and Bible exposition have been 
regularly maintained, and frequently the colporteurs have brought with 
them Greek, Armenian, Jewish, and even occasionally Turkish friends. 

The principal reports were received, this year as last ; from Colporteur 
Demetrius, who did not complete his tour of the region west of the 
capital till towards the end of March, and who afterwards made a tour 
along the Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus, a day's journey inland. Some 
villages visited on these tours had been sdidom if ever visit-ed by col- 
porteurs, and in many of them it required no little tact and courage to 
maintain his legal rights in opposition to the action of petty magistrates. 
In one village of considerable size he was warned on his arrival not to 
attempt to sell his books, though his passport and license were in per- 
fect order, as his books were Protestant and had no cross, nor the seal 
of the Patriarch. He replied that there were many other Christians 
besides Greeks, but that all recognised the same Scriptures as given by 
Divine inspiration as the rule of faith and duty, and proposed that the New 
Testament should be brought from the church, and his books strictly 
compared with it. This was done with great care for a considerable 
time, with the result that the priest and some members of the munici- 
pal council proposed that he should be permitted to sell. He was sup- 
ported also by a native scholar, who had recently returned from the 
schools of the capital, and who testified that Protestant Scriptures were 
used in many Greek schools there. The keeper of the Khan, too, in 
which he lodged, became security for him for 100 days. But all 
would not do, and he was told that if he dared to sell a single copy, he 
would be sent under guard to Kartal, a distance of thirty miles. So, 
for peace's sake, he quitted the place. 

The struggle is hard, but the light is spreading. Demetrius met, 
however, with several incidents of a more pleasing character. Accord- 
ing to his instructions, he tried as often as possible to read portions of 
Scriptures to the people in the caf^s where he lodged, and on one oc- 
casion riveted the attention of an audience principally Muhammcuian, 
by reading Luke xv. and John iz. On another, after reading 
Rev. xxii., the Greek priest, who had previously shown himself 
hostile, eagerly asked whether that chapter were in the church New 
Testament. He was shown it, and his hostility was turned into friend- 
ship, for he hospitably entertained the colporteur for two days, he and 
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Ms famOy dordisally joimng with him in Mniky wdAsklp oiv bcriih nights. 
In Another intiage the Khan-keepar refused toaocepi? of any .money for 
hi^ lodging, and teachers wenre for the most part frievdly. 

The paragraphs which follcfw, though full, do not re- 
prodnce the copious accounts given by Br. Thomson, but 
they sufficiently show th6 character of ttie Society '"S work; 
and the present attention to Bulgaria will give *<iem 
additional interest. 

. The sales in Bulgaria north of the Balkans ware as balow : ^ — 

Here as in former years the oontest still rages fieroely -^hetween 

SooialisQ^, Anareby, Infidelity, and Atheism, supported too often by 

.supeivitition and intolerance in the seat of authority, on the ona hand, 

and the Society's humble colporteu2» on the other. The sales are 

.somewhat fewer than in 18.90, but Depositary Krzosaa aastOBBS me, 

what I well knew from their monthly r^wrts, t^t this was .sot^fiaxified 

,by any lack of devoted labour on the part of your colportamrs, hat 

chiefly from suceessful efforts that had been made to exclude the 

.Slavic Kow Testament from several schools. Sickness, too, pressed 

, heavily oa all your agents, Jior must we leave out of sight the very 

severe snowstorms in the early montJMs of the year, which resideved the 

road^'in many districts nearly impaasable, and told sevevely on the 

bealth of the colporteurs, all of whom are past jniddleage. 

. The Committee is aware that each of the colportenrs .omployB a 
-wagon in performing his tours, and is theareby enabled to vi^ levcrj 
ndUage of any importance in his circmt, as well as the toms and 
!ed;ties. The labour incurred is very .great, and it is depveesiE^ io have 
tOiquit maciy a village wii^ut selliog a single book ; buit y«ir oolpo^ 
.teurs feel with the Apostle Paul tihat they are * debtors to tike wise, 
.And. to the unwise,' and pursue their task with faith. and patience. 



< OOI^OBTEUB '£XPEBI«m988. 

.Qolporteur Heringer was cheered in a village near £ustenRJ|}ie ^7 
.what he describes as a revival among the children, but does .not celer to 
it again. In Tetovo a civil officer warned him that .colpovt^ige was 

* Table op Ciboitultion. 
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MViM^A'', btit'tH^'|il«it; VHo^Wasiibx) a ikagis^tBJ'ajipeii^io tribw 
better the state of the law, apd taking up a New'Tes^ameiit declared : 

' 'The 'bobfe is godd,' Etnd you may s*U'it ; but in the name df the'law, I 
forbid yoti' to •pi*6adh. We don't 'Vant hiere the endless sefetsof 
'Protestaiitism.' *1 am no preacher,' saiV! Heringer, ' l^nt a sin^ifle 

' bookseller ; but surely 1 am at libertyto defend the Word "of God when 
it is attacked. "iDhe sects you are so much afraid of B!re simply the 

'result of pei^ecb liberty of conscience, and under apparent Viiversity 
embrace a large amount of real unity ; far more real than the uni- 
formity of ignorant members of the Greek -or the'Bomish Churches. 
1 prefer- a 'running- stream to a stagnant pool.* 

In the 'town 6f G , which seems quite a centre of^ooiAlism and 

•faifidelity, he was opposed by a Socialist, w^ho declaimed against all 
bishops and clergy of .till Churches as robbers and oppressors 6i the 
people. Without attempting to controvert his statements, 'Heringer 
begge'd him to listen to some of the words of the Lord Jesus Himself, 
to see how completely he misunderstood the Gospel. "Soon those 
present cried out, ' The Bible man is right,' and the Socialist himself 
admitted that Protestantisila was better than Socialism. 

WeSXBBN EuJiGA&IA. 

Colporteur 'Klundt in'Western Bulgaria is entitled to our warmest 
sympathy. For several years the weakness and sufferings 'from 
rheumatism of his beloved wife "have been a constant trial to him ; bat 
in aiidition'to this, he himself suffered during the past year 'from 
severe illness, during which, as I have already said, his son Augustmade 
three successful tours 'for him. In addition to all this it has been a great 
trial to him that for several years his sales have been so far below 
their former figure, in spite of his utmost exertions. His district, too, 
is a trying one, being pefhaps less populous than Ceiltral Bulgaria, but 
more extensive, more mountainous, and with rivers to cross, liable to 
sudden flo6ds, ovet which there are no bridges. Both he and his son 
met -v^ith much rude opposition, but he also met with several encourag- 
ing proofs that there are some that appreciate the sterling worth of his 
Christian character. At Yraitza a young man, who sat next him at 
table, asked why he drank no wine, and was told he' found it healthful, 
and did so*also as a protest against the sin of intemperance. This led to 
futther profitable conversation as to the Word of God, in consequence 
of which the young man bought a Bible; and again, on hearing 'that 
Klundt was to leave next morning, he bought another Bible forufiiend 
whom 'he had induced to buy one. 

In one of the towns the teacher bought for himself three copies, and 
his pupils at his' suggestion bought 15, while he assured 'Klundt," to his 
great delight, that he'^Was convinced that nothing bnt the Bible 6ovld 
save the nation. At Berkovitza, in August, he met with a pfiest to 
whom he had sold a Bible six years before, and who enquired very 
kindly about his work, ithindt replied that he tried to keep ever 
befor^, his ^yes Acts xx. L7-38, and Ezekiel iiL 18, 19, a/9 his directory, 
and found tiiat thie priest ' had certainly studied carefully the Word of 
God. "He incited Klunldt also to visit his village again, wtiiefa'he 
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Terj gladly promised to do, beisg quite delighted with the earnest 
spirit he mamfested. 

In his tours for his father August Klundt found several friendly 
teachers, one of them an old schoolfellow, who materially aided his 
work. He also mentions the following incident. In Plevna he 
ofEered a Bihle to a merchant, who said : ' Kohody can observe the 
Bible : it forbids lying, but a merchant must lie. For example ; this 
fox-skin costs six francs, but I ask seven, and swear by the Lord in 
heaven that it is so, and only so can I earn anything." August 
replied : " We ought certainly to keep the law of God, and only by 
doing so can we establish a solid business.'' An Armenian just then 
came in, and he too declared that a Christian mercha nt certainly 
ought not to lie. At last the merchant asked him, ' What is the 
price of that Bible T and was told fr. 1.70. He offered him fr. 1.50 
and 1.60, but being refused, he motioned to A*ugust to leave, saying: 
^ I would not have bought if for fr. 1.50, but I wished to try whether 
you practise as you talk.' 

£a£itbbn Bulgakia. 

Considering all the circumstances, Colporteur Griinberg in Eastern 
Bulgaria has been fairly successful. There are many Jews in his district, 
and he has much discussion with them ; but their general answer is, 
* Though he (the Messiah) tarry, wait for BHm.' Having for mutual 
protection joined Colporteur Heringer in a tour during the severe 
.snowstorms early in the year, he, too, mentions an interest in Divine 
things as having been awakened since Christmas among some young 
people who met in each other's houses for praise, prayer, and the study 
of the Scriptures every evening, and by their example had stimulated 
others. About a month later, when on a tour, he was overtaken by a 
severe snowstorm and intense cold ; and being overcome with fatigue, 
he fell from his wagon, and was in great danger of being frozen to 
death. But providentially two Turkish wagoners came up not long 
after, who lifted him up, chafed him, and carried him on to his des- 
tination. In April the intense cold had abated, but as great dangei* 
arose from the flooding of the plains by the melting of the vast quan- 
tity of snow. In many towns he found an earnest desire among the 
Jews for a German missionary, as they cannot profit by preaching ua 
Bulgarian. Amongst those were a good many Jews who had been ex- 
pelled from Bussia, and who declared that had they been allowed to 
remain unmolested they would never have thought of leaving Russia 
or of inquiring into the Protestant faith. Griinberg therefore ex- 
presses an ardent desire that a German service and a good school 
should be opened for his people at Bustschuk, Shumla, or Varna, the 
missionary occasionaUy itinerating so as to meet the necessities of the 
people, and take advantage of their willingness to hear. 

ALBANIA AND FART OF MACEDONIA. 

Here, as in the case of Constantinople, fllness and con- 
sequent reduction of the staff t^jcounts largely for the lower 
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circulation. This, it is hoped, will not be continued. 
The important city of Monastir, now relinquished by the 
American Bible Society, must be supplied by at least two 
colporteurs, and the needs of the Albanian speaking people 
are increasingly urgent. Details of colportage work supple- 
mentary to those given here may be found elsewhere,^ 

The circulation in this extensive but thinly populated region was 
as below. ^ 

In the survey of this region I begin with Uscup, the most easterly 
station. The people are poor, the towns far distant from each other, and 
robbery is not uncommon. The population, too, is very miscellaneous — 
Turks, Greeks, Bulgarians, Servians, and Albanians, with Spanish 
Jews and a few Europeans in some of the cities. The Osmanlis are 
the proprietors of the soil, and it was in this region that Turkish 
ascendency was achieved on the field of Kossovo. It seems to have 
been early occupied by Osmanlis of distinction, and some of its 
mosques, though small, are exceedingly interesting as specimens of 
early Mussulman architecture. Later, when the richer Osmanlis were 
attracted elsewhere, the difficulty was to find markets for the pro- 
ducts of the soil ; and this continued till railways were introduced. 
Three lines of railway now meet at Uscup, and it may be hoped that, 
in course of time, free communication will produce greater social 
comfort. I must ndd further that to the west and north-west, where 
the circuit embraces the eastern portions of Upper Albania, numerous 
mountains rise to the height of 6,000 and 7,000 feet, so that the 
climate is very severe, and the roads are passable only during about 
half the year. Being also a frontier province, bordering on Monte- 
negro, Austria, and Servia, colportage used to be very much restricted, 
but has for some years been more free. The chief difficulty, however, 
remainii to' be mehticmed, viz. the Roman- Catholicism that prevails in 
North-Eastem Albania, with its centres at Scutari and Prisrend. The 
members of the Orthodox Greek Church, whether speaking Greek or 
any of the Slavic dialects, may be often ignorant .and superstitious, 
but fchey almost Always reverence the Holy Scriptures, and admit their 
authority as supreme. It is otherwise with Roman Catholics, who 
rely primarily on the teachings of their Church, and can seldom be ' 

^ See The Monthly EeporUr for July, 1892. 
* Table of Ciboulation. 
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induced to read, or hear read, the Word of Qod, far less to pnrehase 
it. If I have dwelt at some length on the characteristics of this 
circuit it is partly to do justice to the Society's colporteur, Joyancho, 
wha hsA been labouring there now for seven years, in fiuooeonon to 
previous' faithful men. He complains of the poverty of the peopb 
preventihg many from purchasing who would gladly do so, and es- 
pecially of the inaccessibility of the Homan Catholics. 

In these circumstances it is not Surprising th^ he consoles hiinself, 
under the comparative fewness of his sales, with the opportunities he 
has for removing objections and misunderstandings, and proclaiming 
the Grace of God. He has everywhere, however, personal friends, 
with whom on each visit he holds religious meetings; and he feels 
assured that the truth is spreading. He mentions having been 
detained at' home by robberies and murders in the. region he had 
arranged to visit ; and I should add that the e^tt^ei^e north-west 
portions of his field, including the towns of Jakova and Ipeko, an 
anciient ecclesiastical metropolis, have hitherto been inaccessible on 
account of brigandage, want of roads, and political difficulties* 

« 

BITHTNIA. 

TbSre is a large Muhatnmadan popuration/iti' Bulgaria, 
and it is importaDt that colportage should be developed, 
but there are special diffix^ulties in the way, and tKe staff 
here, as elsewhere, has been weakened by prevaient illness. 
' We hope,* writes Dr. Thomson, ' for better things in the 
future, but there is nothing of special interest to report at 
present.' ^ 

IONIA AND TB3 ISLANDS, 

In the xeview of this classically intere&ting asid im- 
portant part of the Agen<^, some referenee most! be made 
to* the death of the late Dr. Constantine of Smyrna, and 
the loss. iiLvolved to evangelical work.. An able., preacher 
of the truth, Dr. Constantine was also a aeholar^ and \o^ 
Oommentai f on the Gospels and translation ioto Gf^eek of 
Smith's Bible Uietionary are a pennanent and valuable 
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gift to hia ixation. He oxigiimted tha ISvaogelical AlUfai<?^ 
of Protestant Greeks by whixjli the energy of the young 
people of his congregation was stimulated and direeted' 
into various walks oi usefulness^ His removal in the 
priijae of life and in the midst of abundant usief^lnessi 
cannot but be received with; sorrow. 

The Depositary, Mr. L MisaalidMi, wlio» with the help of his «on ia also 
theanpmntexideiU) of. the colporteurs in this seotion of the agency^ has* 
disofaaqged.hisi duties with exemplary fidi^ty^ though tried with.a^eod. 
deal of perjMoai debUiliyi a«id aspeoially ffdth the loss of his eldest daughter 
DuEmg the past year Mr. Misaelidea made^ at your agent's suggestion 
very speoial eSoote'to have tha siodj of the !t^ew Testament intnodM.ced> 
intoi the- OhYistiadt sehools o£ Sxs^vna, and. not without encoumgjng 
suAoese. 

Colporteur Sevurtides has lahoured faithfully in Chios^ and ia sup- 
ported by many of the teachers. At the request of seveirii o£ the 
chief teachers o£ the island, who testified, to the poverty that had beesk 
brought upon the .village of Keoehoriott byt the eurthquakesy Jl. .grant; dF. 
forty copijie of ther SoriptureB was . xnadei to the poorest ..faDulies^, toi 
enable the children to attend school i^truotion . in the.^ble. Mr.. 
Micronides, of the Gymnasium in the capital, Mr. Scourtsos, and others 
expressed on this occasion their warm thanks to the Society. Our chief 
opponents are some of the clergy and a few irreligious teachers, and 
some other educated mep, whose obje<^tians into the circulation of the 
Seriptures^.and espeeiaJly tq th#ir traoelatioD in the ordinao^y laa^u^ge 
of the people^ Mr. Sevastadea meets with great good sense. He after- 
wards visited, as before, Lemnos, Tenedos, Imbros, Samothsaki^ and 
ThasoB, meeting more outspoken opposition than before, aa well as 
more support from others. We do not regret this, for the contest is 
inevitable between tijie Word of Qiod and the traditioKis, of men. May 
Qod gfiaiit Has Spirit that men. may see His Glory in His Word* 



Iw Asia' Miiros. 

Colporteur Sarkis continues to. visit t£e coast of Asia. Minor from 
the Dardanelles rouxid to AdaJia, and ^very year with a greater degree 
of minuteness.. His. chief succ^s^ last yeac was undoubtedly, in the 
provinoe of ancient Lyoi% where Myra,. meniaoned in the<vo{y^^ of 
the Apostle; ISaul, is now called Pbinika, doubtless from ita foundersoi 

1 TABt^'OF ClKCULXTIOlSr." ' 

- -  '  ...i-i. ^... .I-..-.  . ..■»■«■- 



18DI. 



From the Smryma D^pdt. 

By 6 colperUJcirs 

•PH» Grant?.... 



^tmmm'^* .^ I I * ^ > • »—i^w»y 



i»r* " * 



Pe<n:fiase.l6.. 



Total 



«»f» .»>iiy w m »j* ^^ I. 



i^« f»mi »»>«>■■> n t I ■< I 



.  > . 



tn ii»>. mX i n jt > " i I I ^ j . Ju i n iiiJ K .<• 



^tal. 



' 964 
2,8fOO 
'- 41 



II 



3,9Q5 



) i 



18^.' ' 



ill ■• 1' . 



1,294 

2,517" 



1*1-.. 



3,821 



It 



> I 



I »  H ill I   ff I n n> . 



144 EIGHTY-EIGHTH REPORT. [1892. 

and where your colporteur was well received. He was kindly recdved 
by a priest who had been enlightened at Salonica, and whom he was 
delighted to hear preach at Adalia from the story of Zacchseus, and 
ask his hearers whether Saivatimi hctd come to their hotcaes f In the 
northern part of his tour he met with a good deal of obstruction from 
the authorities, and particularly at Ezine, not far from the Dardanelles, 
was forbidden by the Governor to offer his books for sale in the 
streets. At Adramutt some had lately joined the Evangelical Church, 
and the opposition thereby caused prevented him from selling' as many 
as usual. The failure too of the olive crop of the previons year had 
produced a good deal of hardship, and rendered some unable though 
willing to buy. He was not without encouragement, however. 

One day, as he was passing with his books, he was called by some 
merchants who were sitting at the door of a cc^. On examining the 
Scriptures one of them said : ' These books are all our own ; the 
Gospel is a Greek book, and so too is even the Old Testament. What 
right have you foreigners to come to us with our own books, as if we 
did not already possess them ? ' ' Excuse me, sir, ' said Sarkis, ' the 
Greeks do not possess the Scriptures in a language they can tinder- 
stand ; and for your neighbours you have done nothing. In fact, yoa 
have practically rejected your sacred books, and we strangers have 
accepted them and got a blessing by them/ 

In the Ionian Islands. 

The field of Colporteur Georgios is by no means an easy one, 
embracing the islands Rhodes, Symi, Halki, Karpathos, Kasos, and 
others ; yet he has done well, and has won the friendship of many 
everywhere for the Word of GJod. Four months altogether were 
spent in the important island of Bhodes, in the capital, but chiefly in 
the villages. 

In the island of Kasos he met two very different priests — one fiery 
and intolerant, who finding Georgios among a crowd of attentive 
hearers in a cc^i, exclaimed : * Why do you listen to this man 1 "Why 
don't you throw him and his books into the sea ? ' It was a dangerous 
suggestion, for the cc^fe was quite near the sea. But the violence of 
the priest only created a warmer feeling in favour of Georgios. The 
other priest was a quiet, thoughtful man, who received your colporteur 
very cordially, visited him daily, and was always ready to help him by 
commending the Scriptures to the people. In Karpathos Mr. Nicolaides, 
the Hellenic teacher, thanked him for visiting then* remote island, and 
urged his pupils to buy the Scriptures ; but the priest urged that the 
people were so poor that they should not be further burdened with 
buying books. There truly was great poverty > yet the Word of God 
was worth some self-denial. 

The work of Eustratios in Mitylene, and for a short time in the 
opposite town, of Aivali and the adjacent islands, was diligent and 
successful, but does not present any feature of special interest. lake 
the other colporteurs, he feels the importanoe of having the New 
Testament read and studied in the schools, and direct^ his chief 
attention to that object, but met with a good deal of iadifferMioe, and 
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even one or two cases of great opposition. The sale of 759 copies is a 
sufficient proof of diligence. 

In Samos. 

The island of Samos enjoys within certain limitR the privilege of 
self-government, and recalls to the visitor many of the features of the 
ancient republics of Greece, alike in their excelleoces as in their 
defects. It is certainly greatly to the honour of the Government that 
they have always favoured the free dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, 
and their introduction into the schools of the island, though not by 
compulsion. And it was honourable alike to them and to Colporteur 
Pile that, when it was proposed to transfer him permanently to another 
island, many of the leading men of the capital petitioned the Society 
that he should remain at Samos. This was agreed to ; and Antonios 
Vasiliades, after having laboured for a month or two in the capital, was 
sent to be associated with Colporteur Pilo in thoroughly supplying the 
wants of Samos, and of the two adjacent islands of Patmos and Leros. 
It was very cheering to learn that in the previous year the New 
Testament was directed to be read in the higher classes in the ancient 
language, and in some of the junior classes in the modern language in 
most of the schools ; and happily again, in most though not in all of 
the schools, the Gospels and Acts are studied either in the ancient or 
in the modern language. It is scarcely necessary to say that to 
accomplish this object not a little tact and perseverance were requisite, 
as well as the advocacy of the duty and privilege of teaching the youth 
the oracles of God. Happily, through the blessing of God, Colporteur 
Pilo was again successful, and signs are not wanting that the people at 
large are alive to the value of the Bible. For example Antonios relates 
that on one occasion, when the Demarch of a village refused kim 
permission to sell, and declared that he would authorize the sale of none 
but such Scriptures as were printed by the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
one of the councillors remonstrated, saying it was most unjust to talk in 
that way ; for it was well known that before the Bible Society's men 
visited the island they were Christians merely in name, but knew 
nothing of Jesus Christ or of his doctrines ; their faith was dead ; but 
these men with their books had reformed the island. Well might 
Antonios be thankful for such words. This same Demarch afterwards 
commended the Scriptures to the people, and bought a New Testament 
to direct iim in his judicial procedure. In short, there is every proof 
that God's Word is not sent forth in vain, but is proving itself to be 
the sword of the Spirit, a fire, and a hammer that breaketh the rock 
in pieces. 

CYPRUS AND CRETE. 

* 

* These two islands,' Dr. Thomson writes, ' are classed 
together on account of their size, their isolation from the 
others, and, it must sorrowfully be added, from the contrast 
which they present to them in regard to security of life and 
property, education, commerce, and many of the advantages 
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of Christian civUisation. Mr. Storey wit]i zeal and intense 
diligence has prosecuted his tour into every quarter of 
Cyprus.'^ 

A reference to the details of Mr. Storey's sales will prove 
that while he sold 2,581 Portions, very many of which were Gospels and 
Acts for the use of schools^ he sold also 392 Testaments and 154 entire 
Bibles, so that his sales were by no means of an insignificant nature. He 
was also favoured last year, as in previous years, with free contributions 
from various friends of the Bible, which are duly acknowledged else- 
where. Mr. Storey gives a few indications of progress, such as tilie 
spontaneous introduction of the 'New Testament into at least one school, 
the recommendation of the Scriptures by several priests and a monk, 
and especially the altered views of another monk, who was forjoaerly 
a vigorous opponent, but who recently saluted him very cordially. On 
the other hand, while all must allow to our brethren the fullest liberty 
to give the Scriptures gratis, when bought with that object in view, 
Mr. Storey finds that, where such gratis distribution takes place, people 
are led to regard him as acting dishonestly in asking even the low- 
selling prices charged by the Society ; while others decline to piircbase 
in hope that they may share in some early gratis distribution. ITour 
agent's experience certainly is that, unless in exceptional cases of 
itidividual or general distress, which the Society is always ready to 
meet, the prices at which the Scriptures are sold are very rarelj an 
obstacle to their sale. 

burning now to Crete, one can only describe the condition of the 
island, especially in the earlier months of the year, as resembling the 
heavings of the ocean after a storm. Happily no new ground for 
discontent seems to have been given of late, and we would hope and 
pray that the present truce may become a lasting peace. Theodore 
suit ered from the prevailing epidemic, and Joannes stfll more severely ; 
but, notwithstanding, the issues in Crete last year were 95 copies 
more than in the previous year — a circumstance which is largely to be 
attributed to the fact, which I have great pleasure in recording, that 
two of the bishops of the Catholic Church have furnished Colporteur 
Joannes with certificates testifying to the perfect correctness of all the 
copies of the Scriptures which he offers for sale. All honour to the men 
who have thus dared to confess the truth of God, and to reoommend it 

^ Table op Cikoulation. 
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to tbid. people under their care. God grant that many may be lad to 
follow their example ! Yery probably they may have felt that nothing 
but the Word and the Grace of God could heal tjie woes of distracted 
Crete. Yet even so, with three colporteurs — Joannes, however, is a 
great invalid — there are large portions of the island wiii^h, during the 
five years t)iat they have laboured in Crete, they have never been able 
to visit ; such as the district of Sitia in the extreme east, the greater 
part of the plain of Messara in the south, and the foot of the Sphakian 
range in the west. As there is a person, well known to your col- 
porteurs, BBxd partly to your Agent, who seems fitted for colportage 
and willing to undei'take it, be has been engaged on trial, in order 
that the Word of Life may reach as soon as possible all partft of the 
island. 

The Rev. Charles Brooks, of the American Board's Mission to the 
Gfe^c8,kTndly paid a visit to the island in the aittumn, when your Agent 
dareotod the colporteurs to meet him for conference and eneonragement 
at Cftnea. They greatly enjoyed his services, while he in turn was 
cheered and thankful to find that Theodore and Georgios, who had 
formerly been members of his church in Constantinople, were con- 
tinning steadfast in the faith, and that all the brethren asBOciated 
with them were diligent and exemplary, and maintaining an un- 
blemished testimony for the truth of God. A permanent missionary 
is much needed in Crete. 

From tKese ' Isles of Greece ' the survey tuxufi to that 
famoas eountry itself, a part of the Agency and peculiar in 
the interest which for many reasons attaches to it. 



§ 18. GREECE. 

Fopula&ion (1889) 2,187,208. Adding the Greeks who are in 
the Ottoman Empire the whole Greek TuUionalitf/ may be 
estimated at 8,000,000. 

The circulation pf the Scriptures through the Society's 
ageocy is gradually advancing in Greece, but in the face 
of considerable difficulties. Of these difficulties, peculiar 
to a large extent to Greece itself, Dr. Kalopothakes gives 
a detailed enumeration. Perhaps the most serious of 
them are those connected with politics. There is in the 
Hellenic mind a strong feeling that the Orthodox faith is 
a vital bond 6f union between the Greeks in Greece 
and those in Turkey, and that everything ' Protestant' 
or * Evangelical ' is dangerous to national aspirations, as 
well as theologically unsound. This is an important fact 
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to be dealt with, and it is only one of several similar to 
it in heing opposed to the acceptance and development of 
the Society's work. In spite of difficulties however, there 
is a steadily widening river of circulation.^ A large part 
of the common people, here as elsewhere in advance of 
some of their spiritual guides, are learning to think for 
themselves : ' It is they,' says Dr. Kalopothakes, ^ who 
buy the Society's books, and who, in spite of oppositioii, 
welcome the colporteurs when they appear.' This is an 
encouraging fact, and gives reason to hope that even in 
view of such outbreaks as the deplorable occurrences at 
the PirsBus, when Dr. Kalopothakes' church was wrecked, 
there is rising the light of a better day in the land so sacred 
to culture, and now destined, it must be hoped, to be 
equally sacred to Christianity.^ 

What follows is Dr. Kalopothakes' summary of the 
year: it is brief, but full of significance and of 
encouragement. 

The Past Year in Geeece. 

The number of colporteurs employed during the year was seven ; 
of these two men were stationed at Patras, being instructed to visit 
alternately the provinces of the Peloponnesus in that vicinity, and two 
others went through the other parts of the peninsula, one had the 
Ionian Islands as his special field, and another the Cyclades, and the 
seventh visited continental Greece. But in August Leonidas Roftop- 
orlos, the oldest in service and one of the more efficient, resigned his 
connection with the Society and engaged in other work in Patras. He 
promised, however, to do all he could in his new position, and it is to be 
hoped that he will be able to render valuable assistance in the circula- 
tion of the Word of God as well as other forms of Christian service. 

All the colporteurs report that they are kindly received by many 
when they make repeated visits in the same places, and they have 
frequent evidence that the Scriptures are read with thought, as the 
people are glad to ask questions when the colporteur returns, and in 

^ In 1887 the circulation was 5,831 copies ; in 1888, 6,476 ; in 1889, 6,659 ; in 
1890, 7,150 ; and now in 1891, 8,257. 
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some instances they hope that a deeper spiritual impression has been 
made. 

Ignorance and superstition, the result of long centuries of oppres- 
sion and mere nominal retaining of the name while the power of 
a Christian faith had died out, need a long and patient effort and the 
enlightenment which comes through God's Word. 

We look with gratitude on the past, and we trust that the year 
upon which we are entering may prove one of richer blessing. We 
believe that all those engaged in the work are waking to a deeper 
sense of its importance and need, and greater earnestness in prose- 
cuting it. May the Great Head of the Church accept and guide all 
the service done in His name. 



§ 19. ALGERIA AND TUNIS. 

Population of Algeria 3,867,000 (1888) ; of Tunis, 1,500,000. 
Tkere were last year 5 Colporteura at work. The total cir- 
culation was 8,053. 

For ten years Mr. Lowitz has been directing the Society's 
work in Algeria and Tunis. His successive reports have 
been unpretentious but encouraging, and uniformly in 
spired by the assurance that he and his faithful assistants 
are not working in vain. It is a well-grounded belief 
While the very faces of the people — a mingled race of Euro- 
peans, Arabs, Moors — ^recall the powers which have one after 
another held and lost supremacy along these shores, the pre- 
sence of the colporteurs is a reminder, however slight, of 
the advance of the Kingdom which shall never be moved. 
And just as the old fortress of the pirates has become a 
centre of civilization, so the ancient superstitions are dying 
however slowly, and the minds of men are being changed. 
When one day Mr. Ben Oliel had sold a Bible to an Arab, 
it was returned to be exchanged for a New Testament. 
' It is of the life of Sidna Aisa (Jesus Christ), of Him only,' 
he said, ' I wish to read.' Nor is the Arab alone 
in his curiosity. One name is rising above every 
other, and though it ' cometh not with observation ' and 
does not always illuminate the pages of reports with signs 
and wonders, the day is approaching not the less surely 
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when the Name that is above every name shall be bb 
familiar as it is revered. 

Like so many others Mr. Lowitz has to deplore the 
prevalence of influenza and other illnesses, and to this 
scourge his tropical climate has added another — the plague 
of locusts. What is to European readers a paragraph in a 
book of travels, is to the peasants of Constantine and Orau 
a terrible reality. The fields are wasted^ and with a ruined 
harvest come poverty, suffering and depression. Und^^ 
such circumstances sales are difficult and even conversa- 
tions frequently unwelcome, but though the circulation for 
the year is less,^ there is ground for the Agent's conviction 
that what has been effected affords reason for much thanks- 
giving. Five colporteurs have been at work, four DepAts 
occupied ; in the paragraphs which follow we catch some 
glimpses of the everyday life and labour.^ 



SURVBY OF THE YeaH. 

In spite of various, difficulties I am sure that the Society's colpor- 
teurs have done their duty not only in their headquartei's, Qran, 
Algiers, Constantine, Tunis, but likewise in their respective districts, 
by visiting from time to time different towns and villages in out of the 
way places. If they have not always succeeded in the sale, they hm^n 
had contiBiial opportunities of conversing with the people oa.the seli- 
gion of the Bible and testifying concerning our Lord Jqs.us Christ. 

The ordinary sales at the Central Depot have been as good as could 
be expected, although the special orders from missionaries, and the 
Geneva colporteurs have been much less than b^ore. Mr. Iferotdier 
f umisbed one of these colporteurs with Scriptuires f oir sale b4 ^ ymj 
cheap rate* 

Mr. May is as usual occupied in keeping the account books and de- 
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spatchiog qjAqv^ fp^ Sfrij^tures to colport^uxe and otkers. He colportui 
in town. whoxif be is f re^. Mrs^ May is iU' charge of the D^t- when heit 
husband is absent. 

The different versions which have been circulated this year were in 
18 languages. 

The number of Scriptures received at the Dep6t from London and 
Aiexandisia in the course of the year was 8,550. Those issued to col- 
porteurs aud others 8>520y sold at the Dep6t 4v€20, and by colporteuns 
3^120. The total sale during the last twelve> months 7,760. 

I tmstt th«»t this, brief accoiint will give< seaie idea of what has been 
done^ and^BOOUraige the* Society to go fanvavd in* the dissemination ol 
the Trutib wjiich is contained in the writteu Word that abiderth for 
ever. 

An iKcuDiENT — Mb. EiaF/ Oubl. 

Tn a village during market day, I was crying, aloud, "Who will, 
buy books ? " An Arab came to buy a Bible, but he soon returned, 
desiring to exchange it for a New Testament, saying, " I only wish to read 
the story and doctrines of Sidna Aisa (Our Lord Jesus Christ) and 
nothing else.'** I then had a very interesting conversation with him on 
the teaching of the Gospel, which convinced me that it was better, at 
times to sell a New Testament which is to be read than a Bible which 
is to be left unread.' 

A Colporteur's Experience. 

 

' I visited almost every place in my district in fair and foul weather, 
over hills and dales, in towns, villages, and out of the way isolated 
farm-houses. I had often to take mules or to go there on foot, during 
the rainy season in winter, and under a burning sun in summer. I came 
in contact^ with all sorts of people, good, bad, and indifferent. I was 
encouraged in my work whenever I met some willing to buy Scriptures 
or even ready to listen to a word in season. During my visit to Biskara, 
I made a good sale among the officers in the garrison, and civilians, in 
spit6 of the popish atmosphere which prevails in that town. I even 
sold sOttie ATabio Teetftments' to those that belong to Cardinal Lavi- 
gerie^s Sahara ariay. I should hecve sold more but for the free indijs- 
criminate distribution of Scriptures which was made there by an English 
gentleman on a visit to that place.' 

Among the Muslims. 

* My vi»t^ to K«f happened to be in the mototh of Ramadan, when. 
Muslims are more fanatical than at any other period of the year. I 
still sold many Arabic books to them, but very few to Europeans, who 
seelft^d'tbO itfu6b engaged iH worldly aff&ii^s and dissipation. At BizertJ 
I soiif iMifre' Sbriplutes, and from thence I went to Porta Farina on 
horoeba^/ there was no other conveyance to go by. Before reaching 
that place, I heard an uproarious noise at a distance ; on inquiry, I was 
told that this was the only way to frighten away the locusts. The people 
wei^ thufe' 6cctipifed in chasing them, the Europeans were too busy in' 
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the fields, and the Arabs squatted on the borders mourning over the 
devastation and the loss of their harvest ; saying, '' We hare no money 
to buy bread nor books." ' 

In the Dep6t — Mrs. May. 

' I am happy to state that the year was one of progress in regard 
to private sales in the Dep6t. More than 300 copies of the Scriptures in 
18 languages have been sold to individual persons. It would be tedious 
to give details as to these sales, but it may be of some interest to know 
that the Depdt has been visited by a great variety of different raoeSr 
Jews, Arabs, Mozabites, &ibyles, French, English, German, Spaoi^^b^ 
Italians, Dutch, Russians, &c. 

' I may however mention that once several Spaniards came to seek 
for the history of Don Quixote. They seemed to be fond of reading 
nothing but marvellous adventures. It was therefore necessary for me 
to give them some idea of the history and extraordinary events of the 
Bible before they could be persuaded to buy one. Then came the 
difficulty about the price. The habit of bargaining is very common 
and much talk is required to realize any little good. I am yet thank- ' 
f ul for the frequent opportunities I have had of testifying to the truth, 
and I pray for a blessing upon it.' 



§20. MOROCCO. 

Popvlatiim 6,140,000, the great majority MvJiammadaafis ; 
f/iere a/re also Berbers, Negroes, and some 200,000 Xewa. 
Circulation by sale 4,639. 

Brief as it is the pages of Mr. Mackintosh's annual letter 

are shadowed by death. For years, almost since he left as 

a boy his home on the Lebanon, Aisah Farah had been a 

devoted Christian and latterly an assistant in the work of 

Bible distribution in Morocco. His character was ripening, 

and his spirituality of mind was steadily developing wheD, 

as if in the midst of his work, his wife was left a widow 

and his children fatherless. Shortly after the loss of this 

devoted man, the health of Mr. Barker, who was employed 

on the Canaries, broke down, and he also was withdrawn 

from the field. 'His zeal and tact,' Mr. Mackintosh 

writes, * and his success in getting access to the people and 

in persuading them to possess themselves of the Scriptures 

were very great.* The removal of these valuable assistants 
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is emphasized in the lower returns of the circulation of 
the year, which is less than two-thirds of that of the year 
before.^ Nor, in this enumeration of losses, should the 
death last year of Sir Kirby Green be passed over. On 
the other hand, some new and promising men have been 
added to the staff ; there are always ready allies found in 
the other Christian agencies : and it may be hoped that, 
with a more stable political situation, the prospects and 
the actual results of Bible work in the Morocco Agency 
may greatly improve. In the meantime, as the following 
paragraphs and not infrequent communications published 
elsewhere^ prove, good and successful progress has been 
made. 



In Mbmobiah — M. Aisah Farah. 

Poor M. Aisah Farah was removed from the midst of us by death. 
He, in company with Captain Armstrong of Gibraltar, had in the 
month of May made a successful tour to the large towns of Fez and 
Miknas and the country intervening, disposing of a considerable 
number of Scriptures on the way down, and reading and testifying of 
Christ by word of mouth as they passed along. Poor Aisah had not 
been long back at Tangier from the Fez tour when an internal attack 
came on similar to others he had suffered from at intervals during 
the previous two or three years. This attack was complicated with 
fever, which was declared by the doctor, at the beginning of his 
illness, as a very serious element in his case. Unhappily the doctor's 

^ Sales for 1891. 
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fears proved too true, and after eight or ten days' confineiaent to bed, 
the body was prostrated and the spirit took its ilight. Se had often 
during the previous few months expressed himself to his wife as 
feeling visry weary, and seemed to reaKse beforehand that his irork 
was done, and committing bis wife and five llttlte children to Qod k 
prayer, h/& ezpreesed the firm assurance that he Mmfieif was acoepted 
in Jesus Christ, and that Jesus would tenderly care for the little ones 
and their mother after he was taken away from them. This has since 
been literally and abundantly fulfilled. The three eldest have, through 
the kindneas of Captain Armstrong, been placed in Christians hoanefl 
in Scotland, where we believe t^ey will be broiaght i^ in tbe 
admonition of the Lord, and have all the care and attention, that can 
be bestowed upon them. Aisah Farah, besides his constant and zealous 
interest in his own special work — the circulation 6f the 'Si^ripttires, 
took a great interest in the poor Muslims at Tangier, often by help from 
friends in England distributing loaves of bread among those in need — 
especially on Sunday mornings, when fifty to seventy of the poor of 
the town and strangers were ^ten seen collected in a large room in the 
market. This gave an excellent opportunity of setting the Bread of 
life before them over and above the bread that perishei^. The poor 
naturally lamented hie death and could scarcely believe he was gone. 

Notes of a Bible Journey. 

Daring nearly two months of the spring, aecenp^ttied and aseiited 
by Messrs. Geddes aod Badger, two young miesoonarles of the* Sooth 
Morocco Mission, I made a very interesting tour among the Tillages of 
North Morocco, getting some copies of the Arabic Scriptures Into the 
possession of people in as many villages and hsimiets as possible^ ah^ 
having the Word spoken to many who either could not read, or were 
otherwise indisposed to buy the Book. Village work in Morocco ifl 
much needed, and proportionately interesting. At one village, hidden 
up in a deep romantic glen among the mountains, some of the people, 
on the arrival of our encampment, wanted to show themselves very in- 
hospitable, and declared they would only allow us stay for the night, 
and would oppose our proceeding any further inland. However, when 
their attitude towards us became known to a Sharif residing lA'the 
village, he so vigorously took our part, that he quite put them to shwn© 
for treating strangers so uncivilly. And he himself proved a fliost 
intelligent man — understanding the Scriptures and God*^s way of 
Salvation through Christ better than most Muslims that I have upoilUJi 
to in Morocco. We encamped there several days and visiteid etber 
villages in the neighbourhood. The people were very kind after ^f^ 
made their acquaintance, and supplied us freely with provisionfi} 
especially eggs. We left a large vowelled Testament and Psalms mth 
the Sharif and several other books with others who could read. We 
were much interested at a fishing station on the coast where several 
intelligent Moslem fishermen who came with money and large bundles 
of fish to obtain copies of the Arabic Gospels. The presehce of Mrs. 
Mackintosh with us secured an opening among the women as well as 
among the men in almost every village we* visited. During the tour 
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several short incursions into previously unknown and unfrequented 
territory were accompanied with much interest. 

« 

From a Colporteur's Journal. 

* When I first went to Tetuan about the end of May, I often went 
to a room where many of the merchants rest during the middle of the 
day, and read to them frora the Gospel of Matthew, and they seemed 
interested and followed my reading in other copies of the GFospel, 
telling me to go on till sometimes I read seven or eight chapters to 
them* After this they invited me to return and brought an old Fakih 
or teacher who acknowledged thai^ Christ died for sinners, quoting two 
passages from the Kur^n to prove it. I found that he had a copy of 
the Tsalms which he had got some years ago from Algiers, and which 
he has •arludied well. 

''One of these men invited me to go to his shop^ and I sat these mtd 
read to them several chapters from the Gospel. On another occasion 
I went to this same resting place and read on till it got quite dark, 
when they sent and fetched a candle. At first the glare of the candle 
in the darkness tired us, and we could not open our eyes, and to my 
surprise one of the men remarked that " the Christian veligioa is bright 
and pure like the light,, bat we cannot open our eyes all at once to see 
it." In another place I met a Fakih and gave him some information 
aboat Christianity which he liked very much, but he said, ** 1 ennnot 
believe that Christ died, it is a shamie to think He sufEered deatk." I 
ezplauiad to him why Chrifit died^ that He died in the pla^e of ua 
sinners. Then he said, ^'I never heard this before. This is lofve 
indeed, and His death was precioiuk" I asked him to buy one of my 
books, and he bought a copy of the Psalms and reads it constantly.' 

Othbb. Lnrs ov Wqbk. 

In November Mr. Searle began work at the Port of Las Palmas in 
the Cianaries by instituting a Sailors' Home. He does special service for 
the Bible Society by visiting the ships of all nations that eall there 
daily to coal, and we must wish him much success in this new sphere. 

Mr. Edwards too of the North American Mission has very kindly 
been assisting occasionally in selling Scriptures, and the lady mission- 
aries at Fez have been some of our best customers. 

Sffifortfi have been made to proceed with Rifian translation, hot all 
the asflittsnte who were tried were found so illiterate that no prograss 
could be made, and this too was reodea^d impoaaible by so much o£ the 
year being spent in Morocco, the Canaries, and Kabilia. 
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§ 21. WEST AFRICA. 

The Report of last year gave some account of an 
attempted mission of inquiry to West Africa, and of the 
causes of its temporary failure. The scheme has been 
deferred but not abandoned, and it is hoped that some- 
thing worthy of the importance of the developing states of 
West Africa may yet be carried successfully through. In 
the meantime the notes which follow indicate, however 
slightly, at once the extent of the field and the way in 
which the Society is meeting some of the claims made 
upon it. 

SIERRA LEONE, 

A welcome letter from the Bishop of Sierra Leone 
announces the revival of the Auxiliary there. 

^ We are now in workiog order again ; have had a simultaneous 
Sunday for sermons in the churches ; on the following week a very 
well attended and sustained inaugural meeting, at which resolutions 
were carried expressive of determination to go on with this work. The 
<x>lportage question is yet to be considered, and we are arranging to 
secure, in Free Town, subscriptions worthy of it.' 

This is an excellent beginning and the Committee 
are very sensible of their indebtedness to the energy of 
the Bishop and other friends at Sierra Leone. Further 
accounts are expected with interest. 

CAPE COAST. 

Early in the year the Rev. D. Kemp forwarded a 
contribution of £4 10^, from Cape Coast — ' a small sum, 
but several things explain this, and we are determined to 
have better success in future.' Of greater importance is 
the work of the Auxiliary for the natives of the interior 
and Mr. Kemp has already expressed his regret that more 
has not been done in this direction. The language spoken at 
Cape Coast is Fanti in which the Society publishes Genesis 
and the Four Gospels. Supplies of these are from time to 
time being sent. 



I 
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LAQOS. 

A very interesting account of this state, and of the 
Popo version of the Gospels has recently been given by the 
Rev, Joseph Rhodes, to whom the book and the people 
owe so much.^ In December, 1891, Mr. Rhodes wrote 
from Faversham that he understood from the Rev J. T. 
Marshall, of Lagos, that upwards of 1,000 Portions of 
Scripture in the Popo language were then in circulation 
— that they are much appreciated and greatly valued by 
the people, and that their publication is an incalculable 
blessing conferred upon them. A handsome contribution 
received from the Lagos Auxiliary shows how heartily 
Bible work is supported there. 

THE GOLD COAST. 

In September the Rev. H. L. Rottmann, of Christians- 
borg, acknowledged the receipt of five cases of Scriptures, 
and gave orders for further supplies. The language here 
is the Acra or G4 and the whole Bible has been printed in 
that tongue. 

TEE CONGO. 

There ' can be no better illustration either of the 
linguistic state of the people in this important region or 
of the Society's work than the following letter of the Rev. 
G. Grenfell, dated Congo River, Dec. 4, 1891. 

' 1 very gratefnlly remember the assistance rendered to me, as a 
Missionary to the Congo people, by a grant of Scriptures from your 
Society, and now that I am on my way to the Congo again, I venture 
once more to ask for help. 

' The official language of the Congo State being French, and because 
of the efforts being made to increase the use of that language, we shall 
be glad of a supply of French as well as English Scriptures. A few 
copies of the parallel French and English New Testaments would be of 
great use to us. 

* In journeying eastward we have from time to time come in contact 
with people able to read Arabic and Swahili, and expect in the 
future to be much more frequently among them, and as we believe we 
could make good use of the Scriptures in these languages, we hope you 
will be able to make us a grant of a few copies of each ; we are specially 
desirous of a few copies of Arabic. 

^ See the Society's BeporUr for April, 1892. Mr. Rhodes's paper has been re- 
printed as the second of the ' Version Series^' and may be had on application. 



158 • EIGHTY-BIGHTH BEPORT. [1892. 

'There is now a considerable population of some hundreds of 
Flemings in the tipper Cong|o, aoid a few copies of Flemish would 
appeal with all the foree of the mother tongue to mea wha are far 
from home. Two or three eopies of Swedish and Danish would also 
be very acceptable. 

* This is a long list of requests, but the needs are great and the door 
before us opens on a wide, wide fiekL 

' X trust that the Bible Society will again find it possible to help us.' 

It need hardly be said that Mr. Grenfell did not ask in 
vain. 

Much light is thrown on social and linguistic affairs 
in this part of Western Africa from a letter of the Rev. 
H^li Chatelain, written in October last year. The two 
leading languages are Portuguese and Kimbundu and in 
regard to both Mr, Chatelain has * tried to take in the 
situation/ 

'First/ he writes as to Forttigtiese, ^both among the educated 
natives and the Portuguese themselves (residents and cobnists) thare 
is an ever-widening field for distributing the Scripture6, thougll Jbbs 
for their sale. The natives of Ambaca in the interior will buy penny 
Qospels, and now and then a cheap Testament, but they are not yet 
trained to invest money in books. One thing may be depended on, 
that the books are read and talked about. Unfortunately there is no 
Mission Station in the district, but good work might be done by col- 
portage. In Loanda itself, one may also depend that the books whan 
in the people's hands will be read. Not so the Portuguese, who are 
accustomed to read novels. The moment they see that a book treats 
of religion they put it away or give it to a native. Still it is en- 
couraging to find that since my efforts of years ago, Bibles or Portions 
are found in many Portuguese houses, though covered with dust, and 
occasionally in native newspapers there are intelligent references to 
Bible facts and stories. Now that a new life has come to this olid 
Province, and hundreds of immigrants are flowing in each month; and the 
land developing wonderfully, while the Jesuits, assisted by the Govern- 
ment, are taking a firm foothold, the time seems come for the Bible 
Society to meet the emergency, and place the Gospel in as many hands 
as will take and use it, so that the silent but powerful preacher may 
do what missionaries who but lisp the language are less able to do — 
stem the tide of revolutionary infidelity and of modern ultra- 
montanism. 

' Next as to Kimbundu. Of the 500 copies of St. John printed by 
the Society, several hundreds went to Bishop Taylor, and were distri- 
buted among his five stations in Angola. Only a few are now left. 
None have gone to wiaete. Tboy all bav« reached, or will reick* some 
natives who can and will read them. Over so wide a field this Ediiiop 
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is like a drop in the oc^aD. Loanda alone has oyer 15,000 of a 
population, and about 5,000 of these can read. 

' Kimbundu is spoken and read to soma extant all the way from 
Loanda to the Quango Jtiv^er hj a ooaafHiet po^laiion of 300»000 or 
400,000 people. With the railway wMch is open for ItO miles, and 
soon to traverse the Kimbundu territory, the population will in- 
crease both in numbers and wealth. Moreover, Kimbundu is more 
or less understood all over Angola, and is also the language of the 
wKwking population of St. Thomas and Frinoes' Islands. It as destined 
to be one day the language of the National Bepublic of A^ogola/ 

These extracts show how fully aware Mr. Chatelain 
is of the importance of his work, the translation of 
the Gospels into Kimbundu, in which he has already 
rendered so valuable service. 



§ 22. SOUTH AFRICA. 

The paragraphs which follow are sufficient to show how 
heartily and with what general success the work of fiible 
trauslation and distribution is being carried on both 
among the native i^aees and the fast developing European 
Colonies in South Africa. No information can be more 
welcome. The future of this group of states — and it will 
assuredly be a future of great importance — depends for 
ita best hopes on the sound Christianity of the people.- 
And with the grave steadfastness of Dutch piety and the 
energy of the more English type of godliness there is little to 
fear, Nothing can show more strikingly than such reports 
as aire indued by the South African Auxiliary how well and 
sttoceasftilly the work is being done ; and the desire so 
freduently referred to among native Christians for Gospels 
in their own tongue, and their delight ,on receiving a new 
version, are equally reassuring. What follows is a selection 
only from the letters and reports of the year, but it indicates 
how hopefully work is going forward, and it may be added 
hpw beneficent is tl:^ service rendered ' by the Bible 
Society. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN AUXILIARY. 

President, His Sxcdleney the Governor^ OerUre at Gape Towity toith 132 
Brawhee and Agencies, Topulaiion (1889) of Cape Colony proper, in- 
cluding Oriqualand, JVest Tranakei, East Origualand, and Tembuiand, 
1,468|823 ; the total white population is about 860,000. 

The latest report of this important Auxiliary, the 45th, 
is a record of vigorously urged and well organised work. 
It is pleasant to have so complete evidence that the Bihle 
distribution begun in Cape Colony in 1818 by the South 
African Bible Union has been so successfully continued. 
During last year steps have been taken to establish a 
Dep6t in Mashonaland and to extend the work among the 
Bechuanas. There are more than 130 Branches in con- 
nection with the Central Society, and the descriptive list 
of them given in the report shows how helpfully they 
promote its work. The Committee in London take hearty 
interest in what is being so well done in South Africa, and 
gladly acknowledge the assistance received from their 
friends there. 

ClBCULATION AND DETAILS OP WOBK. 

It is gratifyiDg to note that duriDg last year 25,817 Bibles and 
Testaments were issued by this Auxiliary and distributed amongst 
the people of Cape Colony and the neighbouring States. In tbe sale 
of this large number we have been aided by about 130 agencies and 
branches. 

For Scriptures sold and contributions given daring the twelve 
months ending December 31st we have received the substantial 
sum of £3,039, which is greatly in excess of former years. Of this 
amount £1,016 are free gifts to the funds of the Society. 

After defraying all expenses and making free grants of Scriptures, 
we have remitted £2,550 to the Parent Society. We have also 
greatly reduced the amount owing for stock on hand, without either 
diminishing the quantity or quality of the supplies kept at our Dep6t. 
Our stock is usually from 18,000 to 20,000 volumes. The large and 
varied assortment constantly kept up enables us to send supplies 
promptly direct from Capetown to any part of South Africa, and on 
all Government Railways, at specially low rates. 

Free Grants 

Have been made as required, and hospitals, railway waiting rooms 
and public institutions have been gratuitously supplied. Missionaries 
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and others, upon application, have either obtained gi'ants or have 
had prices considerably reduced. No request for aid has been 
refused. 

The Colportagb work. 

The distribution of the Scriptures by colporteurs who travel on 
the rails, or by cart, or on foot, going from house to house in various 
towns and villages and scattered hamlets, has been recognized and 
employed in many lands by the Parent Society, as a most important 
and useful Agency for the spread of the Divine Wprd. By the same 
Committee who commenced the work three years ago, this method of 
Bible distribution has been continued in this country. Our colporteurs 
have travelled many thousands of miles, and traversed thinly- 
populated districts, carrying the Word of God into the homes of the 
people, many of whom would otherwise, have had no opportunity of 
obtaining a Bible, which these messengers ofEer at the same prioe as 
paid at our Depot. The total sales by this agency alone has been 
4,734 copies of God's Word. 

Mr. Campbell h^ disposed of 1,392, to the value of £116 198. 5d. 
Mr. White has sold 2,186, am^ounting to jB108,4s. 7d. Mr. White 
visited Namaqualand, and amongst the scattered population there, by 
arduous work, disposed of 350 Bibles and Testaments. Mr. Koberts, 
owing to sad domestic affliction, has been hindered in the work for 
several months. His sales therefore are comparatively small, viz., 
469 Scriptures. Mr. J. Murray has occasionally engaged in this 
service, and has sold 286 copies. The Bible Woman has sold 401 
copies in Capetown. 

We omit the reports of colporteurs, but some of them are appearing 
in the Mcmihly Reporter, ^ issued by the Parent Society. 

The Bible Woman has continued her efforts under the direction of 
the Ladies' Committee, and in her report sent to Mrs. Horak, the 
Ladies' Secretary, she states : — 

*I labour chiefly amongst thp poor, many of whom, by paying 
threepence or sixpence a week, are able to buy a Bible, which they 
could not do if they had to pay for it all at once. No doiibt it is 
more highly prized, when purchased, than it would if obtained 
gratuitously. Of course they are sold to the poor at prices under 
actual cost. Many of the people welcome me eagerly, and not a few 
testify to the blessing they receive from the Word.' 

POET ELIZABETH. 
PresidefU, Ben, J, T. Lloyd; popuiaiiQn of PoH Elizabeth in 1889, 15,926. 

The annual meeting of the Auxiliary has been held, 
but no report has been received. Letters from the 
secretary, the Rev. T. Pritehard, speak strongly of the 
want, when he wrote, of fresh supplies of Kafir Scriptures, 
and of the demand for them. 

1 See tlie number for October, 1891, *A Thousatid Miles through South Africa 
loith a Bible Carriage. ' 
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QRAHAMSTO WN, 
Presidentf Bev. if. Norton. 

A letter from the Rev. 6. W. Cross emphasizes a 
matter which is engaging the attention of the Committee, 
— the, production of a cheap and popular Kafir .Bible. 

* Oar books are moving olE slowly. The chief need is for a cheap Kafir 
Bible. We can give Hottentote a Bible for'lOd, but we have to charge 
the Kafir three or four times that sum. 'Now the Kafir is almost infinitely 
more hopeful, from a missionary point of view, than the -Hottentot, and 
he otitnnmbers him by ten to one. There should be a Kafir "Pible for 
a shilling.' 

In July 1891 Mr. W. F. Eemp, one df the Secretaries 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,, made an 
application for a grant of English, Kafir and Sesuto 
Scriptures ^or , the use of the Rev. M. A. !Ma^s, of the 
Bohiva Mission, Grahams town Diocese. These were sent 
and TSfr. Maggs acknowledged them with warm thanks to 
the Society. 

JB'RITISE KAFFRARIA, 
Centra at King fFilliam^s Town ; President, J. Bau Inn$t, E^q, 

Letters of the Secretary, the Rev. H. J. Ba:tts, show con- 
tinued interest, and speak of a considerable demand for 
the Kafir Scriptures. 

MARITZBURG—NA TAL. 

Presidents, His Hx. Sir C, P, E. Mitehell, and Sir J. IK Ackermam, K.C1M,0.; 

population of Maritzburg (1891), 17,500. 

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Auxiliary Bt 
Maritzburg was held in September, the Vice-President Dr. 
Sutherland M.L.C. in the chair. Good accounts were 
given of the work done in providing cheap editions for 
Missionaries and native Christians as well as for the 
* enormous barbarous population,' as Dr. Sutherland 
described it, ' with only a sensuous form of worship which 
might be compared to that of Baal.' 

* There has been a steady demand for Bibles in the English and 
Dutch languages : but the most gratifying fact is the constant inquiry 
for the new issue of the Zulu Scriptures. Some large consignments of 
these have already been disposed of at the low prices authorized. It is 
difficult to see how money could be better employed than in encouraging 
the circulation of the Word of God among the native races of this 
country.* 
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In connexion with the (diffusion and influence of the 
Zulu Scripture the following note from the Bishop of St. 
Helena is intei?e»tiiig :-^ 

* I have received from the Bible Society the Zulu tranalation of the 
Holy Scriptures, for which gift — iuvaluable for the religious instruction 
of Dinizulu and the ' other Zulus sent here with him from Natal — ^I 
return my very sincere ttianks to 'the Society.' 

DURBAN. 
President, B. W, GtyseriAdttt, Esg^ 

The * special feature' of the latest report of the 
Auxiliary at Durban is one also of the best — a ' consider- 
able increase of the sale of Scriptures.' The income, thanks 
to the Ladies' untiring services, is increasing, and a con- 
tribution of £100 to the Parent Society is a welcome 
evidence both of progress arud of good will. 

In the year endii^ November 1889, the sales were j652 14*. 8c?. : 
for the nine months ending August 1890, they were £6S 1^8. 8d. : 
and for the eleven months ending July 1891, they were £89. The 
Ladies' Committee under the presidency of Mrs. J. Henderson, continues 
their zealous efforts and have been rewarded by a lazier collection, 
£107 8^., than in any previous year. The question of colportage is 
still an open one, but it is decided to take action whenever opportunity 
offers 

a 

BiAS^^TOLAAW: 

A letter f)cmx the Rev. A. Mahille of Morija (May 1891) 
gives BOme information oni^he progresa of Christianity, and 
of Bible di^ta:ibutipn among the Basutbs, The year has 
not be^n a speiciitlly progressive one, but the area under 
]^Iission influence is .gradually widening. 

* I enclose a cheque JPor £100 towards what our Conference still owes 
to your Oommittee. During this last year the sales have been little 
above the average. Thel BiWe sells AloWly, — ^506 copies ; 2,159 of Pocket 
New T^Bstataents, 4i,nd 079 of the 8yo edition. Our own Mifi^sion work 
generally speaking is rather slow at present^ but new out-stations are 
being begun. ... The revision of the New Testament goes forward, 
but slowly.* 

TffE TRANSVAAL. 

The Keport of 1891 announced the completion of an 
edition of 3,000 copies of the Pedi New Testament. The 
translator, the Rev. C. Knothe, wrote from Mphome on 
September 7 : — 

M 2 
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' In June la£t, when returning from a journey, I had the pleasare of 
finding eleven cases (1500 copies) of the Pedi Testaments which we 
were so long expecting. All the missionaries are much pleased with 
the hook, and for the native Christians it is a gr^at prize indeed to 
have in their hands this long desired New Testament in their own 
language. On the other hand we are very sorry not to havQ more, as 
they are so much desired. Our own Congregations in the Transvaal 
count 12,000 besides those of other Societies. I request therefore you 
will send us the remainder of the edition — ^1500 copies — at your early 
con /enience.' 

To the L.M.S. stations at Barkly West, Griqualand 
West, 5,000 Sechirana New Testaments have been sent 
during the year. 



§ 23. MADAGASCAR. • 

Population about 3,500,000. TJi^re a>re about 350,000 Pyo-. 
teatants, and 35,000 Roman Catholics. Five-eioeths of the' 
Ma^aay are still Pa^an. 

The annual letter from the Northern Bible Committee 
in Madagascar is this year unusually interesting. It was 
presented at a meeting held in Antananarivo in January, 
when the London Missionary Society was represented by 
the Eevs. J. Richardson and J. Wills ; the Norwegian 
Society by the Eev. Dr. Borchgrevintz and the fiev. J. 
Stueland; the F. F. Missionary Association by Mr. W. 
Johnson ; the Society for the Piropagation of the Gospel 
by Bishop Kestell- Cornish ; and the Bible Society by 
Mr. Stowell Ashwell. Working so harmoniously together, 
as they also share unitedly the Society's assistance, 
these representatives of the agencies in the Island can 
best bear testimony to the value of the work which has 
been done, and for which there is so pressing need. There 
is perhaps no more pleasant aspect of Malagasy Christian 
society than the interest and devotion of the young people, 
and there is much significance in the fact that the principal 
work of the local committee after approving of the report, 
was to ask the Bible Society for a grant of 10,000 copies of 
the Gospel of St. Luke, to be used as gifts to children so 
soon as they were able to read« The accounts of the year 
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are so sure to engage attention, and at the same time so 
^succinct, that they are given without abridgement. 

Details OF Ci&colation. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments sold during 1891 is as follows r 
215 of the large octavo, 4«. ; over 280 of the small 1*. ones ; 7,010 
Testaments, Ad,, and 6,193 of St. Luke were free grants. One hundred 
less of the revised Bible were sold in 1891 than in 1890,- the reason 
being that very few people buy the book except for churches, a large 
number of which are now supplied, and a good many othets are hoping 
the missionary will give the Bible to them; The stock of 1^. Bibles 
was sold out in February, and since then we have had a large number 
of applications for the revised Is, Bible; one missionary says he can 
sell 1,000 when they arrive, and otiiers are asking nearly every day 
when we may expect them. 

We have is^ed more Testaments this year than have been sold in 
any one year for a number of years. This is always a popular book. 

A Glimp8£ of Chbistian Life. 

At a Bible-class held at Ilafy, a central country station about one 
hour's journey from the capital, conducted every alternate week by 
the E.ev. J. Bichardson and a Palace Church Evangelist, at the last 
meeting there were over 2,400 persons present, they bought 1,741 
Bibles and Testaments, and over 1,200 hymn-books. It was said at 
the meeting that every one would have bought a Bible or a Testa- 
ment only there were no Is. Bibles to be bought. 

During the year several young people's. Christiah Endeavour 
Societies have been started in connection with our churches, and it is 
noticed with great pleasure the knowledge that many of our young 
people have of the Bible. At the meetings they choose most suitable 
passages for reading, and in other ways show thai they study the 
Scriptures. 

A Remarkable Bible Meeting. 

About two years ago a letter was received in the capital from a 
distant place telling of the diificulty the people there had in obtaining 
Bibles and Testaments, and the few that arrived there were sold at 
such a high price. On receipt of this letter, a few young men and 
women, earnest Christians, met together to consider it, the result 
being that they formed themselves into a society for the purpose of 
sending Bibles and Testaments to distant provinces and selling them 
there at half price, sixpence for a Bible and tw(^nce for a Testa- 
ment. The basis of membership in the society was a simple belief in 
Jesus Christ as their individual Saviour. Monthly meetings of the 
society have been heki ever since its formation, when every one brings 
money just as he or she can afford. 
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In December, 1891, it was decided it .would be well to have a more 
public meeting in one of the city churches with a view of interesting a 
larger number in the work. Notices were sent out announcing the 
meeting, and as is always the case, one was sent to the Palace Churcb, 
so the Queen came to h^ar of it» made, inquiries about it, asked how it 
was she had not been informed of the existence of such a society, and 
finally she announced her intention of beings present at the meeting, 
an^ of course, where she goes the P^rime. Minister goes* . so they and 
all the Court were piresent* Xho^ p)aQQ ot- ug^eeting was a large church 
near the Palace, an4 a, v^ry large assepibly there Wjas, ceo^tainly not 
less than 1,500 people ; son^e s^y more. Mr^ Clank* aa chairioany bri^^* 
opened thp meetings and was followed by.the two secretaries, who each 
read a portion of the report. This explained thQ origin of the society ; 
also stated that it wa« st^l in its .infancy ;. alluded, to the difficulty of 
obtaining agents in, distant plao&e ; stated that fiOr many months out 
of t}ie two • years there was no sjupply of Bibles or Testaments in 
Antananarivo, so that the number of Bibles, Testltmeuts, aud Fortiou& 
sent out have only beeq 776-; truly a day of sua^H .things. 

The Bev. W. K Cousins; then gave a capital speech, giving most 
interesting details of the work of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. He briefly traced its history from its commencement, telling 
about Mary Jones, the little Welsh girl, and her failure to procure ft 
Bible, (fee, all which is well known in England. He then went on to 
state the number of issues from the Bible House at the present time^ 
some 7,000 daily, also its translation work. Much interest was rouned 
by his showing the book published by the Society- with - John iii., 1^ 
printed in nearly 300. languages and dialects in wbic^h the Seci^^ has 
circulated the Scriptures. Mr. Cousins also gave one or- two raost 
interesting anecdotes in connection- with colporteur work. 

He was followed by. Radanicla (Mr» Daniel), the senior - native 
tutor jat the London Missionary Sociejby College. The subjeet given 
him to. speak on. was the good that the Bible had done in Itnerina, the 
central province of Madagascar. He made a most able and eloquent 
speech, the people listened most attentively as he poured out his words, 
which evidently came from a heart full of love for the Bible. He 
divided his address into the orthodox three headings : (1) The Bible is 
the means of our knowing the true God. (2) The Bible has very much 
reduced and assuaged the sufferings of the people. (3) The Bible has 
helped forward all kinds of progress. On each head he enlarged, as only a 
Malagasy well in sympathy with his subject could. Perhaps his remarks 
on the second head were most effective ; under this, he spoke of the 
comfort there was in the Bible for the friends of those who die iu 
Christ ; how it had lessened the sufferings of little children, many of 
whom were in days gone by destroyed on account of their being boi*n 
on a so called unlucky day, and how it had .•altogether raised the 
pp^ition of women in Madagascar ; and they of all people should 
thank God for the Bible. Under the thdr^ headiiig the speaker 
alluded to all the various agencies.for good now.at work in Madagascar, 
and put them down to the influence of the Bible. 

Mr. Bai^n waa the last speaker. He spoke of. the responsibility 
of Imerina to send the Bible to distant tribaB^ he was chosen to take 
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ihis: subject, because there is baxdly aaj: one, Mklaga^y or foreigner, 
who has travelled so much in Madagascaar as he, so he was better fitted 
to speak of* the condition of the outlying tribes than any one. MoQt 
sadand jeirin some cases most amusiii| was his description Qf what 
he had seeix. In one town b« found every inhabitant, men, women, 
and littr^ childjoen^ drunk. At another town a uEian came to one of his 
meetings drunk. Mr. Baron found out that he was a preacher, and on 
his remonstrating with the people for having spch a man as a preacher^ 
the answer was : *If he is not fit to preach, we have no one who is.' 
But they sl^d they would give him some good advice and strongly 
rebuke him ; they went away there and then to do this, and oai&e back 
saying they had done it ; it turned out they had given him a good 
thrashing. 

Mr. Baron also alluded to. the difiSiculty of getting good men to go 
out as teachers and evangelists to these distant places, and humourously 
remarked that, if we sent out Bibles and Testaments, they would not 
have to ask leave of their relations, but would go without question to 
the place to which they were sent ; neither would they consume any pro- 
visions on the way. In his closing words Mr. Baron alluded to his 
having had a dream while yet. awake, and in this, dream he^saw the 
whole of Madagascar, including all its various tribes, converted to 
Christianity, and needing no more of the various agencies to evangelise 
them. . We shall be gathered to our fathers when that is fulfilled, he 
said, and added that one of the agencies to bring it about will be this 
Society for spreading the Scriptures. 

The. address produced a great impression. The* Qneen and Prnna* 
Minister paid . the greatest attention to all the proceedings. At the 
close the Prime Minister in the name of the- Queen spoke a few words, 
saying what pleasure it had given her to be present ; how much she 
valued 'the work of the Bible, and how interested she was to know that 
snefa. a Booiety was in existence. 

Th^ collection amounted to seventy-two dollars — a large portion of 
which came from the Queen and Prime Minister. 

* 

A Pleasajstt Tjestimony. 

» * 

The following reached us from Mr. Thorne : * A few days ago a 
young. man called upon me and reminded me that three years ago I 
gave: him a, Bible, one of several I had received from Mr. Enoob 
Mellor for gratuitous distribution. * In giving me the Bible/ said the 
young man, * you said to me that you hoped the reading of it might be 
much blessed to me, and that then I should do what I could to make 
known its contents to others. As I was passing the thought occurred 
to me that I» ought to call and, see you and tell you that your wish for 
me has been fulfilled. By God*s blessing, on the^ reading, and study of 
the Bible you gave me, I have become a Christian ; I believe my heart 
has been cmanged and my sins forgiven.' 

Dutmg the year several letters have been received from 
the Rev. H. T. Johnson, of the Southern Agency at 
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Pianarantsoa. Mr. Johnson asks for fresh supplies of the 
New Testament, to be sold at id. a copy ; and for a grant 
of 5,000 copies of the Gospel of St. Luke — ' a most useful 
Uttle book, and a considerable help in our work.' The 
need for these consignments, and the rapid sale of other 
editions, shows a steady demand. The books were packed 
m small cases of 40 lbs. weight each, and on their arrival 
at. the coast these were carried, two by each native, to 
their destination further inland. 



§ 24. MAURITIUS. 

Population, 377,986; colporteur 8, 10; total circulation 

for the past year, 5,063. 

The picturesque little island, from which the Auxiliary 
sends year by year so interesting reports, has a very 
varied population. In some respects indeed Mauritius 
is a miniature of that larger field in which the Society's 
own work is done. The people of European blood are 
chiefly French and English either by birth or descent, 
and there are many half-castes. Besides these is a very 
representative coloured population chiefly Hindu Coolies, 
but intermingling with them are Negroes, Malagasy, 
Parsis, Sinhalese, Malays, and Chinamen. More than 
two-thirds of the inhabitants are now Coolies, and this 
varied population has increased from 183,000 in 1851 to 
360,000 thirty years later. For more than this period the 
Auxiliary has been at work — the present is its thirty-eighth 
annual report, — and the improvement which has taken 
place among the immigrant and heathen people of the island 
must in part be credited to the healthy influence of Bible 
diflFasion. During last year ten colporteurs were engaged ; 
one of them was in the Seychelles, and with the Bible-women, 
of whom two were removed by death, they circulated four 
thousand copies. The spirit of the brief report is admir- 
able : there is everywhere a sense of the high value of the 
work in which the Auxiliary is engaged, and a desire to 
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extend its influence. In feV places is the annual meeting 
more interesting than in Mauritius ; and * if not positively 
as numerous' — tp quote the Bishop's words — 'as the Society's 
own Anniversary in Exeter Hall, it is much larger compara- 
tively and very enthusiastic' The extract's given from the 
report "convey sufficient information as to the details and 
progress of the work, and they reflect the united and cordial 
spirit which prevails. It may be added, as indicating the* 
varied nationality of the Auxiliary's friends, that the report, 
which was read in English and in French, was followed by 
speeches in French, English, Tamil, and Urdu. 

The Yjeab's Wobk. 

The Aitsiliary, with glad satisfaction, reports a year of quiet but 
steadfast progress. Though our colporteurs have ixot suffered so much 
from fever, to the hindrance of work, as they did last year, yet death 
has been busy among the Bible- women, so that this department of work 
has (for the time at least) been 'seriously crippled. And further, owing 
to the threatened epidemic and certain quarantine .rules imposed, the. 
colporteurs of Hate have not had fair course and freedom for their 
duties. 

Sales. 

The total number of sales of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions of 
Scripture was 5,063y sold by the colporteurs, Bible-women, and in the 
Depdt. This total is considerably larger than that of last year, but 
then it includes a free grant of Bibles to* Seychelles. 

In answer to a request from Seychelles, the Committee sent Bibles 
(250 all told) in the English, French, and Malagasy languages. The ship 
* The Sea Queen * was unhappily lost at sea, foundering off the coast of 
Madagascar* The Committee therefore despatched a second consign- 
ment to the town of Mah6. - 



Extracts from Speeches. 

Major As/dey :-^The report which has just been read is satisfactory 
except as regards the Bible- women. It is gratifying to see that there 
was an increa&e in the number of books sold during the past year and 
that the iinancial condition co;ntinues flourishing. With such an ever- 
changing polyglot and poly creed population as this island contains there 
must be a large and interesting fleld for work and increased exertion 
year by year The Parent Society has been of incalculable assist- 
ance to the various Evangelising Societies at work all over the world. 
Now, vast as is the amount of work already done by this one of the 
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noblest institutiona ever organised, theamioant yet remainingi to be 
done is vastly greater. It is said that for every letter in the Bible 
there are still 256 heathen who know nothing- of 'therGospel. Reckon- 
ing thus > we arrive at^a- total ' of 8^0 milliott beingeH-nnore tbao hall^ the 
whple human raeer— wbohave yet to. be reaebad by iiimagenccy ol this 
Society. ^ There.is work therefore: for agea to caDOBy^hexe in. Mauritius 
with its large heathen population, as well as in every other part of the 
world. 

27ie E$v, A. Lagier: — Cen'est^passans'dte'difficalt^s^de'tOHS-genree 

que les colporteurs - bibliques y- propa^nt le. Bivre deiDiea.eb.qpe 
TEvangile y remporte des victoires de pjfus en plug: nombreuses* Le 
jour o^ ces pays liront la Bible qu'on cherche k leur arracher, ou qu'oo 
lenr montre par lambeaux, travestie, d^fig.ur6e, tronqude, ce jour-li, ces 
pays reprendront *posse8sio&- d ' e«x*metoies^ et seront sauv^< SaveB-vous • 
ce qui cr^^ la superiority de certains peuples] N'est-elle pas due au fait que 
TEvaugile est devenule principe r6gj6nirateur et r^gulateur de leur ex- 
istence morale 1 . . . . Ausai voit^on les nations asservies au Bomanisme, 
toutes impatientes du joug et br{ilant de le rompre. On les voit ac- 
cemplir l*une apr^s Tautre leur grande revolution anti-cl<bricale, et 
pareourir, apr^ I'avoir accomplie, une p^riode penible d'-agitationset de 
tiraillements, causae par la resistance et les menees d'un derg^ retro- 
grade. Ne desesperons pas de ces g^nereuses nations-: elles aiment la 
liberte et sauront la conquirir, car elles en voientl*excellence. Le livre 
qn'il leur faut pour s*affranchir du despotisme clerical, c'est la Bible 
avec ses tendances imperissables de vie, de civilisation et de progrds. 
Puisse ce Livre se repandre de plus en plus chez ces peuples et devenir 
peu k peu le principe regulateur de leur existence ! 

The Bishop of the Diocese referred -with thankfulness to the Bible 
Society wherever it was represented, as being 'instrumental in uniting 
men of various sehools of thought and o£ different religions deaomina* 
tions in the one great object of spreading* the Word of; God, tfaerebj 
drawing them closer to each other in Chiiatian love^ After a. few words 
of exhortation to perseverance in* the good work wvhich.had.brou^t so 
miany together the Bishop enforced- the primary necessity: of oherishing 
the Holy Scriptures as a personal treasure given -ta make. each: one frase 
unto salvation through faith. in Olkrist: JeeuEL- 

Major-Gen, HaU : — Any one present mnet feel: that the interest taken 
in Mauritius in the work of the Society is inereaisin'g year by year. I^ 
have remarked a steady increase of members attending each succeeding 
year. . . . We have heard speeches in four different languages, which 
gives one an idea of the importance of one of the chief works of the 
Parent Society, that of translating the Bible into many languages, so that 
it may be read and understood in all parts of the worid. If- we requiie 
four different languages in this small island, it is not diffioislt to under- 
stand what a great number must be required, I believe • 300, to supply 
this wonderful Book, so that it can be read and valued by all people 
and in all conntriea 
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§ 25; E-ASTi APRIGA. 

ReoMT ev^eats-^both. coiojaadaEeial: afid. religious— in 
Uganda* and the ccmntry of the Great Lakes have turned 
unusual'^ attention to Eastern. Equatorial Africa. But ta 
Christiai;! . readers it haa^ loAg.. been abisoi:bingly. interest- 
iAg, a^d.thi© a^ownts. of, the progEesa-of the Universities' 
Missijgme and of the Church Missianary Society have been 
sttidfed' by a^i ever- widening circle. In these one 
sees the, general, aspject of adVajaciAg; Chmtianity : in the 
corf/esppuciwoe with the Bible. Society anjotherrsidei of the- 
wopk, aad a veryi interesting oncy is picbuTed, — ^that dealing 
with^h'e.ppodtietion and the distribution of the- constantly 
increasing, versions of the Bible^ witlxout which the most 
rapid spread . of . Christian teaching wauld.be. insecure, 
Tko- foUowing paragraphs briefly illxistrate this corre- 
spondence, aittd, through it, the Bible Society's position ,and 
services. In addition to these, the paragraphs in the Edi- 
torial Stu:vey of the Year (Appendix- B.), under .the. heads? 
of Bondei, Chagga, Ganda, Giryama, Gwamba, Sagalla, 
Swahili, Taveta, and Yao, should be read; and the follow- 
ing., section from, a valuable paper ^ may form a suitable 
introduction, to the suJ:>ject; 

Em$em ii'i(ywa<mai.4/j***^^~T^ejiawe8 of Kyerpf ^nd Kebmaom are 
now u»iversaJly held m honour, although, in the day^ pr^^ceding. 
Central African research, they WereJaughed to scorn, even by scientific- 
men, wJxen they aunounced the. discovery of . mountains.crowned with 
eqjjfttoj^ial snowfi. These p^ient.plojidipgipaftii laid the foundation of 
Eiaiit African versions,,. • 

Dr. Krapf carefully revised the Bible in Amharic, and the New 
Testament was edited 1by him* in Amharic and Ethiopic so as to re- 
move prejudice by exhibiting the living. langjaagp side by side with the 
ancient version, of the.Ethiopio Ghurxjh* * The Lord be praised/ wrote- 
this. g,reat., pioneer Evangelist of Africa to the^ Secretaries of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, * f9r having permitted me to live to* 
see thiagj:eat work earned out by your Society/ Rebmani;i began the 
Swahili translation, his version of .St, Luke, edited by Krapf , being^ 
publisihed in 1875 ; and the whole Bible has since been carefully 
revised by Bishop Steere and his coadjutois. The Bishop was found,' 
when fallen asleep in Christ, with the final proofs of Isaiah at his side 
corrected and addressed to the printers. Dr. Krapf translated the- 

^ Mr. Morris on *The Chwrch MigBionmy Socitty and thej^Bible Society* in thfr 
K^oMt^ Reporter for May, 18^2. 
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Gospel of St. Luke into Nyika ; and, portions of Scripture have been 
translated by other painstaking missionaries into Galla, Gogo, KagurU) 
Sagalla, and Giryama for tribes in East Africa. Translations into 
Chagga for the people inhabiting the African Switzerland on the 
slopes of Eilima-njaro in German territory, and into the language of 
sultry Taveta in British territory, have been received by the Editorial 
Committee of the Bible Society, who are having them printed. But 
the deepest interest is attached to the Ganda version, for the people of 
Uganda, who have deeply touched the hearts of English Christians, 
and whose avidity for reading the Word of God has scarcely been 
paralleled in missionary annals. When two or three of the Waganda 
converts met the intrepid traveller Mr. BL M. Stanley, he observed 
that they frequently, when together, took from the breast-pockets of 
their coats a tiny book, which proved to be the Gospel according to 
St. Matthew, the only Portion then published by the Bible Society, 
being the first intimation to him of any pai*t of the New Testament 
having been printed for the mission which his stirring appeal to 
England was the means of starting. * One book only of the Bible,' 
writes Mr. Filkington, ' has been put into the hands of the natives in 
their own language, and yet Grod has used such small efforts in an 
amazing way.' If adequate efforts were made, ^ I believe we should 
soon have Waganda missionaries working throughout Central Africa.' 
All the Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles to the Bomans, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippiiins, and Colossians, and the Revelation have now 
been printed, or are in the course of printing, for this interesting race 
by the Bible Society. 

On August 6 Archdeacon Hamilton wrote : — 

* Bishop Tucker has represented to us the great urgency of a large 
supply of Christian literature being available in Uganda, and has asked 
that a supply of 4,000 copies of St. Matthew should be sent out as 
soon as possible. The Church Missionary Society Committee have 
resolved to ask the Bible Society to grant these for the use of the 
Society's mission, less the 500 copies granted by you recently, and 
despatched by this summer's caravan.' 

On September 2 the Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa wrote : — 
* There is an urgent need in Uganda for a large number of Mr. 
Ashe's translation of ^St. John's Gospel in Luganda. I should be 
most grateful if the Committee would grant us in edition of 5,000. . . 
In this matter time is of very great importance. I shall be very 
thankful if the Committee can help us.' 

These were sent, and in acknowledging a further consignment 
the Bev. B. Lang, of the Church Missionary Society House, wrote in 
May,' 1892, to the Bible Society's Secretaries : — 

* Please convey our gratitude to the Bible Society Committee for 
their kindness in granting and sending to Zanzibar 880 Luganda St. 
Matthew, 920 St. Mark, 900 St. Luke, 920 St. John, and 1,880 
Acts.' 

On December 23, 1891, the Be v. R. Lang traniSmitted a request from 
thfe Rev. H. K. Binns :— 

* We have been asked by the Secretary of our East African Mission, 
the Rev. H. K. Binns, of Frere Town, Mombasa, to apply on his behalf 
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to the Bible Society for a grant of 100 copies of each of the Swahili 
Old Testament Portions i^ow in print/ 

•Earlier in the same month Mr. Binns wrote from Frere Towd 
aokBowledging an earlier grant, of Swahili iN'ew Testaments and 
Portions, and speaking of the importance of establishing *a Dep6b in 
Mombasa. *Many of the people have much time on their hands, 
and sit about gossiping on the verandahs, and it might be possible to 
interest them were there Portions or Tratts in Hindustani, Maharathi, 
Arabic, .Persian^ and other Eastern languages.* 

Mr. J. C. Viper, of the Universities*: Mission, acknowledges in 
several letters of the past and present y^ar grants of Swahili Portions 
and of the Gospels in Yao. 

An interesting letter from the Swedish Posterlandfe Stitelsen sho^v's 
what is needed for the Galla oouutry :-r~ ' 

' The Mission ^£eld- at which, from thie beginning of our work, 
we have aimed is the vast Galla country. We dare believe that it 
wa^ by the Lord's direction Dr. Krapf pointed it out to us. During 
all these years, since 1865, we have, not been permitted to enter, 
tliough several expeditions have beenr i^ent. Instead of this many 
Galla men and women, liberated slaves^, come wder our Missionatries' 
care« One of these has for several years beei^ at. our Missionary 
Institute at Stockholm, and has ever since 1882 worked in East Africa. 
There he has instructed the young Gallas, who are living at our Mission 
Station at M'KuUo, and has just now finished the translation of the 
New Testament into the Galla language. Though Dr. Krapf has 
already translated it, a new version is necessary. . . . Now to our 
humble request. It concerns the printing of that translation. It 
must 'be printed at our Mission Press in East Africa if a competent 
corrector, is not to be fouQd in Europe. But would not the Bible 
Society be willing to ^ive pecuniary aid for Idiat purpose 1 ' 



§ 26. EGYPT. 

Population (1882), 6,806,381, including 90,886 Eui^ojyean 

foreigners. Of these over 37,000 were Greeks, 18,000 

Italians, 15,000 French, 8,000 Au^strians, and 6,000 

English. Circulation for the yeenr in the whole Agency, 

22,629. 

In the spirit and tone of recent reports from the 
Egyptian Agency, which includes, it will be remembered, 
Syria, Palestine, and Arabia as well as Egypt itself — there 
is a very welcome change for the better. The sense of 
difficulty and of depression, once so usual, is less evident, 
and a more exhilarant spirit has, to a great extent, taken 
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its place. The air is less confined : the mass of blackness 
which lay so long on the horizon is being dispersed. Nor 
is this entirely owing to political changes. In co&neisition 
with these, but not beeatiae of them, there has -been 
within the last.genetation a very real awakening of thought 
and alteration of mood among the Muhanimadap and other 
races occupying the frontier lands • of 'Europe ahd A»aa. 
Accordingly Mr. Wenkte/'S'pages are the crKywded rfec<5ttJs of 
busy and abounding work, inspired everywhere 'by .good 
cheer and the assurance of success. , 'Thefee hs^ been 
abundance to do,' he says, ' within *he )palrt yieto,>«iid nmich 
encouragement and bleBsing in the endesty^dr -^tb overtake 
it. The whole 'field of the Agency has/be^n occupied in 
some degree, and the good seed has been sown in every 
part of it' !rhe genepal impression miade 'Upotn his mind, 
and the results attained, are inflioated in 'the paragraphs 
which immediately 'folloWi 

I. Circulation and General Aspfeoi? of Affairs in the 

Agency. 

It is deeply interesting to learn, not only tiiat in 
already occupied 'fields the circulation is generally 
progressive : but that the sphere of work is being steadily 
extended. In Arabia — till now hardly touched in its wide 
spaces by Christian agencies — there has been an advance 
to the north : and on the western side of the Eed Sea the 
countries of the Gallas and Somali s and the Abyssinian 
Empire are being opened towards the south. Soon, it 
must be hoped, the field of the Universities' Mission round 
the great lakes will be one of a series of othei's, equally 
occupied and fruitful, and holding by a line of centres 
of influence all the Eastern coast from Alexandria to the 
Cape. 

SUBVEY OF THE YeAR, 

In Egypt the ead^tence of peace, order, and religious freedom has 
given full laoility for carrying on Bible-work. Ignorance, superstition, 
and ungodliness are everywhere. But the labourer is permitted to do 
his utmost to combat these evils, and his endeavours have not been in 
vain. Much has been accomplished by few hands in the placing of the 
Holy Scriptures among the people of every degree and creed. 
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The unique ^tettion df ^oft ^M, t,t ithe mxmfch df the ^tiez Canal, 
has more than maintained fcke vigorous "asefiilness of former years, 
vri\h' the grateftil • result * that, tmtler • God's high blessing, the woi*k on 
the ships becomes more and more appreciated by those 'for *whose 
benefit it is earned on. A '^arm inteuest in 'the ^Society •'Which 
ministers- t^is beneficence is- gradually showing itself bysmalHree^ll 
offerings to its' treasury. 

In those parts of the Agency's district which are immediately under 
Turkish* rale, viz. : fJyria, Palestine, an^ a 'portion of Arabia, besides 
the'wffi-*ki«3wn*tffBt}ran«es 'Which are plawd by the jealous suspicion 
of • the «withoirttTes in' the • way of  all * free ' GJhristiaii 'efEort to 'bless* the 
people of these 'lands, 'nerw difficulfcies were created by thcr^ppearance 
of cholera in Syria *aHd on 'the western "coaSt oftheGEled'Sea, andthe 
breftking out t>f insurreetTon on the iiighlaneds *of 'Yemen, in ATabia. 
Nevertheless colporterar •work -was carried cm --wilihotrtj ^serious inter- 
mission in the 'infested districts of ' Syria, -an^d, 'before 'thp insurgent 
tribes had rendered -access impossible, a good iramber of 'Scrrptures had 
been sold 'for the^fint time in Saiiaa, 'the capital town of the'^province 
of TTemen. 

In Aidenthe'Bocietyts I>ep6t'tn the Camel Market *has 'continued to 
bemtieh frequeiltett 'by Arabs of the town and 'from all parts of the 
interior, 'as "Well as by ^^ews, Abyssinians, and othernationalitxes, the 
first being by far the most nomerons. To all of these 'the Holy 
Scriptures have been diligently read to the illiterate, end commended 
to the attention of t^ose who couWread. ^Many copies harve been 
purchased and taken to homes in the mountains, or on the southern 
coast of Arabia and to the opposite African shore. 

The operations of the Agency have been extended in North and 
South Abyssinia. ^In the former an evangelist colporteur, under the 
Swedish Mission, at Massowah, has been working all the year among 
the famine-stricken people of Asmara and Hamazen, in the highland 
region which is now governed by the King of Italy, with perfect 
freedom and much acceptance. 

On the southern border of Abyssinia, at Harar, in the Galla 
country, a small 'I)ep6t has been opened and operations commenced 
with the object of carrying the Holy Scriptures into Shoa and the 
regions beyond. 

The Emperor of Ethiopia, Menelek, and his consort have accepted 
presentation copies of the lloly Scriptures from your Committee, as 
have also the Governor Geneva! (heir apparent) and the chief Bishop 
of the Ethi<^ian Church. 

The Details of Cieculations. 

An examination of the tables of issues given on next page will shcmr 
thai the distribisition of the HolySisriptures has been steadily progressive 
in nearly every part of the field occupied by the Agency. The advance 
is not observable under every head of details, nor in every locality, but 
the diminution of sales in any one place is not only readily explained 
by lo3al circumstances, but is also more than balanced by the increase 
in others. There would have been good cause for humble gi^atitude 
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and satisfaction had only an equal or even smaller number of Scriptures 
been added to the successive issues of previous years in the different 
parts of a field whose population contains as yet but a small percentage 
of readers. 

The total number of copies placed out in every part of the Agency's 
field during the year 1891 is 22,629, a larger number by 1,918 copies 
than were issued in 1890, and 3,426 copies more than the issues of 
1889. 

Of this whole number, something, less than half or 11,349 copies 
represent the result of colportage labour, the earnest persuasion of 
individuals by a small staff of faithful m^n. Of these sales, rather 
more than half were made on the ships passing through tbe Suez 
Canal, and in the harbour and town of Port Said, in different lan- 
guages, but chiefly English. The other moiety 5,389 were sold by 
native colporteurs in Egypt and Arabia, mostly in the Arabic language. 

In estimating the character of the distribution in 1891, the con- 
siderable decrease in the number of books issued as free grants is 
worthy of note, viz, : — 1,710 copies in 1891, as compared with 2,774 m 
1890, and 5,245 in 1889. The cause of the decrease will be explained 
in the Jerusalem section of the Eeport. The point to be noted is that 
the increase in the number of books sold is much greater than the 
increase in the total issues. Thus, deducting free grants from the 
total, the number of Scriptures actually purchased during 1891 is found 
to be 20,919 copies, while the sales during 1890 reached only 17,937, 
and in 1889, 13,958 copies. A normal advance has thus been attained 
of 2,982 copies upon the sales of 1890, and of 6,961 copies upon the 
sales of 1889 ; and it may be taken as the true measure of the external 
success which has been attained under the direction and blessing of 
Him, in whose h^nds is all authority in heaven and on earth, for the 
extension and establishing of, tl^e Kingdom of God throughout the 
world. . 

' The Cieculation as regakds Languages. 

The issues mentioned above have been distributed in forty-four 
languages, many of which are spoken by those who pass through the 
Suez Canal on the ships of different nations, or by individuals in the 
very mixed crews of some ' British vessels. In. those languages the 
sales ar^ comparatively few, and do not call for special remark. 

^Tablb OF Cibculation in the whol« Aobnoy. 



1 

1891. Bibles. 

1 


Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


Total 1890. 


I 

From Dep6t8 1 1,113 

To Missions 1 1^12 

Bv Colportage ■. 2 902 


1,715 
1,065 
3»607 


3,001 

1,174' 

4,940 

9,115 
1,011 


6,829 

8,741 

11,849 


3,619 

2,982 

11,886 
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The distribution of the issues in languages which take the larger 
number of books is worthy of note, as indicating those points in which 
the progress of the Society's operations in this Agelicy is most per- 
ceptible. Thus, to proceed alphabetically, the issues in Amharie and 
A^nkaric-Ethiopic have increased considerably, indicating the desire of 
the people of Abyssinia for the Word of God, and also the removal of 
all hindrances to its entrance into that land. The number has in- 
creased from 193 in 1890 to 1,695 in 1891. 

Arabic is the colloquial and literary language of Egypt, Syria, 
Palestine, and Arabia. In 1890 7450 copies were sold; in the past 
year, that number with 790 added thereto ; that is to say, 8,241 copies 
have been placed among the people. 

English Scriptures in large numbers are sold to British seamen, and 
also to Mission schools. The advance from 4,648 copies in 1890 to 
5621 last year adds nearly a thousand more to the circulation. 

The sales of Scriptures in Greeks both Modern and Ancient, have 
fallen from 1,139 copies in 1890 to 907 last year, mainly on account of 
the failure of the pilgrimage at Jerusalem. 

In Hebrew and Diglote, 1551 books were sold last year; that is to 
say, 672 copies more than in 1890. A considerable number were taken 
by the Jews of South Arabia. , 

Hinduatcmi shows an increased sale of seventy-seven books. The 
total number, 159 copies, went among the Lascar crews on British 
ships, and traders in Aden. 

Italian books are sold throughout Egypt and the Bed Sea coast. 
497 copies were sold during the year; that is, fifty-five copies more 
than in 1890. 

Of Portv-gv^ae Scriptures, thirty-eight copies were sold on ships of 
that nationality. 

The item of Hussion Scriptures shows a considerable diminution, 
due in part to the prohibition of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem by the 
Tsar, at the commencement of the year. The issues in 1890 were 955 
copies; in 1891, 454 only — a decrease of 501 copies. 

The gradual inprease in the sale of Scriptures in Turkish^ with the 
Arabic character, is a point of interest. Turks are very few, cooi- 
paratively, in this Agency's district, and are nearly always in the 
service of the Sultan of Turkey. One hundred jand fifty- two copies 
have been purchased by them during the year. Some of the purchasers 
were pilgrims on their way to Mecca. 

The Gospel in Many Tongues has proved a very useful m^^aps of 
introducing the Holy Scriptures to a l^-rge class of people, who would 
not otherwise think of pTirchasing a Bible or a Testament. Of th.ese 
little messengers of the gospel, 804 copies were sold in the year. 

II. Details OF Work at. the Principal Centres ani> 
Illustrations^ of Colportage Expsriencb. 

It should be said in this, as in other cases, that much 
matter from the colporteurs' journals is held over for the 
Magazines, and that only illustrative extracts can bo given 

N 
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here. On the other hand all that is essentially descriptive 
of the work and its details is printed in its entirety, and 
every page of Mr. Weakley's reports will be felt to be full 
of interest and snggestiveness. What he says of the lettere 
of Mr. Spilenaar of the Dntch mission at Calioub, may, 
with some modification be applied to colporteurs' work 
generally — ' The picture drawn of the district visited is full 
of dark colours ; alienation from God is everywhere and 
work is therefore a constant conflict. But it is cheered by 
many evidences of Divine presence and blesaiBg and the 
endeavour to put the Holy Scriptures iu the haad of the 
people.' 

ALSXANDSIA. 

The head office and warehotise, which direct the operations and 
supply the wants of the whole Agency, are situated in this busy com- 
mercial city. The local work is done from the Dep6t in the same 
premises. This is reported in detail below. 

The issues for 1891 have been 1,101 Bibles, 1,945 Testaments, 
2,206 Portions, giving a total of 5,252 copies. 

The total of issues in 1890 was 3,640 copies, and in 1883, 2,295 
copies. There has thus been a gratifying advance, from year to year. 

The number of actual sales will* be reached by subtracting the 
gratis issues from the above total ; that is to say, 1,148 copies ; leaving 
4,104 as the sum of the books actually paid for. 

Sales are divided between books sold, (1) to individuals in the 
Dep6t, 1,279 copies, an advance upon the previous year of 380 copies; 
(2) to Missions, 722 copies, 45 more than in 1890; (3) by colportage, 
2,685 copies, an increase of 55 copies. 

The Scriptures placed under the head of Gratis are 259 Bibles, 
439 Testaments, 460 Portions — 1,148. Of this number, 59 slightly 
damaged books were offered to and gratefully accepted by the Super- 
intending Deaconess of the excellent German Hospital in Alexandria, 
for use among the in-patients of various nationalities. The remainder 
were a Missionary Grant to the Swedish Mission at Massowa, the 
proceeds of which will be placed to the credit of the Society. 

Colportage has been carried on without intwruption during the year. 
Of the 2,085 books which passed through the colporteurs' hands, nearly 
half — 1,034 copies — ^were sold among the native population of the city ; 
the bulk of them (911 copies) being Portions. Among a people entirely 
ignorant of God's message of love to mankind, the cheap Gospel or 
Genesis is a valuable means of approachiog their minds and bearts. 
The book is small, and the price is small ; the ventme is ttot difficult 
if a faint desire to learn something of the unknown is awakened by 
the colporteurs' words. For some yeans past, this quiet pH&nting of 
a seed, here and there, in the atreets and lanes of the oity, haa been 
going on without interruption, but not without opposition from those 
who are the Arab representatives of the -Scribes and Pharisees. The 



1892.] JBGYPT.. 179 

fieed will spriog. up and grow we know not bow* Tbe opposition xk)w 
experienced is a token that it is alive. 

On tjie Alexandria Harbour tke ships moored at the Oustoin House 
qtiayis were visited oontinuouFlj during eleven months of the year. 
Four months, by J. H. Sutheria-nd, who succeeded in selling 329 copies ; 
aad seven months by J. Gammage, whose saks were 722 copies of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

The majority of the ships which frequent the port of Alexandria 
do not pass Port Said. They thus form a distinct &eld of labour. 
Although absent from England for a short time only, it seems that the 
opportunity for pressing the claims of God's Will and Word upon the 
merchant seamen is more favooz'able here than in the home ports, 
where crews are frequently changed, and the time between arrival and 
despatch is brief. OuJy in the height of the cotton season does a 
steamer lie at the quay in Alexandria so short a time as three or four 
days. Duf ing the period of discharging and loading cargo, the same 
oMcers and men can be visited again and again at their meal times and 
in the evening, with the result that in mo&t cases those, who at .^st 
were indifferent and contemptupus or even strongly opposed^, becouie 
accessible and friendly. 

In tke daily records of visits there is of necessity much repetition 
of interesting matter in a very condensed form j of which the following 
extracts are a specimen. 

* Yisited S,S. (T — ) ; sold 1 English and 1 Swedish Bibles, also a 
Bible to a Bomanist, who, when I first asked him if he had one, replied 
** No, I am a Catholic and do not read the Bible/' Had a good tinue 
amongst the men reading and talking over God's word.' 

* — Evening, visited (A — t) } sold 2 Testaments to two Romanists, 
had a very pleasant time among the men. When I was leaving, one of 
them said, ^' Come on board again, and havB a talk with us. I have 
never heard anyone talk about the Bible as you do. We did not 
know there was a Bible in our religion." 

* — Dinner-time, on K — again. Sold 2 more Bibles, and had a 
pleasant time among the men, reading to the Bomanists from. the 
Douay Bible, God*s way of salvation as shown in John iiL Not 
infrequently the rough times have been replaced by pleasant times in 
subsequent visits to the same ship ; and the encouragement afforded by 
the sympathy of pious men and officers has been a great help. On tlie 
other hand drinking and gambling, with the countenance of officers, 
have made some few ships quite inaccessible..' 

By the transfer of Mr. Gammage to Port Said on Noveqiber 21st, 
the colportage work in the Harbour at Alexandria was temporarily 
suspended. It is hoped that the Alexandria Harbour Mission carried 
on by the Church oS Scotland may be able to include colportage in its 
operatioi^, aided by an arrangement with your Agency. 

(TAISO. 

Bible work in the capital city of Egypt is divided between the 
British and American Societies. The Mission of the United Presby- 
terian Church of the United States, which has done and is doing so 
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saccessf al a work through the country as far as the southern frontier 
of Egypt, has a distinct department for the sale of books^ and a 
staff of colporteurs, some of whom }abour in and about Cairo. Tour 
Society has for some years made an annual contribution of £95 
towards the expenses of Dep6ts and colportage managed by the 
American Mission, which purchased a certain number of Scriptures 
from the Agency's warehouse, at a reduced price. 

The report of issues directly from the Society's Dep6t in Cairo 
as given below, has no reference to the work done under the man- 
agement of the American Mission, which is perfectly independent. 

By an arrangement with the Church Missionary Society through its 
senior Missionary the Rev. F. A. Klein, a full stock of Scriptures, 
in various languages, is kept in that Society's book-shop. Mr. Klein 
most kindly superintends the business of the Dep6t and the Agency's 
colporteurs, and corresponds with your Agent. 

The total issues from the Cairo Dep6t during the year have been 
333 Bibles, 564 Testaments, 2,169 Portions, together 3,066 copies, a 
smaller number by 397 than the total of 1890. On examining details, 
it appears that sales from the Dep6t have increased by 214 copies, the 
whole number being 117 Bibles, 85 Testaments, 542 Portions — 744 
copies. Missions have taken 66 copies more ^ the whole number taken 
being 381 volumes. There is thus a large diminution in the item of 
sales by colportage, which in 1890 had mounted to 2,618. 

* Near the railway station,' writes a colporteur, * I found a Muslim, 
and offered him a copy of the Scriptures, when he had looked at 
it, he said, ** This is a book for Christians, not for us." Then I opened 
the book and read aloud to him from Matt, xix., beginning at ver^e 
16, concerning the man who asked, " Good Teacher, what good thing 
must I do to obtain eternal lifel " to the end of verse 19, when he 
said, " What is the price of this book V I told him, and praise be to 
God, he bought a Gospel of Matthew from me with great pleasure. 

* I went to the town of Helw&n, and there read to a number of 
Muslims the 46th Psalm, " God is our Refuge and Sti'ength, our help 
in distress," <fec., to which they listened" with great gladness. Thence I 
passed on through the streets and entered a house in which some 
Muslims were sitting. After I had offered Scriptures to them, I read 
aloud Matt, vii., to which they listened with much respect. One of them 
said : " Verily, the book of our Lord Jesus is full of counsels and 
instructions ; " and he bought two copies.* 

Mr. Spilenaar says : * A Syrian of the Eoman Catholic creed was 
willing to'buy a Bible but had not the courage to do so. A priest had 
once taken a Bible from him and torn it to pieces, saying that he would 
give him the price, which he forgot to do. I told him not to be afraid 
when the will of God was against the priest's intention. HU fears, 
however, prevailed. His brother advii^ed him to speak to the priest, 
but he forbad the bargain absolutely. Next day, the Syrian bought a 
Testament which he could easily hide. I explained some texts for his 
comfort.' 

'At S— K — , I spoke to a Muslim, who declared that ail my 'books 
were false. A Syrian, who heard him, cried out, *' These -books false 
and this man a* deceiver I You son of a dog, how dare yott insult a 
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stranger who brings you the Word of God 1 " They would have fought 
but 1 led the Syrian away, leaving the Muslim alone. Another MuaQm 
asked, < Is this the Torah 1 ' (O.T.), then paid the price, and walked on 
with the Bible in his hands.' 



PORT SAID. 

The two great processions of ocean steamers which meet in the Suez 
Cana] on their outward and homeward journeys appear to have been 
even larger and more active than in former year& The rank of steam 
colliers, moored stem-on to the western shore of the harbour, has been 
as full as ever. Small native craft from the coasts have, as usual, 
nestled close up in their snug berths by the Custom House. 

As far as time and strength permitted, every vessel, great and 
small, has been boarded, with the sole exception of those to which 
access was not permitted by the officer in charge. These exceptions 
have been few in number, and the reason of the repulse was rarely 
enmity to the labourers or to their object. 

During the year 3,054 visits were made to the ships passing or 
stationary, and 5,959 copies of Holy Scriptures were sold by the earnest 
industry and persuasion of Mr. W. H. Taylor and his assistants to 
individuals on sea and land. 489 copies were sold from the Dep6t, and 
156 copies to missions, making a total distribution of 6,604 copies, or 
1,009 copies more than in 1890. 

The increase in sales is due in a large measure to the fact that, 
during the greater part of the year, three men were at work, and that 
there was abundance of scope for their labour. The traffic through the 
Suez Canal increases year by year, and now, by the almost universal 
adoption of the electric light, either as part of the equipment of the ship, 
or as portable apparatus supplied at the two extremities of the CaniJ, 
the passage of vessels continues without cessation, day and night. 
Mr. Taylor, in his reviews of the year's work, gives an additional and 
most gi*atifying reason for the expansion of the Society's usefulness at 
Port Said, he says : 'It is pleasant to note the interest we command 
among officers and crews by owe friendly intercourse with them, finding 
out whether they possess Bibles or Testaments, and, by kindly per- 
suasion, inducing those who have not to purchase a copy, and to promise 
to read it. 

' Captains are generally well pleased to advance money due to the 
men in order to enable them to purchase. 

'It is most encouraging to note, also, the interest shown in the 
Society's work by a great number who were hitherto in total ignorance 
of such a society or its operations. This is due in a great measure to 
the plan, suggested by Mr. Gilder, of leaving a copy of the Society's 
Reports or other papers on board each steamer. Good results have 
already followed, and in time we hope for still better. We are often 
met with sudi expressions as, '* Thank God for such a society as yours I " 
''The Bible Society is doing a grand work ; would that, it were more 
generally known 1 '- A captain remarked the other day : '' Yes, I'll pay 
for the men's Bibles — they will keep the drink out of the ship — and 
here's a subscription to help on the work." Another testified before 
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some other captains that, since his men had taken to hnying Bibles, he 
had scarcely any trouble on board. We meet many a man who brings 
out his Bible or Testament with the remark, "See, I have kept the 
pledge and read this regularly ever since you wrote my name in it/' 
These ar« but samples of hundreds of similar utterances, which testify 
to the reality and the power of the Society's work carried on among 
those " who go down to the sea in ships/ 



It t 



The Filobims to Meoca. 

Special importance has been attached to the efforts which have been 
made to reach the pilgrims who, during June and July, crowded several 
steamers bound for Jeddah, the port by which Mecca and Medinah, the 
two holy places of Islam, are reached » Mr. Gilder, who has long 
prayed that an entrance to those places might be opened for God's 
message of love, has again had the dangerous honour of boarding the 
pilgrims' ships, and, by unflinching perseverance in the face of much 
opposition, managed to sell among the pilgrims 115 copies of Scriptures 
in the Arabic and Turkish languages. 

Cholera again, as in the previous year, broke out among the pilgrims 
at Jeddah and Mecca. The mortality was much greater than was 
re;ported in the public press. In Jeddah the crowded sleeping places 
were visited each morning early by men appointed for the purpose, in 
order to gather out the many dead from among the sleepers. 

Mr. Gilder notes, with interest, that among the pilgrims books 
which are given away are returi^ed ; those which are sold remain. The 
following are extracts from hia journal : — 

June 17. — 'Turkish ship, with soldiers, pilgrims from Persia and 
Mesopotamia, and Uzbek Tartars. All respectful, but rigid. Sold one 
Arabic New Testament. Learnt from officer of ship that it is well 
understood among the pilgrims that only half their number would 
return.' 

June 25. — * French boat, with Tunisian pilgrims. An officer spoke 
a few words of English to us in a friendly way. At first a tall man, 
with a cudgel — a sort of policeman — in a faint sort of way endeavoured 
to discourage men from taking our books. There were many old men 
among the pilgrims, and no such enthusiasm for Islam as I expected. 
Sales were : one Arabic New Testament, two Genesis, two Proverbs, 
and five Gospels. Found it useful to call out slowly a Gospel text. In 
one part of the deck there were loud calls for silence that I mjght be 
heard. There were about 400 pilgrims.' 

The Turkish SouxiBav. 

The Turkish troops, on their way to quell the insurrection in Yemen, 
were also visited by Mr. Gilder. On one of these Turkish ships, the 
^Arelftn/ Mr. Gflder had a very rough experience. At a first viidt he 
aoid some Arabic and Turkish Scriptures' to both officers and men. A^ 
more were asked for, he brought books frem the Dep^, and disposed of 
one Turkish Bible, one Four Goq>el8^ three Proverbs, one ArMe 



1892.] 



BaYPT. } 8j3 



Crenesis, and five single Gospels. Mr., Gilder had nearly completed hifl 
round of the ship when he v.ji^ arrested by the military coipmaftder, 
and. made prisoner in the saloon ; his books were also seized. Before 
Mr. Taylor had -time to rejjort the matter. to the Britisk Consnl, tl}|a 
ship went into the Canal, and Mr. Gilder was thrust but of the ship,) 
his books and money beipg kept. Altogether thirtyvniae copies of 
Scriptures were left among the officers and men on tlus ship of whom, 
probably but few will see their homes again. 

DRimKENNEss A Grijat Unemy to thk Work. 

The experience of the Society'^ labourers, on the British and Baro- 
pean ships, is too fttU of points of great and vuried interest to be fUlty 
illustrated in a necessarily condensed report. 

Emigrant ships are well supplied at the home port. The exceptions 
to this rule are carefully attended to. Thus ©n October 9th, the British 
India boat, ' Jumna,' with 380 Italian emigrants for Queensland on 
board, was caire£ully and iqvingly canvadsed for six hou»), and 50 
Italian whole and part Scriptures were sol4 among the tiayeller^, that 
they might learn the way to a better country and- a Father's house. 

Drunkenness is a great enemy to the work, but much less so than 
formerly. One case is recorded where- the chief officer would not allow 
the colporteinr to g^ among the erew^ who had) been drinking heavily 
and wwe violent j another, where a ship had been detained many hours 
at Suez on account of the crew being disabled- by drink. 

There is abundant testimony to the effect of the Society's work in 
checking this terrible vice. Men have come forward with their well- 
worn Testaments, to praise God for His grace, which enabled them 
to break off vicious habit ji<, and of tenr officers ,have< spoken of the changed 
lives of men on their ships, who were formerly notorious for intemper- 
ance and reckless wickedness. 

The Society's labourers are permitted to visit the prison, where 
seamen as well as others are under punishment. A. good^ number of 
books have/been $;old to prisoners of. various nationalities cyid good 
fruit of the visits has appeared. 

On Board the Trading Vessels. 

Mr. Taylor writes : * The extension of our work Ia the small traders 
from different parts of the Levant has been well continued. Visits to 
these have generally ended in a good number of Scriptures beiug sold. 
The sales of the year have been 58 Arabic, 42 Greek, and 15 Italian 
copies. Readers are few on these boats ' 

* The labourers on the banks of the Canal and in the dredgers have, 
when opportunity occurred, been visited, with encouraging results. 
Scriptures in Arabic, French, Greek, and Italian have been sold among 
them. 

The town of Port Said itself, which has been increasing and improv- 
ing with great rapidity and now contains a population of more than 
30,000 souls, is canvassed whenever the stream of traffic on the Canal 
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eliickens for a time. More attention has been given to this work dur- 
ing the past year, and to visiting the establishments on the Eastern 
shore of the harbour ; with the result that 236 copies of Holy Scrip- 
ture, in several languages, chiefly Arabic, French, Italian, and Greek, 
have been sold. 

At the Depdt in^the Place de Lesseps, 489 books have been sold : 
nearly double the number sold in 1890. Mr. Taylor remarks : * We 
are often cheered by visits from passengers and especially from Mis- 
sionaries ; whether purchasers or not they show sympathy with the 
Society's work. A great number have called during the year.' 

' An interesting fact is that many Arabs come regularly to read the 
Scriptures, which lie open in the windows, and the Text Koll which 
hangs at the door. Some have been induced to purchase in this 
way.' 

III. Conclusion. 

It is characteristic of the position held by Mr. 
Weakley and his staflF that it is close beside the great road- 
way between the eastern and the western world. The 
valley of the Nile, for centuries the slumbrous home of 
antiquity — a sort of * sleepy hollow ' visited by few but 
tourists and scholars — has been stirred into a new activity, 
and the shores which once saw the Israelites defiling past 
are now watching the endless procession of vessels and 
the throng of passengers which havei converted the desert 
into a populous thoroughfare. With these changes the 
importance of the Agency and of the work done is 
proportionately increased. How free and how gene- 
rally encouraging that work is the extracts already 
given show. At the close of this section, from which we 
pass to the remaining divisions of the Agency, a sentence 
of Mr. Taylor may be given by way of summary and of 
transition. 

* As we review the past year with its trials and difficulties, its joys 
and its achievements, we cannot but feel deeply thknkful for the 
freedom allowed us on all sides to scatter the precious seed of the 
tVord in so many languages, to be carried hither and thither to all 
parts of the World/ 
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§ 27. SYfilA AND PALESimE. 

Population less than 2,000,000 ; tJiat of PalesPme is abotit 
700,000. CireukUion/or the yeofr^ 5,688 copies, of which 
562 were distributed among pilgrims , arid 2,644 from 
Depots and hy co^portewrs, 

*The missionary occupation of these Bible lands'— 
writes Mr. Weakly in a sentence which sums up the result 
of many a year of labour and of hope, — ' may now be 
regarded as nearly completed, and from the Gulf of 
Alexandretta to the border of Egjrpt and Kir of Moab, 
with the exception of the Kesron4n on the west and the 
Haurin on the east, almost every large centre of 
population is also a centre of Gospel work, and every 
viflage district is in some degree a field for the Gospel 
labourer.' 

These exceptions will not, it is hoped belong maintained. 
The Kesron&n or the rocky fortress of tiie Maronite 
Church is a hold of priestly monopoly of land and 
influence. In the Haur£n the Government, with an in- 
tolerance only too familiar, has closed all Christian schools,, 
and warned off every missionary agency. But the spirit 
of such restrictions is, though slowly and reluctantly^ 
passing away. 

• 

I. Circulation and Surv-ey of the Year. 

Besides the prosperous work carried on for many years 
by the ability and zeal of the American Missions, from 
Latakia to Tyre on the Syrian Coast, and on Mount 
Lebanon, British Missions are pushing forward, with ever 
increasing earnestness, by means of schools, medical work,, 
public preaching, and also by the powerful agency of 
Women's sympathetic labour among the sadly degraded 
female population. 

The work of the Society in Syria and Palestine, there-^ 
fore, has become • associated, for the most part, with the 
active operations of British Missions, and thus fulfils its^ 
high function as their handmaid. 
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ClBCULATION. 

The satisfactory figures which indicate the amount of Scripture 
•distribution in the whole ootmtry, dnfing the paj^t year, will represent 
both the good service of the Bible Society, and the good work of the 
Missions which it server. 

From the several I>ep6t6, the isemes for 1j8&1 ha^e been 1,7&5 Bibles, 
1,478 New Testaaxentfi, 4knd 2,455 FoaNaains ; noJung a total of 5,688 
copies. 

This number is indeed smaller by 1,273 than the total issues of 
1890, which wcore 6,961 copies. Bttt the real test of progress is the 
increase of sales. In 18<90 the free distribution among .the pilgrims 
was 2,754 copies. This number deducted from the total 6,961 leaves 
4,207 c<^ies disposed of by sales. In last year's pilgrim season only 
562 copies were given away ; this nimber tskeii from, ths total iasnes 
5fi8S leaves 5,1^ to represeott the sales of the year ; that is to say, 
an increase over the sales of 1890 of 919 oopies. 

Survey of the Principal Centres. 

In its Syrian field, as in so' many .otlierB, the Society is 
much beholden to the assistance given freely in its work by 
missionary and. other friends. Dr. Van Dyck has, during 
the year, continued his help in Beirt^t : Dr. Martin of the 
Irish Reformed Presbyterian Church has directed the work 
in Antioch : that at Damascus is indebted to the insight 
of Dr. Crawford, while Mr. Wilson in Jerusalem and IXr. 
Yartan in Nazareth have rendered, invaluable services. It 
is pleasant to pay the tribute of cordial thanks and 
acknowledgment of assistance without which the Society's 
work could not, unless by embarrassing eflfort and expense, 
be at all e£Sectively done. 

BElRfjT, 

The iseuBS from the Beirut aiab-aigencgr for the post yeasr h»re 
fceen : - .  

Sales in the Depdt of the Amerixjan Missioii — 

15 Bibles, 27 Testaments, 10 Portions = 62 
Sales to Misdione 496 „ 18S . „ 124 „ » 808 



•^H- 



Total 511 „ 209 „ 184 „ =^854 

r 

Total issues in 1890—634. Increase in 1891— 220 ^0|)i€iB. Uflder 
the direction of the Agency's -oorrespoiutent, Br. W. T. Vtfn Dyek, 
■supplies of Holy Seiiptures in Arnbii.hnye bees forwajrde4 to difiEerfnt 
centres of distribution jn numbers amountiag to 

1,925 Bibles, 1,708 Testam^zitSr 6,524 Portienj;. 
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la the late spring of th& year, your Agent had tke pleMUt^e of 
visrting some of the British Missions and Behddts in Beirilt and on 
the Lebanon, which are aided in the wcMrk'by yonr Society. Thoroughly 
and widely has the knowledge of the Word of God been spread by 
their means among the youth of both fiexes, and among more than 
one generation of Syrian girls. May God pour forth His Spirit upon 
all the seed sown l^ our British lahoiurers, and by cur Amei£can 
irienda, who have toiled so loiDg and so ably for tha people of Syria. 

From the girls of Miss Taylor's Orphanage for Muslim and I>n]se 
girls, QOfiQies a tonobing offerizkg of nearly £2 lOs , out -of i&eir Sunday 
S^ko^ collections for Bibles to 'be i^ld amoDg Muslims at Aden. They 
ktK)w tike colporibenr Ibrahim, Abd-el-Masih, land pray fot him und his 

^mc^ youir Agent's visits the able and gracious lady ^nk9 kaa 
fitkamiged the extazicure op^ntiooiis oi the .Brittish Syrian Soboob wuds 
the death of tlieir fooiider and hear sister, Mrs. Bowan Thom8ott>, has 
iallesk k aideefx in Jesus. ; Mrs« Mentqr Mott was a warm friend of iihe 
Bible Society and of Bible work. Your Agent desires to record his 
vespectftti sympathy with Mr. Motib and Miss Lloyd (her husband and 
sistec) in thfiiar gteeA loss, and with the ladies of the Bditish Syrian 
School, who have .ktst. her. help. and guidazioa in Iheir importoait work 
a,nd weighty responsibilities. / 

ANnOVB. 

The arduous work of replaoting the once fruitful field, whence the 
«eed of the Goepel was carried forth to the Gentiles, now e^overed with 
the thorns and t^sietles of idolatry ii&d mwb^idf, is heing carried for- 
ward by the energy of ^ tlve 'Rev. Dp. James Martin and Mrs. Martin, 
with their faithful colporteur^eirBingelist^ Yakeob Isber. The latter is 
in part supported by a grant of £20 from- your Committee, which Dr. 
Martin thus acknocwiedges em bebalf of hi« Society : * Allow me to ex^ 
press through you the best thanks of the Reformed Presbyteriam 
Church in Ireland and -Sootlaiid, recorded in their Magazi'iies lind 
Synods, to the B. and F.B«S., for their much esteemed and very help- 
ful grants in aid.' 

Although cholera agadn brake out in Ai^tioeh and the imghbouxiBg 
region in June, aad subi^ded in the middie of August, only to reappear 
in October among the towiispeople in a swiftly fatal fortti, the* good 
work of the Gospel was carried on unhiiidered throtrglLOdt the year. 
The colporteur enjoyed good health,. aod his work was pi^oseouted with 
fads usoal industry and zeaL He appeared to Dr^ 'Martin 'to grow still 
more in qualificationB and capacity for the work, in tseal and patietiee 
and a prudent enterprise.' He has hadmuch oppositaeoK to encounter, 
at tin^s^ < with reproaches, reinlings, and ^fvea assaulted.' Qf tbese, I^. 
Martin was an eye-witness, and he adds, ' I thought his patience m 
all those circumstances, and his faithful perseverance admirable/ ' 

Dr. Mftrttn remarks : * We wish the sales of books were many more. 
But I believe I ipay 8«^ we continue to use our best endeavours to pro- 
mote 'theni-. The fact that the proportion of the population here who 
oan read is sbsinall is against the* desired sul^ef^s. From amidst a 
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oommuoity sunk in such ignorance and degradation, it is very gratify- 
ing to be able to report that one and another are exhibiting' good fruits 
of the sowing of the good seed of the Word.' 

DAMASCUS. 

The work of the year, under the Rev. Dr. Crawford's earnest and 
sympathetic management, has gone on quietly, without notable 
incident. 

In October, when the pilgrims returned from Mecca, cholera made 
its appearance, and at once caused panic. AH who could leave the city 
did so, with the result that schools had to be closed and services dis- 
continued. With a few bright exceptions, the Evangelical Christians 
also were carried away by unreasoning fear. The Missionary friends 
remained unharmed in Damascus at the post of duty. In December, 
schools and services recommenced, but the epidemic still lingered with 
diminished power in the city, and with more intensity in the 
villages. 

The report of sales from the De^t, which was closed for more than 
a month during the panic, in consequence of the Depdt-keeper's absence, 
is 53 Bibles, 105 Kew Testaments, and 214 Portions^ together 372 
copies ; that is 33 copies less than in 1890. 

By colportage, 16 Bibles, 43 New Testaments, 213 Portions = 272 
copies were sold ; that is 50 copies .more than in last year, notwith- 
standing an absence of six weeks through ill health. 

The Bev. Dr. Crawford notes a pleasant and promising sign of 
progress ; he writes : * I may mention*an interesting fact, viz : that the 
teachers of the Greek sclu>ols . in the Medan bought a number of 
volumes of Scriptures, along with other books, to be given as prizes to 
the pupils at the close of the school year.' 

The Colporteur Abu-Aziz Dib's journals (most kindly translated 
and forwarded by Mrs. Crawford) gives his experiences in the different 
parts of his district, which stretches from Sudiid (the ancient Zedad) 
in the north, to the slopes of Mount Hermon southwards. They bear 
witness to the gracious working of the leaven of Ck)d^s Word. Abu- 
Aziz gratefully acknowledged tokens of improved feeling towards 
himself. ^ During my four years' work, I can see quite an improvement 
in the way that people receive my message. May the Lord be glorified 
by the spread of His Word in this and in all lands.' 

The Jews also are feeling a sense of wrongness and do not oppose 
the colporteur as they did formerly. 

Among the , remnants of the old Syrian Church in the country 
north of Damascus the precious leaven is* also working. 

There is much in the journals to show that the Smptures are read 
in secret by many of the ruling race, and that ^ey are painfully aware 
of the vigilance which is exercised to prevent or to punish deieetionfl 
from Islam. 

In another place a man told the colporteur that therei were 60 like 
himself, secret readers of the Bible, who wished to be open enquirers, but 
.the recent act of the authorities in imprisoning a man who for twelve 
years had been a member of the Greek community, with a OhristiaJi 
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w'ife and children, on the charge of evading the conscription, had 
alarmed them. They would all emigrate to America but for the 
difficnltj of getting passports. 

NAZARETH.^ 

Dr. P. K. Vartan, of the Edinburgh Medical Mission, during another 
year, has, in the midst of his own pressing duties, most kindly and 
sympathetically corresponded with your Agent, and superintended the 
work of the Society's I)ep6t in JSfazareth. 

The Dep6fc-keeper, Elias Besuk, has had many visitors at the book 
shop in the market place, to hear him read and to ask him questions ; 
but sales to such have not been very numerous. 

The sales, of Scriptures by the Evangelist-colporteur of the Church 
Missionary Society have been fewer than usual, owiug to his having to 
take charge of a village station for six months, during the absence of 
the Evangelist. But throughout his district it is not possible to sell 
many books. In some Muhammadan villages, the sheikhs have been 
ordered by the Turkish authorities to refuse him permission to enter ; 
and everywhere, among the peasantry, the ignorance and poverty are 
so great that only with difficulty can a copy of Scriptures be placed 
here and there. 

Amin AbbUd, however, often succeeds in gathering round him a 
number of people who are willing to hear him read the Gospel to them. 
This is the only possible way of sowing the seeds widely at present. 

Missionary operations, chiefly by schools and medical works have 
now covered the whole district from the Lake of Galilee to the Mediter- 
ranean at the Bay of Acre. 

The Scottish Free Church Mission at Tiberias is carrying ' forward 
the Gospel of the Kingdom among the Jews and Arabs on the shore of 
the lake and in the neighbouring region, where no less than five colonies 
of Jews have be6n planted. 

To the active work of this Mission the greater part pf the increase 
Tinder the head of ^ Sales to Missions ' is due. 

The issues from the Dep6t at Nazareth stand as under : — 

Bibles. Testaments. * Portions. Copies. 

Sales in the •Dep6t 27 ^ 25 52 104 

Sales to Missions 31^ -287 650 1253 

Salesby Evan. €olp.... 6 5 2 13^ 



Totals...... 349 > 317 704 1370 

Total sales in 1 890=855 copies. 
Increase in 1 89 1 = 5 15. 

JERUSAL'MM, 

The * City of many desolations ' is now. the scene of inpreased activity, 
in the endeavour to repair the breaches and restore the works of a 
humanity desolated by sin and left a neglected ruin. In connection 
with or by the side of the long-established Missions, the energy pf 

^ See an.> interesting paper by Mrs. Yarton in tb« Eefpovter iot July, 1892; ' ' 
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devoted' woiBoa is caTryzag* the miiustay of lore and life ihto pkc8s 
lutb«ato batrred by ignorancse and pi^ejudices against Missionary effort. 
And the vast concourse of Jewish refugees haa awakened, sympathy 
with suffering, and presented a wide opportunity for making known to 
them the Grace of the true King of Righteousness ; the King of 
Peace. 

Your Society is the ministering handmaid to all the Evangelical 
agencies at work. It has now no longer any distinctly active work of 
its own except the free distribution of Gospels and the sale of whole 
books of Scriptures to the pilgrims, who are accustomed to flock tp the 
places associated with the events in the life, death, and resurrection of 
the Lord Christ, during tha month or six weeks before the Greek 
Easter. 

The summary of issues from the Dep6t, in the Church Missionary 
Society's bookshop, is as follows : — 

Bibles. Testamants. 

Sales at the Dep6t 469 d80 

Sales to Mis£Haas 91 51 

Ssdes by Colportage ... ^ 

Free Distribution 1 

Totals 560 641 1042 2243 



This total of 2,24S copies shows a falling-oS to the extent of 2,026, 
when compared with the total issues of 1890. But it is due entirely 
to the absence of the usual crowd of pilgrims during the season of 
Lent. The items of 'colportage' and ' Free distribution/ represent 
work done among pilgrims only. In 1890, the number of whole books 
sold by colportage, among the pilgrims, was 165» and the number of 
single Gospels freely given to those who desired them was 2,753, while 
last year only 36 books were sold, and 562 given away. The pilgrims^ 
therefore, took 2,326 copies less. 

The fear of cholera, which had spread through North Syria in the 
previous autumn, and might possibly reappear, led to the prohibition 
by imperial order of pilgrimage from Bussia. Th^ few .pilgrims in 
Jerusalem were either individuals who had remain^ after tt^e previous 
Easter, or those who had come from other than Bitssiitfi porta. Besides 
these few Bussians there were present a number of Armenians and 
Greeks, the former of whom were very glad to receive Gospels in their 
own tongue, while the latter as usual were either indafPerent or acornful. 
A Bulgarian who speaks several languages rendered the Agency's 
Depositary valuable assistance, himself taking a warm interest in the 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 

Missions took 121 copies less than in 1890, while sales from the 
I>ep6t show an increase of 423 copies. 

There has, therefore, been no retrogression in the good work carried 
on under the management of the Bev. C. T. Wilson, M.A., whose 
kindness in rendering such valuable service in si important a post, 
your Agent takes this ojpportunity of gratef uUy aeknowledging. 
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JAFFA, 

• • • 

The Society's stock of Scriptoi^e in Jaffa) Hke that in Jerusalem, is^ 
bj a qordial agreement, kept in the book^op of the C^usch Missionary 
Society, and managed under the direction of the superintending 
miseiionarj. 

The B8«r. J. R. Lo&gley Hall, who has warmly oo operated with 
yrnup Agent durixtg a peripd of nearly seren yoarB, was ebUged to leave 
JaSa for England in the spring of 1891, entreating the sUpmntendence 
of the I>ep6t to the kind care of the Rev. C. B. Nash temporarily. 
The charge of the station and the Dep6t has now passed into the 
e]q)enen<Md hands of the Bov.^T. F. Wolters. 

The report of sales for the year is as under :^~ 

Bibles. Testamenta. Portions. Copies, 

From the Dep6t 91 70 U4 305 

To Missions 175 93 4 272 

Totals 266 163 148 577 

In oo(iKi»diDg this section of the Beport, it »9 to be noted, in regard 
to the figures grran uiMiiar the hmA of 'Sales to Missions,' that the 
beoks BXh wwited^^chififiy for tibe wi%oi sehools tind Mission classes and 
■ervieeB. A vary lac^e pvopovtion of the peop^ in Byria and Palestine^ 
to whom tkft Go9pel is broogbt and medioal aid is given, are the very 
poor and ignoraoitw ' Thes» eam&ot read but can listen with intelligence 
to the reading of tiw Seriptures, when it is aoeempanied by such an 
odDsi simpllfiflatioB as will bring it within the range of their limited 
vocabulary, wkieh oan do littie more than express the thoughts^ the 
w^aDts, and the few erttnts of a Hfe entirdy taken up with a perpetual 
struggle for the aaoans of a bare Sfubsistence. 

To such as these the visBts of the lady missiomaries and the Bible- 
women are an inestisiable blessing ; but not yet can any perceptible 
increase of Ser^urs distribution result from this branch of labour, the 
extensian of which is a notable feature of the present time. 

From Jaffa the transition is made to Arabia and 
Abyssinia, which complete the extent and in their accounts 
the survey of the Agency. 



§ 28. ARABIA AND ABYSSINIA. 

The population of Arabia has been recently eatimated at aibout 12,000,000 ; 
that of Ahyseinia is 3,000,000. CircuUUionfor the year, 2,019. 

The survey in these countries naturally begins with 
Aden, which is the centre of work, and a position of 
exceptional ifiaportance. 
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ADEN. 
JPopulcUwn qf Aden atnd Ferim^ 34,711. 

* This Mr. Weakly calls * the little London ' of the whole 
region of South Arabia and of the adjacent African coast 
Into its inner harbour come native craft with passengers 
^nd products from a long stretch of territory, east and 
west ; and in its cattle market caravans are congregated 
from the inland mountains and plains of Arabia. English 
rule, in giving Aden a secure government — unknown to the 
tribes in their own homes — has also made it a favourable 
spot in which to bring to their notice information of the 
spiritual Kingdom of Christ. 

The Society's Dep6t in the Camel Market is very fitly placed, and 
it has borne its testimony with great efficiency throughout the year. 

As but a very small proportion of the population of South Arabia 
and the African coast can read, the reading of the Holy Scriptures, to 
aU who will consent to listen to th^m^ is a valuable means of spreading 
the knowledge, of God'^ Word among those tribes and peoples whose 
representatives jcon^e into Aden. So far from the efforts of Ibrahim' 
Abd el M^aih to fulfil this pfu^t of his duty having any repliant effect, 
the number of visitors to the Pepdt increases eadh year. 

Ibrahim repprts the number of visitors to the Dep6t during the 
year as 1,868 individuals, and adds, ' The greater part of these listened 
to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and many purchased.' In the 
detailed list which he sends with the report he gives the following 
items : — Of Islam of every race and from difEerent parts of the 
Arabian peninsula, 941 ; of Jews belonging to Aden and from other 
places, 452 ; of Abyssinians from Shoa and BJarar, 281 ; of Indians, 
both civilians an4 military, 63 ; pf JSanians settled in Aden, 31 ; of 
Greeks settled in Aden and the neighbourhood, 25; of • Persians, 11. 
The remainder is made up of English, French, Portuguese (from 
Goa), Turks (deserters from yemen)> and Syrian emigrants passing on 
their way to Australia. 

Not a few Arabs, who have purchased books, come almost daily to 
the Dep6t, during their stay in Aden, to read and ask questions. 

The character of the work done from the Aden Dep6t will be seen 
at a glance in the table given below : — 

Bibles. Tests. Portions, i Bibles. 



Amharic 38 40 38 

Do. with Ethlopic — — 477 
Arabic 66 62 587 



Brought forward 119 

Greek 6 

Greek and Trench ^- 



Arabic and English — — 2 Gujerdti 1 



English 20 3 — 

Ethlopic — — 4 

French ...... . 



 « « « ft « 



Hel?rew 112 

Hindustani 1 

Italian ..! '. II 



Teats. 
118 
24 

1 

9 

I 
• 8 


Portions. 
1,119 

1 


51 

247 

20 



Galla — — U Mahrati 1 — 166 



•Oemuin t. -1 9 * — 



Carried forward 119 118 1,119 



Tntkish — ' 4 — 



totals 251  165 1,603 

2,019 



»». . 
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Of the total number issued, viz., 2,019 copies, 976 were sold in the 
Dep6t and 1,043 by colportage. On comparing the issues of the year 
now under review, 2,019 copies, with those of 1890, 1,052, it will be 
seen that 967 copies represents the advance of the good work. This is 
explained below. 

The permission kindly granted to Ibrahim some time since to visit 
the Government Hospital in Aden, has been continued, and thirty- 
seven visits have been paid to a large number of Arabs and others ; 
and the Holy Scriptures read at the bedsides of the very sick and 
among groups of convalescents, with much acceptance. 

Colportage visits have also been made by Ibrahim Abd el Masih to 
Steamer Point, which is the great commercial and coaling port of Aden ; 
to Maala, the harbour for native ships and business ; and to Sheikh 
Othman, the native colony of 12,000 people, for whom there is no 
room in Aden, situated ten miles away on the mainland. The Free 
Church of Scotland Keith Falconer Mission is established in Sheikh 
Othman, and the Rev. W. R. W. Gardner, the missionary in charge, 
has most kindly interested himself in the Society's labourers and their 
work. 

It is most gratifying to learn that the Society's Dep6t keeper has 
acquired, by his ability and Christian character, the respect and con- 
fidence both of British officials and the general population of Aden. 
The death of his little son evoked an unexpected expression of sympathy 
from all quarters. Many of the Arabs of the town and from the 
country came to his house to ofEer consolations ; and heard from him, 
in return, of *the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of Mercies and the God of all Comfort.' 

YEMEN. 

An interesting chapter of the year is that which gives 
an account of the advance made into this Turkish 
province, and of the sale for the first time of Scriptures 
in its capital. 

When he was visiting Hodeidah, the port of the 
province, in 1890, the Society's colporteur, Stephanos 
Mag^r, was informed by a Turkish official of some 
authority, with whom he was on friendly terms, that 
permission would probably be obtained for the sale of 
Scriptures in Sanaa. The suggestion was instantly 
followed up, and with a stock of books, and alone — for 
every Englishman is in the eyes of the Turkish Govern- 
ment a spy — he started on his journey. At Hodeidah he 
was allowed to transfer his boxes, sealed, to the Governor 
of Sanaa, and arrived there in due course. It will be 
interesting to read Stephanos' own story of his experiences 
both in Hodeidah and in the capital. 
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' The Egyptian steamer from the north had jcnst come in, and three 
ministers, whom I afterwards found to he Bishop Fr^ich, with an 
English and an American missionary, came ashore as I was leading 
the. Government House. I made myoelf known to them, and aoecym- 
panied them round the town. The Bishop preached in the Market to 
the Arahs, but I was not with him, as he hiad requested to he left alone. 
The Governor had seen me with these gentlemen, and sent for me. 
He told me l^at I was evidently an English spy, and that he would not 
let me have any of the books. I answered him that I was not a spy, and 
that I had never seen those gentlemen before to-day ; also that, although 
I was employed by an English Soeiety, it was not a political Society, 
and had for its simple object the circulation of the H(dy ScriptureB/ 

Although a Turkish Bey, who waa present, assured the Gk>vemor 
that he knew the Society, and that it worked openly in Goisstanti- 
nople and all over the Empire, Stephanos was told to leave then, and 
to see the GU>vemor afterwards. ' But,' writes Stephanos, ' I returned 
to Government House next day, and was told to come the day after, 
and so onwards for a week I got no reply but "To-morrow." ' 

At last, on permission, after six days on mule back, the latter half of 
the way through mountainous country, fertile and beautiful — the 
terraced slopes cultivated with coffee, corn, millet, and abundance of 
fruit*trees, such as the %, lemon, and quince, besides the grape vine — 
Stephanos reached the Governor's Palace in Sanaia, and delivered his 
boxes of books to an officer. The next day he asked for an andia[ice 
and was admitted at once to the presence of the Governor, who listened 
to his narrative of what had taken place at Hodeidah, and spoke to 
him kindly, asking him much about the books and the Society. After 
a great deal of formality extending over six days, during which the 
assent of the Kadi and the Council of the Province had to be obtained, 
the much desired decision was granted without difficulty, and recorded 
in the minutes of the Council to the eJ¥eci that these bodes could be 
sold anywhere in the Province of Yemeni, 

With great joy, Stephanos had his cases carried to the little house 
he had hired. The news that Scriptures were to be had soon spread 
through the Jewish quarter j and, before the boxes could he opened, the 
house was full of Jews, asking for books. He writer : 

< The crush was so great that I had to shut the dooffs and only let 
in a few at a time. Before mid-day, all my Hebrew books (about 200) 
were sold, besides thirty or forty Arabic Gospels, which were purchased 
by Jews who could read that language ; and still the people outside 
were clamouring for more. I was as much surprised as pleased that 
the New Testaments in Hebrew were sold so quickly, and had there 
been more with me I could have, sold many, The Jews bought the 
books readily, without asking questions or bargaining ; indeed, all ex- 
pressed surprise at their being sold so cheaply.* 

* The next day was devoted to the Arabs, among whom I sold the rest 
of my Arabio Gospels. I sold also eighteen Arabic 12mo Bibles, but 
complaint was made of the fineness of the type. The New Teetament 
alone they did not seem to care for, but I sold ten. I could have sold 
a good number of London type Testaments, and some hundreds of 
Gospels had I brought them.' 
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Stephanos MugAt left ^ianaa for Hodeidah on February 12, in the 
company of a high Turkish offioiai, who was ceinirniD^ to Constanti* 
nople and travelled with a militairy eaoort. ' He waa very kind all tbe 
way down, and made m& eat and sl#ep witdi him. I landed at Aden On 
February 26, thanking God for all His goodness. aind cacre, aoad for giving 
such an opening to His Werd in that hitherto closed oonntry.' 

The sales on this trip were 110 Arabic, 196 Hebrew, and 17 Greek 
books, m all 325 copies. 

Encouraged by his success, Stephanos returned from 
Alexandria in June in the hope of doing some good in the 
Yemen province^ but after vexatious restrictions and 
delays found himself able to move only when the rebellion 
had broken out and blocked the roads, and cholera, brought 
by the pilgrims from Mecca, had appeared in Hodeidah. 
There was nothing left but to withdraw, leaving behind 
some cases of books, ' a pledge of the future visit he firmly 
believes he will pay.' 



JEBVTL 

During the year the colporteur has visited several 
towns on the Somali coast — Obock, Jebuti, Zeila, and 
Berbera. The two first are under French government ;. 
the latter are on the British portion of the territory. 

In Jebuti only could any considerable colportage work be done. 
It is the point from wl^ence oaravane stapt f or Sboa and Harar j and 
the Dep6t to which the products of GallaJand and Southern Abyssinia 
are brought for transmission to Aden or to France direct by Obock. 
The pop^flfttion of this small but busy place is wholly Bomil and Arab, 
the Arabs being the mere numeocouB. Many Abyssinians eome hither 
and stay for a while ; only a comparatively SKQiall numbeir of whom 
cross the Gulf of Aden. 

The houses are for .the most part mat huts at present, but Bub- 
stantial structures of sjbone ar-e taking their place. Water is good and 
provisions are eheap. The Governor^ an Arab from Zeila, is kind and 
courteous. Thither Stephanos went on September l^h, aooompaoiied 
by Kamil Abd el Masllh^ the assistant of the Eev. S. M. Zwemer, who 
went to gain experience in colportage work. Stepbacios writes : 

*God opened the way here for ffis Holy Woxd.. The Arabs in 
Jebuti are better than elsewheire. They deslire the Word of God. 
There was one exception, a Seid from Hadramut^ who nought to do us 
a mischief, but the power of God warded it off.' . 

On the 25th Septeinber he began his work, selling Sariptures in 
Arabic to the people without di^ulty 'or hindranoe, and being visited 
by them in the evenings at his lodgings, 

O 2 
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' On October 2nd we went about and sold all the Arabic books re- 
maining, as well as twenty-three in Amharic and two in French, before 
returning to our quarters. After this, many people came wishing for 
books, whom we told that none were left, but that if it pleased God, I 
would return soon and bring a good supply.' 

Before returning from Aden to Jebuti, Stephanos was directed to 
visit Zeila and Berbera, in the British territory. He reached Zeila on 
October 15th, hired a lodging and went about among the people, and 
disposed of forty-seven copies of Arabic Scriptures, * praying the Lord 
for His blessing upon these books, which I had placed in the town, 
that the result may be the fruits of righteousness. It is a small place ; 
most of the people are Somalis, only about a fourth being Arabs. All 
are simple folk ; they knew nothing of the things I told them they 
ought to do.' 

At Berbera his boxes were detained at the custom-house, and he was 
forbidden by the commanding officer either to offer books or to talk 
about his business to the people. But before he saw the officer he had 
already, according to Arab custom, taken a protector, a Sheikh of the 
tribe Awlad Ahmed, and conversed with a number of the people who 
came to see him and learn his business. Many of these wished to see 
and purchase the books. But this could not be. 

Subsequently the colporteur was informed by Colonel Stace in 
Aden, with great kindness, that, at least for the present, his work could 
not be permitted in Berbera. 

Colporteur Stephanos Magir returned to Jebuti, November 8th, via 
Perim and Asab, with a full supply of Scriptures, and as he finds ready 
purchasers among the numbers of people who come from the interior 
with the caravans he will make Jebuti his station for the present. 

EARAE. 

Harar is likely to prove a place of considerable 
importance as a centre from which Scriptures may reach 
Abyssinia from the south. The Governor of the .province 
is at the same time nephew of the Emperor Menelek and 
heir apparent to his throne. 

The town of Harar is reached from Jebuti on the Bay of Tod jura 
in about seven days by the caravan, travelling nearly due south from 
the head of the bay. Its position is similar to that of Khartoum on 
the Blue and White Niles, lying in the angle formed by the confluence 
of the rivers. Although the town is about 4,000 feet above sea level 
the climate is feverish, from its small elevation above the water and 
the great profusion of vegetation. But it is almost enclosed by 
mountains close at hand, where a healthy site for a dwelling away from 
the town can be found. 

The inhabitants of Harar number about 40,000 souls, and are 
chiefly Muhammadan Gallas and Arabs. There are also many 
Abyssinians in the place, but of these the most part are not resident. 
On the occasion of a festival or a fair, the concourse of Abyssinians 
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from Shoa and other parts is very great. Besides the population of the 
town a large body of troops is permanently encamped on the hills, for 
the protection of the town and province. 

Mr. Gobau Desta, a native Abyssinian well and favourably known, 
and not liable to the objection sure to meet any European, reached 
Harar on June 24th, with a large supply of Holy Scriptures, to open 
the way for methodical colportage in the town and neighbourhood, with 
the hopes ef extending the work northwards into Shoa and even into 
Godjam. He took with him handsomely bound copies of Amharic 
and Ethiopic- Amharic Scriptures, to be presented, in the name of your 
committee, to the Emperor and his Consort and to the Governor Ba.s 
Makonan; also a large Bible in Arabic, for the chief Bishop of the 
^Ethiopian Church, who is a Copt. 

On December 19th, Mr. Desta writes that the King, the Queen, and 
the chief Bishop had received and accepted the presentation books 
transmitted to them by the Governor, each accompanied with a hand- 
somely printed card in lieu of an inscription, with a translation. He 
adds, ' 1 have been told that all were quite puzzled at receiving the 
books from the English. They cannot yet understand your motive, as 
they made no distinction between a missionary and a political agent. 
As for the common people, I can say in general that the Holy Books 
are welcomed by them. Many grown-up people, men and women, who 
cannot read, are zealous to learn and get themselves taught by 
children.' 

A small Dep6t has been fitted and opened in Harar. At first the 
books were arranged on shelves that they might be seen, * but the con- 
sequence was,' writes Mr. Desta, * that we were troubled the whole day 
long with a crowd of beggars, rich and poor, asking us to let them have 
the books gratis, as we had so many. At present we have the books 
hidden by curtains. Some come and read the Scriptures for half 
the day. 

It has not yet been found practicable to send books into Shoa. 
Mr. Desta has found enough to do in Harar itself hitherto. At 
the date of Mr. Desta's last despatch no formal acknowledg- 
ment of the Committee's letter and present had been received from 
the Emperor. 

The scarcity of food, which prevailed to such a painful extent in 
the northern part of. Abyssinia has reached Harar also. Many people 
have died of starvation, and their bodies been eaten by hyenas in the 
streets. Our friends have found it hard to live in frugal comfort, 
but have been kindly helped by gifts of corn from Ras Makonan. 

MASSO WAH. 

For years past the Society has gladly assisted by 
supplies of Scriptures the Swedish Mission in Massowah, 
and there is good prospect that these may in the future 
be more needed than ever. During 1891 the Mission has 
been able to establish schools, medical work, and evangelistic 
operations in the highlands within the boundaries of the 
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ItaKan occupation, and more recently its limits have been 
considerably extended towards tbe south. A letter from 
the evangelist-colporteur, Mikael Nagasch, whose name 
and work must be known to readers of these pages, is 
reserved for the Reporter. 

Mr. Swensson wrote to your Agent in April — 

' It appears likely that our position in Abyssinia may become 
difficult. Perhaps we shall have to suffer persecution. Bat I do not 
believe this will hurt our cause, but rather forward it. ^ If Gkkl be 
for us who can be against us ) " ' 

Troubles did begin shortly after this was written. The abbot and 
monks of the convent Debra Bissa opposed and ill-treated those of the 
priests and people who favoured the reading of the Scriptures. Bat 
the Italian tribunal punished the abbot for beating an aged priest ; 
and on. another oocaeion when the abbot complained to the tribtinal 
against another well-tried priest, who went about teaching the G-ospel to 
the people^ the Italian authorities made it clearly known that full 
religious freedom reigned in the Italian territory. 

The second half-yearly letter received from Mikael Nagaech, the 
evangelist-colporteur, gives a very favourable idea of his present 
work, and the spirit in which it is carried on. The Rev. A. Swensson 
writes in reference to him, * I trust the Society will retain him not 
only for another year, but for many more, to the advantage of Grod's 
kingdom. Certainly, it is not a great number of books he can distribute, 
still less sell, in these times of deep poverty. But, if we consider 
that it is God's own Word which is sown broad-oast, and that this has 
life-giving power in itself ^ even if he can be the means of only one 
soars salvation, this would indeed be more precious than a whole 
mountain of gold and silver.' 

At the close of the year Mr. Swensson informed 'your Agent that 
so much has devolved upon him in the settling of the new stations in 
Asmarar Hamazen that he is quite unable to give any detailed ac- 
count of the Bible work of the year. He writes : * An exact account 
of the number of Holy Scriptures I cannot give in any case. Those 
which pass through Mikael's hands he notes» but others which have 
been given away I have not noted down. I think the total number 
will be less this year than la«t. The caravans from the interior were 
fewer ; and also the great distress which prevailed, and in a measure 
still prevails, has rendered purchases extremely few. The demand for 
books has, however, increased during the latter months, and is, I 
think, still increasing. The fear of man is great, but I believe much ice 
is thawing. The monks of tlie Debra Bissa convent do all they can to 
hinder the spread of God's Word among the people. However, Jesus 
will conquer.' 

The number of Scriptures placed at the disposal of the Bev. A. 
Swensson, as representative of the Swedish Mission in North Abys- 
sinia, during the year 1890, are as under : — 

245 Amharic Bibles ; 408 Amharic New Testaments ; 
420 Amharic and Ethiopic-Ajnharic Portions. 
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In coasequeQee of the great poverty of tha people Mr. Sweoasson 
is permitted by resolution of your Committee to distribute gi*atis, 
whenever he may in his discretion, think it right to do so. It is Mr, 
Swensson's conviction, however, that only such exceptional distress as 
thafc which has so long prevailed in Abyssinia can justify free dis- 
tribution. 

The Province of Tigr6, south of the Italian territory, is ruled by the 
famous Ras Aloula, whose name is a terror to the whole country, and 
who is known as a bitter enemy to the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. At the border of his country, bdth north and south," we 
stop and wait until the Lord's time for breaking the barriers ahall 
have come. 



I 29. PERSIA. 

Population 7,653,^00, including some 20,000 Arm/emome, 
30,000 Nestoriam, 15,000 Jews, and 8,000 Fire Wor- 
shippers. The remcwnder are Muhatmnadans, 

The report of the year, interesting as being Mr. 
Hodgson's liirst, as well as from its own contents, is to a 
large exteat a narrative of inspection and a programme of 

Sroposed arrangements for the future. On the 7th of 
larch Mr, Hodgson left Marseilles, and after a toilsome 
journey across Ajsia Minor and down the Tigris, arrived in 
Baghdad in the end of April. After two months spent 
there, he passed into Julfa, the little Armenian town 
within a few miles of Isfahan, where much of the Christian 
work in Pecsia is centred. Two additional months were 
passed here in the arrangem/ent of many details affecting 
the organisation of the Agency, hitherto so largely 
and devotedly directed by the Rev. Dr. Bruce, assisted 
by Mr- George Mackertich. November found Mr. 
Hodgson again in Baghdad, where Dr. Sutton, of the 
Church Missionary Society, had kindly undertaken the 
superintendence of local Bible work on the Eev. C. H. 
Stileman's departure, and where it was necessary to re- 
arrange the field owing to the American Mission at Mosul 
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undertaking to work the whole of that province, and the 
new American Mission to Arabia proposing to occupy 
Basra. Christmas was spent on the Kiver Tigris, and the 
beginning of the year at Bushire, which Mr. Hodgson pro- 
poses to make the headquarters of the Agency in future. 
The port is advantageously situated for Southern Persia,' it 
is easy of access, and it is close to the Arabian shores, which 
seem, as they look across the waters of the Gulf, to repeat 
again the old message, * Come over and help us.' 

The following extracts sufficiently describe the aspects 
and progress of the year s work ; the journals of the 
colporteurs, which arrived later, are reserved for the pages 
of the Reporter. 

The Countby, and Aspects of Bible Work. 

At Baghdad I took over charge of the Agency on April 25. The 
Rev. C. H. Stileman of the Church Missionary Society, who ha.d kindly 
taken charge of the Bible work in Baghdad, reported favourably of the 
work and the colporteurs. I find the work going on on the same lines, 
and with much the same staff, as I had left in Baghdad in 1888. After 
a few busy days chiefly occupied in making arrangements of a financial 
character, and in instruction to the colporteurs, I started for Isfahan 
on the 8th May. It is a long ride through Persia; nothing bad 
changed during the six years since I had last ridden over the road. 
The peasantry seemed as poor, as down-trodden, as hopeless as ever^ 
and the ruinous state of the few wretched towns on the road struck 
one with greater force as coming fresh out from Europe. I arrived 
safely at Isfahan on the 6th of June, where I had a kind welcome 
from Kev. Dr. Bruce at Julfa, still absorbed, as in many years gone 
by, in the arduous work of revision and translation. The appoint- 
ment of an Agent for Persia relieves him of the reponsibilities <tf 
general superintendence, and he is thus enabled to devote his talents 
and his time to the very important work with which his name is 
connected. 

At Julfa I found the purely business details of the Agency in 
excellent order in the careful charge of Mr. George Mackerticb, the 
depositary, whose training and business habits have made him in- 
valuable to the work of the Agency in the past. The colporteurs were 
also present, and there was less satisfaction in having to deal, spiritually} 
with some of the details which have to do with the personnel of the 
work. The staff of colporteurs at Julfa is large, as must necessarily be 
the case where the attempt is made to work the whole extent of our 
vast field in Persia from one centre. We are mainly dependent on the 
Armenian Christians of Julfa for our supply of colporteurs. Under the 
excellent training of Dr. Bruce some of them have developed qualities 
which show the power of Protestant evangelical truth when brought 
to bear on the characteristics of Oriental Christianity. We have 
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among them some (Benjamin Badall may be mentioned here) who shrink 
from no danger and no fatigue in the pursuit of their high calling. 
To be a colporteur in Persia implies courage, endurance, devotion, of 
no mean order. Not all come up to the high standard. We must 
'work with the instruments God sends us : and remembering the 
frailties of our mortal nature, endeavour by patience and forbearance 
and goodwill to help and strengthen one another to bear each his 
burden and share of the common calling. 

Position of Affairs in Pebsia. 

The past year in Persia was one of considerable excitement arising 
from the various political and commercial designs which were said to 
follow on the Shah's visit to Europe. It seemed as if the country was 
about to pass through a crisis. The populace in many of the large 
towns, whether the instinct which moved them was right or wrong, 
was stirred to rioting by what they considered the exploitation of their 
country by foreign capitalists. It is well to observe that the troubles 
arose not from fanaticism but from commercial rivalry. There is no 
doubt that this movement throughout Persia (or what was good and 
permanent in it) could be made to further the ends of our own work, 
which is the best and most lasting of all. When I left Julfa in 
the beginning of September it was partly because my plans had been 
modified by these events, and partly because I wished to see for myself 
how some of these schemes, if successful, were likely to become sub- 
servient to our own purposes. If the commercial (or political) centre of 
gravity in Persia was likely to be affected, it would be as well to take 
advantage of the change. I can only mention here that the result of 
this further journey through Persia was that it seemed desirable to 
establish store-centres or depots of Scriptures at two important places, 
Sultanabad and Kermanshah ; and that any attempt to open up com- 
mxmications for our work between South Persia and the Gulf by the 
Karun route must be abandoned for many years to come. The latter 
result I had to attain by painfml experience in the wilds of Luristan. 
.The important Karun valley and the Persian ^Arabistan' will be 
worked effectively (I hope) by the arrangements recently made with 
respect to the occupation of Basra by the new American * Mission to 
Arabia.' Arrangements are already made, or are in progress, for 
occupying the two important towns mentioned above : and then it may 
fairly be considered that the completion of these arrangements will 
effectively occupy the western half of our Agency, between Baghdad, 
Isfahan, and the head of the Persian Gulf. There remains the eastern 
province of Persia, the lower part of the Gulf, and the Arabian coast ;. 
visited hitherto at irregular intervals by our colporteurs : our object 
should be here also to give to the work a more permanent and regular 
character. The future is in God's own keeping, and if He gives health 
and His blessing I may hope to visit these regions : but one year or 
two will hardly suffice. 

The City of Baghdad. 

Apart from the vast surrounding district of Mesopotamia (which 
can now be more systematically worked), the important city of 
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Baghdad itself, with the neighbouring Sfaiah shnnes, crffezv* a. most 
intefiesting field for Bible work. Jews, Turk% Arabs, Moslems, and 
Christians crowd its busy streets, and not a few Europeans of various 
nationalities ; wild Kurds from the mountains, Turoomans from far-off 
Central Asia, Afghans, and Indians^ meet and jostie in the crowded 
bazaar where we hare our Bible shop, not far from the rieh and fwasums 
shrine of Abd-ul-£juiir Gilani, the saint and hero of half the Mosl^ 
world. The converts to Christ in that citj, baptised by the Church 
Missionary Society's missionaries, owe their knowledge of the truth to 
the work of your Society. But I must refrain from the familiar 
theme of Baghdad as a snare to the writer of this report : but -with 
excuse it may be, for it is there that the Bible Society has done its best 
work in these lands. We can strengthen our stakes in Baghdad if we 
may not lengthen our cords. I wrote to you recently on certain plans 
and proposals. It is an advantage to . both Societies that our ^vork 
is in co-operation with the Church Missionary Society. The sales of 
Scriptures in Baghdad for the present year are more than doubla the 
sales of the previous year — the total proceeds being 8,592 piastres as 
against 3,933 ; the total number of issues from the D6p6t bein^ for the 
year 1,307 copies — the greatest issue of any year but one since the 
commencement of the work. 

Thb Colfqbvbub9« 

The journals of the Baghdad colporteurs have only now coxae in 
and they will necessarily be delayed. In the first half of the year the 
men went to Basita by river, and on returning visited the Shiah shxixies 
and some towns on the Euphrates. Colpc^teur Anton and an asmtant 
also went down the Gulf and got as far as Maskat, where they found 
Bishop French. He died shortly after they left. The assistant col* 
porteur, an old man, also died on the way back to Baghdad. The 
captain and officers of the steamer were very kind, and defrayed the 
expenses of the burial at Basra. In the second half of the year the 
colporteurs made journeys into Kurdistan to the towns on the Persian 
frontier, and up the Euphrates as far as the borders of the Aleppo 
VilayaL On their return from the latter journey they were put undLer 
arrest by the Turkish Governor of a place called Rumadieh, and 
marched into Baghdad prisoners. When the xuatter came before the 
Wali [and councU in Baghdad it was seen that the Governor had 
exceeded his powers. The colporteurs w^re set at liberty, and their 
Scriptures returned to them. When they complained (says the journal) 
of the [injustice and harshness of the said Governor, * the pre£i4ont 
answered >that he (the Governor) is an ignorant man.' One of the 
members of council also, the son of the late Mufti, and brother of the 
present one, added, * The governor is an ass,' whioh was all the satis* 
faction they were likely to get. 

From Isfahan the colporteurs have made journeys north, east, 
south, and^west, within a radius of some 200 miles. At Sultanabad, 
when' I was there, two of them had opened a shop in the town and 
disposed of their stock of Scriptures. Benjamin with a«i assistant 
started on an immense journey south-east to the borders of Baltrohistan ; 
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it was to occupy six months. The last news of him came from Kerman, 
where he was in October. My last letters from J*ulfa (December) 
express a little anxiety about him and his companion. The jotimey 
is a distant and dangeorous one: we pra^ Gk)d to hare them in 
His keeping. !Not many . colporteurs will willingly undartaike such 
expeditions as this. Our object in the future, by a little organisation, 
is to avoid the necessity for such long and dangerous (and expensive^ 
jonrneyis. 

Conclusion. 

This report must now coma to an end. It is a very brief and 
incomplete account of a year of Bible work in Persia — one of the 
smallest and youngest of your Agencies, but for diflSculties, both in 
the physical and spiritual sense, perhaps not unmatched by any. For 
the most part a stony, sterile, desolate seene : barren mountains, 
thirsty deseirts ; towns falling to decay ; a people sunken or hopeless 
in this dull misery of poverty and oppreasion and disease ; a creed like 
Islam, a dreadful canker that eats joy and love and human sympathy, and 
the sense of the divine pity, out of the poor human heart. All this and 
more one sees, with saddened eyes, as one goes about the eountry, weary 
us enougk at timeg^ for what comfort is there in it) The comfort and 
the encouragement is only here, that the Bible can do all for these 
lands that it has done for the most favoured nation on earth. Your 
colporteurs and your agents go forth, and trust with this hope in their 
hearts acMl this assurance ; in this assurance and this hope you send 
them ; and then, indeed, the wilderness and the solitary place sbaU be 
glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rosa 
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Population {estimate for 1891) 286,696,960. £eligion 
(1889): 187,000,000 Hindus; 50,000,000 Muhamma- 
doms ; 3,500,000 Buddhists; 1,862,634 Christians 
{Roman Catholics, 963,059 ; Protestants, 535,081 ; other 
sects, 364,494). 

It is a matter for regret that, at the time of going to 
press, the detailed reports from two of the important 
Indian Auxiliaries, — those of Allahabad and Calcutta, — had 
not been received. The imperfect materials which have 
been utilized render the record of the year less complete, 
but this is to some extent compensated by the interest 
of the accounts elsewhere, — in Madras in tlie Panjab, 
in Bangalore, and in Bombay. We see the translators 
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incessantly engaged in perfecting their versions, and the 
colporteurs, with almost equal patience, circulating among 
the people the book which they are more than ever be- 
ginning to welcome and to understand. But the interest 
of the year may be said to centre at Madras, and yet this 
perhaps ^is due rather to the fulness of the details, and 
the distinctness of opinion in the accounts from that 
centre, than to anything exceptional in the case. How full 
of matter for reflection, and happily for pleasure, that 
remarkable report is, the risumS of it will show. And to 
these summaries there is to be added that which follows 
this section and which, in its accounts of the work of 
Bible women and the new era which has come in the life 
of the Zenana, naturally gives large space to India. 
Altogether the picture is an inspiring one, and the mind 
must be singularly unemotional which is not impressed 
by it. The accounts which the reports give are vivid with 
a sense of some great approaching change, and happily 
also with the conviction that it is to be such a change as, 
after a long season of dark weather, comes in with the 
sunshine and soft breath of spring. It is a change which, 
had they but seen it, would have filled the hearts of the 
early missionaries — of Ziegenbalg and Swartz, and Plutscho, 
with rapture, and made the devout spirit of William 
Carey leap for joy. It is beginning to crowd the mission 
stations, and perplexing the missionaries by the demands 
of multitudes who wish to know more of Christ. It is 
altering old customs, overthrowing ancient beliefs, awaken- 
ing unaccustomed thought and hope. What is all this ? — 
for that a new age has come many evidences show with 
ever-increasing clearness. Is it not the dawn across 
the plains of Hindustan of that divine light which 
once brightened the forests of Britain, and replaced the 
haunts of an old idolatry by the cities and the homesteads 
of a Christian land ? 

But with this very awakening of life, it should be said, 
come also, and specially to the Committee of the Bible 
Society, many anxious and urgent questions. The problem 
of the organization of colportage, so as at once to be in 
the highest degree efficient and economical : the employ- 
ment of new agents who may develop more than ever in 
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connection with the Auxiliaries the Society's work : the 
investing to the fullest advantage of the resources upon 
which India is making so many claims, — these are some of 
the subjects which are pressing upon immediate attention. 
The approaching Conference of Missionaries affords a 
special opportunity for the discussion of many matters in 
which the Society is vitally interested, and its decisions 
will be awaited with much interest and hopefulness. 
On the other hand, it is most pleasant to remember that 
the urging of complicated questions means that Christian 
work is developing on every side ; and no one can but 
rejoice that there is perhaps no part of the Society's world- 
wide field where is more evidence of life — of the stir of 
new activity, and the quickening of deferred hope — than 
in India, where so much of the responsibility of Christian 
England lies. 

/. LAHORE, 

The principal interest of the brief report from Lahore 
will be found in its record of translation and revision. The 
colporteur work has gone on with accustomed results, and 
the circulation almost maintains the advance of last year. 
But the most characteristic illustrations of the Auxiliary's 
activity is seen in its editorial section. Versions are ' on 
the anvil,' with the view of giving, 'in at least six 
languages, to various nations the Word of God, — to each 
in its own modem tongue, besides an existing edition.' 
More detailed information will be found in Appendix B. , 
under the heads Gurmukhi, Urdu, and Pashtu. It is 
in connection with this vital work that the Committee so 
gladly give their assistance ; and the Auxiliary acknowleges 
* the usual handsome grants from the Bible Society, 
besides a special grant made by it during the year of £100 
for the revision. of the Gurmukhi New Testament.' But 
from the list of translators one of the most honoured names 
has been removed, and in August last year, the Rev. John 
Newton died. Lives such as his — *so lovely, so 
gloriously occupied, are one of God's best gifts to the 
Church militant here on earth.' 

SUM&IABY OF WOBK. 

The U8tji£8 for the year have been 47,303, — hardly less than the 
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47,841, of 1890. . Of hhis total 42,997 were Portioae, 2,995 Tester 
meats, and 1,311 complete Bibles. The ppinoipal language wae TTrda 
(33,518 Portions), next Panjabi (5,637 Portions), then Hixuli (3,260 
Portions). More than 20 other languages are represented, but in 
small quantities. An exception might perhaps be made for Bngliisfa, in 
which 569 Bibles, 565 T^Ettoments, and 191 Portions were sold. 

It is interesting to note that in 1871, — 20 years a^o, — tiie total 
issue was-only 1,268 copies. In 1881 there were 9,79 3< The returns 
of 1891 compared with these numbers sliew the progress made. 

The Scriptures actually ptMished daring the year have been, — in 
Persian Urdu 5 editions (8t. Matthew, St. Mark, &L Luke, St. Jc^n, 
7,500 ea<^ and Genesis 5,000 copies), Panjab, Persian oharaeter, 2,000 
copies of St. Mark, and Takri, 1,000 of St. Mark. 

The number of Colporteurs who have been employed by the Bible 
Society during the past year has been 4. The number of Branch 
DepositorieB is 12. We have, therefore, altogether, 16 Colporteurs and 
Branch Depositories. The sales of the Colporteurs during the past 
twelve months have amounted to Rs. 11 9-12-10, that of the 12 Branch 
Depositories to Rs. 594-3-2. 

In addition to the above, 9 Bible- women have also been supported 
by the Parent Society, permitted to explain the Word of God to 
the inmates of the Zenanas, as well as to sell copies to those who 
' purchase them. 

Twenty-two other Colporteurs, who are p4id by the Pianjab 
Religious Book Society, and who sell other Religious Books and 
Tracts, as well as Scriptures, have sold, duriog the year, Scxdptures 
to the amount of Rs. 466-8-1. 

 

//. ALLAHAB4D 

The complete report from Allahabad has not, unfor- 
tunately, been received in time to be induded in its usual 
place. What follows is the summary jMpesented at the 
annual meeting. 

From the report it appeared that the work of the Society was in a 
very flourishing condition. The revision of the New Testaanent in 
Hindi had advanced as far as the end of the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians. A touching allusion was made to the death of the Rev. 
John Hewlett of Benares, who had been a prominent member of the 
Translation Committee since its formation. The work of revising the 
Hindi Old Testament had been placed in the hands of the Rev. Dr. 
Hooper, of the Church Missionary Society, and the Rev. Dr. Kc^Uogg, 
of the American Presbyterian Mission. The way might possibly be 
opened for another eminent scholar to join the Old Testament Revision 
Committee, the Rev. J. D. Bate, of the Baptist Mission. Dr. Hooper 
had recently returned to India to take up the work, and Dr. Kellogg was 
expected to return in the autumn of this year. The publications of 
the Society during the past year had amounted to 12*?,568 copies, in- 
cluding Bibles, Testaments, and Partions. Tiie complete Hindi Bible 
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in one volfime is now well through the press, and will be ready for 
issue dn a few months. The Society has undertaken the publication of 
a poctket. edition of the Hindi New Testament in a legible type. This 
edition will probably be sold at the low price of one atina. The 
beautifully printed 16mo. edition of the Gospels which had been 
issued during the year, and which sold at one pice per copy, had been 
a great success, over 100,000 having been printed. It was found 
difficult in the meantime to keep up the supply. The circulation during 
the year had amounted to 93,199 copies, an increase of 34,986 over the 
previous year. This increase alone was more than the total circulation 
-of the Society in 1889. A great portion of the Scriptures was circulated 
by means of a staff of colporteurs employed by the Society. There were 
at present fifty men thus en^ged, besides a number who were only 
partially supported. These colporteurs were stationed in the principal 
cities and towns in the North- West Provinces, in Rajputana and in 
the Central Provinces. 

The report closed with a statement of the financial position of the 
Society. The greater portion of the funds required for the work w^ 
received from the Parent Society in London. During the past year 
Ks. 22,334 had been received from this source in cash, printing paper, 
and Scriptures. The local income, including sales, miscellaxkeous 
receipts, and contributions from individuals and churches, had amo^inted 
to Iis.10,530. The contributions amounted to Bs. 1,768, an increase, of 
Rs. 424 over the previous year. 

///. CALCUTTA. 

The complete report of this important Auxiliary has 
not yet been received. Some deficiencies in the financial 
statement have delayed its transmission, and the more 
general account of work has been held back. This is 
to be regretted : but an account of the annual meeting, 
including extracts from the statement then presented, to 
some extent supplies the deficiency. The meeting 
was attended ' by European and native ministers of 
every Christian deaaiomfination in the city/ and Ool. 
MacNeill, unhappily for the last time, presided. The 
adoption of the report was moved by Mr. K. C. 
Banerji, M.A., B.L., and the Eev. A. Clifibrd ; the latter 
emphasized the preval^it unrest of the native mind. * The 
intellectual and religious unsettlemerit of the educated 
classes in India was/ he said, ' threefold what it was over 
seventeen years ago/ 

The Past Yeab. 

The past year has heen one of steady and progressive work, 
unmarked by any esciting events or mtomentoud decisfoirs in the history 
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of the Society. The chief work of this Society is threefold: the 
preparation, the publication, and the circulation of the Holj Scriptures 
in the vernacular. And there is something to report under each of 
these three heads. 

Translation and Eevision. 

The obscurity and ruggedness of the earlier versions are being 
removed by the great and ever-increasing part in this work taken by 
devoted and cultured Bengali Christians. The committee have issued 
their revision of the translation of Luke for criticism, and are now 
preparing to hand it over to the Auxiliary for ordinary issue. The 
committee have met regularly once a week during the year and have 
reached Chapter X. of the Gospel of John. The continuity of the 
committee, notwithstanding the long period over which its work 
extends, remains well preserved, and it is a matter for devout thank- 
fulness that the revised Four Gospels, as the first-fruits of Bengah 
Christian labour in the field of Bible translation, will soon be ready for 
printing. The work of revising the Scmtali New Testament has been 
a little delayed by illness and other unavoidable causes. The Church 
of Scotland Mission, Darjiling, which is issuing a translation of the 
Bible into NepaU by Portions, is aided by a grant of paper from this 
Auxiliary. The New Testament has been issued as far as the 
Epistle to the Galatians, and Genesis and Proverbs have also been 
issued. The Orissa Baptist Mission is carrying on the work ol 
revising and publishing the Old Testament in Oriya by the aid 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society granted through this 
Auxiliary. 

Ciboulation. 

The circulation of the Scriptures is the thkd great branch of the 
Auxiliary's work, and a system should be brought into operation bj 
which the missionary societies should bear the burden of circulating the 
Scriptures, which go to build up their churches, leaving the Bible 
Society to prepare and publish, on the most generous terms, the 
Scriptures they require. It ought to be mentioned that the "Kbasi 
Scriptures, which are mainly sold among the Christians there, are paid 
for at a high rate, and no grant is made to aid in the circulation. This 
ought to be the ideal for Bengal and all India. The total number of copies 
issued in 1891 is the highest for any year on record. Compared with 
last year, the figures are 116,090 as against 107,303, an increase of 
nearly 9,000. The sales of complete Bengali Bibles and New Testa- 
ments are higher than last year, which seems to indicate a growing 
desire, on the part of native Christians especially, to learn the whole 
council of God and to make a personal study of the Scriptures. As in 
past years, the Parent Society has supplied English Scriptures for 
students who have passed the university examinations. £>r. K. S. 
Macdonald, who is in charge of this work, reports that 480 Bibles 
were distributed to students who passed the B.A. examination, 789 
New Testaments to those who passed the F.A., and 1,863 Luke and 
Acts to those who passed the Entrance. He further notes, as an 
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evidence of the value set upon these Scriptures by those fox whom 
they are intended, that in cases* where the college authorities had 
declined to undertake their distribution, many students made individual 
private application for them. 

Ain FROM THE PaEEJ^T SOCIETY. 

During the year the Calcutta Society has received from the Home 
Committee grants of £500 for general purposes ; £500 for colportage ; 
£100 Roxburgh Fund (colportage) ; £38 4*. for Bible Women ; 886 
reams of paper value £251 16«. lOc^. ; and large supplies of the 
Scriptures in various lauguages. 

The value of these Scriptures was £710 4«. Sd. The total grant 
therefore amounts to £2,100 bs. 6d ThiB aid of the Parent Society is 
given heartily and bountifully, and the best thanks we could give for 
it would be to show in ourselves a like zeal and liberality. 

ir. SANGALOTtE. 

This Auxiliary is the centre of the Kanarese speaking 
people, and an important item of the report of the year is 
the announcement that^ tie revision of the text of the 
Scriptures to which referen<5e was made last year has been 
begun. A committee of seven members, who represent the 
Basle, the London, and the Wesleyan Missionary Societies, 
has been appointed, and several meetings have been held. 
It has been determined to complete the New Testament and 
Psalms before any other part is touched. This work, which 
lapse of time and fuller knowledge rendered necessary, and 
which is only a part of the revision of existing versions 
everywhere going forward, illustrates the desire felt by the 
Society and its Auxiliaries and translators, that no pains 
should be spared to give the Word of God tO' the people 
of every land in the most perfect possible form. In this 
connection the paragraph which immediately follows is of 
much interest. 

Versions and Editions of thS Kanarese Scriptures. 

 • 

I. The New .Testament, translated under the superintendence of 
the Serampore Siissionaries, 1809 ; its printing was completed in 
1817 [at Seramporef). ' . 

II. The entire Bible, translated by Rev. tV". Reeve (Genesis to 
Esther) and Rev. J. Hands (Job to Revelation). This transl?ition 
occupied 16 years, from 1811 — J827. It, appears to have been 
published by the Calcutta Bible Society.' Gospels and Acts in 
1820 : New Testament in 1825 ; Old Testament in 1831. 
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Another edition seems to Eave been printed at the London Mission 
Press (estallished 1826) kt Bellary/for the Madras Bible Society, the 
printing of the !N'ew Testament being commenced in 1836, and that 
of the Old Testament in 1840. 

A Revised Yertion of the Psalms [by Eev. John Reid?] was 
printed in Bellary in 18B9, and iLuke and Acts [in 1843 i]. 

The above versions are out of print, and have been long disused. 
Anybody possessing a copy of either of them is invited to offer it to 
the Bangalore Auxiliary Bible Society, which does not possess a 

copy, 

III. The Revised Version now in use, prepared by a Committee of 
Missionaries of the German, London and Wesleyan Missions^the most 
proijiinent members being Rev. B. Moeglingi Bev. G. H. Weigle, Rev. 
C.^ Campbell, Rev. B. Rice, and Rev. t). Sanderson. It oqcupied 16 
years, from 1843 to 1859. This Yersion (III.) is now under fresh 
revision. 

GlBCUlMkTK>lf. 

The. ^circulation of Scriptures by meapa of this Auxiliary Socdety 
has been s^ac|ily increasing for many years. During the year that 
lia^ noiiF (^Ibi^ed it has again surpassed the previous record. Although 
thd sales 6£ Unglii^h, Tamil, Telogu and Hindustani Bc^riptuties show a 
ilaiyug pfif, %\^& ha» been more than compensated for by mi increased 
sale o^ Kja,naTese Scriptures. The total qirciilation for 4he year has 
been 15,279 Volumes,. (that of 1890 was 13,938), of which 13,035 were 
Kknarc'se, an(i^,244 in other .languages. Less has been done through 
ihe age:iidy* of * colporteurs in the Mysore oountry, but comparatively 
Inew giK)un<l ha$ been opened up in the north of the Kanarese country 
jbowards thg^^l^izam's Doxnifuonj^ through the medium of the Madras 
Auxiliary Bible Society. . 

' 'In'ddditJon to the abov^, the 'fcilowing English Scriptures, the gift 
of'thd Brltiek and Vdteign Bibl^ Society, have been distributed to 
those. 8tu4eAta in the Mys0v0 Province who were successful at the last 
ezamin^tipni^ of the Unipersity of Madras. To Matriculates, St. Luke 
and Acts, 127; to F, A.'s, iSTew Testaments, 34j to B. A.'p, Reference 
Bibles,, 8. Free Grants of Scriptures have also been made by the 
Auxiliary t<!^ the Bangftlore Cantonment Orphanage, to the Wesleyan 
(Children's* Home, the Wedieyan aioid London Mission. tle&ding Booms 
in Bangalore, and to the Refuge Cottage Union Sunday School. 

COLPOBTAQE, 

. I 

Last year a proposal was made which, if accepted^- would lead to the 
gradual transference of the bulk of colportage work from the Bible 
Society to the Missionary Societies. Favorable terms were offeped 
to missi^aries wha should circulate Scriptures through their 
evapgelists and other agents, without the aid of anj coJporteur 
supported by feible Society funds.. Sufficient time has not. yet elai^sed 
to say, wiether the scheme is likely to be generally adopted. A few 
missionaries have been feeling theiir way in the direction suggested, but 
it is too early yet to say with what success. If it should succeed well 
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iuone<>rtii7^ insbances, probably it ifill^be ^i^o^ted intnaAsy {<liM^ict9. 
Owing to the. existence of this sehexBe,'l9omeco2porteur6)i^ps wliiQh.feU 
vacant duriDfg the year ha^ve not beeoi filledi up^ Fourteen colporteurs 
have been employed by the Society, but some of them. during only a 
part of the year. They sold 4,123 Scripture volctmes wiijch realised 
Rs, 2^— d'^lO. This is less'than in tlm^e^rioos year ; biit it te^veemU 
a prj9portiof|at«ly dimiaifihed aanount of eSorit, 

t 

Printing. 

During the year 10,000 copies of St. Mafcthew in Kanarese, and 
3,000 copies of the same Gospel in Kanafi'ese and Sanskrit : also 10,000 
of St. Mark in Kanarese were printed. The Parent Society we have 
to thank forgnuMts of paper to tke an^Lount of ^39 ^, Bd,, as well as 
of .£Bgliab a^ other Scriptures, voituB 4&122 9«. Sd^ 

BiGScxTs or W<mu. 

In a vast population like that of fndia it ift va*y seldom pofsiHo to 
trace the results of any widesspread-GUristiajar eSort like that ftiad$ by 
thje various Bible Societi^. Scriptures, are dietributed far and^wid^^ 
ia crowded markets and Icmely hamlstsr^fiom^tiDdes to the purchaser in 
a book shop, sometimes to th« Musalma^ • worshipper leaving, his 
mosque, sometimes to tho driver of a qart on a high road. The 
miBsionary,' or evangelist or colporteur passes on. the way.^A^ perhaps 
never seies again the person to whom he ^aive tbe^ book of liCe, That 
book is -only one .of numerous InEuences working. JQ tha san^ diveqtiptt 
upon the reader's mind. And so , man cannot tr4.ce its eiSe^t* God 
only knows how far it succeeded or failed i^- the ^rraad oArwhiohit 
was sent. Yet from time to time .facts come to light which show that 
quietly the widely scattered seed is germinating. One su/cb instance 
i3 recorded in the Harvest Field for Deoember 1890. A. iBrahBOiaa 
Convert who has held several useful . and honourabtlie positions in 
Government service, records how he and his wife were led to Christ* 
He traces the beginning of his change of mind to a period seveia years 
previous to his actual baptism. The Bangalore Bible Society in. 187^ 
presented copies of the Bible to all Government Kanaoreee Schools in 
the Mysore* Province. Being at. that timer the headmaster of a school, 
one such copy came to him, and he began .to stiidy it eai^oestily during 
leisure hours. It proved to be the &rst of various influeoees which led 
to his open acceptance of Christ a^ his S^.viour. It is bdUev^d that 
many similar facts might he collected were, not the< - missioaacies fair 
too busy to recorcl thenu 

India has no more important centre than Bombay, and 
it is welcome intelligence that the Auxiliary's work has 
been weJl sustained. The opening sentence of the report 
briefly summarises the year :-— 

* The record of last year's work shows no abatement 

p 2 
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of interest in the work of the Society, but fair and steady 
progress. The nnmber of Scriptures circulated has been 
increased, likewise the local subscriptions, while the revision 
of the Marathi and Gujarati Scriptures continues to pro- 
gress, and a new Dep6t has been opened at Nagpur for the 
Central Provinces. Above all, the Committee note with 
sincere thankfulness that an earnest desire to possess and 
to study the Bible is increasingly manifest' 

Revision. 

Marathi. — The Revision Committee has been at work for several 
months holding its weekly meetings. They have gone over twelve 
chapters of Matthew daring the year. 

Guja/raii, — The revision of the Gajarati version of the book of 
Genesis has been completed by the Gujarati Translation Sab- 
Committee ap to the 22nd verse of the 9th Chapter. 

The Committee have to record with deep regret the deaths during 
the past yeftr of three valuable friends and fellow-labourers, the Rev. 
Dr. Bissell, the Rev. Hormazdji Pestonji, and the Rev. Dr. Shesbadri. 

Minutes expressive of their sorrow for the loss sustained through 
their removal were recorded by the Committee. 

Dr. Bissell was a faithful and devoted missionary, and had been 
privileged to preach the Gospel in the Bombay Presidency for nearly 
forty years. He superintended for four years the sale of the Society's 
publications at the book shop opened by him at Naggar, and took a 
warm interest in the work of the Society, on whose behalf he collected 
for several years contributions at his station. 

Mr. Hormazdji Pestonji was a member of the Gujarati Translation 
Sub-Committee for forty years. He assisted in the revision of four 
books of the Old Testament and three books of the New Testament, 
and in the preparation for the use of the Sub-Committee of a 
vocabulary of the principal theological terms occurring in the Bible. 
He also aided in the revision of the Gujarati New Testament published 
by the Society in 1889. He was an earnest and devoted missionary. 

Dr. Narayen Shesbadri was a member of the Marathi Translation 
Sub-Committee for thirty-six years. He assisted in the revision of the 
Marathi New Testament published by the Society in 1855. He 
superintended for five years the labours of the Society's colporteurs at 
Indapur and Jalna. He was a distinguished teacher and preacher and 
had been privileged to receive by baptism into the Christian Church 
upwards of 1,200 men, women, and children. He was well known in 
Britain and America. 

Printing. 

During the year, under the care of the Rev. Baba Padmanji, 
65,000 copies of Marathi Scriptures were published, an increase on 
the number of last year of 20,500 copies or 46 per cent. In addition 
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19,000 copies of Gujarati and Gujarati-English editions are being pro- 
ceeded with. Among the Scriptures received has been an edition 
of the Gospel of St. Matthew in Marathi, successfully prepared in 
England, bj the electrotype process, at the cost of the Parent Society, 

CiRCULATrON. 

The sales of Scriptures and Portions were as under : — 

From the Bombay Dep6t 40,290 

By the Society's colporteurs ; 16,679 

From other Dep6t8 and by other agents 3,907 

Total 60,876 



The issues from the Bombay Dep6t amounted to 54,218. This is 
more than the nuaiber issued in 1890 by 2,154. Of the number sold 
there were : — 

Bibles 1,826 

New Testaments 3,608 

Portions 55.442 



Total... . 60,876 



These represent 29 languages. In the sales there was an increase 
of 3,783 over the sales of the previous year, or 6 per cent. The 
increase consisted of separate Gospels in the Vernacular priced one 
f)ice each. 

Grants. 

709 Scriptures and Portions of the value of Rs. 110-14 were 
granted during the year. 100 copies of Luke and Acts, 68 New 
Testaments, and 39 Bibles, total 207, were presented to sucoessfui 
students in the local University examinations of 1891-92. The 
recipients do not fail to appreciate the kindness thus shown them, and 
the benefits to them direct and indiiect are many. These hooks a/re 
both read and studied. They are the gift of the Parent Society. 

. COLPORTAGE. 

• During the year we had 15 colporteurs, of whom H laboured in 
connection with the Society for 1 2 months each, 1 for 9 months and a 
iialf, and the rest for shorter periods. They sold at their respective 
stations and on tours 16,679 copies and Portions, realising Bs, 709-8--9i 
whilst salaries, commission and travelling expenses were Rs.2,233-I3-7. 
The sales by colporteurs are less than last year's by about 19 percent., 
and the expenses of circulation by about 8 per cent. The decrease is 
due to exceptional circumstances and irregularity of work. The 
largest number sold was 2,847 by the colporteur in Burhanpur^- The 
total circulatipA by colportage is in no way diminished, as, in adcjition 
to the above, the Kev. A. W. Prautch, who received Rs. 30 per mbntlji 
towards his expenses, sold with his assistants 13,184 copies at various 
plaices. 
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EXTB4CITS FBOM Jj&TTm^ 

' The Eev. J. Douglas, Free Church "MissiMi, IN'agpur, %vrites: — 
* I believe that the Scriptures are being read and the subject of reli- 
gion is receiving greater attention in this city than ever it did. 1 
have come in contact with many who are secretly studying the Scrip- 
tures and other books, and my hope is that this search after tiyth 
may, in due time, issue in a public confessicm of faith in Ohrifit. 

* Every year is deepening my sense of the importance of the work 
l)eing carried on by the Bible Society, and the necessity of Misaionaries 
extending the circulation of the Word of God throughout the length 
and breadth of their districts.' 

* Chandrabhan Salavi, colporteur at Satara, says : — * People some- 
times ask me for *^ Jesus Christ's Book.'' I tell them "Yes, I will 
give it to you," and I hand them perhaps the Gospel of John. They 
-take it and examine the first page and then say, " No, this is not the 
one, Jesus Christ is not in this book." I then give them Luke, and 
this too is* not the one they want. They have seen a Gospel some- 
where, *nd they want the same for themselves, I hand them Mark, 
and after carefully examining the first page they say, "Yes ! This is 
the one, this is Jesus Christ's book," and giving theix pice they 
joyfully take the book away with them. This has occurred in three 
or four infitances, and it has given me much joy ; for the seed of the 
Word has been sown these many years in these districts, and now it 
is beginning to spring up. May God grant an abundant harvest.' 

Th^ Kev. H. J. Bruce adds ; — 'I believe it is quite true, as 
Chandrabhan [says, that the people of these districts are becoming 
more and more eager to read the Bible, and othei^ Christian books. 
The knowledge of the truth is increasing on every hand. The seed o£ 
the Word has been widely scattered. When will the gracious rain of 
tbe Spirit soften the bard ground and cause that the seed ivhich has 
DO long Iain dormant shall germinate and bring forth its pjocfier 
firuit r 

VL MADRAS. 

Tte report from this Auxiliary is of special fulness and 
importance* It is also most explicit afi to the awakening of 
thought and the spread of Christian life. ' The past year 
has been one of marked religious activity in this Presidency. 
. , • In all directions tiiera is change, and unmistakable 
evidence that the seeds of truth and righteousnesfi have 
taken root in the soil. Hindus of all shades of opinion and 
degrees of education, alike in town and country, feel and 
iacknowledge this. ... The circulation of Holy Scriptures 
by this Auxiliary, the highest yet attained in Any single year, 
has kept pace with the progress of Missions. . . The work 
of translation and revisions has steadily progressed. The 
136^6 1 system has been 4^ended and colportagehaa entered 
into new fields. Every year adds fresh evidence of the fact 
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that the Scriptures are widely and deeply read and pondered 
over in seecet ; tiiat their eentente are discussed between 
friend and friend, neighbour and neighbour, in the family 
circle, in the village group, and still more in the meetings of 
the misaionary aod the caiechist. In all directions there is 
a spirit of inquiry abroad which promises gre^t things for the 
future. In cases not a few the first dawn of light on the 
soul, or the full conversiou to the Christian faith, is traced 
to the study of this Book' The paragraphs which follow 
add many details, and show how fully these statements are 
justified. The past is full of enoouragement, but it is to 
the future one turns with expectancy, and, it must ever 
be felt, with a deepening sense of duty. In this connection 
the closing sentence of the report is as just as it is signifi- 
cant : — ' Year by year the missions in this portion of the 
vineyard are enlarging their spheres of action, and in ever 
increasing numbers are receiving fresh adherents. The 
growth of these new converts in the spiritual life, and in 
intelligent conception of the principles, the duties and the 
responsibilities of the faith of Olirist, is dependent in no 
small measure on their possesion of the sacred volume. 
And marked as has been the growth and development of 
the Church in this Presidency in past years, there are yet 
many millions for whom the Saviour died, without its 
pale ; to these must be made known His purposes of mercy 
and love.' 

Tbanslation abd Revision. 

Work has been carried forward, under thia Department, in Badaga, 
spoken on Nilgiri hills, Hindustani, Koi (slopes of the Upper Godavari), 
Mtda^/tUam, TamU, Telugu (on Dr. Hay's death, see the Society's 
Monthly Reporter for February, 1893,) and Tulu. For details see 
Appendix B. 

Sales. 

The total sales of the year have been 174,561 copies for 
Ra. 12,670-9-4. They are distributed as follows :— 
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Comparing these figures with those of the year preceding there is 
au advance ol 618 Bibles^ 5,386 diglott and other Portion volamieSy and 
40,805 single Portions, but a decline of 135 Testaments. The total 
increase is 46,674 copies. This unprecedented growth is due to 
general progress, but chiefly to the issue for the first time of small 
Portions at one pie and two pie per copy, and to the successful activity 
of the Ceylon Auxiliaries and the Parent Society's Agencies in Burma 
and the Straits Settlements. Adding together the sales and the free 
grants the total circulation amounts to 177,417 copies, an increase of 
47,695 copies. 

The proceeds of sales for the year are Rs. 1,159-3-6 in advance of 
those of 1890. 

The Bible and University Students. 

In accordance with the joint scheme of the Bible and the Tract 
Societies, 169 Bibles, 422 New Testaments and 779 St. Luke and the 
Acts have been presented to the successful candidates respectively at 
the degree, the First in Arts and the Matriculation Examination of 
the Madras University. Incidentally the information has come from 
many quarters that the volumes are carefully read and are highly 
appreciated. A few instances are* recorded of conversion being traced 
to this source. The books are the gift of the Parent Society. 

A lady missionary of wide experience in the South Arcot district 
says, * The Committees of the Bible and Tract Societies can hardly 
estimate the far reaching results of their effort to place these volumes in 
the hands of the educated young men. The study of < the books has led to 
a sincere search after the truth. I meet with many well-used and 
well-marked copies. The demand for the Bible is great, and the young 
men are keenly anxious to get hold of commentaries and every possible 
aid to understanding the Word. Only to day a young brahman came 
to me to discuss various points in one of the oompanion volumes. 
Fancy a young man on a subsequent visit apologising to me for his 
style of arguing when he first came, saying, * You see I did not under- 
stand then, but now I see that discussion is of little use — it is the 
book we must read.'* A brahman youth in. whom I have some time 
been interested said to another ** I tell you this, read, read, read, the 
whole book through and you will be convinced of the truth." These 
are specimens of many similar incidents that might be cited.* 

COLPOETAGE. 

The colportage results in connection with the Madras Auxiliary for 
the year ending 30th September, 1891 exhibit slight progress in 
twenty-six out of a total of fifty -five districts, and a falling-off more 
or less in the rest of the field. The Rev. Arthur Theophilus reports 
thus-r- 

The circulation during the year has been 62,614 copies (i» R& 
3,183-1-2, as against 65,062 copies for Bs. 3,268-3-9 in the preceding 
year, showing a decrease of 2,448 copies in the circtdation and Rs. 
85-2-7 in the proceeds — a result chiefly due to the general prevalence 
of disease and scarcity in the greater part of the country, and partly 
to the suspension of my tours as my services were required in connec- 
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tion with the Telugu Reyisfon. Under the circumstances, it is a 
matter fo^ gratitude that the decrease has not been greater. 

The average number of colporteurs has been 49, as against 47 in 
the previous year, excluding the Secunderabad special agency under 
the supervision of the local branch committee. The actual number of 
agents working for a greater or less period has been 55, i,e., 23, 20, and 
12 respectively in the Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam fields. 

Oolportage operations have been opened up in four and abandoned 
in three districts. Six agents have been newly appointed, three have 
been dismissed^ and two have been removed by death. 

Through the instrumentality of the colporteurs, the Holy Scrip- 
tures have been taught as class lesscms or for memoriter exercise in 65 
village schools conducted by teachers unconnected with missions.' In 
not a few schools the pupils have been encouraged by the teachers 
to purchase and read the books at home. Through this channel, the 
non-reading male and female adults also are often introduced to -an 
acquaintance with the Word of God; 

Then gents have visited villages and hamlets on 22,907 occasions, 
travelled 77,062 miles and made 255,178 house-to-house visitations. 
Advantnge has been, as usual, tftken of the weekly markets and 
religious festivals held in the several districts. 

Popular Feeling about Christianity and the Bible. 

Regarding the present day position of Hindus towards the Bible 
and its iufluence among them, the Key. M. Phillips, who, after a 
missionary career of thirty years, can speak with some authority 
says, — 

* The attitude of educated Hindus towards the Bible and Chris- 
tianity differs according to the locality where they have been educated 
and the influences under which the have been brought up. 

* In provincial towns they often show great interest in reading the 
Bible and in listening to fin exposition of Christian- doctrines. Many 
of them candidly confess their belief in the superiority of the Bible as 
a bbok-revelation to all other sacred books ; and a few are so thoroughly 
convinced of it being the only true book-i*evelation that they would 
gladly adopt it as such, were it not for fear of the consequences 
involved in giving up the ancestral religion, which now consists chiefly 
in the ob>:ervance of the rules of caste. I have had many interesting 
talks with such and have longed- for an outpouring of the Spirit to 
help them to brave all fop" the sake of the truth. 

* In the city of Madras I find that the educated, as a rule, pretend 
to despise the Bible, and profess to find the Theism and the morality 
which they have fotind in English literature, based on the Bible, in 
their old sacred books. ' I ascribe this partly to the evil surroundings 
of « large city, and partly to Hhe fact that they have not come much 
in- contact* with missionaries ' acquainted with their langoage and 
literature. Hence they have got into the habit of saying that the 
truths of the Bible are found in their own Tedas. Some of the leaders 
among them have often told pie that the Vedas are the sources whence 
the Bible was compiled I 
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' Still the great revival of Hinduism an4 the oppOBition ^rganieed 
against Christianity four years a^o, in conoequenee of_ vernaoalair 
street preaching, have awakened interest far and wide in t^e Word of 
God^ many buying ajid reading it in order to see what it contains/ 

The following testimony is borne by a Hative Christian. gentLem(axi« 
Mr. B. ^tthianadhan» M.A., LL.B.^ who has vea^ opportunitijefi of 
forming a correct opinion of the religipus views of bis countrymen : — 

* There can be nothing in coQimon between Christianity and 
Hinduism as the latter is un(i6i*atood by the vast miaJQitty of its 
professors; and the questicHi of the attitude of edi^cated Hindus 
towards the Bible and Christianity is therefore partly answered by 
the other question, viz,, the attitude of the educated Hindus towards 
their own Shastras and their own religion^ One of the most 
conspicuous features of the present day Hindu thought is, the bold 
and honest expression of dissatisfaction with their own religion on the 
part of the educated classes. Thecre is juat a handful of well 
intentioned patriots who dream- of restoring to India the aiiieiBSLt 
vedic religion, but it is a fact worthy of nojbe that the grl(atest 
oj^sition to tJie efforts of such men has come from within the Hindu 
eamp. Beplying to Dewan Bahadur Bagponatha Bolt's Appeal to his 
countrymen to follow the " pure and aaicient^aith " of India, a Hindu 
gentleman says : " To preach a narrow, illiberal religion, which offers 
hope and salvation to some,, and despair and degradation to many, is 
to fight with the spirit of the age, to know sooner or later that we 
have fought in vain.'' *^ Hinduism,'' writes another who was a priest 
and preacher of that religion, but still not a Christian^ '^ is now on its 
death-ibed... .«.! loved Hinduism once, but now I am ^uite sure that an 
educated and right thinking native of India cannot conscientiously 
follow HinduiBm in all its aspects in the proper senae of the term." 
Scarcely a day passes without some of the leading native organs 
containing some attack or other on the Hindu reli^gion. 

' The foundations of Hinduism are being undermined by itg own 
followers and this is the result of Christian influence. I -know from 
personal knowledge that the Bible is read most diligently, by a very 
large number of educated Hindus. There is an earnest se^^rch after 
truth. The success of missionaries in raising aoid elevating the lower 
castes and classes has made the educated Hindu confess that it is the 
religion of Christ that preaches the true brotherhood of man. The 
opposition to Christianity is not so vigorous as it was a few years ago* " 
« I congratulate you," said a leadij^ Hindu genilfiman the other day, 
to a young brahman convert, " o^ your ohange of faith. I wish others 
of our countrymen would be likewise true to their conviction^."' I 
admit that the material zin^ tendency of western civilisation has 
resulted in a great deal of. indifference and saeptidsin^ and such a 
result must be expected in a sta^e of transition, but those who are 
eagerly scrutinizing the signs of the times cannot help noticing the 
working of the hidden leaven- of Chriatia«ity;. The force has beea 
inserted, the^tir and recovery have begun, and the influenoe is spreading 
from point to point, and if we only hold on ^ith opn'fidjqnce i|nd wait 
and believe and piray, it .wUl/no^ be long b^foi^ iwe- shall $ee the whole 
lump leavened." i ,. -., . / • 
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§ 81. BIBLEWOMEN IN THE EAST. 

The salient marks of progress in this interesting and 
unique branch of the So6iety'« operations, so far as they 
can be expressed in figures, have -already been mentioned 
in the introductory section of this Report. The subjoined 
table gives the details from which the encouraging totals 
arise, When the year 1890-91 is compared with its pre- 
decessors, steady advance will be observed iu nearly every 
particular. There is a gratifying increase in the number 
of Biblewomen at work, in the number of Eastern women 
who heard the Word of God from their lips, in the number 
of them taught to read the Bible for themselves, and in the 
copies of at least a book of Holy Scripture circulated 
through this instrumentality among those who could not 
otherwise be reached. The average cost to the Society 
was under £6 1 5s. per Biblewoman last year. 

Provisional grants were again placed at the disposal of 
27 Societies. Special circumstances rendered one of these 
unable to utilise its grant. Another, — the Mauritius 
Auxiliary Bible Society, — had the misfortune, early in the 
grant year, to lose in rapid succession two of its ex- 
perienced and successful Biblewomen. It has been found 
very difficult to replace them. The decreased sales due to 
this loss more than account for the decrease in the total 
proceeds of sales (so far as returned) for 1890-91 as com- 
pared with 1889-90. 

It must be added, as a caution for readers in the West, 
that any calculation founded on these* proceeds of sales 
for the purpose of comparing the value of the books sold 
with the cost of selling them, would be misleading. The 
figures, as reported, are incomplete, and the selling-price is 
far below the actual cost of the books, — to say nothing of 
the missicmary and spiritual value of the intercourse which 
brought about the sale. 

The 364 Biblewomen were distributed geographically 
thus: — India ^ 247, Ceylon 74, Syria and Palestine 17, 
Egypt 14, Cihina 7, MsiuritiuB and Seychelles 4. 

^ In Bengal, Behar, Chota l^agpnr, Orissa and Assam, 107 ; Madras Presidency, 
with Mysore, Cochin and Travancore, 86 ; Bombay Presidency, with Sindh, 21 ; 
Panjab, 16 ; North- West Provinces, 9 ; Central India, 7 ; Burma, 2 ; Total, 247. 
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Society- 




1. Propagation of the Gospel 

2. Lakes' Association, S.r.G 

3. Church Missionary (including 

three arrear grants) 

4. Church of' England Zenana 

Missionary , 

6. liOndon Missionaiy, Ladies' 
Committee 

6. VVesleyan Missionary 

7. Wesleyan Missionary, Ladies' 

Auxiliary 

8. Baptist Missionary, Ladies* 

Association 

9. Baptist Missionary, vice General 

Baptist Missionary 

10. Zenana Bible and Medical 

Mission 

11. British Syrian Schools and 

Bible Mission 

12. London Bible and Domestic 

Female Mission 

1 3. Presbyterian Church of Ireland, 

Foreign Missions, Female 
Association 

14. .Welsh Calvioistic Methodist 

Mission 

15. American United Presbyterian 

Mission (Egypt) ,..., 

16. Miss Wha^ely 's Anglo-Egyptian 

Mission 

17. (Berlin) Cessna's Mission (N. 

India) '. 

18. Basel Evangelical Mission (S. 

India) 

19. Banish Mission in Madras 

20. Pan j ab Bible Auxiliary 

21. Jaffna Bible Auxiliary 

22. Colombo Bible Auxiliary 

23. Calcutta Bible Auxiliary 

24. Mauritius Bible Auxiliary 

25. Free Church of Scotland, Ladies' 

26. Kandy Bible Auxiliary 

27. Reformed Presbyterian Synod 

(Ireland),. Foreigxt Missiim... 

4 

. a ■■^■■■B l^^»  t-.,..^»>»fc^l »*.- 

Total for 1890-91 

Total for 1889-90 

Total for 1888-89 



11 
17 

14 

12 

13 

13 

17 
11 

9 
19 
12 
20 

4 
19 
14 

1 
30 



364 
340 
314 



ATeng0 
Number of 
Women 
per week 
to whom 
tbayread 
the Bible. 



703 
1,108 

895 

886 

005 
545 

1,822 

1,074 

418 
1,424 

750 
1,716 

123 

605 
445 

468 



20 


561 


3 


187 


9 


567 


52 


1,477 


18 


860 


XI 


- 892 


4 


51 


9 


919 


6 


90 



18,742 
17,881 
15,030 



, OSS 

I 

A firm 

goo 
g,a.o 



104 
109 



Copies Criyen. 



S 



7 
•6 



28 31 

I 

48 ' — 

74 ' — 
93 . 2 

155 — 



4 ' - 

100 ; 12 

I 

2 I 16 

85 



116 — 



75 



31 

10 

6 

133 

100 

54 



6 



36 
6 



50 — 



1,374 
1,331 
1,632 



6 

1 



96 

00 

209 



8 

S 



10 

22 

11 

4 
9 

41 



19 

12 

4 



II i 



12 



1 

4 

11 



09 



s 



88 
181 

52 

110 

210. 
83 

168 
50 
19 

302 
1 

152 

192 

9 



t 



Total. 



_ I 

I 

22 

142 

6 

297 

188 

26 



10 



209 
120 
390 



87 

20 



I 



102 
153 

105 

121 

220 

d4 

209 

50 

19 
333 

29 
158 

201 ; 

20 
9 



1 



17 

22 
143 

10 
308 
190 

27 



S3 
21 



2,34L 2,046 
1,837 2,028 , 
1,848 '2,447 
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OCTOBXB, 1890— SjSPTEJtBEB, 1891. 







{ 


:7opleft Sold 


• 


» 


1 

Receipts by 

Sales, so fkr as 

reported, at 

1«. 6d. per 

Rupee. 


1 


t 






a> 

i 

22 


16 
3 


0t 

402 
263 


\ 
1 

Total. 

1 


Total Cir- 
. cnlation. 

80 far as 
, reported. 

1 


Supplemental 
Gni&t voted 
for 1890—91. 

£ 8. d. 
14 11 
54 1 


Grant voted 
i for 1891— 9^ 
' on Account. 

t 

£ s, d. 
72 
72 






440 
266 


1 

I 542 
419 


1 £ s, d. 
! 2 15 
: -0 12 3 


1 
2 




5 


15 


209 


229 


334 


19 10 


14 12 6 


72 


3 




9 


4 


392 


405 


526 


1 5 11 


46 11 


72 .0 


4 




— 


I 


658 


668 


878 

1 


1 16 ] 


36 12 


72 


5 


« 


4 

. 2 


1 
26 


205 
178 


210 
206 


304 

415 


15 4 
18 


85 10 9 
47 14 .9 


72 
72 


6 

7 




— 


— 


229 


• 

229 


279 


5 8 


42 19 6 


60 


8 




— 




38 


38 


67 

1 


1 7 


6 15 7 


40 


9 


< 


43 


21 


127 


191 


524 


2 .8 9 


72 0. 


72 'lO 




94 


33 


. 


127 


156 


2 9 


72 


72. 11 




7 


80 


738 


775 


933 


2 17 


72 

1 


72 'l2 

1 




— 


— 


40 


40 


241 


1 2 




/(Balance in 
\ hand). 


13 




* 


379 


216 


595 


615 


5 3 11 


54 18 


72 


14 




5 


15 


8 


28 


i 37 


2 10 10 ^. 


56 15 


72 


15 




— 


— 


— 




 — t 


— 


— 




16 




1 


101 


1,095 


1,197 


' 1,214 


3 15 


31 1 


60 


17 


, 


3 
3 

2 
11 

19 

25 

I 


13 
4 
6 
8 

64 
. W) 

11 
7 
5 


1,042 
377 
138 
549 
313 
998 
217 
255 

r 


1,058 
384 
144 
559 
388 

1,008 
247 
287 
6 


! 1,080 
527 
154 
867 
578 
1,Q35 
247 
370 
.27 


3 6 9 
17 2 

9 10 
19 9, 
17 9 

1 8 10 
? 8. 9. 

2 7 10 
4 6 


43 13 6 
10 16 
40 13 

67 19 3 
56 2 

68 2 
3 16 

22 1- 
17 12 6 


62 
18 
60 
72 Q 
72 
72 
24 
72 
36 


18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 






772. 

448 

390 

.— ,  » 


__ 




 2 


4 ' 


3 


3 


27 




256 
330 
357 


8,687 
8,128 
7,421 


9,715 
8,906 
8,168 


12,361 
10,929 
10,615 


43 16 1 
45 19 6 
42 14 11 


991 17 4 
896 18 
595 6 11 

. \ -■ -    


1,515 
1,458 15 
1,466 7 
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Distributing the grants according to the Missionnry 
Societies which received aid from them in their missions 
(directly through their own head offices^ or indirectly 
through the medium of some other organisation), the 
results are : — Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
and its Ladies' Association, 28 ; Church Missionary 
Society, 42 ; Church of England Zenana Missionary 
Society, 18; London Missionary Society, 26; Wesley an 
Missionary Society and its Ladies' Auxiliary, 60 ; Baptist 
Missionary Society through its Ladies* Association^ and 
the General Baptist Missionary Society, with which it is 
now united, 20 ; the Zenana, Bible and Medical Mission, 
9 ; the Society for Female Education in the East, 6 ; 
Presbyterian Missions, including those of the Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Methodists (19) and of the Free Church of Scot- 
land (17), 41 ; German and Danish Missions, 53 ] Ameri- 
can Missions, 43; British Syrian Schools and Bible Mission, 
12 ; and naiscellaneous, 6 ; total, 364. 

So full a record was given in the last Annual Report 
of the variety and importance of the Biblewomen's work in 
various Missions that it is needless to give similar particu- 
lars so soon again in detail. 

From among the missionary testimonies to the value 
of the work maintained by these grants a few samples 
will sufl&ce to indicate the general voice. 

The secretary of the JaflFna Auxiliary Bible Society, a 
Wesleyan missionary, in applying for a renewed ^ant for 
the employment of Biblewomen, says : — * Your aid has 
given us the welcome privilege of sending tlie Word of 
God by the living voice to thousands, by the printed page 
to many hundreds, and we trust that you will enable us 
to keep up a work which is annually becoming more useful, 
and organised more in accordance with your plane. We 
heartily thank God that this work has been taken up by 
the Society, and pray that it may succeed throughout the 
East more than the most sanguine has dared to hope.' 

The Rev. J. H. Hacker, of the London Missionary 
Society at Trevandrum in Travancore, writes to the Bible 
Society : — * The Biblewomen's work and women's work 
among women in India is coming rapidly to the front, and I 
believe that our Heavenly Father is thus indicating the way 
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in whicK India is t(J be. wom for otrp Saviour. I have been ill 
India now fourteen year&, and am certain that there has been 
no branch of service && much blessed as work of women 
anaong women. The Hindu higher-caste women, shut up as 
they are to a great extent from the outside world, welcome 
with an earnestness which is touching in the extreme the 
visits of women who bring them messages of hope. I trust 
your glorious work will have the Divine Blessing upon it, 
and that, as God is opening the doors, and pointing the way 
in India, the Christian Church at home will accept the 
signs and follow His guidance to greater victories.' 

Miss Linley of the same Society working at Bhowani- 
pore, Calcutta, reports that the new work begun on the 
lines laid down by the Bible Society has, in spite of draw- 
backs, gotie on steadily. ' Two of the Biblewomen hav* 
worked enthusiastically. Harriet has induced quite a 
number of women to learn to read iti ord^r to be able to 
read the Bible for themselves. Some Musalman women 
are learning to read'.' 

The Annual Report of the' Ladies* Association iti 
connection with the Baptist Missionary Society contains 
the following : — -' Wef have again to record our sincere 
gratitiMe to the British and Foreign Bible Society for the 
valuable grant received from them, which enables us to 
keep the Biblewomen engaged in purely Bible and 
evangelistic work/ 

Miss Bullock, the Hon. Secretary of the Ladies' 
Association in connection with the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel, writes : — ' The Association returns 
sincere thanks to the Bible Society for their grant, 
amounting to £126 1^., for the salaries of Biblewomen for 
the year ending Septembei* 30, 1891. This is a most 
valuable help in their work amongst the women of 
India.' 

The Treasurer of the American U.P. Mission in Upper 
Egypt uses these words > — ' I am sure that I can say for 
all my brethren that we are most thankful to your Society 
for the valuable aid you are rendering us.' 

Professor Plath, Missions-Inspector of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission (Gossner's), which labours in Chota 
Nagpur, writes : — * We thank you very much for such 
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help, and wish that your Society would continue it. 
Again and again very many thanks ! ' 

The Kev. Dr. James Martin conducts the Mission of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland and Scotland 
in Antioch, Syria. It is a most difficult field amid ignor- 
ance and Muhammadan intolerance, but his testimony for 
the year is this : — * My wife and the Biblewoman have 
found increased access to the homes of the people daring 
the year of work just closed. The terrible visitation of 
cholera aflfected many hearts, so that new openings for the 
Word of God were found on every hand. Praise to the 
name of the Lord ! ' 

The Bombay Auxiliary Bible Society has applied to be 
admitted to the number of those which receive allotments 
from the Parent Society for the maintenance of additional 
Biblewomen in Missions. Its Committee have submitted 
requests for grants for four Biblewomen in Bpmbay, one 
in Ahmadnagar, and six in the district surrounding it. 
One of the lady missionary applicants writes : — * I know of 
no more promising and encouraging work anywhere than 

this.; 

In view of its inadequate funds and the necessity for 
making the graat-year in all cases begifi at the same date 
(October 1st), the consideration of this . request from 
Bombay, and a similar one from the North India Auxiliary, 
has been deferred to the time when all the applications for 
1892-93 wUl be before the Parent Committee. 

At an earlier date, the Rev. Rojbftrt Clark, (Church 
Missionary Society,) wrote thus as Secretary of the Panjab 
Auxiliary : — * I send you our reports for nine Biblewomen. 
Can you give us for 1891-92 grants iox twelve Bible- 
women'? We have several- n^w applic0.tionfl. The. Bible- 
women are doing great good. God's Word is circulated 
every year in large numbers. When our Civil Surgeon 
was called in to visit the wife of the head of pne of our 
leading native families in the Panjab, he found her reading 
the Bible. It had been given to her husband, and he had 
given it to her/ 
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§ 32. CEYLON. 

PopulatioYi (1B91), 3,008,239. Of the population returns 
in 1885 1,920,000 were Sin^ialese ; TamUsy 687,000; 
Moormen, 182,000 ; other native races, 13,000 ; natives 
of European descent, 18,000 ; Europeans, 5,000. About 
1,500,000 were Buddhists, and 250,000 Christians. 

This " utmost Indian Isle " — so attractive from its 
delightful scenery, as well as so interesting in the Sinhalese 
people and literature of which it is the home, usually con- 
tributes one of the most readable sections to the Society's 
Report. There are three Auxiliaries, those at Jaffna, Kandy 
and Colombo. The Jaffna Auxiliary has a right to rank 
foremost, and the methods and spirit of its work are 
admirable, but those in the West and South only 
require more hearty support to rival the development of 
work among their friends in the North. In all alike the 
accounts of the Bible-women are of peculiar interest, but 
the figures are relegated to the section which has preceded 
this. If in some respects Bible work in Ceylon is less 
prosperous than could be wished it must be hoped that 
this is only temporary, and that the fine island may yet 
take the position it should. To borrow a metaphor from 
the Jaffna pages, — ' The palm which is the envy of Ceylon 
needs strong winds as well as pleasant sunshine, and before 
the fruit is gathered years of patient waiting are necessary 
for the stately trunk and the crown, of foliage to attain 
their full value and dignity', — and, like its typical tree, 
the Christianity of Ceylon may be slow in development 
but it can only be a matter of time and af the influences 
from heaven till it attains the stature and the fruitfulness 
of its prime. 

JAFFNA. 

The Jaffna Auxiliary has its field of work in the 
Northern and Eastern provin(jes of Ceylon, where among 
a population of half a million, the Church, Wesleyan, and 
American . Missionary Societies work with a unity - and 

Q 
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devotion which is itself a commendation of Christianity. 
The past year, if it cannot show a larger circulation, can 
point to what is better, the steady continuance of its 
agencies and a record of individual results which make the 
Auxiliary's 53rd report, a pamphlet of 67 pages, one of the 
most interesting summaries of the yeaj. The local con- 
tributions are available for existing expenses, as well as for 
part of the Bible-women's salaries and for the purchase of 
Scriptures, but the entire cost of colpoxtage and the bulk 
of the Bible-women's work is borne oy the Parent 
Society. 

The Gbnx&A'L Wqkk ep ons Aoxjliaxh, 

We have again no ndw f eatares to report a's' to the methods of otir 
work. Old and •well-tried i^ans have been att^ended with eucoess and 
we hav^ the joy of ki^owing that in thousands of boones the opportunity 
of publishing the very. words of the Great .Father has not been lost. 
The colporteur has foun^ a welcome tere, isind has shaken oS the dust 
from his feet there. The Bible-wotrian has read to the illiterate, 
taught those -who wtmld'ieajn, and where posi^ble has sold or given 
away the Scripjbures, tAi nearly forty plapes Union -Bible meetings 
have been held whf ch have, brought brethren . from three missions and 
from widely reinoved places to testify to the heathen their oneness in 
their loVe of the Word and its Author. In ev^ry church the' Bible 
has been the standard of doctrine, the source of instruction^ the means 
of pomfort,.and th^.arsj^nal from ^hioh are drawn ^weapons of attack 
and defence. IVom all quarters we, hear of objection and o^^position. 
From all quarters also we hear of appreciation and triumph. 

CIRCULATION FOE THE YeAB. 

» ... I , 

Bibles, 264 j Testaments, 222 • Portions, 3,802. Totaj, 4,288, which is 
greater than that of 189*0 when the Dep6t issues nearly represented 
out i^hole work. From 'l!he'De^6t the issues were 1,788 copras, 208 in 
£ngliih<and 1,580 in Tamil. 

' I, 

COLPOBTXGE. 

There is no kind of colportage and hardly any kind of oolportevr 
unrepresented in the work done in North and East Ceyloaby means of 
the FariBnt Society's grant' of £100.' Colporteurs employee^ by the 
week, by the month, by the year, European and Native, salittied and 
volunteer have carried to hundreds of villages and thousands of homes 
the opportunity of obtaining the Scriptures. The towns have not been 
n^gljeoted. There is no das&'of thttipopolation'to whom tlies6*ir6rker8 
have not . goa^. All castes and i^U sulidivisions thereof, mem of sU 
occupations, in e^tste and out of it, have heard the -Word r^ad. 

Pour^enh'avd'bieen at work in the various parts of 'the' Church 
Mission fi^d. The Wesley an field finds its account in tours or cro- 
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sades in' which numbei's j6in/ Tn Tllficpmalie coljbi^tJage %as received 
apecial attention. Two villages never before visited by a' Christian 
teacher were reached, and the people, who are Buddhists, iistened re- 
spectfully. At Batticaloa 7,000 people hav6 heard the Gospel read. 

• The American brethren have employed four men throughout the 
yQar. Sickness has caused some irregularity, which has partially 
aEected the results to be recorded. The superintendent has had good 
testimony to the diligence and faithfulness of his men. In one viSage 
where no one would receive them the colporteurs shook the dust from off 
their feet in apostolic fashion, but in ; many other places they, their 
books and their message have been received with gladness. Some young 
men of feiia^ayady lef t q€ Mt9^n4ing'id!Ql tempJres frQi&: th^'day when 
they read that God gave His only Son to die for tis, and itt anoth0:r 
village two wen- are ready to Join the Church aS'the fruit of their 
wouk. 

Aitogethar, 42^ men ha/re . been i»t work^ who have sold 7jS Bible^l, 
100 S^tapieiiits, 2,375 ^Portions, and 'given freiely 384j>in«rkiQ^ a total 
of 2iy992 oi)pies. Xhi^ is S(H»Qwhai ld$s than kst year. • 

The sixteenth, report of this Auxiliary was presehted at 
a meeting held inKandy.ia Octob^jelast^ Thp.>extr3xjts give^ 
show: that Bible wofk has been contimied with the usmsQ 
8udejess,.'but there is eVerjwheire th^ "exp4*e^oii <yi regnet 
that the Bible Society is not more heartil)'' supported by 
local friends. As a result of this the Auxiliary is not yet 
self-supporting ; no colporteurs are employed, and much 
more migh* be doae in various directions, weire the necessary 
funds supplierd. The report is to a, large extent a plea 
for the /recognition of the. Society's ;claii^^jiidspryices and 
it naust be hoped that it may pwve .effeotuAl. . 

. . ) Position of aRKB Axtxilmry. 

In submitting a^other report of the Kandy Auxiliary of the British 
and Fotre^gn jBible Spciety, the Committee regret that they cannot state 
that thie claims of the Bibile Society arQ sufficiently x^cpgnised in this 
part of the inland, and its A^i^li^^y properly supported. The Kan4y 
Auxiliary is still too dependent on the Parent Society. 

,ln accordance with thq pbject«^ of the Bible Spciety to. bring th© 
Holy Scriptures within the reach of individuals even, of humble- ipieans, 
the Committee endeavour to maintain an adequate supply of Scriptures 
in English and the Vernacular Jai^guages. Notwithstanding that there 
are Dep6t8 in three places, the sales during the past year were not very 
sai^facjbpjrtF) f^B^ the CoJumiftte^ consider that<i$tiU greater. facilities 
should be -fifforded for the purchase qf Scriptures Ipy . (xpejiing j^iore 
places 'for their sale. The sales during the past year were at 

Q 2 
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At Kcmdy, 9 Bibles and 48 New Testaments in English ; 6 Bibles, 
28 New Testaments and 253 Portions of Scripture in Sinhalese ; 18 
Bibles, 10 New Testaments and 135 Portions in Tamil. 

At Nuwara Miya, 22 Bibles and 1 1 New Testaments in English ; 
11 New Testaments and 1 Portion in Sinhalese ; 2 New Testaments 
and 37 Portions in Tamil. 

At BadtiUa, 12 Bibles, 16 New Testaments and 4 Portions in 
English ; 4 Bibles, 9 New Testaments and 37 Portions in Sinhalese ; 
2 Bibles in Tamil. 

In the Uva Pbovince. 

The following is the report of the Eev. S. Langdon, wiUi regard to 
Bible-work in the Uva Mission : 

' Owing to the absence of the Superintendent during the greater part 
of the year on a visit to England, we cannot present a detailed report. 
There can be no doubt, however, that the work has been carried on 
with a vigour equal to that of previous jears, and probably, owing to 
the continued spread of education, with greater success. Schools have 
been started, and the Scriptures read in districts where the Word of 
God was never heard or seen before. And in districts where work, 
already reported, has been carried on we have signs of increasing in- 
terest in the Scriptures of our holy religion. A Kerala (chief) who 
has been appointed to make official enquiry into deaths, came to the Mis- 
sionary two or three months ago to ask for a Bible to be used ia taking 
the oath on giving evidence. He gave as a reason that it had become a 
necessity because there were so many people getting to believe in it now.' 

A SUilMABV AND APPEAL. 

The Committee consider that enough has been said in this import, 
for forming an estimate of the great work which is being carried on bj 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and, at the same time, to afford 
information with regard to the little that is being done by its Auxiliary 
in Kandy to promote the objects of the Society.' More might be 
attempted if funds were forthcoming. Auxiliaries in other places are 
able not only to carry on local work, but are also, capable of adding to 
the finances of the Parent Society to enable it to enlarge its sphere of 
operations. As Branches, they are not only independptit, but give 
strength and vitality to the stock. The Kandy Auxiliary is in a 
different position. It is still not self-supporting. It has, nevertheless, 
paramount claims for consideration upon all Christians who sincerely 
believe that * Holy Scripture contains all things necessary for salvation,' 
and are sincerely praying that * God's Way may be knbwn upon earth ; 
His saving health among all nations.' 

COLOMBO. 

The current report of the Colombo Auxiliary inciudeis two 
years, 1889-91. It notes the continued revision of the Sin- 
halese Bible — a costly and slow process which has not yet gone 
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beyond Leviticus ; the issue of new printed and zincograph 
editions, and the progresss of colportage and Bible-women's 
work. But the complaint to which the Kandy report gives 
expression is repeated here ; and the Colombo Committee 
have to urge that ' it is but fair that those who use the 
Society's translations — sold at prices far below their com- 
mercial value, should subscribe to the Society's expenses/ 
It can surely be owing to inadvertence alone that the plea 
is necessary ; and it will be extremely disappointing if the' 
work in any of the Ceylon Auxiliaries should be limited 
and depressed by the indiflference of those who should be 
aware of its importance. 

Colportage. 

There has only been one colporteur employed by this Auxib'ary 
since the beginning of 1890 ; he has been employed in selling English, 
Sinhalese, and Tamil Scriptures, while he is useful in visiting villages ; 
the Committee finds that the great majority of the sales are effected 
by agents of the various Missionary Societies. Twelve Bible-women 
have also' through the help of the Parent Society been employed. 

More Help Wanted. 

While the Committee rejoices at the increasing desire on the part 
of the heathen to read the words of life, it regrets that this Auxiliary 
does not receive more support from all Christians. Those holding high 
offices in the various Churches counsel that this support should be given 
upon one ground at least, for as urged by a late Bishop of Durham : — 
^ All the Missionary Societies make use of their publications, and it 
seems to me neither reasonable nor fair to do this, and at the same time 
to withhold a word or act of sympathy.' 

AcKKOWLEDaHENTS. 

The Committee desires to express its gratitude to the Parent 
Society for at once taking steps to supply this Auxiliary with copies of 
the Holy Gospels in Sinhalese, and for so liberally voting grants to 
pay for the last new edition. . 

Also to record its obligation to the Bishop of Colombo for the 
great assistance he has rendered to the Eevision Committeie, having in 
the midst of many other duties devoted much time and labour to this 
work. 

Summary. 

On the whole the Committee realises that these last two years have 
been periods of 'quiet success* inspiring the Committee with courage 
to go forward. In a colony like Ceylon many changes are experienced, 
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sijipportera .beii^g rev^oy^ ^o qtber spheres of qsiefulneaa; weilooetbeir 
help and sympfttljiy, still we- feel sure that as ' in Thy name we go/ the 
work willbe bles^sed, as it h out aim to place in every hand in their 
own langimge the words of life, the* Gospel of Chrii^b 'the power of 
God unto Balvation to every (Hie that beli^reth.' 



§ 38. BURMA. 

> 

Popidation {Upper and Lower Bwrma and the Shan States), 

about 9,000,000. 

Mr. De Glanville's report for 1890-1, the second year 
of the Agency, is practically the first of the Society's work. 
It is a brief and unpretentious record, but full of encourage- 
ment. Almost twenty-two thousand copies of the Scriptures 
have been circulated ; the colporteur force has been 
enlarged from two to seven men ; Dep6ts have been founded 
in Toungu and in Pegu, the old capital ; an Auxiliary has 
been established in Mandalay, and here, as in Rangoon, in- 
fluential consultation-committees have been formed. This 
is an excellent account for a year in which so much was 
necessarily tentative, and aU was more or less diflScult. 
Nor have the difficulties at all disappeared. The qiicstions 
connected with the provision of a satisfactory version 
of the Burmese Bible have long engaged anxious thought, 
and the management of colportage with regard to its fall 
effectiveness and economy is- another of the problems 
waiting solution. But the progress has hitherto been so 
satisfactory that no one can doubt the early settlement of 
these and other outstanding questions. 

Little need be said of the interest of Burma. The «tory 
of Judson has long familiarised it to every student of 
Christian missions, and the stirring political movements of 
the last quw:ter of a century have engaged the attention of 
^even a wider public. Now that a stable government is 
making its influence felt, it may be hoped that the facilities 
for all forms of religious work- will increase. The Burmese 
are themselves a capable people, giftqd with brain and 
vital eafteygy,.a»<i their enormous ten;iples and monaatferies, 
rich wi^ biirbii/rki magnificence, bewr witness to a certain 
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end(ymiient of latidable ambition. May th-e tim« be near 
when this new kingdom shall be annexed to the rule of 
Christ, and the long valleys of the Irrawaddy, and its 
wooded hills and plains become the home of a new Chris- 
tian nation. 

Everything of general interest will be found in the 
paragraphs which follow. 

Looking Back. 

I cannot commence this report without expressing my gratitude to 
Almighty God for His blessing and guidance during the past year. 
The results of the year's work have been far greater than anything I 
anticipated. A circulation of 10,000 copies would have seemed a great 
deal to have accomplished in the time, instead we show a circulation of 
almost 22,000. Of these- over 15,000 were in Rangoon alone, and this, 
too, in a field that has been spoken of as most difficult, where sales 
would be almost impossible. We cjwxonly see in this I think the hand 
of God directing us, and I feel sure that He who has directed us in the 
past- will be over us in the fttttrre^' The good that has b^en done by 
these Scriptures it is impossible to eslimate, it may be years before the 
farait is borne ; but of oiie thing I am oonviuoed, and that is that most 
ossaredly the labour has not hewa: in vain. 

The Depot and Work in Rangoon. 

Most of the sales have been made in Bangoon. In the early part 
of the year some work was done on the ships in harbour during the 
rice season. From January to May is the shipping season at 
Rangoon,, and during this period the port is visited by numbers of 
sailing vei^sels which often remain fot* Ateeks for cargo. The want of a 
European colporteur will make a difference in this direction during the 
coming year, but I am now endeavouring to make some arrangetneiits so 
that the ships may not leaye without something being done for the men. 

I have endeavoured to use Rangoon as a training ground for 
colportenrr, its constantly changing population makes it especially 
suitable fbr this purpose. It will be seen from the list of colporteurs 
that a larger number have been engaged for sh6rt pe'riods but have 
not proved satisfactory. 

There is, and I am afraid always will be, great difficulty in obtain- 
ing good native colporteurs in Burma. The rate of pay and expenses 
of liVing.fbr all classes are exceedingly high in Rangoon. Men 
g€rfcttng R^. 50 or 60 in Rangoon would only earn Rs. 15 or 20 in Madras. 

"Fnrthfer, the best men do not leave India. Good men can usually 
obtain employment in their own country, and for the most part only 
the wortfiless oi* illiterate who consider themselves above manual 
labour come to Burma. 

' The Mtihammadan races frOm Calcutta and the North seem to be 
a much better class of men, and I should much like to find a gobd 
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Urdu speaking Christian of their race as colporteur. So far, however, 

I have not met one Christian among thera. 



Circulation in Rangoon. 



Bibles. 



Colportage i 138 

Dep6t 395 

TotJil i 533 



Tests. 



Portions. 



331 
245 



14,575 
453 



576 



15,028 



Total. 



15,044 
1,093 



16,137 



The Depot stock and fittings have been insured for the sum d 
Rs. 2,500. This will have to be increased next year. The list of 
languages contains forty varieties circulated. 

MANDALAY. 

The Dep6t at Mandalay is of interest as being a new departure of 
which time alone will show the utility. It is under the direction of a 
Committee. Feeling the great want of religious and Christian litera- 
ture in Mandalay, and having failed to obtain any supplies from 
Rangoon, they decided to form a Tract and Book Society. 

This work will be entirely separate from the Bible Society, the 
intention being to establish a small society at Mandalay, drawing its 
supplies of Scriptures from the Bible Society at Rangoon, and manag- 
ing its own colporteurs and Dep6t. This is of course an experimest» 
but one that I sincerely trust will succeed. 

I should like to see several such institutions in Burma. The 
expense of the Bible Society would be greatly lessened, and in fact I 
have hopes that these local societies may in time be in a similar 
position to the auxiliary societies and local branches at home, not only 
paying for the Scriptures they receive, but also forwarding free con- 
tributions towards the Agency expenses at Rangoon. 

The success of colportage at Mandalay has not been great. Nor, 
indeed, can it be in a Burmese town with few Burmese Scriptures and 
these at a high price. 



TOUNGU. 

The colportage at Toungu has been under the charge of Miss Fair- 
clough, of the S.P.G. Mission. The colporteur Eleazor is, I think, 
-the best man we have, energetic, well-educated, and a Christian ; his 
sales have been better than those of any other colporteur. Formerly 
as catechist in the S.P.G. Mission he was engaged by me as tfc^ 
Toungu mission had no further work for him. The experience, that be 
gained while a catechist is, I imagine, the real reason for the good 
results shown by his work. 
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PEGU. 

The colporteur at Pegu has been taken charge of by Miss Payne, 
of the American Baptist Mission. Miss Payne established a reading 
room and library about a year ago open to all classes, and most kindly 
allowed the Bible Society the use of this as a Depot, and also looked 
after the colporteur. Jacob, the colporteur sent there, was, I think, 
too young for the work, and I am inclined to think that he did not 
give his heart to it ; for this and other reasons I thought it best to part 
with him in November. Nothing has been done at Pegu since he left, 
but of course books are still for sale at the reading room. 

CONTBIBUTIONS FOB THE YeAR. 

The sum of Es. 483 5 9 has been received in donations and sub- 
scriptions during the past year as follows : — 



Kangoon . 


. Rs. 398 8 


0^ 


1 


Toungu 


. „ 39 





' Total 


Mandalay . 


. „ 29 


^1 


^Rs. 483 5 9 


Yamethin . 


. „ 16 13 


9 





The Mandalay subscriptions weie received early in the year, since 
then a subscription book has been sent round, and some 60 or 70 
rupees received, but notice of this has not yet been received in 
Baugoon. 

The sum of Rs. 483 5 9 is in itself small, but it is very encouraging, 
considering the short time the Society has been established in Big:ma, 
and the fact that there is an old established organization, the Burma 
Bible and Tract Society, on the spot sending round a subscription- 
book. 

Collections were made in the following churches : — S.P.G. Mission, 
Cantonment and Wesleyan Mission, Mandalay, Yamethin Railway 
Institute Sunday service, and St. Philip's Church, Rangoon. 

Collections have been promised from several other churches in 
Burma, and will, I hope, be given early this year. 

SuMMiXG Up, 

In conclusion, I may say that on the whole the past year has been 
prosperous, far beyond my expectations. A few points have been made 
clear, and the result of the year's work shows that our work must be 
confined for the present to Rangoon, Mandalay, and a few other large 
centres of imported labour. It will be, therefore, almost useless 
during the coming year to open any new districts, except, perhaps, 
Moulmein. 

We might, and I am sure should, do good by the words spoken by 
the colporteurs ; but this hardly corner within the scope of the Bible 
Society's work. .Until we have Burmese and Karen Scriptures the 
villages and inland towns can only have occasional visits ; systematic 
labour is out of the question, unless indeed the Society is prepared to 
make a large outlay with the certainty of very small results, and this 
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I can Imrdly recommend. The miAiey required would be far more 
profitably employed in urging forward colportage in the few towns of 
which Iliave spoken. ' For these reasons I cannot look forward to any 
very great increase in circulation during the coming year. I regret 
exceedingly, to have to say this, but at the same time- it. will easily be 
understood how keenly we, who are in the field, feel the want of 
Sdriptures for the very people among whom we have come to labour. 
At the present we are but as it were Outposts for the Auxiliary Bible 
Sooieties of India, and our own peculiar work has yet ta be begun. 



§ 34. MALAYSIA. 

Population, including Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Celehef, 
Moluccas, Philippines, and leaser Dutch Z9^(mc^«,34,66 1,000. 
Average number of Bible Society colportev/rs^ 13. Total 
sales for the yea/t, 38,711. 

 Th.6 report from Malaysia, usually soi jubilant iu tone, 
is for the year just closed touched by a very sensible 
depression. The Circulation, which in 1 890 was stationary, 
has fallen by almost ten thousand below the forty-eight 
thousand then reached, and Mr. Haffeuden's minxl anxiously 
inquires the cause. Whatever answer may be given, the 
question is an important one : for even at the earlier rate 
of progress the completion, of the task of fairly meeting 
the wants of Malaysia would be long deferred. With a 
population of forty milli0iiis,.even though but one per cent 
are readers, an annual supply of forty thousand copies 
may be continued foi3 almost half a. oeatury before the 
minonty can be supplied* NO: one wiia rooognises the 
quiftlity of the Malay race^-Hsluggish without stimxilant, 
btit of high potential ability where once inspired— can 
look without concern on so vague a prospect. But in 
spisitual a£Eairs arithmettical foreeaato ajse .pierpetually being 
dAiscredited and statistical tests applied in vain. Of more 
iinp^ortance than numbers is the quality pf work, and from 
tha sjections which follow not a Uttl^ . r^^oj^i fpr gpod hope 
and heart may b& gcuned. . > : 
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I. DjlXMLSf .4NiD. QUBSXIQNS OP CIRCULATION^ 

• '.Among the more obvious xeasons for lessened r^^turns is 
the prevalence of illness among the European colporteurs, 
for it is very noticeable that with them and not with their 
native colleagues the decline occurs. Another cause is in 
some instances also dear, — ^the tim& which has been given 
to less populous and, as little previously visited, less 
rewarding districts. After every reason is suggested and 
without completing an explanation, one is often reminded 
that in the field of a nation's mind, as elsewhere, fallow 
years alternate with productive ones, and these take their 
place in progress as surely as the other. 

Causes of DBCCiKSr 

TW table given below ^ shows a decrease of 9^06 voluaaaes, oertai&ly 
a very considerable number, and the whole within a few volumes has 
been in saieft of Portions by the European colporteurs. Now, in look- 
ing this fact in the face, I feel absolutely certain that not one of the 
young men has in any way relaxed his elPorts ; in fact, I know that in 
mosti and I believe I may say with truth in every case, the exact 
opposite of this has really obtained. The sale by- native colporteurs 
is^ when compared with the number of' men employed, almost the same 
as last year, and the Dep6t sales are somewhat larger. How is ifc, 
theui that the Europeans have not been able to efEect such lai^ sales 
as in. their first years out here 1 

One obvious reason is that the yeax has been one of much com- 
xnereiftl depression, and although it may be said that this does not 
absolutely and directly have any effect on the classes of people amongst 
whom our principal salee are made, still, it most certainly does so 
indirectly in many ways, and I am continually heatring of the: exceed- 
ing poverty of the people, which appears to be increasing, and thus 
considerably retards sales. 

It is true that the number of readers in the Straits Settlements, the 
native states, and Java especially, is increasing daily, and we are 
taking steps now to supply in Java a class that up till now has not 

^ COMPARATIVB TaBLB OP TOTAI/ SALBS. 



Years. - 


Bibles. 


Tests. 


Portions. 


Totals. 


Receipts by 
Sales. 


1882 
1888 
1889 
1^890 - 
1891 


150 
476 
593 
662 
654 


212 
1,011 

955 
1,465 
1,436 


2,162 
82,187 
46,757 
46,190 
36,621 


2,624 
33,674 

48,305 
48,317 
38^711 


$ 
170-35 
1,211-19 
1,750 '53 
2,276-08 
2,133-47 



Total 1882-91—282,369 volumes. 
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been able to read the Scriptures, so that, taking everything together, 
although looking at the result of our work in Malaysia in 1891, a 
commercial man might call it * a bad year,' still we have no need for 
sadness or for feeling discouraged, more especially when it is 
i*emembered that whether in spiritual or temporal sowing, the fields 
must occasionally lie fallow for a little while to rest. 

Details op Circctlation.^ 

In accounting for lessened sales among the Europeans, sickness is 
certainly an obvious reason. Young men need to get acclimatised and 
acute attacks cost much time. The men have assuredly worked hard 
Mr. Lea, who is now quite well, made a trip to Gorontalo, where there 
were hardly any readers, but he hopes to do well in the Sanghir islands 
now that he is supplied with suitable Scriptures. Mr. Castells has 
devoted himself to sparsely pojpulated districts where sales are diflScnIt. 
Mr. Irving has been kept back by the prevalence of cholera in the 
southern districts of Borneo and in the interior. Mr. Purdy, in 
Sumatra, like Mr. Castells, has been in sparsely peopled districts ; his 
sales are not so high, but they are largely in Malay, an important 
feature. Mr. Boram's sales are quite equal to those of 1890. Mr. 
Hocquard has been at work in Cochin China. Mr. Edward Lee no^ 
devotes himself to work as Seaman's Missionary, and I regret to have 
had, at his own desire, to cancel the arrangement by which he sold 
Scriptures. Of native colporteurs we have actually had twenty-five for 
various periods, but perhaps not more on an average than ten. The 
men under Mr. Penninga and Mr. Balavandrun, to whom hearty thanks 
are due, have worked well. 

As to the sales at ' sub-Dep6ts,' nearly all these have been made at 
Mr. Boram's Sub-Dep6t in Batavia. But the value of these centres is 
perhaps less in their sales than in the conversations which take j^bjcq and 
the influence otherwise excited. The sales at the head Dep6t have 
somewhat increased, but almost entirely in Portions. 

Of the free grants some have been distributed among French 
soldiers by Mr. Hocquard at Saigon, others in the jail at Harping by 
myself. 

^ Table of the Methods of DisTRiBtrrioN. 



1891. 



n 



»» 



Sales by Earopean Colporteurs 

Native Colporteurs 

P. J. Hocquard's Missions.. 

A Friend 

Others 

at Singapore Depdt 

Sub-Depdts k to Correspondeots 



» » 



Total Sales. 
Free Grants 



Total Distribution 668 



Bibles. 



293 

141 

7 



155 
58 



654 
14 



Test's. ' Portions. 



Totab. 



644 

489 

35 



199 
68 



1,436 
36 



18,201 

15,555 

2,010 

7 

• « • 

764 
84 



36,621 
472 



1,472 87,098 



19,188 

16,185 

2,052 

8 

• • • 

1,118 
210 



38,711 
522 



39,288 



19M. 




49,084 
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CHA.BACTBB OF THE WOBK. 

' One important fact impresses itself upon my mind. I see and hear 
of it daily, that our work here is day by day becoming more really what it 
ought to be in its effects — Mission work, and done in the hope of 
saving souls. And I do believe that the mass out here is being 
leavened with the truth of God. I am rejoiced and comforted by the 
I'emembrance that the seed planted grows without being observed, and 
that, though we sow, God is the only one who can give the increase, 
and then, again, I am comforted and upheld with the thought (which 
I hope will come to others also) that we have not only to look at the 
effect of the thousands distributed this year, but also that of the tens 
und hundreds of thousands that have been distributed in the last ten 
years, and of course although we know that some, perhaps many, of these 
are destroyed, still I know that large numbers of them are still in 
existence, and many really read, so that by the blessing of God, fruit 
may spring up at any time. 

11. The Languages of Malaysia. 

Mr. Haffenden's notes which follow are of much value 
and interest as illustrative of the general work being done. 
He first examines the more important languages — to which 
this year Dutch is: added : and then those of less general 
use. Of these latter a coniplete list may be consulted in 
Appendix A. * 

Among the more important linguistic questions the 
revision of the Malay Scriptures is one of the principal ; 
and there is good prospect that, with the special assistance 
of Bishop Hose, this may soon be successfully attempted. 
On the work of Mr. Jansz some pictorial and other 
information may be found elsewhere. ^ 

The Six Leading IiANOUAGfis. 

In the table ^ given below, notwithstanding the decrease in the total 

* See the Society's Reporter for 1892. 

2 Comparative Table of the Six Peinoipal Lakguages* 



Yeare. 


Valay 

Romanized. 


Malay 
Arabic. 


1 
Javauese. 


Tamil. 


Chinese. 


Dutch. 


r 

English. 1 


1882 


 39 


27 


• 


246 


234 


10 


665 


1888 


702 


5,989 


1,039 


3,531 


20,409 


102 


880 


1889 


5,385 


• 12,186 


2,577 


3,549 


22,802 


496 


551 


1890 


9,1208 


8,049 


2,444 


3,903 


21,618 


618 


492 


1891 


6,890 


6,4,05 


3,091 


8,60d 


16,735 


.749 

1 


. 687- 

.... ' 



Total, Malay. Arab Chan^ctor, 1882-91—41,317 volames. 

Homaii ., ' „ —28,987 
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of sales this year, I see very great cause for rejoicing. It is trae that 
the table shows again a decrease in Malay, both in !Roman and Arabic, 
bat the astomshiE^ thing to me is that diey haye not decreased more. 
The year 1889 was an exceptional one, being the first in wMoh the new 
Bomonized and the new Beirut type were really brought fully before 
the people, and as both were Tery much liked, there was v«ry liitk 
troable in selling to purchasers who were in places easily accessible, 
and who then fully supplied themaelyes, and thus both last and tlus 
year the colporteurs have had to go much farther afield to find buyers. 
Besides this I have already mentioned the growing poverty of the 
people, and I think of all classes, this perhaps touches the Malays most, 
so that while I would have Uked to see many more sold, I especially 
rejoice in this section of the work in what has been done. I, turn my 
thoughts back only a few years, and remeniber that 2,000 Malay 
Scriptures in Arabic character was considered a grand year's work ; 
and when a considerable number of Old Testament !Porti<^is was 
included — now during the last four years there has been an average 
distribution of 8,000 volomes annually, and these entirely from the 
New Testament. What I see makes me feel certain that if we had both 
new and old Testament Portions — the former selling at tw^and tl^ latter 
at four cents, (or just double the prices of the Chinese Portions) — ^that 
our sales in Malay Arabic would very soon number very nearly, if not 
quite, as many as in Chinese. In Javaniese the sades are slowly, birt 1 
think surely on the increase, and from; what. X saw andhestrdiwrhen last 
in Java,. I think this increaae wil( cpnttinne; 4Mid whega w|b get the 
language in Arabic character (or Pegon as it is called), t expect the 
increase will be much larger. The sales of Javanese Scripttrres', unlike 
Malay and Chinese, are confined almost entirely to the eastern' >part of 
the island of Java. A good many Javtcnese are to be lound ia. the 
Straits Settlements and other plaqes, but they are idmost entireljrof the 
lowest and most ignorant class, thus there are very few veaders aoLong 
them. ' Tamil continues much about th^ same ye£ir after year, and I do 
not think there will ever be much inerease, unless we had a European 
colporteur who could speak the langUaga* * The deorease in CQiinfise 
can only, I think, be accounted for on the general reasons mentioned in 
the commencement of my repout. I have this yedr added Dutch to the 
table, as it is now becoming an increasingly interesting item on our 
list. It is with Vety greAt thank! ulnebs that T Ufdk oh Vhis'part -^f the 
work, and I trust and believe that we may see real fruit therefrom, 
fruit that I trust and pray may have a reflex influence on the natives. 
Much as I always praise and thank God for what is being done by this 
Society for the natives of Malaysia (my adopted land), and especially 
for the Malays themselves, my heart always aches as I think of these, 
the most chivalrous, and who come, I think, nearest to the idea of 
Nature's gentlemen of all the nations and peoples of this far eastern 
world — aches as I think of how little 9bi\ier all has hfoen done,t)f how few 
Europeans have in the past cared or even now care, amidst the 
missionary awakening to devote themselves to this people — aches as 1 
think how few, how very few, from amongst them have been brought to 
a saving knorwledge of the Truth in Christ.' God grant that perhaps 
owing to the present wide distribution of the Word of God such as 
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thare haisTiemi/* h^&a before, there may sooq oome Agraad awakeniBg 
among them. 

The Minor Lakguages. 

The Lingaisbic Ikble given in Appendix A* is>as tisnal intei*e8tmg, 
as showing the scope of the Society's 'work in this Ai^chipelago, and it 
calls for a few remarks. Firstly with regard to the one entirely new 
language shown on it^ Armam. It will be seen from the table that 
107 were sold by Mr. Hooquard in and neai^ Saigon, and he also -gave 
24 copies away, so that in all 131 copies got ihto the hands of the 
people. 

Batta a/nd Dyak Scriptures. In the former there has been a very 
considerable decrease, whereas with the latter it has been exactly 
the other way, and this I think is another proof of the great value of 
the work of the European colporteurs. Last year Purdy did some 
work among the Batta pe<]iple, thda year little or i hone'; whereas 
Irving has ^is yearihijyaaelf got amoiipig a ife^ Dyabst who could read, 
and thus sales have been made. 

Russiom, 'We have not had a single opportunity of selling during 
the whole year. There ha'velreen several transports in the harbours, 
or ratker at the wharves^ but 'theses we have never been able to go on 
board of for the purpoae of aeUing. Free distributiori is the only 
thing that can be done, 9^x16. even that is sometimes iiot allowed, and 
once last year a European who tried to do' this was severely handled 
by one fo the officers. 

Arabic. The salesi, akhough not as good as last year, are 
still very encouraging, and I do pray that the Lord may open the 
way for us to sell more and 'more of the ^Scripture^, not only, for 
the s^to of the direH good ^I' hope they will do, but also on aocouiit 
of the in^firect influence that they 'may, have, ' on the native 
Muhammadianr as mentionefd in my last report. ' 

Simdx^ne^. AgaJn, as mentioned in my last repdrt; I' would **sajr 
that I believe, if we had this' class of Scriptures' in a form at 
which we could sell them, certainly not dearer 'thah the Malay, 
that we should almost certainly mkke largq sales. 

No other remarks are> I think, called for. 

Mb. Jansz and ths: Javanese Taakslation. 

At the'ieommMoement c^ the year Mr. ^ansz eempleied the first 
tnuHifttiM of the* Old T^tament, and smee then the refvimofns, flrst, 
seeond^ ftnd third, >have been going on. Mr. Jatis2 is dependent bf 
courseion nttbive<80hoiiEi¥ft'fQi^'thie part of the work,«nd as mdst of 
themfyiirein;amtivegovertimei^t employ, their time is iiot entirely their 
ovmy amd thttir tive reviekms^ at' times proceed i3io#iy ; but- all wilL.I 
trusty D.V.;.8lioitly l)e'Gotn|fteted, and as the printers have thus* fdr 
kspt np'wil^ ti>6'^ani^aition, 1 hope and pray that perhaps before n«st 
year comes to a close, the whole of the Old Testament will be in print. 
I do not believe that a tt'anslatien has ever been made into which 
iDOVB of eBareM and conscrentious workhas-entered. I have in many 
wdys bad. good 0ppca<ti!initle6 for judging. I have Been Mr. J:ans2^ and 
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his men at work, have talked with them and learned their methods ; 
and I have, too, talked with numbers of others on the subject, and all 
concur in the same praise of Mr. Jansz. The more I have seen of Mr. 
Jansz the more thoroughly do I love and honour him. He has gone 
through very severe family trials during the time he has been engaged 
on this work, but though he has been in sorrow and several times 
in sickness and that at times severe, he has not allowed anything to 
divert him from what I fully believe has been the one hope and 
longing of his life — viz,, the giving of the blessed Word of God 
to the Javanese in their own language in a form that they can 
understand ; and this I believe he really is doing. 

III. General Review. 

The accounts of the year may be closed by extracts 
from the account of a journey of inspection taken by Mr. 
Haffenden in the Spring of 1891. He was then able to 
meet many of his friends and helpers and to form im- 
pressions of the work ; and though interrupted by 
temporary illness, to conclude a pleasant if partial survey 
of his field. The passages of general interest follow. 

A. TOUE OF InspkOtion. 

In March, shortly after closing my last Eeport, I went to Penang 
and Perak. In the former place I had the pleasure of finding Mr. 
Oastells and his wife well, and learning from him of his work, which 
was prospering. I had *the pleasure here of meeting not a few old 
friends, and of distributing a considerable number of Scriptures in the 
Perak jail, and during all my trip I had many opportunities of 
conversations with Europeans and native^. 

In the last days of August I started for Java, and on my arrival 
in Batavia was very pleased to find Boram and his wife and child in 
good health, although there was a considerable amount of cholera and 
smallpox there and almost all over Java, which increased considerably 
while I was on the island. Mr. Boram had iarranged for quite a number 
of Bible Meetings for me both in English and Malay, and what be- 
tween carrying out the program;ne, speaking every night, and visiting 
friends of the Society during. the day, writing letters and having 
consultations regarding the work, 1 had ray hands thoroughly full. 

An annual sermon W9.s. preached in tUe principal church of Batavia 
by the Bev. Mr. Albers, Boram's fatljier-in-law, which was, I under- 
stand, well attended. I myself gave an address in the English Church 
(there being now no minister) at which about forty English gentlemen 
and ladies were present. ' 

The day's rest on board, between Batavia and Samarang, did me 
some good. I remained in the latter place one or two days, seeing 
people and looking after the printing, «4i.d then went on to Mr. 
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Penninga's place, Lawang.^ I was also glad to find him very well, 
together with his wife and two children. He is doing a capital work 
in East Java, superintending his colporteurs well, and I think there 
will be much good fruit in after years from his work. From Lawang 
1 went to Solo to see Mr. Jansz, and spent with him some days. 

Going about in the third-class railway carriages, both in East and 
West Java, I had many oppoi*tuniiies of conversation, both with 
Europeans, half-castes, Chinese Babas, and natives of all classes, and 
I was very much pleased at what I saw and learned. In Buitenzorg, 
where I went to a meeting that had been arranged, I spoke to over 
100 Chinese Babas (country -boms) gathered in a nice meeting-room by 
the Rev. Mr. Albers. This meeting originally only consisted of about 
three or four men, then the distribution of the Word of God com- 
menced, first by myself and then more regularly and systematically by 
Boram, and the gathering began to increase, and now, under the 
direction of Mr. Albers, a grand work is going on, which has already 
borne fruit and promises to bear more and more. In the train on the 
way to Lawang I was much interested in listening to a conversation 
between one Chinese Baba and several Muhammadan natives regarding 
the Bible ; it appeared that the former must have read considerable 
portions thereof, although he was not himself a professed Christian, 
and he was explaining the nature of the book to the others, and telling 
them what comfort was to be obtained therefrom. I presume that 
they had been led to talk on the subject through my being in the 
carriage and myself selling and speaking about ' The Book.' On the 
same line I talked to a Dutch officer on the subject of our work, and 
its value generally, and to himself personally, and he was quite 
interested and bought a Bible or Testament (I forget which) for his 
children, he said. Many of the Chinese Babas I spoke to, told me that 
they had read the Gospels, and many had been impressed with them, 
but that the doctrines were too holy for a business man to follow in 
and make money at the same time. Several Javanese also told me 
that they knew the book well when I showed it to them, and said that 
the reading of it was becoming common in Java and that many people 
were believing it, and becoming Christians. I would not like to take 
as worth too much all that was said to me, but still, if nothing else, it 
shows that ' the Word ' is really getting among the people, and surely 
it must have some effect. I think, in contrast to this, of when I first 
went to Java, when it was very hard to find a man, especially among 
the Chinese, who had ever heard of the Scriptures, whereas now the 
case ifi exactly the other way. 

From Solo I returned direct to Samarang, as I was still much too 
unwell to prolong my trip to Jokjokarta and other places that I had 
fully intended to go to, and returned by the first steamer to Singapore, 
having been away from there just about six weeks. On the whole I 
was very much pleased with my trip, and, had it not been for a brief 
attack of illness, it would have been still more profitable. 

^ A view of the Dep6t here is given in the Reporter for 1892. 
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faithfully done.' Riots in some quarters and rumours of 
them in others excited public attention, but did not 
seriously interfere with the inen on their rounds. They 
have on the whole worked steadily with encouraging 
success. 

ClRCUMSTAKCES AND DXTAILS OF GiRCULATIOK. 

The stafiE of workers in the Agency for 1891 was as follows : — The 
Agent, two sub-agents, and thirty-five native colporteurs, showing 
three native colporteurs more than in 1890 ; and, according to the time- 
list, about 199 weeks of work, more than were obtained in the pre- 
ceding year. Owing, however, to various hindrances, the sales of 
Scriptures in 1891 were somewhat less than in 1890 ; the sales effected 
by the native colporteurs and the sub-agents being smaller by the 
rather startling figure of 9,553 copies. But the unpleasantness of this 
decrease is somewhat relieved, I am glad to state, by an increase in 
the sales effected through the kind co-operation of our missionary 
brethren ; these sales reduce the unfavourable difference between 
those of 1891 and 1890 to the sum of 1,011 copies.^ 

Here I would notice a highly gratifying fact, suggested by the 
second table given below in spite of its otherwise disagreeable aspect, 
viz., the increase in the sales of Bibles and New Testaments, ^ese 
bookK, especially the Bibles and Old Testaments, are almost wholly sales 
to or for native Christians, and betoken, I believe, an advance among 
them in the practice of reading, and, let us hope, of also studying the 
Word of God. 

^ Tables of Circulation by Sales. 

I. 





Bibles. 


N. Tests. 


Port! >n8. 


Totrf. 


Total Sales hy Colporteurs and sub- 
aizeiits only in 1891 


122 


944 


59,268 
68,503 

9,235 


60,334 ; 


Ditto ditto in 1890 


133 


1,251 


69,887 > 






Decrease in 1891 


11 


307 


9,558 



11. 




Total Sales by Col^rteurs, Mission- 
aries, and Agent in 1891 

Ditto ditto in 1890 



Bibles. 



N. Tests. 



Portions. 



Total. 






Decrease or Increase. 



420 
238 



182 



2,932 
2,030 



902 



71,022 74,874 | 
73,117 75,385 



2,095 1,011 
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Meanwhile, a word or two may be written about the grants made 
in the Agency during the year. These were somewhat more numerous 
in 1891 than in 1890, and considerably more so than the gifts 
annually made in previous years : — 

The following table will best show this : — 



Fvee Grants in 1891 
„ 1890 



tt 



» 



Difference between them. 



Bibles. 


N. Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


16 
67 

1 


373 

172 


402 
349 


791 
588 


51 


201 


53 


203 



This advance in these grants is due to the distressing and impoverished 
condition of the people for whom the gifts were made, and which was 
brought about by the fearful floods of the last few years in Shan-tung 
and Ghih-li. Of these free gifts 100 copies of the New Testament 
were donated to the Bev. J. Innocent, of the English Methodist 
Mission^ for the use of poor Christians under his care in Chih-li and 
Shan-tung ; 250 copies of New Testaments were donated to Rev. F. 
Harmon, of the English Baptist Mission, Shan-tung, f<»r a similar 
purpose; and about 200 of the Gospels were distributed by Mr. 
Clarke, of the China Inland Mission, and by the Agent during the 
famine relief operations in the winter of 1890-1891 ; the remainder 
of the grants were, as usual, made to the Mission Schools, Theological 
Institutes, and women's work. Adding these grants to the sales, the 
circiUcUion for 1891 comes up to within 808 copies of that for 1890. 



Pkess Work for the Year. 

The printing done in this Agency for 1891 comprised the following 
Scriptures : — 

Chinese Scriptures. Mandarin * Genesis ' 25,000 copies \ 

'Job' 15,000 „ ( at 

'Psalms' 10,000 „ (Fuchow 
•Jonah' 40,000 „ ) 

Korean and Chinese, diglott. Gospel of 

St. John ... ... 3,000 „ at Soul 



ft 
if 



Total... 93,000 copies. 



The diglott edition seems to meet with very great favour both 
among natives and foreigners in Korea, and I expect to have soon to 
ask for something more in this line. 
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CkK>PaBiAiTION OF MlS8iOI?iLBtBS. 

■» ... 

II . " 

As will be Been fr^iuthd U^t'^f sftled, ,tbe oifoulataoa ipf tbie Scrip* 
tares in 1891 was, as usual, greatly aided by seveval of oBr misfiioaai^y 
friends, in difierent parts of tbe Ageiicj, both fey sefling tbei ^riptares 
to the people and by superintending, counselling, and sympathizing 
with the colporteurs in their labours and troubles. Ten or a dozen of 
our native staff in Chih-li, Manchuria, Korea, and Shau-si were 
through the year under the direct guidance of British or Canadian 
missionaries of various sections of the universal Church. These 
serTrtoies have been of inestimable value, and will be willfegly con- 
tinued throu^ the coming year ; and, doubtless, the work of the col- 
porteurs in their respective districts will tend to strengthen the hands 
of the missionaries and to contribute its fair qViOta to the cosaaaon task 
of evangelizing those districts, thereby cheering the missionaries^ 
hearts in return for the care and trouble bestowed on the colporteurs. 
Most heartily do I acknowledge these kind services of the brethren ; 
aad^it <«>no>fitMilI pleMure to look forwaFd to tki» grcKdiNbl extebsion 
of thi^^ptoTtioipfttion in oiDr wot^ by the'niiBsio]laAtie» in othMr dostriots,, 
the diffiotrity imtfae way of a moife riupid dHtension beitigtthia Wfiorb of 
suitabk dolpoi^teurs, Lei, of meii who have a fiaKr^ kUdwledgB of tthe 
ScstipitiMrte, asid Whe have tte pieDy »nd tile iitlte^l)iigeat» akid the 
physii^al' Vigour essential to the stHsdessf lil proseootien o& sudh. w work 
as that: of 9oripl(Lu^e volportlage in a couivtry like C^hina^ whiDhiis one 
of the-, most di^nlt aiKrd anxkiolife fiertns of missiokiary operafkions' in 
thiifi country. There «ve sevteral ibi8«it)narie» now who would «gladly 
take charge o£ two or thv^esueh me&.if hhvf werer f oHleootniog ; halt, 
alftsl they atfe ndt. Tt*illy elBcieiit satire eolportenrfrare eren nMDve 
diffioult to fio^ than tnaly (frffieient naJtivs efwuagelista 

II. Survey of the I^rovinces. 

Details of the colporteurs' movements and of the state 
of native society, so far as these are given, will be best 
read in Mr, Bryant's own words. One of the most 
pleasant aspects of the Society's work is the way in which 
it assists and consolidates purely missionary effort, just as, 
on the other hand, the men are in numerous instances 
assisted and supervi^d by the missionaries. Most explicit 
testimony was bxpfme to thte great value of colportage by 
the Presbytery of the U.P. Church when m session in 
May 1891, at Mukden in Manchuria, and this is no 
solitary instance. There ca^ be no doubt — least of all in 
the minds of tho«e te- whom China is familiar — that there 
is no more powerful influence at work among the strange 
chaotic masses of society thea^e than tjaat of the steady 
diffusion of the Scriptures by mctti who ai«[> qualified to 
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speak oi the v^ue of the books they offer, and shbw 
how attractive Christianity is by their own blameless and 
courteous manners, ' 



CHIE-LL 



 Bibles, 


N. Teste. 


Poi*tl«n&. 


Total, j 


Sold by 'fColpdijteurs, MissioH'aries, 

aml.the Agfent; 1891 •....'.... 

Ditto dilute • 1890 


107 ^ 
1^' 


8W1 


31,091 
38,876 


31,7^0 
89^879 


1 


1 - . - . 




DB{Si-«a,se is, ld91 


T 


!' 379 


7,7a5! 


.*». . 



Owuaig to' the inimdaibipttsdui^iBg 1890, it vras found im{w»otioabl& 
for all our re^lar Ohih^Ii laoen to worjc in tb^ir. old districts, aad they 
were accordingly sent for a tour in Shan-si and Ho-nan. Of these men 
I must say a few words first. 

The colporteurs located in Sban-si had to travel much through 
mountainous districts, whose population appears to be sparse and poor ; 
and among whom they evidently felt themselves to be sojourners, much 
like foreigners in a foreign country. The habits and diet of the people 
and their tongue seemed strange to our Chih-lian and Shan-tung men. 
But, notwithstanding all this, they did quite as well in the way of sales 
as they were wont to do in the populous plain of Chih-li. The brethren 
located in Nocthern Ho-nan were equally successful. But the travelling 
expenses of them all were necessarily much heavier than they usually 
are in Chih-li. All these brethren were allowed to prosecute their work 
quite peaceably, except one. Colporteur Su, at a city in Ho-nan called 
Wei-Hwei-fu, was molested and somewhat ill-treated. He was arrested 
in the street while selling his books, beaten, imprisoned for four or five 
days, and relieved by his official guardians of nearly all the little stock 
of moB&yhe possessed ; a»d:all this simply because he was selling the 
books nrhieh toaoh the foreign ^ Religion. o£ J-^sus.' In one or two. 
plaoes in this i*9gioa of Hd^nan, Mr. Evans, too,. I believe, met with 
some' fqipeRntioa andill-wiM, but xko^ihing of a -serious nature befell him 
or any of the brethren in their far-off field of labour. . On the whoW,. 
they were fairiy well reowved iniaost places ; and it is to be hoped that 
the good wosk d0]se<by them will yet bear m^uoh firuit and that ere k>ng. 
Of the remainder of our Chih-li colporteurs, two continued through the 
year vzuier the superantendsboe of Messsrs. Bridge and. Griffith, of the 
dima Inland Misaozi, -i^ho are located at Bhun^teh^u, in the south- 
vest of this prorxDoe ; two ethers contimied to work from Peking 
eastward^ sorifanraurd, and .nveiirth- westward, 'onder the care oi the Bey. 
G. Owen, LJktiS., Facing ; one mere la^ured in a district east . of 
TientBia, unohex'the direction of the Eev. F. Turner, of the En^ish Metho- 
dist Misaioo:; aa;idtiTronien!CQetin»ed under the eupervision of the Bey. 
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J. Innooenty also of the English Methodist MissicHi, working in 
Northern Shan-tung, and in parts of Chih-li, bordering on Shan-tung ; 
and the two remaining colporteurs pursued their vocation through some 
districts in central ChihJi, under the direct superintendence of the 
Agent. 

With this somewhat increased stafE of native workers, and forty- 
one nominally more weeks of work than registered in 1890, an increased 
<;irculation of the Scriptures for the year might well have been ex- 
pected, as certainly has been the case in some instances ; but unhappily 
I have to report a largely diminished circulation as compared with that 
of 1890. This is accounted for by the prevalence in the course of 
the year of much severe sickness among the corps. Mr. Evans was 
unable to render more than about twenty-six weeks of real work, if so 
much, during the year, owing to serious illnesses, which ultimately 
necessitated his leaving China for England on November 7, on a well- 
deserved furlough, after nearly eighfc years of hard, faithful, and 
•efficient work. 

In the light of this statement respecting Mr. Evans, it will not be 
surprising to find that his sales, together with those of his companion 
colporteurs, are 5,610 copies below what they were in 1890. 



MANCHURIA, 
Population, about 20,000,000. 



Blblea. 



j Total Sales by Colporteurs and Mis- 
sionaries in 1891 ! 

Do. do. in 1800 



Increase in 1891 



99 
55 



44 



N. Tests. 


Portions. 


544 
282 


24,486 
22,407 


262 


2,079 



Total. 



25,129 
22,744 



2,385 



The work in Manchuria has been confined, as in previous years, to 
the two provinces of Shing-king and Kir-in, Tsi>tsi-har being still un- 
visited by the Society's oolporteurs ; and this owing to the greater 
claims of the more numerous inhabitants of the two other provinces on 
■our yet too few men. 

Mr. Turley and his thirteen native fellow-workers as usual travelled 
much during the year, and altogether achieved in sales a gratifying 
success. 

He writes thus : ^ The year on the whole has been a very encourag- 
ing one ; our native staff remains practically the same, except that Mr. 
Boss has taken on a half-time agent, whose sales are thus far very small ; 
in fact he has hardly got into working order. Our missionary friends 
have, as usual, given me personal assistance and sympathy. 

* Personally, my own sales are less than last year owing to many 
causes ; but those of our native brethren are a fair average. I am 
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striving to raise the standard of our men and make their work much 
more efEectual.' 

Mr. Turley proceeds to give brief appreciative notes respecting each 
colporteur, which it is not necessary to reproduce here ; suffice it to state 
that * all • the men did on the whole give much satisfaction ' to him in 
the work they accomplished. 

On several occasions during the year, one or more of the colporteurs 
accompanied soma of the missionaries on their preaching and book- 
selling tours, and they appear to have always given great satisfaction 
to our missionary friends. 



iKOBEA. 
PopukUim, 10,518,937. 



Bibles. 


N. Tests. 


Portions. 


Total. 


Sales by Colporteurs and Missionaries 
in 1891 


68 
47 


740 
517 


8,832 
4,485 


9,640 
5,049 


Ditto ditto in 1890 




Increase in 1891 


21 


223 


4,347 


4,691 



I will next turn to Korea as it is so near a neighbour of Manchuria. 
Evidence of progress is agreeably observed in the statistics which I have 
to give of our work in that interesting kingdom. Six native colpor- 
teurs were at work in connection with our Society, more or less, during 
the year. Two of them, father and son, located in the north-west, and in 
a measure under the care of Mr. Turley, prosecuted their work through 
the whole year. Two others are half-time men, working in the valleys 
of the * Perpetually White Mountains,' to the north-east of Man- 
churia, and under the care of Bev. J. Boss, of Mukden. The other 
two were working from Soul, but one of them was dismissed last 
May as incompetent 3 and the remaining colporteur, when the accounts 
were taken in May last, had apparently worked only for a short 
period. This man is attached as a companion colporteur to one of the 
Canadian missionary brethren, is very highly spoken of, and is 
believed to be a valuable worker. 

The total amount of weeks' work rendered by the two full-time 
men and the two half-time men seem to have been 156 weeks, against 
130 weeks' work in 1890. 

The missionary brethren, both American and Canadian, have, as 
usual, considerably assisted us in the circulation of the Scriptures in 
Korea ; and the increase in our circulation there is due largely to their 
much valued aid, as the table given above will show. 

It is to be noted that the Bibles sold in Korea were in Chinese, and 
that 320 copies of the New Testament and 3,560 copies of the Portions 
were also in Chinese. As the written language and literature of 
China form the substance of all Korean education, Korea will become. 
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for a time at leasts more and more to us a fiidd ior eirculatiafp our 
Chinese Scriptures, besides what may be done in the venatMalav of tke 
people. Smpitures .in the ^wpmaamlar uriil, bl oonrse, be ahrays 
neo^ssary ; £ttr thov^h mimy of the: mna may spoim. tkeiv molihff 
tongue as a means of inteUeetool eBdnrme .and •eajoyoMnt,. the women 
will not ; and I am told by the misaLonams semdant in i Korea that 
neae](3F ail the women in. that oeimAry aam iread ih% ^lenueolar ; and 
that the motfaema tsach tbeir cldl4amL th» same iiatriotic aocompiiA' 
ment. Okristianity will, doid^tlessy by and hy mate the veraociihur a 
more respectable thing even in the eyes of the>ediiieated EiOseaDS, when 
they find that the * living waters * of God's Word, and the delectable 
breath of our Western Christian life, blow more freely and taste 
more sweetly in their despised but yet noble mother tongue. May 
God speed the coming of that good iamel 



Sff Air- TUNG. 
Population, 36,645,704. 



Bibles. 



Bales to and by the Missionaries in 
1891 

Sales by the half-time Colporteurs, 
&c., 1890 

Increasfrin 1891 



140 



8 



 » ■». .W I 



182 



N. Tests. I Portions 



902 
72 



2,293 
393 



830 



1,W«' 



TotaL 



3,835 
478 



2,902 



Of Bhatl-tung there is not much to report beyond What is started in 
the statistics for the year. The Soctety bad no colporteurs etnpioyed 
in this province during' 1891, except those under the cax^ of the Rev. 
J. Innocent, north' of the Yellow Riv^, «tnd whose sales are giren, as 
in previous years, in the statistics of Chih-li. , The missionaries of the 
English Baptist Mission, however, purchased in the course df the year 
a considerabte quantity of our Scriptures for oireulotion in their 
districts; and especially among the Christiann under their care ; and it is 
an exceedingly gratifying fact that we have been privileged to supply 
our brethren in Shan-tung with 140 Bibles or Cwd Testaments, and 
New Testaments to the amount of 902 copies, seeing that these books 
are nearly all — probably all —in the hands of the native Christians, 
and are being read, marked, learned, and inwardly digested, more or 
less perfectly. Surely, strong men and women, to do valiantly for the 
Kingdorii of God, may be erpetited in Shan-tung in the immediate 
future. May the Giver of 'the Book give them richly of His tnspiring 
Spirit ! 
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Decrease in 1891 









19^' 
278 



8,»t57 

6/128 



79 



1,221 
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The colportage work of the Society in the province of Shannsi, since 
the autumn of 1890, has been entrusted to the care and control of a 
Bibl» Society coounit^to^ oonxbliiig of «U the wale Bidtish mififtioji- 
aries iferking in tibe province, the Eeed^viacters of whose eooecoitiive is 
in Tai-Yuen^fu, froni' whicb airangemexit) it is hoped that much good 
will.a.ccirue, both as regatde the ^antityiand quality of the woitk done. 
No repertr ho-weveir, eiseeptithe statistics of sales fen ld9»l, has been 
received^ fvom tbe oonunittee, but^ doubtless, tbie laoh will be duly 
BUppifljed next year. In addition to the d(rcuk(taon of the ScDiptures 
e£Eeoted through the Shan-»si eommittee, 1,138 copies were sold dwing 
the i^ear by the Rev. W. T, Beynon, C.I.M., KweinQtra-Chetig^ 
and dolpoirteur Liang, who wfts \mder Mr. Beynotn's supexrvision for 
aboul sevten looEnth^^ Eat owing to the absence this year of a foreign 
oolpeirtetd: fvom Shanndi, the totaleiteulationi repeated from the province 
falk ttbeift of the circulation al^iaeted in 1890 by 1,^6 copies* 



BTo Statistics are given this year from the province of Shen-si. 1 
did teceivea statement of sal^ from We missionary brother; but, owing 
to some confusion in the number of books given as sold, I have for the 
present withheld that statement, in the hope of being able, before 
next year's accounts are made up, to put this brother's accounts right. 
Nevertheless, 'I know that a good many of bur Scriptures were 
circulated in the province during 1891, although how many cannot at 
present be tabulated. 

KA^-JSU. 
PopulaHoHy 4,80^,8721 
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years) 
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Brief statements of sales in Kan-su have been received from two 
centres ; these cover two years, and were given by the China Inland 
Mission brethren resident at Lanchow, the capital of Kan-su, and at 
Ninghsia, a city ten or twelve days eastward of Lanchow, and on the 
borders of Mongolia. The sales do not seem to have amounted to 
many, though the total comprises books in three languages, viz., 279 
in Chinese, 113 in Tibetan, and 72 in Arabic, or a total of 464 copies. 
The missionary brethren at those two centres regret that they have no 
natives they can employ as colporteurs, and that, owing to the claims 
of their own stations, they themselves cannot now give very much 
time to preaching and Scripture-selling tours, as was their wont in 
years past. 

MONGOLIA. 

m 

Population, abotU 2,000,000, 

Of Mongolia I have nothing to say this year again, except the 
unspeakable loss which Mission work among Mongols has sustained in 
the lamented death of the Bev. James Qilmour in May last. This 
sorrowful event removed from the Mission forces of this portion of 
Asia the only British missionary, if not the only missionary, who 
could speak the Mongolian language efEectively, so that there is not at 
present any foreign missionary who can render to us any aid in the 
circulation of the Scriptures among the Mongols ; and we have no 
native colporteurs capable of undertaking such a work ; and what is 
more important still, we have not much of the Scriptures that is 
available for circulation among them. The China Inland Mission 
brethren who are located at several points on the borders of Mongolia, 
and who see a good deal of the people, tell me that the Swan and 
Stallybrass version of the Scriptures is not intelligible to the few 
readers whom they have hitherto met, and that those among the 
Mongols who are able to read are evidently very few. Both these 
statements tally exactly with what the late Mr. Gilmour had told me 
before. The Gospel of Matthew translated by Dr. Edkins and Bishop 
Schereschewsky is better adapted for Eastern Mongolia, but very 
seldom can a copy even of that book be sold. 



//. CENTAL AND SOUTHERN CHINA. 

In the Report of 1891, reference was made to the 
union, at least for the present, of the former Central and 
Southern Agencies, under the superintendence of Mr. Ken- 
mure (see p. 243) with his centre of operations at Shanghai. 
The paragraphs which follow are from the first report of 
this larger division of the field. The accounts are less 
complete than could be desired, but furnish a ' record of 
much hard work performed in exceptionally difficult 
circumstances.' 
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New and larger premises, beside the United States 
Consulate, have been erected in Shanghai, and 
one of the earliest uses to which the Board Room was 
devoted was the reception of the newly elected Revisers 
who, in accordance with the Resolutions of the great 
Missionary Conference of 1890, are pursuing their work of 
preparing the future Union and standard edition of the 
Chinese Bible. Their meetings were held from the 18 th to 
the 23rd of November, and were, while they lasted, a 
centre of much interest and pleasure. 



WoEK AND Circulation op the Yeab.^ 



The Shanghai Ladies' Auxiliary has done and is >still doing much 
to interest the people of Shanghai in the Society's work. At present 
it numbers a few members only : their collections in 1891 amounted to 
$63.00, besides subscriptions for the Society's Magazines, which they 
are exerting themselves to circulate. 

The figures for the past year are remarkable. It seemed the most 
natural thing to expect that the anti-foreign and anti- Christian riots of 
last year would have a very serious influence in reducing the sales of 
Scriptures, and had the sales been very much lower than those of past 
years, we should not have been surprised. But it has been the other 
way. In some provinces the work has been entirely suspended ; in 
others, while not actually stopped, sales were few, and the men were 
subjected to various indignities ; but in others again — in those more 
remote from the centres of confusion — the people showed a marked 
readiness to listen to the preaching of the Word and bought freely. It 
was as if the riots and the fear that was upon men's hearts were 
driving the people out of themselves to seek refuge in the living God, 
The following extracts from reports of superintendents and others 
throw a vivid light on the working of the native mind. 

^ Table of Circulation. 



1891. 


Bibles and 
Old Tests. 


New Tests. , Portions. 

1 


Totals. 


1890. 


Sales bv ColDorteurs 
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89a 
169 
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1,706 
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15,004 2 


188,296 
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15,284 
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5,663 
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from Depdts 


Fr«€ Grants 
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1,254 


2,716 158.807 
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186,084 




Increase on 1890 


518 


215 i Q.^.OfiO 2A.Ad.^ 


26,693 
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15,000 portions were distributed at the Triennial Sxainination at Nanljing. 
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KIAMOrSU, 

> 

(Hf miction — B6,8S3 hooks. 

This is the boTO^ province, an^ Jms gbaJOghai for its hajpis of opera- 
tione. Seven colporteurs were ei^ployed, under the superintendence 
of Mr. Day and Mr. Murray. Mr. Day spent ' the first part of the 
year in the large and po{>a4oud region north of the Yaui^a. Mr. 
jBdJurray imad^ tfvo.irip^ totbe/«outb* Daring H^ hot,8Mi»pi^jac«>ths 
the native colporteurs were gathered tp^etber.on t'^o »epayat© oeeasione 
for instruction in the Scriptures. 

The district in which Mr. bay was working and travelling was 
well within the influence of the riots, which were then alarming the 
country. As he approached Shanghai he was to see some of the 
devastation wrought against the foreigners. 

' On arriving at the city of Wu-sih, the first thing that attracted our 
attention was the ruins of the large Roman Catholic Church (a new 
one) and other buildings in connecticto with that (yfeatioii, • Here, also, 
we found the place all e*cHement, fortbje 'rixst there 'had oocwrred enly 
about three days previously. I had oocasMMi to stop about half«««Mliear, 
and a little crowd soon collected on- 4>he'ian4ing^aoe by the boat. 
They wanted to know who we were and what fwe 'were doiDg. Of 
coulee I came out, and brought a few books in my band, hardly 
expebting to sell any, especially under tfee circumstances. But I was 
agreeably disappointed, for during isbe sbort time (less dban balf-«n* 
hour) of our stay there we sold fifty-two Goepels.' 



Fifteen colporteurs, superintended by nine missionaries, have been 
at work in this province. Mr. Murray and '^r. Day both made short 
journeys in different directions. 

Mr. A. Wright, O.'T.'M., bas charge of two men. Se says : — 

* These four months (August-November) have beeti ones of special 
persecution to both colporteurs, having on several occasions escaped 
just in time to avoid a beating ;' but T never saw them so full of fire 
for their work as they are now, and XY^qiv sales are better if anything 
than they have been during former m(»iths. For this we thank Ood, 
for the seed they are sowing by their lips, as also by the Scriptures, 
must and will bear frmt/ 

Mr. Grierson, C.I.M., Wenchow, writes : — 

* Mr. Boa has as usual done a good yearns work. The places near 
Wenchow and district are being more and more thoroughly worked, 
and he has had to take much longer journeys, often away amongst the 
hills and valleys. It'a a joy to. think of the many who have in aome 
measure at least had an offer of salvation and had God's Word supplied 
to tbem, which is ftble^ to make tbMQ' wdfd imto' 

Colporteur Wong relates : — 
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' On the third day of the sixth moon I bad my books spread out for 
sale on the new bridge in Njngpo.. A Buddhist priest came up, and 
looking at the books, bought four copies each of the four Gospels and 
Acts. He came the secoml time, and bought three copies of each again, 
never saying a word. He came a third time the fame day, an,d then 
wanted to buy my stock. I asked hiin why, and a mati who accom- 
panied him answered, ** He wants to burn them.'^ Irdfhsed to sellliim 
a,nf more, begged him to read the Sermon on the Mourit as recotlded in 
Matthew, and to tell me why he wanted to destroy siich books. 

' He stood by me for a time and looked over "the chapters, saying 
that they were good. He then bought one set of five, aiid promised me 
not to burja them. 

*This priest refused to give me his name or address.' 



• GAN-KWtTY. 
Circulation — ctbotU 200 books. 

No report has come to hand from this province. One man was at 
work for a short time, but it was fofiiMl advisable not to do much. 

f 

» • - r^ , 

-' . J ' • 

• AJ^liVSL 
Circulaiion^ yOO^ books. 

Mr. Begg and Mr. MoUand had between them three colporteurs at 
work. Owing, however, to the unsettled state of the country, and to 
the excitement against foreigners, work had to be suspended more than 
once. In May last Mr. MoQ^asd and hi» l^onily were driven out of 
Wuhu, and were obliged to take refuge for several months in Shanghai. 
Mt. Begg says- : — 

'Your eblportetir Riacig 'Kii:k«ki«n fafts jfist-r^tirned {rom>a joujiiiBey, 
He has had encouragement and good sales, but it is Ttwy di&cidti •to 
follow tip any' who give a good eai^lto the Word/ . 



• • SPO-NAIf. ' •  

.. ' - , . - '- ...... 

Two coj-poribeura yr^V^ employ^' wder Mr. CoulthaydrOf the C. J.^„ 
but no ri^port J;)as come, to hand,T-Sjee Cbih-Li, .p. 247. 



HU.NJJ{. ...... 

Hunan rose to a world-wide notoriaty, during 1891 as the centre of 
disturbance. Always intensely anti-foreign, and without any resident 
missiojoary, it is a difficult: field to work,. Last ye^^p, howev^r, Mr. 
Stenvall, like matny others before him, xnade a journey right across it* 
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CireulaUon — 701 books. 

This province being the head-quarters of the Scotch Bible Society, 
most of the colportage work in it is left to that Society. We have 
one man under the care of the Bev. 0. G. Sparham of the London 
Mission Mr. Sparham writes : — 

' Your colporteur Mr. Wen has worked indefatigablj, and the results 
will, I think, compare favourably with some previous years, which is 
satisfactory when it is remembered that this year has been marked by 
so strong an anti-foreign feeling, and that in Hankow this feeling has 
been especially strong. 

* Mr. Wen has worked in the streets of Hankow, on the steam-boats, 
and also on some of the numberless boats always moored at the mouth 
of the Han.'' 

SZE-CHUEN. . 
Circulaiiion — ^2,926 hooka* 

Two colporteurs have been at work under the care of Mr. James of 
the China Inland Mission. No report has come to hand. In the 
provinces of Yun-nan and Kwei-chow nothing has been done. Arrange- 
ments for new work were made with the Rev. Mr. Thome, but owing 
to his lamented death they fell through. 

FUH'KIEN, 
CHrculation-'ZZt%12 books. 

Foochow. — ^The work from this centre has been, as in the previous 
year, under the careful superintendence of the Rev. L. Lloyd, of the 
Church Mission. 

' Four colporteurs have been employed during the year — one in the 
city of Foochow and three in the large prefecture of Hing Hwa, 
between Foochow and Amoy. All these men have received only $2{ 
per mensem from the Bible Society, the other moiety of their salaries 
being provided from other sources. Their journaJs speak of much 
interest manifested in their message, and they seem to have met with 
very little rude treatment, even in these riotous times. Their sales 
have not been so large as one could wish, and I hope the Society will 
see its way to have all its publications made as attractive-looking as 
possible, as this helps the sales largely in such a country as this.' 

The great event of the year at Foochow was undoubtedly the pub- 
lication, after careful revision, of a new edition of the vernacular Bible 
in the Chinese character. From various sources one hears of the gi*eat 
boon this has been to the native church. An American missionai^ 
writes : — 

' Among the missionaries the new Bible has bad a wonderful sale. 
Old missionaries say they never sa>V anything like it. Every one is 
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loud in their praises of it, and certainly our sincere thanks are dne to 
the two Bible Societies [the American and the British and Foreign] 
who have so liberally supported the great undertaking.' 

Amoy, — The B-ev. F. P. Joseland, for the greater part of the year, 
had charge of two separate colportage districts, employing for a longer 
or shorter period some twelve men. He was relieved of the care of the 
^orth Biver district by the Be v. James Sadler, who has returned from 
a visit to England. Mr. Joseland reports that various changes have 
been made in the North Biver staff, but that ^^^ colporteurs, aided 
by two burden-bearers when on long journeys, have been hard at 
work. 

*The good of Bible work is not seen in the mere tabulation of 
statistics. There is no fairness in comparing the money spent in 
salaries and expenses with the number of books sold, or even further 
with the number of men brought into the church. Spiritual results 
can never be weighed with the same scales as sugar and tea. ... I 
do believe we may hope for an increasing ratio of good results of seed 
sown and germinating in many hearts, in a gradual lessening of thi 
hatred against foreigners, and in a growing preparedness of heart to 
receive God's holy truth.' 

Mr. Boss's report begins with a reference to a matter of first-class 
importance, and one to which no earnest worker can be indifferent* 
What is the quality of our native colporteurs? Are they true men! 
Are they intelligent ] More important still — ^Ajre they converted men 
and zealous in their work of spreading the Gospel % And what are the 
residts of their work % Here is one answer : — 

*' The men employed this year as colporteurs are of the best quality, 
judged from the stand-point of moral character and spiritual earnest- 
ness. Two of them have not before acted in the capacity of distri- 
butors of God's Word, but have been used by the mission as preachers. 
This may, in a small degree, account for the not very large nimiber of 
Portions sold. I am sure what the Society aims at is that solid work 
be done, and that this kind of work has been done I am quite 
confident. 

* The colporteiu*6 in their journey ings cover large areas of country, 
and very striking individual cases of conversion, simply through the 
instrumentality of the portion of Scripture may be rare ; but there is 
a sort of success and testimony even more cheering and inspiring than 
that of one or two isolated instances where, to all appearance, men 
have cast away their idols to serve the living and true God. But some 
events have transpired which point conclusively to the fact that the 
influence of the colporteur and the power of the message he carries in 
his hand and speaks with his lips, are far-reaching and vitalizing. 

^A scholar who has placed himself under Christian instruction, 
assured me that the preaching and study of God's Word had 'changed 
the direction of his thoughts and feelings, and weaned him from the 
lying, lucrative business of the fortune-teller, and made him willing to 
bear poverty, endure persecution and ostracism, that his heart might 
possess the truth which riches cannot secure. I feel convinced we are 
near an hour when the litertUi of China are inclining to us and our 
message. There is a greater willingness to read the Scriptures and 

S 
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inqiiiie for their meaning, a(nd this will lie, as it haB afaready been, the 
len^ien in the huge lump of indifference -existent in this oonntry. On 
every hand the testimony is 'that the opportanities ivre more md ^mon 
goiden ; hostility gives way to friendliness and coldnesB to interest, 
amd when interest is created the Gk>spel has an <^en door.' 

Circulation — 42,094 copies. 

The Society's work in this province is largely conducted by means 
of Local Committees at Hong-kong and CantoD, and by iElviropean 
colporteurs. 

JSongrhmg. — The report of the Local Seoretary is brief aad biifffness- 
likiS) but It tells of good work done and plans for the iutiire 'wisely 
matured. One pecnliarity of the work at Hong*kong is the work 
aonong the shipping. 

Nearly a thousand steamers (inclnding'tho regular "Canton stexmers) 
were visited by the colporteurs, and during the Ohonese New Year 
holidays good business was done on the fishing junks in the barbonrs 
of SibiUJi'Ja-wan, Yau-ma-ti, and Stanley. These junks are nearly the 
whole yelur out at sea, and only retnrn in great numbers to rest dvriB^ 
tbe new year. 

For many years it has been a cheriebed plan to have a, <jkepdt i9ome- 
where near the oentre of the town, in which the pu;bQlioatianB of tiM 
Tract Society and the Bible Socaety could be otffered for sale. Towai^ 
the close of the past yesur the design was carried out, and a fintt shop 
opened in D'Aguilar Street, at the back of the Ciubu It is koped tbifi 
may prove of great usa 

* Another new undeortaking was the printing of tiiyePsafans ia iBbukfca 
Colloquial, and we hope that this precious hook, which has iialiiaito 
been a sealed book for the greater part of ovec C^ristiaom, wfil be 
opened for many by this version. Our brethren in the iaaierior £nd 
that the Word of God gets more and more its proper place in the 
hearts and houses of otir Christians. As formerly Ohmeee proverbs or 
sentenojes of the Chinese classics were quoted to profve a idling, so they 
now use passages of the Bible, and in many families it is J^gwrdad as 
part of the morning or evening meaJ tka^ a diapter is nftd f nxm the 
Bible.' 

Mr. Bosshard, Superintendent Cc^porteur, besides faariiig dMupge rf 
the Dep6t at Hong-kong, has a numbOT of colporteors <in the vnaBlHDd, 
whom it is his duty to visit from time to time* He writes : — 

' During the y^ar I made three lo^g journeys — osie to Haxnan in 
December, 1890, and two others into the region «f the BmA Biver and 
the Swatow River.' 

Ciwiimi, — From Canton the report speaks of tbe growing ditikmltj 
now found in selling Scriptures in the Kwang-tung provimoe. Ih Htn 
province the people have been eo long in oontaei witk the foreigner, 
and have grown so familiar with the sight of the oolporteiB! and hiK 
bundle of Gospels, that few books can now be sold within dO or 100 
miles of the provincial capital. Nothing but a general awakening to 
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their need of the salvation of Jesus Christ will cause the people to buy 
many Gospels, and Mr. Wells's brief report gives us hope that such an 
;a wakening may not be far off. His men have spent most of their time 
on the West River and on the borders of Kwang-si. 

The S9les of the two. wen svq)«rintended by Mr. Wells amounted to 
5,294 books, an ii^cr^a^e of 646 compared with last jear. This increase 
is remarkable enough when the troubled state of the whole ,CQUi;itry is 
taken into apcount. 

Mr- Eein/Mrdt. T^Since his return to China, Mr. Reinhardt has l^aid 
his head-quarters in Macao, a lov^y j^pot about 30 miles South-west, of 
Hong kong. From there he has worked in every direction, som^tijoc^es 
making long journeys in the interior, sometimes visiting the fishing 
boats in the inner harbour, or talking to the beggars who are to be 
found in great numbers in the streets of Macao. 

Hainan. — After a long and arduous period of work, Mr. Jere- 
miassen, of the American Presbyterian Mission, to whom we are 
indebted for superintending our work in Hainan for several years back, 
made a short visit to Europe, returning in the late autumn. His 
report is very short, but it shows that during the past twelve months 
a good deal was doije in bringing the Gospel to the natives of that 
island. He says : — 

* In December, 1890, Mr. Bosshard [our European colporteur] came 
■on, a visit to our island and accompanied me on a trip to the eastward, 
where he had a very fair sale of books and many heard the Gospel pro- 
claimed.- During January and February I sent out two colporteurs to 
tbe,nai'tkrea6tem: region, where they report having met a great deal of 
opposition, and in some places had even diiBBculty in obtaining a place 
to stay over night. Their sales were not large, still the seeds are 
gradually scattered. 

'During October and ITovember two colporteurs were sent out, one 
«eUii^g tjracts for our mi9eion and the other selling books for your 
^ciety. I find sometimes that two men working in this way do better 
work on a long journey than one by himself. At this time they 
journeyed almost round the island and visited most of the market 
places on the coast/ 

During the year the Gospel of Matthew in Hainanefe in the 
Roman letter was issued from the press. It is especially intended for 
the aborigines of the interior, but is also used by the Chinese con- 
nected with the mission. Referring to this book Mr. Jeremiassen 
<K>ntinue8 : — 

*I am r0qu9st^d by the Hainan brethren to express their very best 
thanks to your. Society for. their kind assistance in bringing the Gospel 
of Matthew in Roman letters through the press. The brethren are 
ajso desirous to express their thanks for the promise of your Society to 
defray the expenses of having the Gospels of Mark, Luke, and John 
printed in Bomiin letiters. The reading of these books has been taught 
^*n our schools and to the church members. As the work grows, the 
demand will greatly increase, more especially among the aboriginal 
tribes, among whom we hope to be pushing forward the work.' 
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KWANQ-SI. 
Circulation — 7,291 copies. 

' Mr. Stenvairs report speaks of an improvement in the general 
attitude of the people towards him, and notes that in Kwang-si it may 
soon be possible for missionaries to take up residence. 

* I met with several Christians, and besides that, the people did not 
throw stones as they usually do, but treated me — in comparison with 
previous visits — tolerably well, and in many places the people knew a 
good deal of the Christian doctrine.' 



§ 36 JAPAN. 

Population (1890), 40,500,000. Protestant communicanfs 

in 1890, 32,380. 

The past year in Japan has been characterised by 
prevalent unrest. Storms of unusual severity washed 
the sea-board, and the earthquake of October was one 
of the worst of the long record of similar upheavals. 
And, as if in sympathy, the political world was hardly 
less disturbed. The history of the first Japanese parlia- 
ment is familiar history : but it will strike many with 
surprise that the development of representative usages is 
hardly less notable than the growth of ultra-radical 
opinion. It is the revulsion from a long lethargy, and 
may be followed by a corresponding reaction in the near 
future. In the meantime and with the last three decades 
qhanges have taken place so great as to submerge many 
an old landmark and create a new state of affairs. The 
reaction against foreigners still continues, though in a 
modified form, and is perhaps more limited than appears 
on the surface. More important is the feeling towards 
Christianity, and evidence seems to show that there is still 
very general indifference. All these influences are im- 
portant in the sphere of the Society's work and deserve 
attention. 

More close to matters of detail is the question of 
circulation, and the means of effecting it. The table 
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below ^ compared with corresponding totals of a few years 
since shows considerable decline. It was a foregone con- 
clusion that, on the amalgamation of the work of the three 
Societies in a general Committee and the application of 
new methods to colportage, there would certainly be a 
decrease in actual numbers. But ifc is believed that the 
change will prove for the better. The returns are more 
trustworthy, the morale of the men is elevated, the 
system is less liable to abuse, and waste is more effectu- 
ally, checked. The circulation has also suffered through 
the absence, owing to illness, of the American Agent, and 
the interruption of colportage during the period of transi- 
tion from earlier to recent arrangements. 

Everything of general interest is given in the para- 
graphs which follow. 



The Tone of Society in Japan. 

Unhappily, some of the worst excrescences of Western civilization 
are being reproduced in this land. Socialism of a low type and in 
its naked hideousness is unknown, but lawlessness is by no means 
uncommon ; and strange to say, the executive often manifest a sad lack 
of energy in dealing with it. The chief exponents of this spirit are 
the soshi (rough students), who for savage brutality and reckless 
disregard of life, are a match for the worst type of socialist to be found 
in Oceidental lands. So far, the superfluous energy of these rowdy 
students has found vent chiefly in the shape of personal attacks on 
political opponents ; but the thing only wants organization to become 
as forinidable to Japan, as is nihilism to Kussia. Japan is not the 
earthly paradise such as has been painted by ephemeral travellers, 
who have nerer got beneath the surface. There is much in her con- 
dition to cause anxiety to those who wish her well ; but we may hope 

1 Tabi^ of Ciboulation of the Thbeb Bible Societies Wobk in Japan. 
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Sales by Colporteurs 

from Chief Depdt 

,, Sab-Depdts . 

to Correspondents 



19 



»J 



Total Sales 
Free Grants^.. 



Bibles. 



1,603 
874 
330 
119 



Tests. 



2,426 
75 



9,f86- 
2,454 
1,641 
364 



Portions 



Totals 2,501 



14,145 
2,692 



21,063 
8,901 
2,356 
5,058 



Miscel- 
laneous. 



Total. 



87,378 
1,086 



12 
55 

7 
12 



86 
6 



32,364 

11,784 
4,334 
5,553 



16,887 I 38,464 



92 



54,035 
3,859 



57,894 



^ Including copies circulated in the districts where the earthquake occurred. 
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t&Ht the same good for tune whieh has hitherto attended her^ may still 
heherS) and that she may make in the future aH few mtstaUes ae in 
the past. 

PiEfELiNd Towards OHRisttAW'fY. 

There is not the same earnest and general spirit of enquiry 
which could be reported some years ago. True, there are earnest 
seekers after truth, and* such there always- will h&, but the mass 
of the people is stolidly indifTerent. Th<e reports of the various 
churches represented in Japan while not unduly pesaiuHetie, show 
|ihat the ratio of progress of, say ten years^^ ago, has not been 
maintained. At the same time there is ample evidence that there 
has been advance, and that that advance still continues. A great 
work is being done, a greater wot^ yet remaina to he- ddkle, and this 
Committee rejoices to think thftt tiaie Sooietieei whieh it repvefleiitB fill 
an important sphere in connection with that- work. Archbishop 
Tait once said : * If I must choose between sending the man 
without the Book, or the Book without the man, then I ssfcy, send 
the Book without the man. The man has made mistakes, and may 
make mistakes ; but the Book can make none/ The Churches are 
not shut up to this alternative. In Japan the voice of the living 
preacher is heard, and the Book is in tbe hands of the people, bearing 
its testimony for God. But sooner or later; and perhaps sooner than 
some imagine, the missionary will be dispenised with ; and with this 
in prospect, we may thank God that the people have in their hands, 
' the Word of God which lireth and abideth fdr ever.' l%e promise- 
is as true now as ever, and tbe fbllowing instances' will show that God's 
Word does not return to Him void: It is acfconrplishingthat which 
He pleases, and prospering In the thing whereto Hfe sends it. 

The C0LPOBTKUB8 AND TSEiR Work 

Several instances might be given of the work done by colporteurs, 
and the Committee bear testimony to the zeal and self denial 
animating many of these devoted men. From personal knowledge and 
atytual e:s:perience gained in itineration, noany of* your CammttteB can 
vouch for the reality of the work being carried on by these noble men, 
often under very arduous and depressing surroundings. Colportage is 
by no means an easy work ; and those engaged in it need the 
sympathy and prayers of God's people, and that in more than the 
conventional sense of the term. Of course, in suoh a large body of 
men some disappoint the expectations of the ComMittee ; but posnbly 
this may be the fault of the system. Some of the Committee think 
the system might be improved by raising the quality and reducing 
the number of the colporteurs, even at the risk of a diminished 
circulation. They would prefer to regard such men, not as so many 
machines, for putting so many copies of the Bible into circulation, bat 
as living evangelists,, going in and out amongst tbe people, and 
exercising that potent influence for good which inseparably attaches to- 
holy Chriait-like Hlws. 
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The Staff. 

The Staff of the Commifctee hag beeo reduced by the absence, 
through ill health, of the lie v. H. Loomis, since July of last year. 
His place in the Bible House is being filled until his return by Mr. 
Braithwaite. In consequence, the latter has not been able personally 
to visit the colporteurs in the interval ; but this has been well done by 
his Japanese assistant. The work may have suffered to some extent, 
but joi^r Commit fcae thopgbt this tJae bes^ arrangement £or the time 
beings 
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The Committee hope soon to publish in Homan character an edition 
of the complete Bible. A Sub-Committee are now preparing' ttiis for 
the piiescr. It irill meert a felt: waifbv and prora au positivB boon tb many 
a Christian worker in Japan. I^ somie quarters the opinion ihaa hfien 
expressed that a Bevised. Version of the New XestameA* Qu^ht to be 
taken, in hand so as to bring it into claser harmony with the Old 
Testament ; but the general ffeeling on the part of those m»st 
comp^imiit to judge is^, that the time for this i& not ripe. IVdCificuKve 
yeac5< to coqid at laftst the present version will be the only oiue.iij m9. 
While npt insensibie to its defeats, we may well feel thankful Ijhatr first 
class scholars amongst the Japanese have spoken in tbe highest terms 
of its' literary merits. Not all these discern the spiritual beauty oFits 
teaching, for ' the naturalimanrecedveth not the things of the- Spirit 
of €k)d/ > butr t^er^ arer zpDiny 8Bat<ier.ed. throughout the land. who h^^e 
found. Christ tlie Liuing. Word enshrined, in the Written, Word, and 
these in v-arjing degrees and different walks of life are reflecting the 
Glory of Christ in their daily lives; Surely this must tell. Opposition 
there may be, discouragements will come, and* indifference* (^ten 
paralyses the earnest worker; but, even if no other results from 
Ciimsbim Mieaaims cooid be pointed to, the Cammiirtee fed tJajali there 
would stilL be graund for devtaut thankfuinesB in the £eict thattJiB 
Word of. God i& in ciroulainon among the millions of Japttn.. .Trhft 
future of Christianity in this land will be no lesa chAqu^ared, poobaUjp 
more.so,jtha£L amcmgstL other nations ; but yomr Conunittfia: feel tlin.t 
iiL this oemneotiofn, liHe words of one of £nglbjKi.'s most iek)qi»8]rt 
writers may be aptly quoiiad to close this report : ' The real.aeciisxtjr' of 
Clseiafcianity is toi be found in its benevolent morality, in. its cuvqsiiaite 
adaptatfekm to the human heart, in the facility with whiok it&sebemfi 
accommoda^tes itself to the capacity of every hiunan intelleet, m tha 
eonsolation which it bears to every house of mourning, in the ligHt 
witdL which it brightens the great mystery of the gra.Te. It is* not now 
for the ^vst time left to rely on the force of its ofwn evidences, lafid 
the ai^tractiofts of its own beauty.' 
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§ 37. AUSTRALIA. 

Population (1885) 2,631,553, (1890) 2,819,367. There are 
about 55,000 Aborigines and 30,000 Chineee. 

There is nowhere more helpful Christian energy than in 
Australia, and it is the good fortune of the Society's many 
friends there, that, with full spiritual provision for them- 
selves, they can directly devote their powers to the 
service of others. In the great colonies of the South, 
vast heathen populations do not hang like a shadow round 
the rising cities and absorb their attention. The Aborigines 
exist, but as the vanishing shadow of a race once populous 
and strong. Where the gold mine is found productive or 
commerce thrives, and when, in consequence, fortunes begin 
to develop, the Christian men of Melbourne and Adelaide 
and their sister cities may devote their wealth to a 
world beyond their own shores. On the potencies of the 
future wealth of the colonies, Mr. Eobjohns' and Mr. 
Davidson's journals are often eloquent ; and it is with a 
sense of what resources may yet come to the treasury of 
the Bible Society that one of the earliest paragraphs in the 
account of the year is written. 

As pertaining not only to the Eastern Agency, but as redounding 
in some sort to the honour of the whole of Australasia, I may mention 
that a deceased friend has left us a very large legacy. The public 
announqement in the Church Record ran thus :— -* By the will of 
Mr. Wniiam Deane, late of Enmore, Sydney, a sum of about £28,000 
will be equally divided between the Church Missionary Society, the 
Church Pastoral Aid Society, and the British and Foreign Bible 
Society.' We are sorry to lose any of our friends ; for * Christ is 
immanent in men. His work is to move the hearts and inspire the 
lives of men, and through such hearts to move and reach the world. 
Men, only men, can carry out this work'. . . The Kingdom of God 
^ acts, not by commandment, but by contagion ; not by fiat, but by friend- 
ship.' And so the world can ill afford to lose any of its best. And 
yet there is this consolation, that such a bequest reveals that the 
claims of great causes are telling on Christian minds, those of the 
Bible Society amongst the number, in these new empires of the south. 

It is to be hoped that these obligations will be felt still 
more ; and there is nothing more pleasant in the journals 
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which follow than the evidence which they give, both 
of the effusive kindness shown to the representatives of 
the Society, and of. the increasing sense of the urgency and 
importance of its daims. It need hardly be added that 
the Committee in London are very sensible of both these 
facts, and that they deeply value, not only the many 
contributions chronicled in the financial lists, but the good 
will of the numerous friends who render the labour of 
the Society's Agents so comparatively easy and delightful. 
It is hoped that year by year may draw closer the bond 
between Home and Colony, and crown with higher 
success than ever the work in which, through the Bible 
Society, both are engaged. 

AUSTRALASIA. 



WESTERN AGENCY. 
(Rev. Gep. Davidson, M. A.) 

VICTORIA, 
8 Auxiliaries. 

S. AUSTRALIA. 
2 Auxiliaries. 

W. AUSTRALIA. 
1 Auxiliary. 

TASMANIA, 
2 Auxiliaries. 



EASTERN AGENCY. 
(Rev. H. T. Robjohns, M.A.) 

KEIV SOUTH WALES. 

12 Auxiliaries. 

QUEENSLAND. 
8 Auxiliaries 

NEW ZEALAND. 

13 Auxiliaries. 



I. EASTERN AGENCY. 

The accounts from this part of the Agency must be 
welcomed as showing generally hearty effort and not in- 
frequent success. The season has been singularly unfavour- 
able, but in not a few J)laces difficulties have been bravely 
overcome. Mr. Robjohns' journal has arrived so close upon 
the issue of this volume that part of the contents are, with 
reluctance^ held over. 

It will be noticed (p. 319) that among the Vice- 
Presidents of the year the Primate of Australia is happily 
enrolled. 
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L NEW SOVTH WALESi. 

» STDNBY. 

TEe detailed report' from Sydney hag not yet been re- 
ceived in London, but from the newapaper account it is 
unhappily evident that the receipts of the y^ap hav^ not 
risen to the level of those that trent before,— depressed as 
these were at times from various causea The Conrmittee 
much regret that the Free Contribution remitted^ which in 
1891 was .£900, is for. the current yeaa: only a* tirird of 
that sum. Better days, it must be hoped; «re before the 
Auxiliary. 

The issues during the year were 12,306 copies ; oontributioDS from 
Branches, £1,223 bs. 8d, ; this with a legacy of £60 and sales gave a 
total of money received £1,788 Aa. Sd. To carrying on the work of the 
Auxiliary and circulating Scriptures in the Colony, £608 4«. Sd. was 
charged ; this included £21 3^. 6d. advanced on behalf of the Parent 
Society in payment of the printing of a portion of the Scriptures in the 
Futunese language. One grant of fifty BibliBs- hmi been made- during 
the year. 

A Free Contribution of £300, and £771 3s. 6d. are 
acknowledged in the Appendix. 

AEMIDALE. 
President, H. J. KelJc, Esq. One Bf^im^, 

In Armidale there has been ' nothing, short of a revival 
of the Society's work ' and the accounts are all of .progress. 
Hillgrove, where an excellent meeting was held and a new 
Branch formed, is welcomed among the Society's band of 
helpers. 

For some time we have had at Armidale a warm friend ici Mr. Kelki 
who has had great experience in our work elscFwhere in Australia : and 
the last year we have had for secretarf Bev. W. II» Beale, wbo has been 
long familiar with our objects and method* Oar.meating of Januaj^y 1 4th, 
1.892, in the Town Hal J, had been well prepared for aiid was excellent. 
Mr. H. J. Kelkj who ha^ been elected president, was in the chair, and 
delivered an earnest practical address. Hev. W. Et. " Beale, in his 
report, gave a sketch of the Bible Society history of Armidftla fetr the 
last ten. or twelvie yeara^ told, of revival, of how there was a small sum 
i^ handy the Committee had met often, enlarged itself, adding ladies 
as well as gentlemen, told also of an earnest resolve to refound the 
Dep6t, and how one Branch had already been established undier most 
auspicious circumstances. Bev. P. McQueen, Messrs. Palmer, Braund, 
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and Milk took part. The attendance was jnor^ tban satisfactory, and 
thdre was a collection for tha Boci6<»y. Yoh maj depend upon it ihaJi 
the Bible Society is to Ifye onoe more in Armidale, and throughout 
l^I^ew Ehgiand. 

OLARBKOE RIVEB. 

Centre at Grafton. President^ Rev. I. Mackay. Seven Srwnche.t. 

There has been considerable agricultural aaid com^ 
mercial depression around Grafton, but in spite of .this 
the contribution for the year is increased {£70 instead of 
£60 in 1891), an evidence that, to use Mr. Mackay's 
words : ' the staunch friends of the good old cause ' do not 
mean to allow their work to fall behind. *We look 
forward,' he adds, * to an increase in the future.' 

CUAfBEMLAH^D. 
Centre at Parramatta. PreMatt, S, "Harper, Esq., J,P. Two Bramches. 

Archdeacon Gunther writes (Febrimry 22), enclosing a 
contribution of £34, which, under the circumstances, is 
peculiarly welcome. 

* 1 send enclosed «£34 collected for the Bible Society by some ladies- 
in tliis district. They are the same — three in number — who in the- 
defection df others, have kept to the post of duty.' 

GOULJBUKN. 
pTisidiaii, The £i9kdp^ J'im SranchsR, 

Th^e reports froto Goulburn are progressive, and Mr. 
Robjohns' days spent among the Society's warm friends 
there, as w€(ll as his later accounts, were delightful. 

I was at the annual f&eetiug o^ the Auxiliary on Friday, February 
12th, 189^, m the Hall of th« Young^ Men's Christian Association. 
Out president, the Bishop of Gonlborn,^ was unfortunately not able to- 
be present through seriotts indisposition : the chair was therefore 
%kkm by Mr. Howard, the newly elected mayor of the city, and he 
WM supported by Revs. Canon Soares, Canon D'Arcy Irvine, D.D., 
C^ncn Puddicombe, B.I)., W. W. Rutted ge, J. Fulton, W. Sparling, 
and Messrs. Lansdowne and J. W. Wombey, J.P. BiWe Society affairs^ 
\mv9 been in a lowjWay in tfeis city and neighbourhood for some time, but 
the Bib)e Society l»Mro»ie*er is already rising. On Saturday evening, 
the l-3th, I delivered an address in the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion, especially intended to interest the young men and women of the 

* TWinga of Dr. Mesac Thomas's death have since been recerved with mnch. 
regret. He became a Vioe*PreBident of the.Bchk Society in 1803. 
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city. On Sunday morning, the 14th, I preached in the Wesleyan 
church to a large congregation ; and in the afternoon the Cathedral 
was crowded to hear from me an address to the united Sunday Schools. 
The Precentor, Rev. T. Collisson, M.A., conducted a delightful service 
of worship and sacred song, the young people giving the Society a collec- 
tion. In the annual meeting the official staff was strengthened by associa- 
ting with Mr. A. Lansdowne, as co-secretary, Rev. Canon Puddicombe, 
B.D. All the city papers gave admirable reports. 



HUNTER RIVEB. 
Centre at West Maitland. President^ J. Hourke, Esq, Four BraTiches. 

Mr. Robjohns had a pleasant stay of some days at 
West Maitland, when he also visited the Branches. The 
meetings at Morpeth, Muswellbrook, and Paterson were 
good ; the progress of the last — a new Branch-; — has been 
* something surprising.* 

I preached on Sunday, December 13, 1891, twice at West Maitland, 
on subjects connected with the Word, in two of the churches, and was 
the guest of our excellent secretary there, the Hev. A. W. Brough, on 
that and the few following days. The annual meeting was held 
on Tuesday 16th, in the School of Arts. Whatever force or virtue 
may have been in that meeting was multiplied a hundred fold by the 
full and accurate report given by the Maitland Mercury, and not only 
of this meeting, but of several others of this Auxiliary held about the 
same time. The singing was led by Mr. Tracy, organist of the Con- 
gregational Church. The President, Mr. Ilourke, was in the chair. 
Dr. Stanton, the Bishop of Newcastle, was one of the speakers, the 
others being the Bevs. J. Benvie, E. A. Anderson, A. W. Brough, 
Mr. W. T. Poulton, and myself. The secretary, Mr. Brough, read a full 
and deeply intei'esting report, and Mr. Poulton the balance sheet. 
Although the year had been one of almost unequalled financial distress, 
the Auxiliary was nevex* in a better position. X14 had been paid on 
Purchase Account, and a Free Contribution of J&176 sent. Balance in 
the bank stood at £65 9«. Ad. 394 volumes of Scriptures had been sold 
to the value of £20 6«. ^d, New Branches would have been formed 
but for hindrances of a temporary character ; these will probably come 
into being during the next year. One anonymous donor had sent in 
£10. The report referred to Muswellbrook having elected to become 
a sep^rrate Auxiliary, and then generously wished it God speed. ' We 
hope that the new Auxiliary may be eminently successful in its work, 
and by widening the range of its operations, more than double the 
amount of its annual free contributions to the Parent Society.' At 
the close of the meeting the choir sang ' Grod be with you till we meet 
again,' and the Bishop pronoimoed the Benediction.' 
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UPPER HUNTER RIVER, 
Centre at M^wllbrook. Pnsieknt^ R, J, Keys^ Etq.^ J.P, 

Muswellbrook was formerly a Branch of the Hunter 
River Auxiliary, West Maitland ; it has now resolved to form 
an Auxiliary of its own, and a contribution of £30 shows 
with what success. ' This step,' writes the Rev. J. S. Laing, 
* will I trust promote the interests of the Parent Society : 
the great enterprise in which the Society has so long and 
so successfully been engaged has a deep interest indeed/ 

ILLA WARRA. 
Cenbr€ at JFoUonffong, PrssiderU, J, W^ ffoskiiig. Esq, Two Branches. 

Good as the accounts from this Auxiliary are, ' there is,' 
writes Mr. Robjohns, ' a tone and spirit about our friends 
here, which will not rest content with present attainments.' 

On Sandaj, January 31, I preached at WoUongong in the Presby- 
terian Church in the morning, and in the evening in the Wesleyan 
Chnrch at Bnlli, one of the Branches (some six miles off) where there 
was a most excellent meeting in number and quality. Our meeting at 
WoUongong on the Monday evening, February 1, was in Church Street 
Hall, and was extremely well attended. This was all the more re- 
markable, as the great gatherings at the WoUongong Agricultural Show, 
on the Wednesday and Thursday, were looked forward to with special 
expectancy, and were certainly of a very disturbing and absorbing charac- 
ter. Many friends feared that we should command no attention, but 
their fears were not verified. To the WoUongong meeting were sent 
apologies for the absence of the Kevs. T. C. Ewing, H. D. S. Vidal, 
and E. T. Miles. Mr. J . Ilichardson presided : an efficient choir led 
the singing and sang some pieces. The Rev. J. W. Dowson, our most 
exceUent and painstaking secretary, read his own report, and the 
balance sheet for the treasurer, Mr. K. Finlayson, who was detained 
from the meeting by serious illness in his home. WoUongong itself 
had raised £31 4^. 8c?. for the Society. An adverse balance left by the 
preceding y^ar, absorbed £2 98. lOd. of this ; £4 18«. Sd, had been paid 
on Purchase Account j expenses had amounted to £4 39. 9d. ; and so a 
balance of £19 I2s. Sd. was at the service of the Society. For some 
time WoUongong has suffered from that serious economic disturbance 
which has recently taken place here in connection with local mining, 
there being many mines in the immediate vicinity. Our helpers in the 
meeting were Rev. W. Glasson, Mr. A. Campbell, M.L.A., the Rev. 
R. H. Waugh, M.A., and Mr. Hosking. 

I was at the Albion Park Branch on February 2, when we had a 
good meeting. Here the news reached us, amidst wide-spread sorrow, 
of Mr. Spurgeon's death. 
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LIVERPOOL PLAINS. 
Centre at Tamworth. PresidciU, T. M. Newman, Esq, Six Brmiches. 

Here Mr. KobjohiiB had a pleasant visit. There were 
good meetings of the Branches at Gunnedoh aad Tenterfield, 

At Tamworth we had our united meeting of soholarB in-tke Oljmpic 
fiall, on Sunday afternoon, January 17tJb, 1S9^ j Mr. I^ewman, our 
President, in the chair. In the evening I preached in one of the 
churches. The annual meeting was on the following Monday evening, 
in the Mechanics' Institute. Mr. Newman again presided. Mr. R. 
Shelton has become our secretary here in the place of Mr. W. Ardill, 
who rendered us great service, and will at Orange, whither he has 
gone to reside. Mr. Bkelton 'has had the great advantage of seeing 
■our work eleswhere, particularly in the hands of our excellent friend, 
Mr. C. E. Rennie, at Dub bo. Sales at Tamworth had amounted 
to £5 14s. 8(i. last year, and a Free Contribution of £50 had been 
sent : I fear it may be less this year ; for we have been hindered by 
our secretary leaving, and an interval supervening before the appoint- 
ment of his sueoessor. But I believe our new secretary will soon 
recover lest ground. Bev. A. Armstrozvg, M.A., and Eev. M. MQjrri^ 
contributed to the interest of our meeting. 



MArPLAND, EAST. 
President, S. OUft, Esq. Six Branehes, 

The Society's faithful friend, the Rev. J. S. Maepherson 
had the pleasure of sending a contribution of ^8.5 from 
East Maitland,— higher by £10 than that of 1891, thougji 
that was in advance of preceding years. 

*Our Committee aye very thanJkful to the God of the Bible 
thatj notwithstanding the financial depressioja prevailing in this 
district during the last two yrears, the contributions to the Bible 
Society have not fallen ofE. We fully expect. that our current year'^ 
oollections will show a ^eccease, but we hope that by the opening of 
two new Branches our remittances for 1891-2 will be equal to if not 
larger than the amount now sent.' 

Later letters from Mr. Maepherson are deeply ,'ex- 
pressive of his regard for the Society's interest, and niost 
welcome. 
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NEWCASTLE. 
President, Rev, W, Bain. Four branches. 

Here, in spite of ' economic earthquakes/' there is 
evident progress. 

I risitdd otir Newcastle Anasdliary.as lately as •Sonday and Monday, 
February . 7 fch and 8iA, 1892. On the very eve of siartnxg for New 
Zealand I was obliged to leave the Branches to, be deputationized f l-om 
Newcastle. On the Sunday I preached in the new handsome Presby- 
terian Church, df which Kev. T. A. Gordon is minister, and in the 
evening for the SPrimitiya Methodists. On the piiceding Saturday I 
had the pleaaube- r©f b«ipg Resent at a very hurge meeting cjf the 
Committee. Our annual meeting on the Monday was in the large 
new Masonic Hall, and we had the best attendance I had ever seen at 
a Bible Society meeting in iNewcasiJle. Jt was a risky experiment 
going into :so large a hftQ, but at fiuoceeded. The hall .wonid have beei^ 
crowded if •tW ne«r fiishc^p of Nieitftfastle had been able to be ^erei 
Bev. W. rBai% our Biresiienti, nsi^M 'ia 4he chair. Our aaoretary, Bev. 
Theo. Parr, M.A.,'is a man 6f >6ingtilar .ability and enthusiasm. He 
belongs to the 'Primitive Met'hodisi} Church, and when exercising his 
xnin«*ti?y in Bdimbur^, hefofanfl time to aiteoidthe University classes 
and take his M.A. He liae ddne os fhere grecit serviee: Newcastle, 
-one of our eoalmiiQing districts, like all other kinlfred rplaces otithere, 
has suffered much from economic convulsion. Yet, here is the year's 
work, as reported by Mr. Parr and Mr.. J. ileid, the treasurer. On the 
Dr. side of the account — balance, £38 Is. id. ; collections, £1 155. %d, ; 
sales, £11 18s. M. ; lady cedlectors, £64 12». 6d ; from the Raymond 
Terrace Branch, £27; total, £143 17^. I'Od. Cr. — Free Contribution, 
£100; expenses, £11 1«. 8c?. ; balance, £32 I65. 2c?. j total, £143 17s. lOd. 
The other Branches, ol^r than Kaymond Terrace, sent in nothing, on 
account of economic earthquake^ but some of them wiU, and soon. 
The choir pf the Congregational Church, led by Mr. Kane, rendered 
some anthems. ^Revs. T. A. Gordon, H. Caldwell, C. 'Whyte, M.A., 
W. JT. Jamds, iaiid Miessms. Saill and ©ttrrdtt spo^^. This Whs the 
thu^f second aaniv€tf»aty of the Auxiliary, and frem it ire missed the 
iace and form of Gafptain AJlen, who has bee^i for years in the front 
rank of our friends and .helpers. The deep regret which the Com- 
mittee feels over his loss found ifit esrpression in 'the admirably drawi 
report which Mr. Parr read. 

-SINGLETON. 
'Pmi^iU, J, 0. 8. lUHcdonaN, Esq'.'^ One Branch. 

The aaaanial mtetiiag -which was 'fairhr successful,' and 
at wWch l&e Ifev; J. S.' Maophw^on of East Maitland rb- 
presented the Society, was held on Sqptefmber 15'th, and a 
cotttritmtioB, of £55, an advance on that .of 1890,. has beea 
weeivbi 
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WESTERN AUXILIARY. 
Centre at Bathurst, President^ Rev. Dr. Geekie. Sixteen Branches. 

Mr. Robjohns visited Bathurst^ and afterwards several of 
the Branches, — Blayney, where the new secretary, the Rev. 
J. J. Jennings will give his best services ; Carcoar, where 
J. H. Louche, Esq., J. P., has consented to become Presi- 
dent ; Cowra, where there are many warm friends, but 
still room for improvement ; Duhho, where there is * nothing 
but progress and prosperity to record, and others.' 

Later letters convey the intelligence that in future 
DUBBO will take rank as one of the Auxiliaries of the 
Society. 

In November, 1891, 1 visited our Western Auxiliary, taking its 
principal Branches. On Sunday, November 29th, I preached in two of 
the churches at Bathurst ; and on Monday the 30th, delivered an address 
in a special meeting, the Committee taking the annual meeting at its 
usual time — a little later. Rev. Dr. Geekie our President, was in the 
chair. There was a very good attendance. Taking part in the meeting 
were Bevs. E. Price, C. Stead, B. F. Becher, RA.. (a younger brother 
of owr Bev. Canon Becher who served t^e Society so long and so well 
in Australia) and Mr. Bowmaker. There was present also Bev. D. 
Jackson, formerly of Bathurst and now of Yass a friend of mine in 
other years in the old country. 

II. QUEENSLAND. 

BRISBANE. 
Fresidenty the Bishop. Eleven Branehes. 

The early arrival of Mr, Eobjohns' journals referring to 
the Queensland division of the Agency allowed a copious 
reproduction, and his accounts are as interesting as they 
are detailed. As in the Report for 1891 Mr. Robjohns 
will be quoted continuously. The Contributions of the 
Auxiliary are acknowledged in the Financial Appendix. 

I spent Sundays, October 25th and Noveinber 1st, in the city of 
Brisbane, preaching in churches on both sides the river. On Monday, 
October 26th, I met the Committee, when there was an unusually 
large attendance. On Thursday, October 29th, the annual meeting was 
held in the hall of the Young Men's Christian Association. The choir 
of the Brighton Boad Congregational -Chuirch led iihe singing. In the 
absence of the President, the Bishop of Brisbane, Mr» Jones took the 
chair^ and he was supported by the f ollowingrr-eajch one taking part in 
the meeting : Revs. C. Ogg, J. C. Warner, Herbert Heath, James 
Stewart, Sutherland, and Messrs. J. C. Cribb and G. F. Scott. The 
balance sheet shdwed that the sale of Scriptures had amounted to the 
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valtie of XI 09 18«. lOd, ; that there had come in from Branches 
£102 13«. 6d., from BHsbane itself only £66 17«. ^d. This is a 
falling off, to be. accounted for in part by the great commercial 
depression brooding over all the colonies, the result mainly of recent 
economic struggles. On the other side of the account £92 lOs, 4d. 
had been sent to London on Purchase Account, and £171 Os. 9d, as 
a Free Contribution ; the expenses amounted to the small sum of 
£17 78, 3d., and there was a balance in hand of £S ds. 7d. One cloud 
rested on the meeting. Since the last annual meeting the Rev. E. 
Griffith has passed aiv'ay, who in all the earlier years was Secretary 
of the Brisbane Auxiliary, and later one of the Vice-Presidents. 
Affectionate and gratelid tributes were paid his memory, not only in 
the Committee's report, but also by several of the speakers. Here I 
may mention that the literary form of the printed report of this 
Auxiliary has much improved in the hands of the Rev. J. C. Warner. 
And also, that the Press of the city gave us help, not only by ably 
reporting our proceedings, but by stimulating and instructive leaders. 

The Brisbane Branches. 

I am sorry to say that the SotUh Brisbane Branch, constituted a 
year ago, has disappointed us as to what it bid fair to do, and that its 
annual meeting was the reverse of satisfactory. On the other hand, 
AUora is going ahead. We had a delightful anniversary on Friday, 
August 7th. I was the guest of the Rev. 0. M. Koulbrook, M.A., 
who presided at one meeting. Rev. J. B. Morrow, B.A., reported pro- 
gress, and Messrs. Fox and Dean addressed the friends. £31 ll^. Oc^. 
was the amount in hand. The year had begun with a balance of 
£20 9^. M. ; lady collectors had brought in £15 U. 6d. £30 would 
have been at once &ent as a Free Contribution — perhaps has been now 
— but that the Cominittee were thinking of increasing at the Depdt the 
«took of Scriptures. 

At Brookjtdd, on Friday, October 30th, we had a fairly attended 
meeting. The people here had sent a' small Free Contribution through 
Briisbane, but the ond defect at this place is that no systematic collection 
is organized. On Sunday, August 30th, I preached once at Bundaherg, 
. in the Presbyterian Church in the morning, and addressed a young 
people's meeting in the afternoon in the Queen's Theatre. The young 
folk gave us a i collection of £2 be. Od. In the evening Rev. W. 
Morris preached on * The Bible ' — ^as indeed he had done also in the 
morning. The annual meeting was held in the Victoria Hall on Monday, 
August 31st. Rev. J. G. Sterling reported that £30 had been sejit as 
a Free Contribution ; £8 8«. Id. on Purchase Account ; expenses had 
taken £1 IQs. 3c^.,.and there was a balance in hand of £11 14^. Id. 
On the income side, there was more than one pleasing feature. A box 
in the rooms of the Young Women's Christian Association brought 
in £1 3«. 9d. Two Sunday schools, the English Church and the 
Congregational, had given £1 each.. Sales of Scriptures had realized 
£6 18«. Ud. And lady collectors had brought in £25 6«. Od. Rev. W. 
Morris presided, and Rev. W. Faulkner and Rev. Mr. Brown spoke. 
This is one of the most prosperous and delightful districts in all 

T 
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Qaoen8land« Mr. Morris drove me on a subsequent stay for many 
miles througk sugar plantations^ which bore unmistakable evidences of 
prosperity, both in the fields^ and in the elegant appointments of many 
homes. Bundaberg is just the centre for a drawingrroi^a meeting 

. held in the afternoon, to which leading Christian people, from all the 
country-sidCf might be invited with the best results. The evening is 
too late for these. On Tuesday, September Ist^ I w«Q.t to. Savih Kolan 
to a meeting house in the midst of sugar plantations, some sixteen 

. miles from Bundaberg. Mr. Angus Gibson presided over our gathering 
there, which gave us a collection for the Society, At Dolby I arrived 
on Friday, August 14th, at 6 p«m.| after travelling all day from 
5.30 a.m. Of course I had to be- up at 4«30 a.m. I arrived, con- 
fidently expecting a meeting that night, when, lol no meeting 
arranged : it had been announced for the Tuesday — three nightB before. 
How the misunderstanding arose it would be itedious to tell. We turn 
our faces to the suQshloe. Dalby bad sent a year before a Free Contri- 
bution of £8 to Brisbane, and we start again, I hope, and in better form. 
Our good friend Mr. Alden had left, to our loss ; but I believe his 
successor, Rev. J. A, G. Stirling will give us effective help. I had 
given, in purpose, a Sabbath afternoon to Hight Mile Plains — the only 
time that an audience could be secured ; and Mr. Warner, our Brisbane 
seoretary, had tried to arrange it ; but the pLan fell through. Mitehell 
I Was luiable to fit into my programme. Mitchell is fifty-three miles 
west of Boma, which is 318 miles west of Brisbane, and the trains are 
not always convenient. At R&ma^ on. Thursday, August 13th, we 
had our anniversary meeting in the school-room of the ^glish Church. 
In the absence of our President, Bev* J. Tathami, his Curate, Mr. 
Piokford, presided. Mr. Searle, for Mr. Saunders, the secretary, gave 
a financial statement and an unwritten report j ds a Fi^e Contri- 
bution £15 lOs. Id, waited to be sent, and £3 2s. 3c^. on Purchase 
j^ocount. Kev. Mr. Cairns and Mr. Kisicker addressed the meeting. 
Mr. Saunders led the singing. I could spend only a day there, and on 
that day was sorely hindered by temporary illness^ I arxived at 

. SwndgaU %% 7.20, for an. 8 o'clock meeting, on Wednesdayi October 
28th, in a thunderstorm, and 6o on account of the intense darkness 
lost my way between the railway station and the cdiurch. I was finally 
led to the place by two boys who got a lantern for help. I was 
grieved, and some of the people were grieved, that nothing had been 
done for the Society since 1888, whexi a Free Contribution of £% 12«. (kf. 
had been sent. Eloquent and earnest addresses, like the address of 
Bev. James Chalmers, of New Guinea, who was with me here last 
year, are of no avail> unless followed by going and doing ' iMx^ording to 
these words.' I believe our friends here are sinoerely penitent, with a 
repentance of a Bible Society sort, and that there are s6me who wiU 
try to bring this beautiful and well frequented Queensland watering- 
place into Ime with our work. We had a fairly attended and interest- 
ed meeting, spite of lightning and thunder. On Friday, Ocstober 23rd, 
we had an interesting meeting at Sherwood^ took a oolkction, and re- 
organized the official Staff and Committee. Sherwood was good last 
year for £4 8«. %d,, but could do vastly more for our great work. Ve 
have many warm friends here-*^lenty of spirit^-but organization and 
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plodding work have been wanting. Things are on a better 'footing 
now. The Secretary will be Rev. J. S. Hassall, who knows Australian 
life well and all its peculiarities, having had understanding thi'ough 
ijhe friends of his youth of all things from the very first. His interest 
in thd Bible Society is deep and strong, and there are others at Sher- 
wood like him. On Tuesday, October 27th, I started by rail front 
Brisbane at 7.S8 p.m. for a meeting at Toowong, Hev. J. O. Wartier 
was with us. This was in good time for the meeting, seeing that the 
distance is short: Bnt suddenly there burst over the country a 
dreadful thunderstorm, and sheets of rain. We were shut up at the 
railway station by the floods. The. lights in the church told us that 
some friends at ieast were at their posts. At last we found our way 
to the building, and with Rev. R. Kerr, R. Stewart, and three others 
formed ourselves into * a Oommittee of the whole House,' and put the 
business of the annual meeting through ; Toowong gave last year a Pree 
Contribution <rf<£16 llff. M At Warwick we had our annual meeting 
on Wednesday, August 5tfe, in the Town Hall. I had a two hours' 
conference with the Committee in the afternoon. Rev. J. C. Legate 
was in the chair. Mr. Cadman read the report, and Mr. Merry the- 
■balance sheet. The salient features of the year were that £26 15«. llc?^ 
had been gathered for the Society, of which sum £24 18«. Oc?. wasJ 
the result of the work of lady collectors. Sales to the value of 
j£5 \%8. 3c?. had been effected. £%0 had been sent as Free Contributions, 
£,% Ts. 5d, paid on Purchase Account. The meeting was a marvel 
•of brevity ; the whole proceedings having been put through in 1 
he^ar 35 minutes, without any sacrifice of interest. Mr. J. G. Lever 
;and Mr. Wild took a helpful part in the proceedings. 

G YMPIE, 

President, M. Mdlor, Esq,, M,L.A, 

I arrived at Gympie on Friday, August 21st, and preached on.Sun- 
dny, th« 23rd, for the Presbyterians and for the Wesleyans. On the 
24th Mr. Mark Mellor, M.L.A., our President, was. in the chair. The 
Secretary, Mr. J". A^ Roberts, read the report and balance sheet. 
These were s.carcely satisfactory. The only transactions for the year 
were : sales, £2 11 5. 6cf. ; subscriptions, £1 17s. 8d— total, £4 9^. 2d, ; 
a balance in hand at the beginning of the year, and the collection at 
the last annual meeting had, however, permitted a Free Contribution 
of £30. Rev. T. B. Holmes remarked that the repeated promises of 
the Gympie gold-field had scarcely been fulfilled. I expect our friends 
to send out collectors promptly, and redeem the year ; also to have a 
Juvenile Meeting in every Sabbath school ; and so develop Branches 
through all the neighbourhood. The meeting was addressed by Rev. 
T. B. Holmes, Rev. L. Jamieson, and Rev. Matthew Foggan. 
An admirable choir rendered excellent music. The collection was 
M 0*. M, 

IPSWICB. 

Presidentf F, M, Oillespie, E92, One Brantili, 

Turning to Ipswich, we have a pleasant story to tell. I really 
began this year's Queensland campaign at Ipswich. I spent Sunday, 

T 2 
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tively as might bo desirecL On Friday^ September lltb^ I had a two 
hours' conference with the Bockhampton Coounittee. On Sunday, 
13th., I preached for the Congregationah'sts, and in the evening at the 
second Presbyterian Church. The annual meeting came off in the 
Wealeyan Church on Tuesday, 15th, and was, an illustration of the advan- 
t&g^ sometimes of holding a Bible Society meeting under the shadow 
of a church, rath^ than in a public hail. Bev. B« Hartley* President, 
was XQ the chair. Mr. F. Hopkins read the report, and Mr. W. 
Hopkins the balance sheet* The facts may be summarised. In Bock- 
hampton 197 volumes of Scriptnres were sold, value £17 ISs. Od. ; in 
the Branches 140 volumes, valiie £9 17«. lOd, ; total, 337 volumes « 
£27 5*. lOd. 

The town had been divided into eight districts, collectors appointed, 
but the results had not come in at the time of the meeting. A regular 
membership of the Society had been constituted on the basis of a 
minimum subscription of bs. The balance sheet epitomized would 
stand thus ; — Dr. — Balance, £9 3«. 6d. ; gales, £24 6«. 9c?. ; free income, 
£12 U: Od, Cr. — Purchase account, £25 ; expenses, £8 10«. 2d. ; balance, 
£11 19«. lOd. Mr. W. Davis, Bev. J. Williams, Bev. Dr. Hay, Mr. 
J. G. Bobertson, Mr. H. Mills, and Mr. A. Bertram took part. Once 
more the local papers reported us admirably. On Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 16th, we had a meeting some two or three miles away from the 
centre of Bockhampton, on the other side, north of the Fitzroy Biver, 
in the Primitive Methodist Church. There was a good congregation, 
an excellent choir, and in the audience six coloured people from the 
South Seas, one from Futuna, New Hebrides, to whom I showed 
the little volume lately printed for us in Sydney, containing Exodus, 
chapters i. to xx. To our surprise he was not able to read in his own 
tongue^ but was learning to read the New Testament in JSnglis/i. 
Though these six Kanakas might be classed perhaps with the com- 
paratively illiterate, they were evidently the subjects of Divine grace, 
and were able to pray in the prayer-meeting in English, to the edifying 
of the lord's people. The President, Mr. W. Hopkins, from the chair 
gave a most interesting address on ' New Guinea, ten y^ars ago and 
now.' Here Bev. fj. Castlehow and Messrs. J. A. Woodcock and 
Dobbs were our helpers. 

It was arranged that I should go to Clarfm^ont^ but at the last 
moment a telegram came to jsay that a meeting was impossible. This 
place is the very centre of much economic trouble. Neither at 
EmsraMf Gladatone, Gracemere, nor Weatwood could a meeting be 
arranged. But I went to Mowni Morgan, to the world-renowned gold 
mine. On Saturday, September 19th, I went some ten miles by rail, 
and then sixteen by coach, over (in parts) a very rough road. €k)ing 
mp^.wie met the gold escort coming down — a small waiggonette * with 
four horses, and four atrmed) mounted men for escort. We had a 
meeting in the Primitive .Methodist Church that same eyening that 
^a^ not particularly eiLcoMraging, but we did what we covild> tiyingto 
intepeat the people. 

On the Sunday, September 20th, I preached in two of the churchsf^, 
siid after the evening, service had a second meeting to ^organize our 
Branch here. At 8pritig»ur» wehfid two meetings in the course of the 
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f oUowing w«ek. On Thursday, September 24th, I discoursed in the 
ESnglish Church cm the ^Supremacy of Christ over language and 
literature through Bible translation ' ; and on Friday, September 25th, 
ii:i the Presbyterian Chuitth on 'Colportage/ Both meetings were 
fairly well attended, and the people seemed int^ested. I was the 
^uest of Eev. J. Hunt ; he was from home, but I had the help of hie 
'CT;trate, Mr. Morze, and of the Presbyterian minister, Mr. Fairbank. 
TJae ^ve of a camp of Aborigines was to be seen from the B-ectory 
door. On Sunday, September 27tb, I was 358 miles by rail due 
west from Bockhampton, at BcK'caldine, There is only (me church 
here, the Primitive Methodist, and I preached in it morning and 
-evening. 

TOO WOOMBA. 
President f E. Wilcox^ Jun., Esq, 

Our devoted secretary. Be v. G. Hervey, has been attending in 
London the International Congregational Council, and called at the 
Bible House. His absence from Toowoomba has made itself felt in our 
Auxiliary there. Twice I preached in Toowoomba on Sunday, 
August 9th. On Monday, 10th, I met the Committee, and attended 
the annual meeting in the Presbyterian Church. Mr. E. Wilcox, the 
President, was in the chair ; and Bev. J. Davis, J. Crookston, Messrs 
Fomfret and Hutton took part. The financial statement reveals the 
activity of the year. Dr. — Sales, £10 7«. lOc?. ; Free Income (including 
£11 14«. 5cZ. brought in by lady collectors), £14 9«. 2d Cr. — Purchase 
Account, £15 ; expenses, £6 13*. 0</. ;. balance, £3 4^. Od, The Ftee 
Income is- much below the average. I urged our friends here to 
put forth a strenuous effort, and if possible to send a Free ContnbutioOi - 
to London before the close of our financial year. 



TO WNSVILLE. 

Pre&ident, Bishop of JV. Qtteensland. Four Branches. 

I was at the annual meeting on Wednesday, October 14th, in the 
Presbyterian Church, Tpwnsville. Mr. Hacdonald, the police magis- 
trate, presided. A choir led the singing, and rendered admirably some 
set pieceB imd anthem& Bev« A M. GU)uld read the report; 207 
volumes of Scriptures had been sold, value £13 14«. ; £18 13f. ^4. 
had been expended in replenishing the Depot ; £10 sent as a 
Free Contribution. Bevs. C^non Tucker, W. H. Harrison, and Messrs. 
Chandler, Yarrow, Gordon, and Handley Dean, contributed to the 
interest of the meeting. Dr. Barlow, the new Bishop of North Queens'^ 
land, was elected President, in the place of Dr. Stanton, at whose 
removal to Newcastle the report expressed deep regret on the part of 
all the Society's friends. 

No good could come this year from a visit to Caima, Coojctoum, and 
Ravenawood, so these plsu^es were omitted from the programi^e, I 
preaobeA twice in two- churches in Chartera Towera on Sunday. 
October 11th. I stayed ^th my friend Caxian Edwards^ lately df 
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Mackay, who does all he can for our Society. The annual meeting 
was in the Council Chambers on Monday, 12th. The President, Rev. J. 
Weir, was in the chair ; Mr. W. F. Shepherd, the Secretary, read the 
report. The main facts of the position at Charters Towers are these : 
286 volumes of Scriptures have been sold, value £»8 17a. 9d, At the 
close of the meeting the assets of our Branch here were £19 16a. Qd,, 
made up thus : — Balance in bank, £7 17a. Sd» ; due from depository, 
£S 3a. 10c?. ; collections, £3 15a. Od, ; Rev. A. McWatt Allen, Canon 
Edv^ards, and J. A. Giezendanner, took part. During my visit we 
were able, I think, to get things into good order. Our Branch here is 
healthy, solvent, we have an efficient stafE of officers, and a sympathetic 
Committee. We have had also efficient aid from the Press ; and there 
is nothing now for our friends to do but to go ahead, and to make 
their contributions to the Society worthy of a gold-field town which is 
said to be the most prosperous, perhaps the richest, in all Queensland. 
I believe our new secretary will prove too a most efficient helper in 
the cause. 

II. WESTERN AGENCY. 

The journal from which so full extracts follow speaks 
for itself, — it is largely a warm acknowledgment of the 
services so freely rendered to the Society, and the personal 
kindness of many friends. Among these it was impossible 
for Mr. Davidson to omit the Christian ladies whom he 
everywhere met. / Before. white men were here/ he writes, 
' or ever the Australian natives knew of the ardent desire 
of disciples to give them the " teaching about Jesus " their 
women were trained to nurse the firebrand : it was easier 
when they changed their camping places to guard the 
torch than find fresh fire through rubbing sticks that 
might be damp. From " devout women not a few " I have 
striven to keep the vestal fires by impressing new lady 
collectors into the Bible Society — and when we say 
"impress " they know this service is all a free will. offering 
laid at the feet of Jesus of Nazareth as He passeth by : 
and thejr will be readier than ever to redeem the day — to 
forestall the opportunity because the times are hard.' How 
effectively this has been endeavoured by many the following 
notes will illustrate; 

/. VICTORIA. . 

MELBOURNE, 
President, the Bishop of Melbourne. Fifty-eight Branches. 

Th« report from the important Auxiliary, centred at 
Melbourne, is a Jubilee one-:4t is fifty years since the 
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foundations of its work were laid. Since then there have been 
remitted to London as Free Contributions £15,540 85. 2d., 
besides about double that sum for purchases ; and the 
members of the Parent Committee unite with their friends 
in congratulations at such pleasant evidence of continued 
interest and help. On the record of the current year 
there is the shadow of serious loss through the death 
of the Auxiliary's late treasurer, Mr. Cornell, and its 
influential friend Dr. Singleton. 

The Year's Work. 

The Fiftieth Annual Keport of the Victoria Auxiliary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society is submitted with deep thankfulness 
to Almighty > God for the measure of success that has attended our 
efforts during the past year. Your Committee would have been more 
pleased to report that larger amounts had been subscribed ; but bearing 
in mind the great depression in business, the recent floods, and other 
causesi, they feel they have reason to thank God, 9,nd take courage for 
the. future. 

Good work has been accomplished during the past year; new 
colleietors enrolled, new Branches opened, and many of the already 
established ones visited, and, they hope strengthened. - Grants of : 
Bibles have been made. 

Christian Women. 

It is more than ever apparent that obtaining funds for the Biitish 
and Foreigi^ Bible Society depends upon the untiring zeal and self- 
devotion of Christian women. May they be rewarded by the Christ 
of. the Bible for showing their love to Him by sending His everlasting 
Gospel to ev^ry creature. 

We are greatly indebted to the lady collectors, to the ladies who 
post for us ih/e Reporters and Gleanings, also to those ladies who 
manage some of our principal Branches. May other ladies soon take 
the l<8(td In those Branches which seem too arduous for our weaker 
bro^buers.' 

T 

Bible Society Sunday. 

The expei'ience of two years has shown that the last Sunday in 
August is well timed as a day when the * Work of the British and 
Foreign Bible' Sodiety ' could be brought before the Christian public 
assemblod in the churches ; for though urgent special subjects have 
been. before the Churches, such as the 'Floods Relief Fund,' &e., yet 
forty-nine Churches and four Sunday Schools responded to our appeal- 
and: gave us a. collection. It will be wise lor us* to foster Bible Sdciety 
&m4^9^or- upon its success may in the future depend a large pro- 
poiitioii of our income.' Daring the year we received from the Churches, 
£ldO 4 and from Sunday Schools, £11. 
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FfiOM Me. Davidbon's Joubnal-^Mbxaoubme. 

In the golden age our Melbourne appeared in our annals as 
Australia Felix, and our Bandhurgt has come back to its birthname of 
Bendigo. This aural city was the first I went to salute this year to 
receive words of willing welcome from our Treasurer, G. E. Bissett, 
our secretary, E. J. Watts, and all ministers, laymen, and lady 
collectors I found at home. After preaching in two churches and 
assembling our young friends, I came with the "Venerable Archdeacon 
McCullagh to the consecration of our Cathedral. We did not, when 
we bade him good-bye to England, know he would before the year's end 
attend another consecration service at the opened grave of our Vice- 
President. What we did know was that, wherever he journeyed and 
whenever he returned, he would carry a Bible Society atmosphere with 
him. Bishop Perry himself ever did this. The Primate and all the 
Bishops know this ; our venerable friend the Dean knows this ; Canon 
Goodm^ll and the clergy and the laity know this ; and the memory 
makes one link more in the chain of devotion which binds us in its 
service. 

Visits to the Bbanches. 

At Gdao there was a very good attendance at our anniversary in 
the Presbyterian Church, W. H. Bullivant, Esq., presiding and our 
good seei^etary, Mr. F. Parkes, rendering a successful balance sheet, 
showing a Free Contribution to the Parent Society of over £40. The 
Eev. J. D. Dickie and all the ministers met us with warm affection. The 
number of young men was splendid. At Caniperdown, our secretary, 
Mr. George Harrison, as well as our good friend Mr. Thompson, was 
away, but they will have another meeting when I go again. Our 
friend Bev. S. Fraser, of Terang, was also at the General Assembly, 
but he has wealthy sons of Scotia who will respond to his own 
appeals as. well as they would to mine. He has "written me courteous 
letters metre than once or twice, and though I have not yet had the great 
hajipiness of greeting him, I know they are as able and zealous to 
give to the Bible Society as Bev. H. M. Burns leads the friends at 
&kelford to be. Why, Islington knows and loves the memory of Mr. 
Burns's father as it does that of Daniel Wilsoii. 

Archdeaeon Beamish, with our friends at WoArrnambooly will be 
pleased when I redeem my promise to see them ; so will Archdesoon 
Allnut at Portland, and the Committee at Hamilton, I rejoice over 
the remittances from these zealous auxiliaries. I spent a successful 
and happy visit to BenaMa, 

I rejoiced greatly that our loyal friends had so well nourished into 
vigour the Branch at Worragul, When X was at JStHndon amd 
MoonU Ponds I was grateful to our Wesleyan friends for the 
importunity they.gaye me of enforcing our claims on so many willing 
minds. .; . 

Amo^g Branohes in Melbour^e I went, to this Bnghton meeting* 
which was good. After a long unfulfilled aspiration I spent a. hBSpspj 
Sunday at, SorrmU>i A. Lindsay, £sq., will always be glad to ace me 
in the name of the Society and in the name of the Lord. So will Mr. 
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White, Mr. Caldwell, and all lady collectors, when I go again to 
Momington. The matutinal rays will make that bright bay home, 
■attractive to our citizens who seek the sea, and Mr. Lindsay will 
-always be able to conjure gold for our treasury by memories of the 
' green hill outside the city's wall/ From the days of Rev. Mr. Quinton 
the worshippers on Good Friday gave offerings to the Bible Socdaty ; 
and now that Mr. Quinton has crossed the bay to Drysdale, more gold 
will find its way with gifts of Qtuenadiffe and FortarltJigton into the 
treasury at Geelong. It was JEtev. Mr. Willcox who first affectionately 
aided us at Warragul, and now that he has been drawn to Sorrento I 
rejoiced to spepd a Lord's Day therei. It was very cheering to speak 
of our claims in the hearing of so many willing and interested* 
hearers — ^young men and women, and senators rich as the Boges who 
could cast gold and diamonds into the sea ai^d not grudge it. This is 
the same Sorrento to which I have looked and longed for a friend like 
Mr. Willcox to aid us in completing that cordon round Hobson's Bay, 
so that our Committees at either Melbourne or G^lohg shall be able 
to claim gifts through our treasurers and lady oolleetors from all thai 
' walk by the seaside.' 

BALLARAT. 
Pruidentf J. Oddie, JSaq., J. P. 

Here Mr. Davidson's reminiscaaces are, as usual, full 
of pleasure : 

I went again by the wish of the friends to the anniversary at 

Baliarat. Just then the city was divided over a friendly oonitieit 

between the Council and ^ Greneral ' Booth, so that what with eanvassiDg 

to test the citizens' opinions, and the stealthy fog^fever waiting to test 

with searehing ordeal their health and strength, the City Hall was 

robbed of its wonted numbero. The meeting was quasi-social, but 

Canon Mereer was there, and Canon MacMurray came in to move a 

€ordial vote of thanks to the ladies, and all who had worked in the 

Ballarat Branch through the year. Our President, Mr. James Oddie, 

J. P., spoke good words to me after the meeting about the way 

Ballarat had made sacrifices to propagate the Gpspel among her 

citizens, and was gladdened to find that the faith of his fellow- 

catlEens was so grafted in the Bible as to bear such fruit ol goo^ 

worJks for the Bible Society as the report registered. We stayed with 

our dear friend Rev. T. Scott Millar at the Scots Church Manse, and 

were gladdened to hear our good Treasurer rejoicing over so successful 

a balance sheet — ^the best, as Mr. Roberts reminded us, they had 

ever presented. 

Of associated Societies much the best is Avocct, where w^ 
have in the Rev. J. A. Ball, Vicar of St. John's, a truly warm- 
hearted and attached worker. In all he does for the Society, he 
joins with himself the whole body of believers. At our meeting our 
able friend. Rev. W. Gray, Presbyterian, gave a first-rate address on 
a journey ho had made to the New Hebrides, and we had 6ur usual waitti 
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and successf al gathering of the young under the presidency of his faith- 
ful Sunday School Superintendent, Mr. Haynes. Of the unflagging zea? 
of Mr, H. W. Carter, we have spoken before to' the Committee. I 
had a peaceful and happy rest for some days at the vicarage, and then 
went to Cresuoick. Here with a willing pony and a full moon, I had 
the happy privilege of advocating our claims in three distant parishes — 
Dean, where Mr. Warren, Mr. and Miss Hill, Miss Hickie, and many 
friends met us and were greatly interested, and will give us willingr 
aid ; Newbyn, where Mr. McLean and Mrs. Higgett will hang a Bible 
Society flag on Church hill ; and Wheeler* s Bridge, where R. Sharpe 
and Mr. Tench will have ladies like*minded with Miss Naiss, who can 
form a cohort of collectors. It was very alFecting to see so many 
come to manifest their faith and hope in that same Bible which 
triumphs among the living by enshrining all that is dearest in 
departed memories. Miss Naiss's father was not well enough to be 
with us, but we were comforted to talk with her brothers. Our dear 
friend Kobert Gillespie, President of the Caulfleid Auxiliary, lias a 
son at Dean, and we know that wherever a branch of ^e Bible 
Society is planted, where any of his household are^ it will spread like a 
tree set by one of the Royal Family. After saying farewell to Mr. 
Tench and Mr. Sharpe, we came back to Creswick after sixteen hours 
and forty-three miles. Archdeacon Green went to Wheeler's Bridge 
next day to lecture with lim6 light on the * P. and O. way home,' and 
if I could I would have gone with him, and added a word on the 
footprints of our Work there ; but both himself and the Bishop could 
do this infinitely well. By the subtle laws of memory I thought, here 
are "Three Villages'' that will one day soon enrich the Society's 
treasury, they will be able to do this. In this land of Havilah the 
gold is good and the men worth it- all, and more than all the ditimonds 
with wbich. they drill.' I anticipate two gatherings of friendd to be 
held soon at Creswick, and I believe we shall soon see all the villiiges 
and tovmsbips round Ballarat gladdening- the Committee in this 
golden city by saying, ' We send you some of our gold : it "vHll assay 
with yours ; send it all to the King, and we will send you moi^.' 

BEECEWOnTH. 

President, Rev, James Wilson, Seventeen Branches^ 

The * British and Foreign Bible Society's Special 
Edition ' of the Ovens and Miii^ray Advertiser gives full 
reports of the various meetings held at the Auxiliary's 
anniversary in Beech worth. It is impossible to. reproduce 
these copious accounts, but a few sentences sun^marize the 
work of the year, and Mr. Davidson's journal pleasantly 

supplements the information. 

-  . *• • '  " • . • ' ' 

' ' Report. 

Our work as anr Auxiliary :durmg the past year/ we- are thankful to 
.^ajTi.has be^a fairly suooeaafuL While we hav<e to record no special 
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success, neither have we to annoauce any unusual failure. In this we 
see ground for thankfulness, for the year that has just elapsed has 
been almost unprecedented in the history of the colony as a time of 
great depression. Therefore we hope that if we can only hold our own 
during this unfavourable season we shall be able to look forward to 
the prospect of gleaning very successfully when the prosperous years 
shall once more return. 

Our Conteibution. 

We are glad to announce that our finances permitted us to remit 
in June last, the sum of £70 as a free gift to the Parent Society, and 
we trust to be able to send home a similar amount this year also, 
which in view of the present financial distress already alluded to can 
only be considered very satisfactory. 

Mb. Davibson*s Jouxsal, 

» 

Our anniversary at Beech worth was kept, according to the statutes, 
in April, and the deputed friends went at their * ordained ' time and 
* sang among the branches.' Out of the abundance of their heart 
they met again to welcome me in August before the snows had melted 
from the alps. Here we had meetings at ChUternt Wodonga^ 
Myrtlefordf and Wangaratta. After conferences and kindnesses 
innumerable, I then went to Yackomdandah, Beechworth and Stanley, 
After a Sunday as happy, busy, and useful as that of the 'Three 
Villages,' I completed this good time by being the happy guest of our 
friends at their 'social' in the Presbyterian Hall, thanked Mr. 
Lindegard for his devotion, and the ladies for their labours, rejoiced 
with Donald Fletcher and Rev. Henry Swan over the year's successes, 
and descended from these blessed Bible Society heights with many 
promises to go up soon again. You will see l^ the balance sheet that 
Beechworth is a flourishing rival of" Ballarat and Geelong. 

Of other helpers in Victoria T went to Lomey after more than 
three invitations from Rev. Mr. Love. I went while bush-fires 
were burning, and sought as best I might to enkindle 'some flames 
of enthusiasm for our work. Mrs. Love, and othei: friends 
will foment them as they can, and I had written a letter to 
Ada Mountjoy, whose heart was in that work. I like to say * heart,' 
because that is God's side of our work. The tapestry worker must ply 
the stitch, and be willing to consecrate all for the King. That which 
shall be meet for Hijs approval is on the other side : He * looketh at 
the heart.' And He may at any time come in to see us — in medid vitd 
8umu8 in morte. Our dear young friend to whom we had been sending 
our little word of fellowship, by a silent and solemo ihcident had gone 
that same day, beyond our greeting. The * swift fact ' had overtaken 
her in the night. 

From the Bendigo Auxiliary there has been no 
report : a contribution from Caulfield is acknowledged 
in Appendix C, 
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QEELONQ. 

President^ Rev. Qeo. Ooodinan, Fifteen Branches* 

Orders have been received from the Secretary of the 
Auxiliary, Mr. T. W. Ottaway; and one of the Vice- 
Presidents, the Rev. J. H. Toms, called when in London, 
at the Bible House, — thus giving one of those pleasant, 
and only too rare opportunities for free interchange of 
views on Colonial affairs. Mr. Davidson was able to visit 
the Branch at Inverleigh. 

Our own Mr. Daniel of Inverleigh has show& heart of grace, 
and met the .£13 18«. Od. of Mr. Burns, of Shelf ord, with his 
own £9 10«. Oc?., and the Geelong Committee will thank them both 
in the name of the Bible Society. They know that all rivalries 
must be what the' common judgment of our dear mothw tongue has 
determined — things for lovers to adjust* All riparian questions may 
well be relegated to them, they are the best boundary riders in 
Australia. While they thank this Treasurer or that Secretary for cast- 
ing into the Common Treasury, they will add that wise word from 
their advice to their own lady collectors — let there be no neutral 
ground. 

A contribution from Hamilton is acknowledged in the 
Financial Appendix C. ; but Gippsland and Portland 
are unhappily blanks for the year. 



//. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

I 

ADELAIDE. I 

President, Hotl J, H. AttgaSy M.L.G. Sixty-three Branches, 

The frequent letters of the Auxiliary's Secretary, Mr. 
George Phillips, as well as a Free Contribution of £650, 
and other remittances of £350 bear testimony to the 
activity of the Society's friends at Adelaide, and the value 
of their help. The President of the Auxiliary has this 
year been enrolled among the Vice-Presidents of the 
Parent Society. What follows is from Mr* Davidson's 
journal, and characteristically describes his visits to some 
of the Branches : — 

At the same time as our friends in the sofUJi-east were arranging 
their anniversaries in April, Mr. George Phillips developed a scheme 
hy which I was able to go to SilverUm and Broken Hilt, 
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At Silverton X found zealous! j affected helpeird in Mr. and Mrs. 
Taylor, who had raised our fiag aforetime at Wilmington, and among 
the large congregations that met me at tbe silver city itself many are 
able to aid us, and by a line of Bib]«s up and a line of silver down Mr. 
Phillips and the Adelaide Committee will rejoice together. By their 
prevenient thought they enabled me to spend more time outside theii 
well-tended field. At two happy conferences we discussed methods by 
which friends would carry on the wc»k in the Branches so as to 
exonerate me, for time's sake, from attendance on all the meetings, 
that I might not seem to friends in other fields to be unmindful of 
their calls. Yet during my two visits I saw many friends and had 
kind words of promised co-operatiom from more. Of oourse I preached 
more than once in the primal jaother-church ; met the warm-hearted 
Bishop, and the Dean, and Archdeacon Farr, and, I may say, all the 
clergy in the Church Assembly. Stimulated for our work elsewhere, I 
went away carrying Kosciusko's thought with me that * absence is not 
of matter.' And while Mr. Phillips perfected his plan of meetings, of 
which he will already have put you in possession, my heart made the 
joyous circuit of it all. Through ministry of earnest helpers and glad- 
some tidings from workers on the spot I was assured of our cause, that 
it was * rooted and grounded in love.* 

Mr. Fletcher would go to both Straihalhyn and Mt, Ba/rker, 
Mr. Wright and men like-minded from Adelaide would enter open 
doors of welcome at all our gatherings, where they bo willingly 
went to rehearse the Society's narrative of the year. Mr. W. R. 
Softley wrote to me from Mtddleton, * You will be glad to hear 
that E/Ov. T. M. Boyer has joined our Committee, and we. have 
had our meeting to make our arrangements.' This bespoke ' fresh 
intercessions from me that our deputed friends would meet with the 
blessings of success at the two Ports Victor and Eiliot at Goolwa^ where 
oar President, Thomas Qoode, Esq., J.P., will have disci jiled Our young 
^ecretsjury, Mr. Polebatch, to gladden our Treasurer, Mr. Underwood's 
mind, by his growing record of gifts ; at Yanhalilla, where J. Butter- 
worth, Esq., J.P., A. D. Mathewson, our Vice-President, and our 
Secretary, M. H. Prior, would f aim a cordon of welcome when he came, 
and phalanx of farewell when he went on to Aldtrga ; at Williongay 
where Mr. Miller would send him rejoicing with recorded gifts to happy 
Morphet Vale, where Rev. J"ames Benney and the young ladies would 
make his coming, like my own, a refreshment to the spirit. . Among 
letters that are alive with Bible Society suggestiveness is one from our 
best Nestor, Henry Martyn Smith, of Wirrahara. He would aid Rev. 
B. Mitchell, who went for us from Port Augutta to Melrose, Laura, and 
those other happy homes that lie round Mount Reinarkable, all Rooking 
at its light or rejoicing in its shadow. He asks me about four centres* 
named if they form this * quadrilateral ' ; his sagacious horses know the 
way through and round and about, and can square any Bible Society 
circle after the manner of Mr. Olyn's at Witchampton. They know 
the way to Boolerow *Whim' or * centre,* they have carried and fetched 
us in storms of thunder, or of lightning, or of dust ; and he would go 
with us anywhere to stimulate zeal for our cause, and he adds beaut i- 
fully and devoutly, 'Whether or not this be a quadrilateral like 
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Jjombardy, yet will we trust that from these places there will go many 
of our friends to dwell in that city which lieth four square.* Daily 
by the post, or nightly before the throne, my heart was in fellowship 
with our dear workers who had €net in the Society's name in all the 
Branches. Grateful for the memories of the three years that were 
past, and with * hope for years to come,' I lived a separate life with 
our friends who thus busily carried on our work, and would be glad to 
tell me of it when I returned ; they held up my hands in the cause 
because they knew it was the cause of God, and because they knew 
iihat ' these hands ' so lifted up would one day soon greet with the 
welcome of encouragement they rightfully look unto, and that every 
day till then they would be lifted up to pray to the adorable Name, 
* the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all evermore:' 



MOUNT BARKER, 
President, John Dunn, Esq,, 

The brief report of the Auxiliary may be summarised 
in a few sentences. It includes cordial acknowledgment 
of the services of the collectors ; the subscription lists show 
that with one exception these are Ladies, 

In presenting the Thirty-sixth Annual Report your Committee 
desire to express their increasing sense of the importance of the work 
effected by the agency of the British and Foreign Bible Society. A 
glance at the map of the world prefixed to the Annual General Keport 
reveals the fact that there is scarcely any portion of the world where 
its colporteurs are not disseminating the word of life ; and your Com- 
mittee trust that the time is far distant when this good cause will lose 
its hold upon the subscribers and workers who constitute the Auxiliary 
in the Mount Barker district. 

There has been a slight increase in the total amount contributed as 
compared with the report of last year. Total «£59 15«. Ic?. 

The increase in the sale of copies of the Scriptures has been very 
gratifying, 403 copies. The Conimittee have reason to think that the 
plan recently adopted of ^employing a colporteur at certain seasons 
tends considerably to the dissemination of the Word of God, and that 
many are induced to obtain copies of the Scriptures who would not 
. trouble to do so if they were not brought to their doors. 

In addition to the amount devoted to the furtherance of the sales of 
the Scriptures in our own neighbourhood, your Committee have been 
able to vote a free contribution of £55 to the Parent Society. 

Yery cordial acknowledg^iMits are due to the friends who have 
collected the subscriptions in the difiEerent Branches. The continuance 
of success depends entirely upon the collectors. The collectors, the 
subscribers, and the Committee constitute one fraternity, the common 
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'bond being thdir love to the Bible and their dedre that tEill manlcind 
t&honld become possessed -of that woi*d which is able to hiake us wise 
«nto salvation through faith -which is in Christ Jesus. 

///. WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

• . I * * 

» • 4 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA AUXILIARY. 

Centre at Perth. Presidents^ Sir F. Napier Brocnne and the Bishop of Perth, 

Nine Branehes, 

In the prospectus of the Society's Monthly Reporter 
for 1892, some pp^pers were promised on *The Bible in 
Greater Britain.' The reference was specially to Australia 
and New Zealand, and the Society's friends in Western 
Australia will, it is believed, readily allow Mr- Davids<>n's 
graphic description of his visit to them to be transferred 
from these pages and form the first of the series. The 
paper will be found in the Reporter for August 1892, uud 
will there reach and interest many to whom the Bible work 
of Perth and its associated societies might otherwise be but 
partially known. It has been a great pleasure to the 
Committee to place in their list of Lady Hon. Life 
Governors, the name of their faithful friend, Miss E, K. 
Clifton of Banbury. 

IV. TASMANIA. 

In Tamnania tJtere are two Auxiliaries centred at JSohart a^id Launceftan. 

The annual meeting was held at Launceston in Angust. 
The report is ' fairly good,* although the subscriptions And 
the circulation are sJightly less. A severe loss has. been 
sustained in the death af the Auxiliary's venerable 
president, ' the Rev. C. Price. The information from 
Launceston, summarised below, is supple^aented by Mr. 
Davidson's journal. 

The Committee deeply regret that the local income has not Iseen 
equal to that of some former years. The want of collectorsi, scant 
crops, and low price«, the death or removal of zealous friends form 
some of the Wndrances. Scripture.s^ to the ifumber of 1,693 copies 
have in 1890 been sold ; £100 Free Pont;ribution and ^75 on purchase 
aipcount J^¥e been remitted to the Parept Socie^ty, , , ' , 

/ ' Mb. DAViisou's Journal. ' 

Before Key* W. Law st«rt?d f<ftr A4^1ftide. jto. do the sou^b-east 
aBtl whatetfer.pther work planij^ , by M*?k : PhiUips he ffhxHidd find 

U 
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awaitix^ bim, he arranged a little r^nind ;of. ykits fo)r tte wii^biki the 
IQ^ortherGi 4^iixiliaiy. Siuoe then Rev. C. rf^»ee|. its PiieMsideikifc «uioe 
1885, has died at the ri{pe age of jc^gkty-four. He had .been its 
President for six years, but one of its workers for sixty, and when 
he resigned his position as Secretary in 1878, our friend Mr. Law 
succeeded him. His co-secretary, Bev. E. Champion, Incumbent of 
St. John's, has resigned his ckaorge of that 'parieh) and that is another 
grief to me. 

I preached in St. John's on Gk)od Friday and on Easter Sunday 
morning;, for there are few subscribers to the Society in . this Auxi- 
liAry more wavm^-liearted ihan its won^hipfp^s, a^'d'nki^ny dontinu- 
dug su0h from Oanon Br^w^rigg's time. L'preaehed in' St. Paulas 
. at nighty for they always like me tq yisit tj^em when I ^ ^n;y where 
near. I went then to Ujeloraine and spent a happy and busy Sunday 
with Mr. Morling. ' We drove also to jRed Hills , whete the friends 
had beatiiified the siinotuary with frdite and jflo^ers, and ^«diere ^e 
had w«4nQ words of greeting firotm maaiy; ajad onutmal oengrartiilatkms. 
One was a, .visitor, but I had recognised U^ voice lA-the.i^e^poufiesof 
• the service ; he was a friend and siU^scriber .(r^m another ^»arish across 
the coiintty, but where the parisli ' has be^n . trained to ' give with a 
liberal hand. 'Of then went to visit Rev. W. ^ H*igg at Ld^lVabe, and 
i^en to Ber^ Fu Davis at Hamiitvn, WBspentia dirdvUfio* Sabbath at 
the Forth, the liev^ih ^i^d tb,e jDotl ' Her^ It tuet oiu^ is^^fj^ g(M>d liaend 
Oreneral Lpdder f9r the' last time. His biography wctuld be an 
interesting phapter in the Society's annals in India. General Wilson 
^Vds At <wp tneelting at JP&ngiiin, 'And'iouH:eiottely^c6l^dbofBit^ 'sbiae of 
the statements made from his knowledge of . I^htu ;^ ittlls wae-veiy 
gratifying to the friends of the Society, and to our Mrs. Cann, who 
has been a mother in our Is^a^el ;.,aDjd .whidther we shall identify those 
lost tribes as Afghans or Anglo-Saxons she will make a renewed claim 
on their grateful diseih^ery and record ft to our treasurer. At West 
Devo^port X was kindly received by our frief)ds,^n ,ai;id Mrs;, Lewis 
Grant j arid we had an encouraging meeting. We drove over also to 
Ckstro, wH^re we had k pleasant ' gathering am'bng oht tH^lids in the 
Wieibley^ati Ohu:rch. Here^I hoped to call utiDn o«iriiiedvetUt'y,Iley. K. 
. ,P))^iupf ozr, and had thje ;hope ^ fulfilled bjjr casting :him .on the. foUowisg 
Sujp^day. ;'^ithout .goin^jmore,. among jthe ,£lrf ncheB* I fj^tifCMd to 
'iy^unce$ton in company 'with memoers of Synod who' went on to 
•'HbbaH, ^hilelwdiit tb'kee^ ni^ eng:agementg;ai the ^IVet'dty; • 

By the kind invitation of our Hobart Committee' I^idtbHaed ^ttf /Fas- 
mania in the early spring, when our faithful sepretarv planned me one of 
'the pleAsatttest 6f routfes, including feevei-alplaces where I i^fejoiced with 
'ttld.frfeWdfi/and made'sevel-Ul^ new oiies. ' ,Th4se gathering^ be^aH with 
'ihfe' e:S^tjanaing ' f rietidfiftifp^ of bdrm^lltoimi andlJio'^y AV^ii^Tl^as 
'*wdJ6bmed-Wi{£ Vai^ith of*:the heart .'intQ' .ply' hi)fne a:t the. 4*lci£tege. 
Wttie ^fitoifetry ot life tlie^ ^ip^si^e fox^ce ' tf Tateni! heat^.\WlI-6^Dd 
sunk ice up again to- tU in^ij^,^^ thif ifiViUgli 'STidslftfttittfll <^ 
mourning her father and ya.Sffiuii^oned ^V> Vf^f^ ^^'^ b^T ^^ mother 
while I stayed, and this' seemed to Ibe tne winter of our discontent, 
'yisfk (ilnd^watrii^rihigtheni^d^'tio^cottM ixiA «|9eak ^^ith ^r{ McDtonHrdl and 
itUfe tU]if0i«i)y>'iet^Akl«i irhetl^w«( W^tttij'wiid'^Mgh* Mr8:f'HttH»'&l6o> wa<^ 
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aiGtt ia hei* 'best ^bergi^i^, Mr^^ Hat<t -wkti able 4)o mtfke our <;ime a 
sacoess, tinl ^€f went aildo to see our frieods tlie tea^erg s^ikntilat- 
ing'their vovchg c6hbrt& %o walk wit^h* willing feet up 'tbe ^eep to 1^ 
Temple 437 Learning) asi^e^ came 'to us to join in onrii^ging to Jesus 
and teibfig of iiis iNew Tbfitain^nt. K. 0. Kermode^' Esq.^ opened our 
New Town Hall* at Ilos» by securing that the fii«t public meeting held in 
itskbpld W the aijnivewatt'y'ttieeting of the Bible Society^' InTetfognition 
of the^eep interest taken by hdmfeelf and the friends that g<0'^lth Mm 
in out SoeMy, '1 |^*oinised tcys/^ihb C/ommittee li^t iiome tom^e a grai^ 
<tf a s«iitabk Bible to this new IFown HalL The aseeml^ly was^a w^i*thy 
on8,<aii<) tkisgift of the Pfetrefit ^CoBamittee will be a woi:*tkyreciOg«il»6ili 
of the 1k>ild'that -binds fiobart^ with home and bot^ with the Bible 
Sodeiti -• ICrs. HigaVl, of- ♦Stanmei^eotes, as well as Mr. Kei'mode 
wo«M' jgave • gladly welcomed us> but we took the mbonlight home 
again ttoOampbell Town with Mr. McDowell. Our friend Ker. J. 
Matheson was gone, but his successor and Mr. De. Q. Robyin; Vith 
many other disciples, came with us ; and as part of Mr. McDowell's 
heart is still in London and his memories of the Home Committee 
include reminiscences of the days when Mr. Hoare was Treasurer, it 
was easy for us in our home talk to substitute the Bible House for the 
South Seas. Boss and Campbell are rivals in nothing but in giving in 
to our treasury. At X)^l^'94.» Mr*' Tfi-Vart is our secretary, and the 
1 tdies came in a fair company and went well lighted home. Bev. 
Mr. HarxUe^ Presl)yterian, presided, and went with me hopae to ,the 
vicarage, as Mr. 'Mitchell was obliged to be away. ' The Green Ponds 
gathering was postponed, but among letters received was one in cover 
beaulbiilldl^ist]toridribeditn^'>)ek>E^ Kennedy as. 

9 ti^fitnu^^is f<>r;.her ifalibqii.i. J[wrteial<il. :Pf ^otht^elKI.'wegdt t0jiV«3k; 
Xor/c^k, where I i^9^,plapnf^d;tp,preapii.on Sunday, ajn^d^tbe;^ pAPB ,00 
to Hobarl to meet the friends who were locking for me at their 
annual ' ^ktedting'. 4 h^d letters of warmth from the Venerable 
Airob4ett,con.Miilsiclis, who hid 'to aioeinsapany the Bishop to the Sidney 
'Co^gres^^ but ^/[^i^xpected^me ito.8t9'y<at Nelwtown. TJhe Bef ^ J. K. 
JJjcInty^p^ WA§. . i?^sjfciii^<^ i^^.q9minufi<?^^i;ig.(^ith. me, .convey,Qd|:,me 
messages of, Ihq '^^ 1 • .^ .• ; .• s^ - » 4 • 

synij^thV.dttd ' 

-stay itielJk tl^n. 

'ncftAetr i^ grf^ibilM.'iwASiifittfdi'ftwr'tlie.way.- Among friewfeiwho 





wdlth'iil«> ab^Ut the'^diki^te^^taient "df 1^^ lib^^ tor the' mm ^dety^ in 

thsf^ iH^wb^ti^mpping (centre. rf'Het is t^lD'otir Hjoband Oawnnititiee^iaiDd 

wi^j^,^^^, as>^t,^obaif^,W?4:^t 9cot$4^^,,be i|i .bims^lt^ jwwle^s 

of power*', . I • , J { ' - • f 

- 'j^ Villi ) 'i(» i.f.'.i "jr'l ;:-.*j'i'"' • i^-i ■':."''• " ,■ !. ,tj[' ;:.].■ : 

' 1 w ^j.M.|/'t 1 .vjiov/ "'»iGI0lfdlHnBiaKi' ; .! . • I '■'! -i'.v.'r r 

'^TfifeirrfeaA^'m'nb'^it^r^'clos^ of iiis ;loiig' s^ctioii oh 

D4Wd^feti'*c6fiiluae^ Hiy^j^Mi;' '-  " '^ "' ' •• 

u 2 
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. The Committee. wilL rejoioe ov^ Au^trali^n gifts, greater we feel 
dure than before^ gifts of liring and dying men> and laithfol women 
and children, as Lord Shaftesbury would have eaid^ ' Such as Jesus 
blessed/ When I was detailing, before the Adelaide Committee, what 
the Lord had done to me, and lamenting the more than cold^iess in 
some who said they were friends of our work, but did not aid our 
treasury, a wise and good friend cheered me into progress by replying, 
* Tell them to pay their debts.' Why, yes, this ijs what we live for, 
even as Zinzendorf lived that he might teach others and himself to find 
the right reply to the question with which the Painter had finialed his 
Calvary, — ' This have I done for thee : what hast thou done for Me % ' 
The reason why we have given to the Bible Society's cause in Australia 
is that we would pay our debts ; and the reason why we will give moi'e 
and more is that we cannot be sittisfied till each man shall read in Lis 
own tongue wherein he was born the Word of our redeeming Son 
of God. 



§ 38. NEW ZEALAND. 

Population (1891) 626,830; exclusive of about (1887) 4,969 Maoris. 

The accounts sent by Mr. Robjohns of his visit in 1891 
to the New Zealand Auxiliaries arrived sufficiently early 
to be included in the Report issued in that year. Those 
referring to 1892 have come to hand when this volunie was 
passing through the presd) and they are still incomplete. 
But though impossible to insert them in these pages they 
will form, like Mr. Davidson's journal of Western Atistrilia, 
a part of the series of papers appearing in the Reporter — 
' The Bible in Greater Britain '-r-and reach, as they are 
certain to interest, and infortn, a wide circle, of readers 
there. It can only be added. that Mh Robjphns had 
everywhere renewed assurances of the zeal of many fjrientls, 
aad expression of their limitless courtesy. The doakg 
sentence of his latest letter expresses at once his aim and 
hoped, — ' I endeavoured to exhibit an ever augmenting 
need of help, and to urge the obligations laid on Christians 
everywhere to aid in our world wide work. I expect and 
believe that our friends will rise to th^ greatness, of. ^heir 
opportunity. It sometimes takes time to grasp th^ facts 
and to assume the great obligB'tiou but, the facts, o^ce 
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seen aud the duty recognised Australasia proves not one 
whit behind the * chief est of the Princes of Israel.' 

The contributions received from the Auxiliaries during 
the year and which are heartily acknowledged by the Com- 
mittee, are noted, as usual, in the Financial Appendix. 

Mr. Robjohns, passing through ' the two lovely fiords' of Melford 
and of George Sound, reached Invercargill on March 1st, and had 
several encouraging meetings there and at the Branches. A very 
pleasant visit was paid to the Otago Bible Society, where Mr. 
Robjohns was the guest of its President, W. Brown, Esq., at his 
beautiful home. The South Canterbury Auxiliary and its Branch 
Societies were then visited and afterwards that of North Canterbury at 
Christchurch. Hawkes Bay and its Branches followed, and Wellington 
was reached on April 17th, and soon afterwards Nelson, and Bible 
Society affairs found progressive at both these centres. It was the 
1st of May, when Mr. Robjohns was in Blenheim, the centre of the 
Marlborough Auxiliary, and a few days later at Masterton. At this 
point the journal closes. 



§ 39. MELANESIA AND POLYNESIA. 

There are few parts of the Society's immense field where 
there are found more pleasant evidences of the success of 
Bible and Christian work than in the various groups of 
Islands — so lately the homes of superstition and cruelty — 
of which the accounts form this section. Among the dis- 
ciples of Christ in these beautiful homes of the Southern 
Pacific the Scriptures are deeply valued, and remittances 
are gladly made to the Society from which the supplies are 
constantly being asked and received. Some illustrations 
of this cordial spirit may be found in the paragraphs which 
follow. 

There is one shadow in an otherwise pleasant record, — 
the death of the veteran Missionary and translator, James 
Calvert, to whom Fiji, but not Fiji alone, owes so much. 
* Mr. Calvert, was one of the heartiest friends this Society 
ever had. He was always willing to advocate its claims, 
and the story of his life and work, told on the Society's 
platforms, thrilled • many a Bible Society audience. He 
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earned the. Fiji New Testament six timee through; the 
press for the Committee, and edited th6;whol€i B&hfei eehrearal 
timefl4? 

iWE SOOIETT ISLAim». i - 

r 

The Rev. P. Vernier, of the Paris EvaDgelical Missionary Society, 
when making remittances the produce of sales of Scriptures from 
Papeete, says—' We rejoice that a great properbioitt of 6ui* dear natites, 
in' spite' of the prbgress of the so-called European civilfeatidii, Are con- 
stantly prizing the Holy Word of Gx>d as their greatest treasure upon 
earth ; great is their indebtedness to the Bible Soci^y which has been 
and' still is the means for them to get such a treasure at so sxhall an 
expense. May God prosper her grand Simrfc fbr thef salivation of 
hundreds of millions of human beings.' A rettiittance has also iifeen 
received from Raiatea. 

TITE NEW nEBRTDBS. 

From the Editorial Appendix (B) it will beseen thait theOommittee 
are printing the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. M«,rk in the Baki 
language of Epi. 

The translator, the Rev. R. M. Eraser, writing on 13th August*, 
and enclosing a contribution of <£26 28. Od, from the New Hebrides 
Auxiliary, gives some interesting information. ' There has been steady 
pr(i^ress in the work of Evangelisation in this group throughout the past 
yeaj*^ and translating work has also been- advancing. . Translations of 
a single Gospel have been made into four new tongues for t&e islands of 
Malekula, Malo, and Santo, and the east end of Epi res^^ectively. 
Applications for prin<iing these wilPno doubt nonoh tli^ B&bla Society 
in dii^.^iourse. , But on my ow;^ b^alf I now make appU<^tioa to 
h^ve 1,000 copies of the Gospels of St. Matthew and St! Mark in the 
Baki language of F.pi printed for me by the Society. ... I trudt if the 
Society sees it^ way to do this they may be much used for years to come 
in giving light to those. that sit in darkness here, and in showing) .those 
who love the Lord how to wait' in the light. 

^ Though a considerable number of the Baki-speaking people have 
learned tp read, not many of them have yet' turned to the. Lord'. , . . This 
is a polyglot island, and one translation can be used only by> limited 
nomlier.'iOf people* The Baki will not be undeistood by mono than 
2,000! people. I aiso labour amoog a people .who^^ language, is piore 
extensively spoken — among whom the Gospel is making much inyre 
rapid progress, and my purpose is to give some books of Script^iJco to 
one people and- some to the othe^.^ ' • ' ' * 

,'«.'■ I . . « - I / * > • ' ' ' 

THE'FUXmJiNbs.'- • • " 

. , • • • I 1 w 
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•Senriwal'letilwB rooeiyed duuing the.yeftr/from the l^i^e R^v» ^apaes 
Qal^^ .tJ»n;^cp^ttej4 requests, f^oi;^ th:*fi| ^roup for BU|)jjli^SjOf Rofijiipan 

- i' .• MSHftiAotUid'of MiCCalreai'lntheJ9«icff^f(»A]^nJA.l!89?^ .,. 



;aiid JFiji Scriptures. In one of these letters (Hastings, January 13,) 
Mr. Calvert says, j / When, IVfr, La^ghfiDgi last vrote to me the 
Missionaries had just blosed their' District Meeting, and their hearts 
were gladdened by an ipxjrease everywhere in con^ihutions to mvsaions.' 
See also the Editorial Ajppendix under '.Fij,i^'. 

' • ' • « : " ' TltlS LOYALTY ISl^ANm, 

Th9..Hev. S, M. Creagh, of Lif^,. has remitt^fj in th,ree in^t^Jmei^ts 
during ^lie y^ear ,<£280 from the natives towards the payment of a 
€upply or 2v060 Bibles supplied b^ the Society. The sal© of tike book 
•centinueai 'Steadily! ^The p^opte,' writes Mr: Creagh, 'ibaVe been 
remarkaf^Y- ;^v(Hired ^l^s s^^so];! in having larg^ quantpijtiee.ol.cocpaf 
n^its whichf they turn into cqpra. They saj that th^se.copoarWJte are 
given thep to. enable them to ^ay for the Word of God./ ^ 

Wt: Hadfield, of Lifti, is aS) work at' the UVean Pentatucb. See 
Appendix 'B; J < 'Uvea.' . • ... . 

RAR0T0NG4. .. ; . ; 

The Rev. W. N. Lawrence, of Raro tonga, remits £50 to be placed 
to the credit of the Rarotongan Bible fund — new edition — an evidence 
that * the Book of the Rarotongans ' (see last year's Report, p. 344) 
continues to be valued. 



I .-• 



NlUF^0RSAVAQEISL4J:rD. 

The first Resident iiiissibnary ifi this* Island was the "Rev. W. G. 
Laves,, now of New Guinea. His. brother, the Rev. F. E, L^wes^,who 
hft& retU!*ne?d* '6n ferioi^gh -fromr Nilie tb Ehgland, is at work on the 
abno&t) cotopteted tmD£ilati6n oi ithe. Bibie. Writing^ fi om Mue : on 
SjeptetoJb^ .2isl^,1891, ha says : — * la tb^ name , of the .people of JS['iue 
we ask thet Bibl^. Society to add to their former favours by pninti^g, 
the Scriptures as far as- translated.' Further details may be found. in 
the Mittn^ial A.ppdndi'x. ' ' ; 

' . ' . y NEW QUINEA. 

f 

Whikt^Ulei^'shoeits ha^o b^n passing through' the press. i^peci^cin 
copies have come to hand of the Gospel of St. Mark in the South Cape 
and Keapara dialects, which have been printed by the Auxiliary at 
Sydney for the Parent Society. 

^ See * How the Bibk came to Lifn,' by Rev, James Sleigh, in the Afon4hly Reporter 
for March, 1892, 
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§ 40. CHILI AND PERU. 

Fopulation : Chili, 2,524,476 ; Peruy 2,970,000 {including 
about 350,000 uncivilized Indiana). 

In this immense field the Valparaiso Society is doing 
good work, and the Committee have been glad to receive 
tor the current year their grant (£300) for the purposes 
of colportage. Unhappily the report, which the Eev. J. 
F. Garvin speaks of in February as nearly ready, has 
not reached London in time to be utilized here. The 
accounts for 1890 were exceptionally good; those for 
1891, Mr, Garvin estimates, will have *a fair showing 
of work, considering the troubled state of afiairs.' The 
colporteurs have been busily prosecuting their labours, but 
no detailed accounts can be given. 



§ 41. THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

Estimated population (1887), 3,436,286. Religion, Roman Catholic, 
hut all creeds are tolerated. Circulation, 8,986. 

Mr. Jetto's annual report, vivacious and graphic as it is,, 
can hardly be called encouraging, Nothing is more dear 
from this and similar accounts thaD that Bible circulation 
may be indefinitely extended, could only men be found in 
sufficient numbers, and suitable for the difiicult but most 
rewarding colportage work. For 1891 Mr. Jetto's staff has 
been weakened by various causes, and the circulation is 
accordingly less.^ la other respects the circumstances 

1 Table of Cieoulation. 
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have been unfavourable, and a restless and risky politieal 
situation as well as prevalent poverty have made the sale of 
Scriptures and the intercourse with the people specially 
hard. With the progress of events these conditions may 
be improved, and it is hoped that 1892 may more than re- 
trieve any deficiencies of the year just closed. 

Mr. Jetto's report has been used fully, and his own 
words and those of the colporteurs give very interesting 
glimpses of the state of feeling and of society in the Re- 
public. 

State of Society in the Republic. 

Taking into consideration the difficulties we met with during last yeav 
in pushing forward the circulation of the Scriptures, we must be very 
thtuakful to our Lord for the 'good result of our efforts, which, if not 
quite equal to that of 1890, is still satisfactory and encouraging. The 
monetary crisis continued, and unfortunately continues still to afflict 
this country. The financial crisis is aggravated by the uncertainty 
and anxiety which every class of society feels about the present 
and future political situation of this Bepublic. To add to this sad 
state of things, many parts of the country since the beginning of 
spring have been infested by myriads of locuf^ts, which devastated 
thousands of acre^ of corn and other cereals, fruitiferous trees, and all 
other kinds of vegetables, except potatoes, which have been plentiful 
this year. But potatoes in this country are not an important article 
of food as in the United Kingdom. In the Capital, a daily paper of 
this town, I read the following paragraph : — * In a place called " India 
Muerta," according to the account given by a person arrived from that 
locality, there were as many locusts on the ground as there are letters 
in a newspaper. They have destroyed everything. There is no more 
pasture, nor leaves on the trees, nor any green left. The horses, not 
finding anything else to eat, eat the locusts, which contributes to make 
them lean and weak, and then they become useless.' 

Under these circumstances the people, whose principal thought is 
how to get bread for their families, are poor, distracted, and in a moody 
and sullen state of mind, so that to approach them with the Qospel is 
a very delicate undertaking, having the result in several cases of a 
coarse and derisive answer. 



COLPOBTAOE AND DsPdT CIRCULATION. 

The decrease in the sales of the colporteurs, besides the general 
unfavourable circumstances mentioned before, is sufficiently accounted 
for by the fact that four of the colporteurs worked only for a part of 
the year. 

The sales at the Dep6t in Colonia Waldense in 1890 were 7^2 books, 
and in- 1891, 126 j decrease 606. This decrease has been partly com- 
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pepsated by the diicifiased')i«iefii afe tb«i De|)dt iax: Eio^ ^ieh in 1^1 
wiara 4^1» £»gaix)£t. tb^se of ..19AQ» ,KfMc$ ^^^ao^ed (mly to 41; 
difieronce in favour of 1891, 4Q0. As regards the. reduced number of 
saleis at Oolonia Waldense, Rev. D. Armand Ugon wrote ma that he 
attlrflmtes it to the frequent visiti^ of the colportieurs in that part of 
the country durdng 18dl. 

During last ye^r there were 39. j^iblef and 359 Poittions sold xs^re^ 
and 728 Testaments leas by colportewrs thftn in I89O. I have a^ im- 
pression that owing to the price of the Testaments in t6m6. beiog 
near the same as th%t of the Bibles irt 16mo., people prefer to buy the 
latter. 



Colporteur Life — Allbnspach. 

During the winter months our Colporteur Allenspach travelled 
northwards visiting the province® of Rio Negro, Fajeandu, TacuaremlxS, 
Artigas, and Rivera, on the Brazilian fv6&tier. ' He describes- the state 
of the country as not much better than that of this Biepublic. Yictnals 
and fodder were very dear. In the viltage of San Gregorio, province 
of Tacuaremb6, he visited an * English gentleman,- who told him that it 
was' a' good ^brk to circulate the ^ripiurod, but iiiat h% did not 
a^t^ro^e of the Bible being plax^ed in the*' hiands of uneducated^ people. 
While passing' through the pppovince of Minnas he- stopped at a hamlet, 
^nd there met an old man who fornierlT belonged to tbo ^man 
<yathohe Church, and speaking abotft the ^eiblethis man* reoonmeilded 
Allenspach by all means to read always a chapter when hel^otild gain 
ontranee in a house, assuring him that the !E^ble convinced him, and 
his heart was only touched by reading tho Bible. • ' 



CoRPOETBint L£ri>+^BBuicAfn. 

. In the month of July, 1891, Bruma.ti ^a3 at,Sairta Fe, head town 
of the province of the same.n^uje. He. wrH^s:. *. Formerly I was 
timid; but now in thia good -^oxk I feel courageous because I trust 
in God and not in myself. Before, wh^n I entered a house, the 
■cpui^tewance of the inmates m^de mejU^^vQus, did. not know what to 
sajy>. ^.»d ifemained dumb> But . now I 40 J^o^ mind it, find I speak 
freely of what Gq^ has co»m^nded, as im Ley. ppKvi I, for I see- many 
image^^in the hoqses of this town, and tji© wp?a«n. adorning them, with 
-earrings. I speak to them, but it "is the sam^ as spe^J;ing tp the wall. 
They are disgusted with the priests ; they listen with pleasure when I 
read the Gospel ; but then they do not remove the images because they 

place their confid^i?^^ in, thfim.' . •. . I , / j, f. . 

In the following month of August Brumati was still at Santa F§. 
^ Xi sold a Bible to ah it«(y«n)^he»wirileSi ' Ai£ew)dayaaf4«r'hecaai6 and 
wmabed'io vetucnit, bettanserhe waaiibld' t^at^itimntaa Frotodtaoat. hook 
a^d did not sgeak about /therYirgiopu Masjr; I toM him tbat the people 
who said this had not read the Bible. I read then to him ssewend 
pataages^ aod tfaeimian'waB MlutfcdyaiDd^ ineni hdmd^wiih bis-iBtble. 
Th^ifeU^w^n^ weekd I- was al(»i^de. tlid Riif^ev Paii^a,, oonverising 
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with e^m&Di .^hoy^ihe hop^ ^9 h^ve^ipl & ^ut^ur^ lil«^ 1 P<9^,,Sii.US^ 
and^ behold,, the above-mentioiied Italian came (^own tp take a. house to 
drink and stopped nea^ us, listening, to oux cqhTerssttion. I diid ixot 
recognize him at first, but he addressed me, saying : * Bbn^t you 
renember that T bought & Bible horti yotii Wel^l^ I showed it to the 
ptiest, aad h^ tbldl me Umit it was a biad book, and the beat thiag I 
cottld do was to bum it. Then Ileft the priest, and on my way home 
I inquired of several* persons about this Bible, and some said if was a 
good and instructive book, and others that it was Had." This tnan, 
ho>nrever, assured me that he reads r^gulf&riy'the Mble, and likes it 
very miuch, for he says, '' When I read it it touch^a my heifEort, and. tears 
come into nay eyes.*' 

* The same day I met another Italian (a Neapolitan) to whom I had 
sold a Bible, and he inviiied me to his house, as, being a Roman 
Catholic he wished to return the BiUe. I said : ^l^b, sir ; you had better 
read it^amd not beiiere what they tell yois, aad I willjiet yoiu haveit^ for 
50 cents ; " and within myself I was pr^yipg. ^od t9 bless him. When 
he said that the book was bad I took it out of his hands and asked him, 
" What bad things do you find in this* book."' And then I read ta him 
a chapter whieh decided Mm to keep the Bible. Wehdxl then a pleasant 
rel%ioqs conversa/bion, sbook h»nds,. and he left.. I tfaaimked Gkxl for 
having ppened his ey^/ ..^ 

Here in this town, of Eosario Brumati visited many families, and I 
am glad t6 say with excellent results. 

'1 * ' . . . ' ^ , 

On The BaiiIway. ' ".' 



Chiapponi's time is usefully employed in mee<t]{ng the .passengex^ 
who travel in the trains that ply between .Quilmes and Buenos Aypes, 
and between Buenos Ayres and San Martin, offering them the 
Bcriptmres a?nd engaging in oonverAati6ii ; and I'ain glad to think 
thai} this daily practioe ezereisesits gox>d induemce on the mind of .tha 
travellers, ataong whom there ace sevjeral w^o- ijo^e^d* txf buying 
immoraj nbvels and newspapers, will, prompted by the iiaviting words of 
the colporteur, purchase a Bible or a Testament. 



i  
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§42. BRAZIL.: 

Fcpulatiov^ hbout 14^000,00^. f/ these lvOOO,000 are * wild ' 
Indiaau and otl^ uncivilized tribes. Of the inhaMtcmts, 
'S4per cent, are illiterate, ' T/:e Society last y/eair'enijiJQyed 
seven cidporteursL Total eircvlatian,' 21,67 h ... 



, . I ->! 



fbe political ujariest of. recent years in Brazil, doea not 
seem to have as yet any' corresponding awakening in the 
people's spiritaial Ufe. * There is nothing new,' writer Mr. 
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Dos Santos, ' as to religions matters/ He adds, with a 
touch of disappointment, — 'the full religious liberty estab- 
lished iU' 1890 by the Republic did ixot change the mind of 
the nation, nor arouBe inquiry about the Gospel Men are 
always the same : and though the Gospel does its work 
among some, the majority seek the things that are below, 
not those which are above/ 

There is, however, one pleasant page in the brief report 
of the year. The circulation has remarkably increased, 
and during 1890-1 it rose to the highest level yet 
reached.^ Twenty-one thousand copies among the fourtecD 
millions of the Eepublic is still a small proportion, even 
though other agencies are at work ; but it must be 
remembered that between eighty and ninety per cent, of 
the people are illiterate, and that the hostility of the priest 
and of the atheist is specially active in Brazil. When 
Mr. Dos Santos, in 1879 took charge of the Agency the cir- 
culation of his first year did not much exceed four thousand 
copies. Since then the progress has been interrupted, 
influenced naturally by the conditions of an unsettled 
society, and by the varying effectiveness of the colporteur 
force ; but it is clear that under favourable circum- 
stances considerable advance should be made. 

The future of Brazil has long since ceased to depend 
upon its native races. Retreating before the advance of 
new settlers the surviving Indians whose ancestors once 
possessed the vast Amazonian valleys, now find refuge in the 
fastnesses of forests and swamps. But in the deserted homes 
of the oldempire of the Incas andPizarro new States are being 
formed — a new Portugal — a new Spain — perhaps a new 
Judea. The superb country, rich in a paradisaical flora 
and with every variety of temperature and soil, places no 

^ Table ov Circulation. 
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limit to expansion, no barrier to almost boundless advance. 
And were the people only educated and alive to the higher 
life, Christian civilization might yet; with westward pro- 
gress, have one of its fairest seats in Brazil. 

Mr. Dos Santos's report is brief and statistical, and all of 
general interest is given below. 



The Colporteurs and their Work. 

The Work has been done by seven colporteurs, but they Wei»e n6t all 
at work for the whole year. 

Antonio Luiz de Jesus worked all the year in Bio de Janeiro. He 
sold 56 bibles, 160 Testaments, and 683 Portions — 883 volumes in all. 
— Joao Antonio de Menezeswas engaged at Parahyba, and circulated 44 
Bibles, 261 Testaments, and 163 Portions, or 458 in all. Joaquin 
Jos^ de Souza 'O Sylva was stationed at Bio Grande do Sul and Samta 
Catharina., His sales were 68 Bibles, 168 .Testaments, and 502 
Portions-T- total, 738. — Joaquin Samuel de Brito, not now on the staff, 
sold at Bahia 359 volumes. — At San Paulo Francisco. L. Card6n sold 
in five months 199 volutiies.— Fmiliano Olympio Minas Novas has 
been working for six months at Bahia, and hm sold 20Q' volumes. 
Manuel de Souza e Sylva had only been at work for a month, when he 
had sold 123 volumes ; but he hopes soon to visit Matto Grosso, where a 
colporteur has not been before. 



••'The Dep6t at Bio. 

Our window ' is ftlways full of open Scfriptures in various languages, 
and people stdp to read. The I)ep6t is well known. " Supplies of 
Scriptures are constantly being serit to missionaries, and cerrespottdence 
kept up^ with them. The Society's work gives full engAgeimeht' ev^y 
day f r^m todrning tfll afteriioon. 






Summing Up. 



Such is the report fot the year 1891, and I look forward to another 
period* of work. What will eome we do not know ; but one thing is 
certain we are approaching the iend of our work. We look hff our 
Lord's coming. What must we do in the meantime ? Work morfe and 
more as faithful servants. Tbid 'is fr4iftt I hope to do in 'my own 
sphere and for the 'Society, with more We to God, and in ^'patient 
waiting for the coming of the Lord. 



. . r/ 
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will be recognised * when one' remembers * that the five 
iiDiillion people of the West Indies are living in islands 
scattered over an immense area,-:— that many nationalities 
are represented in these islands, — that many travellers 
from Europe and the United States are passing to and fro, 
— and that when Bible work is firmly established, it may 
be extended into . Central America and South America 
indefinitely/ 

TUINIDAD. 

Mr. Heath visited Trinidad in July, smd meetings were held in Port 
of Spain, with Bishop Hayes in the chair, and in San Fernando. 
There are two Bihle Committees, one at each of these places. The 
various pulpits were readily placed at Mr. Heath's disposal, and he had 
the pleasant opportunity of addressing several congregations on the 
Society's work. Mr. Innis reports a circulation for the year ending 
June 15, 1891, of 2,738 volumes, 1,167 of these were sold from the 
Depdt, and 1,571 by the colporteurs. Of the whole, only seventeen 
copies were not English. Lady Macd^nald supports ^ colporteur who 
works chiefly about the Pitch Lake. There are some 64,000 heathen 
in the island. 

TOBAGO, 

Mr. Heath was able to spend a week in Tobago, when four meetings 
were held, and aiTangements were made for the establife<hment of a 
Dep6t. There is much need for a wider circulation of the Scriptures in 
the island : — * It is still quite sad,' writes the Rev. T. L. Clemens, * to 
see how comparatively few of the people possess copies of their own.* 
Since then a colporteur 'bas begun wjork. .One of the pleasant incidents 
of the year was the presentation by the Committee of a Pulpit Bible, 
which Mr. Clemens warmly acknowledges, to the Moravian Church at 
Bethesda. ' May all our people walk in the Light, and show the best 
thanksgiving spirit — a l^fe given up to God's service, a work of holiness 
and righteousness ! * 

GRENADA. 

Aj;;chdeacon Hutson^Jn remittinjg.Qontributions, speaks of the pcpple 
as poor in the supply of Scriptures as well as in temporal things. The 
island depends upon the cfocoa trade which is busiest from July to 
Januairy.  Contributions have also been received, and gladly acknow- 
ledged from. Presbyt^riao and Wef»ley^B friends. Mr^, Heath bad 
^ sieveral meetings in Gr^^ada. . , 



. •» •« 



f •» 



. , ]fix>8peet6 fpr the jie^,p 4o not s^m^ tbe ^v* iQ^ T. iBc^we^l^hinks, 
very bright;i« but repi^tt^cei^ on:purchase account a^(IMac<^utribu,tion 
during the year show interest ana good work in^ the past/^nd Mr. tieatb 
lias' found ecconragin^ snle^. Siveral fresh Depots have been 'o^ned. 
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ST, LUCIA. 

At St. Lucia Mr. Cropper ' zealously guards ' the interests of the 
Sooiety, There is work for a colporteur on the island, and this is the 
l>est available method for Scripture diffusion. 

AKTIGUA. 

A remittance from Antigua is acknowledged elsewhere. * There is 
not much stirring/ writes the Rev. R. Klesel, * but we are alive, and 
everything going on as usual. Our island is well served with 
churches and ministers, the Word of God, and the means of Grace.' 
This is pleasant, but the work of a colporteur may show as it has else- 
where, that there are still not a few without the Word of God. M--. 
Heath had several meetings during his visit in August. ^ 

See the Edit(»rial Appendix under Dominica Patois, 

MONTSERRAT, 

The Rev. J. P. Owens in sending remittances and orders speaks of 
the Auxiliary as having been, from various causes, * quite stagnant of 
late.' Mr. Heath was, however, able to address *a goodly company' 
in the Wesley an Chapel, when on his visit to the island, and it seems 
possible to do a good work by colportage. 

ST. KTTTS. 

•A letter from the Rev. J. Howard (Sept. 29) gives warm expression 
to his own interest and that of not a few others in the Society's work, 
but serious difficulties have not permitted a very progressive report for 
the year. There is much poverty among the people. . 

HAYTL 

The Rev. A. Batti^st^e reports that, owing to the ' present £nancial 
maliaise in commercial circles, and. fears of a revolutionary otitbreak,' 
little is beipg done in Bible work, and that colportage has been 
suspended, — a state pf affairs which it is hoped will soon change for 
the better— in fact some improvement is already announced. 

JAMAICA. 
Kingston. 

Th6 Bxhibitiofa to which allusion was made in last year's report^ 
did not prove a success, nor afford the opportunities hoped for in 
making the Society's work so widely known as was hoped ; but not a- 
few came "60 understand better than before its true bbaiicter. 

St. ELiZABr.TH. 

The Rev. S. Negus, in sending an order and remittance writes, * Our 
sales are small owing to the fact that po few join in our work, but I am 
of opinion that a good deal could be done if only our plan was taken up 
by others.' 

X 
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MANTCHEStlSR. 

In December last Tear, from the death off tlie Society's faithful 
friend Mr. Panton,ana the removal of others, the Rev. E. E. Reinke 
was left almost alone. Sinee then some friends have become cordially 
associated in the work, and various letters for the year testify to 
their interest and energy, as do the contributions acknowledged 
else^where. The central Dep6t is at MandevDle : thi^re «re four sab- 
df^pots in Manchester, and two new on^es are planned, and some 
colportage work has also been done. 

WeSTMOBBLAND MOUHTAINS. 

A most interesting and pleasant meeting was held at Salem on 
September 10, there was deep sympathy, a stirring service of praise, 
and a willing offering. 'May it prove that the Bible has become 
more precious to everyone present ! ' 

The Committee has had the pleasure of recognizing the services of 
the retiring president, the Bev. A. £. londi b^ the 'gift <^ a^ Bible, 
which Mr. Lind cordially acknowledged. 

ST. THOMAS, 

In the spring of 1891 Mr». Baehe wrdte, — ^'The Scriptures sent 
came safely to hand. My collections for the Society have been duly 
forwarded. I hope to get the JUmtM^ ^Reporter and Gleanings for th^ 
Young regularly, as my subscribers are ve^y .much, interested in tbeoL' 

The annual meeting— a 'highly Jnjberestin^ oae 'r-wfts held in 
January, and with so influential a stan of officers and committee as 
the Auxiliary possesses, much wiU ^B^ expected. Some details follow 
from the report of the year. 

* Scriptures'to the amount (5f £29 \^g, '2d, have been sold at the 
depdts, and the colporteur has disposcfd of 486 i^olutne^-^altogether 
about 1,200 voltumes, rehlhing^^il 1*99. Od, It is believed this will 
on the whole, be satfisfaeiboty to- the Pigtrent Committee, who have 
generously granted £10 a yeir fi)r three' years toWards the salary of 
the colporteur.' 

THE BM^U^AS, 

A letter from Mi\ Heath (October 1891), very ful^y di^riplblve of 
the general and religious aspects of these islanaSi.is not ^ncouri^ging 
as' to the concern felt for the Society's work, ov the sup^iert^ivea toiiti 
Mr. Heath was kble, during his visit, to address several n^eetings, and 
a supply of the Society's periodicals and other literature might deepen 
the interest. 
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uliFopUlation, 189.1, 4,829',411. Of'^ikm' t/iere ^re ' 
. M^ifiSO' JVmd^v 967,403 /WM; 881,990 Efftgli^ ; 
^aftjS^-S ^ftjore^/ •25i,3>20'(?e7^»««ai«j>/ 1^^,529 Indiana 

. 2,4fi2;2d& jBr0Msmnt8 ; Jm»; 2^893. 

Nowhere has the Bible Society warmer fttends or 
more hopeful allies' than ia the pominion; and the 
acQOUuts of the past ye^r, tWugh refleicting to )»ome exfiefit 
tke eiQamkiercial and genera;! depresmou, gik^e n^any ]>roidfs 
amd illHfitpati<ms of the! smavtut of Work which is being 
dota^: ' ' ' There ari^ several references to the presence of the 
So/i3ieJ3^'Sv I Son, „HoiQe Se(;arBtaify,. who visited Toiroaito, 
Laodt^y Stratford, Montreal, Ottawai Qiwbec, Halifax, 
PredwifetoD, St. -Johii'g adi'd 'N15W ''Bi'tlhst^ic^k; 41tA..Who 
*catiriot' ^peak tob waiiiily'oi the corcjial ' reception apd 
g(ejierbiia'^,apita!!^ty wljiiab he e^ very where reoeiyied/ aad ©f 
the ioterestin. Bibde Sooiety iwY^ktmanifesf^ed oil ibh% c^tt 
side of thft- Atktttie.' ft k' htbj)^d • t^t thte td^tibtfs, 
cDtdial .hefore, between the Atixiliafies .and, the' ^areitt 
Society, nij^y grow mori^ iaUoaite .anxl komeUke sinca Mi. 
A^oHrBuanB . lias peradivally tcoa^^yed -asiRitiaiices of - thie 
CoramiHtee's' ir^afrd.' ...... 

^ 'Notices' dffeuch'l*6p6H^';^'g'IiaVe/been received, 'fgHbw 
in the u^uai.^fder* , , .,/.i .. ..... h , . . •<>' 



c/ppi;:^ C4A^'4^^.. . 
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tJfeiWr* tUTofmUol Presidents, Tfon, O: fP'. Mlerir and the J^'ishovs nf foron^, 

■, : •  . J^i^riMi and A!ff&ni&,': •Bin'trdhds^ 452. • , 

Tlie jlXpp^. Canada Awxiliary .fiakly-daim^'the preinier 
pla«e •dmtwig -4h^ Sooieljj^'S -Atutiliaries. Iti la;rge conlferi- 
tmti«ii%iBi^aift gladly aickii6wlfed^edl^^,an'd its ftilly Organized 
and .developing work makeVit ^ot pnly'an iavalwaWe. ally 
to the. Parent, i$o6iety but b cecatre.. of •. ChpifltiaBi inflneiitoe 
in.the yDomimon* Tii3 curreht WBp^rt, the ifty-i^cwiid, ife 
ail wcotiAt'Of dtii(!J{^rftd'^^d'pi'Ogteg^iVe Olietatibhs. ^ 

Itt-1840.*fe!*'XFt)p^CaGaidA- Bib'teBrytH^tf trafe'fe^tabllrtiea as an 
Au^MlU-yiftf 'tk^ fifi'fti^h fttrd I\ii^^gn Aible Sb«6iy. IVimatit'^; oUr work 
te U Qirbmailld t*^Hoiy Sferipttit^ ; by sMes' at bui* tttimei»ous de^itorips 
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in Ontario, Manitoba, the North- West Territories, and !&itj»h Colom- 
bia ; by colportage conducted by godly, faithful men, who carry the 
Word to the homes of the people throughout the length and breadth 
of our Canadian field ; and by gifts to public institutions, hospitals, 
prisons, hotels, steamboats, railways, and to indiyiduals v^ho are 
unable or unprepared to pay for them. Of eqnal importance is the 
privilege to co-operate with the parent organization by raising funds 
to assist in the more extended and comprehensive plan for a world-wide 
circulation of the Bible, and the fact that our Society is. both the largest 
contributor and Auxiliary is to us, and all interested in the work, 
another source of grateful satisfaction. 

Since the organization of the Society the blessing of God h&s rested 
upon it, and steady progress has marked its course. The issue of the 
Scriptures and the revenoie has largely increased from year to year, 
and the work of the Society has been greatly extended, embracing the 
whole territory from Kingston to .the Pacific Coast, except a small 
portion occupied by the Western Ontario Society in the neighbourhood 
of London. 

During the past year our numerous Branches and Depositories 
have, as usual, been visited by agents, with a view of deepening and 
intensifying the interest and extending the work in Ontario, Manitoba, 
and the North- West. Sixteen new branches have been formed in 
the City of Toronto, Branch Bible Societies have been organizeil 
in seven different districts,, three of which have already shown the 
result of their labours by sending in their coUectioos, while the others 
ar^ expected to be in active operation during the coming year. 

Six colporteurs have been engaged in circulating the Word of 
God in districts considered most suitable for the work — Manitoulin 
Island, the north shores of Georgian Bay, Algoma, Muskoka, and 
Parry Sound Districts, where the settlers employed in mills and 
lumbering camps, miners, fishermen, &c., were visited, and our col- 
porteurs have had many opportunities for earnest coi^versation^ witli 
careless men and women, who seldom, if ever, enter the house of 
God or hear His message of love proclaimed. Many interesting 
incidents have been reported by these faithful servants of the Society 
of conviction, and in some cases conversion, through the reading and 
explaining of the Scriptures. A large number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments have thus been distributed by sales 9Jid gratuitously to those 
families or individuals found destitute of the Word of God. 

The total issue of Scripture^ for the year is 39,972 copies, 1,557 
over last year. In addition tp this, the Society has assisted the work 
of Bible colportage in Quebec to the amouqt of $1,814.03, and id 
Manitoba and the North- West to the extent of $918. 

Although the total revenue of the Society is about $1,300 
less than last year we are thankful to state that the ordinary 
revepue (that ^, from sales aind free contnbutioDs) is nearly $1,200 
hn'g&r thom in,any,for7mryea/t^ the apparent decrease b^^g caused by 
the large sum of $5,000 received last year as the first instalment of 
the late Mr. William Gpoderhafn's munificent bequest, us against 
$2,500, the secpnd payment of tljie same bequest w)uch .hias been re 
ceived this year. Thus we have the great gratification of. being abl^ 
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to report another year of increase and extension of work; Our 
remittances to the Parent Society during the year have been over 
$17,000. 

WESTERN ONTARIO. 
Centre cU London, President^ the Bishop of Huron. Branches^ 79. 

The annual meeting of this Auxiliary was held on May 
21, 1891 the Bishop of Huron in the chair and the Rev. T. 
Aston-Binns present as a deputation from the Parent 
Society. The report, from which some details follow, is a 
substantial pamphlet of 60 pp. in which the usual informa* 
tion from the Society's Abstract is attractively presented. 
The Committee notice with regret that the Rev. Dr, 
Evans retires, through failing strength, from the position 
he has so long and usefully held. 

The Auxiliary rejoices in the success achieved by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and is also thankful to God that our own 
efforts during the year now closing have not been fruitless, as will 
appear in the subjoined details : — 

REOEH*TS. 

Free Contributions for the year 11437 22 

Total for sales 1135 40 

London City subscriptions and collections 621 02 



Total of receipts from all sources... $31 9 3 64 



AGENCIES. 

The visitation of the Branches has been prosecuted with zeal and 
success by the efficient ministers to whom that work was allotted. 
They were everywhere welcomed, and express themselves as blessed 
in the good work, and grateful for kindness and hospitality extended. 

The Scriptures issued during the year have been: — Bibles, 2160; 
Testaments, 1166 ; Portions, 87 ; Total, 3413. 

Mr. John Crombie still continues at his post. He is a most 
faithful and long-tried friend of the Society. His work for the most 
part is in the more remote and sparsely populated settlements. He 
visits from door to door, speaking and disseminating the words of 
life, and the Father's blessiDg attends His servant and his labour of 
love, 

PERTH, 

r 

President, Rev. James Ross, B.D, Branches^ 4. 

The Perth Auxiliary was organized in 1836, and since then 
a succession of good men have carried on the work. The 



current Jieport depkw^es the deatk of the Secrfetacy, Georp;e 
Kerry Esq., of Dc. Bain/ of Kmgston, of the Hon. Alex, 
Morris, of Toronto, and of others. The income of last 
year was $416.67, a slight advance on that of 1890. 

Altogether the collections have been better than was anticipated, 
andrthere ib a .slight increase '^ver> last year^ for this y^ are' in^Leed 
tkankfnl to (fodt So msvny airQ^apit to.niak^ * du^nesii of bucjlt]fe8d and 
§carcii^ of woney,' e^ ready excuse foi;. lessening tjbuew CQ{U^>>utipP6 or 
withholding them altogether. No doubt with some there is fgrce in 
ihts reason, but while this may be true, yet should it all the more 
inelitte the wealthier friends to double their contributions. 

I^ acoQ]pdance with the instruotions of the committee the il^Vfiideiit 
visited the hotel>keepers of the towna;^ and. having obtain^ periaissioD 
from, all of them but one, placed eighty-eight copies of the New 
Testameiit in their respective hotels fol'.the use of the guests. 

OTTAWA, 
Preeidentf Oecrge Hay, Mq. BtancheSy 86. 

The Auxiliary cervl^red in Ottawa holds ampug otlieES a 
high place in the Dominion, and • its report gives maay 
illustrations of successful work. The general tone is that 
of continubus advance and while the obituary of the year 
notes not a few vacant places, notably that, of the Rev. 
R. Gavin, one of the. Society's most devoted friends, 
it is evident that th^ successors of those who have 
been removed are fully conscious of the importance of 
the work with which they are charged. ^ 

POSITION or THE AUXILIARIES. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society has sixteen Auxiliaries in the 
Dominion of Canada, and judging from the pecuniary aid that they 
afford* it, our own stands e^ondj-^B, position which "is the more 
credtbable seeing that our territerry is viery limited and our number of 
Branches small. We have, however, no room for boastingt, for we are 
very far yet from having reached that point in the helptulnesff 'which 
miglit be reasonably required and' iexpe^ted of us. 

Daring the year which we have now to report upon but Kttle 
progress has been made by us. It is no doubt owing largely to the 
continued and inoreaeed depression in trade, and to the consequent 
pecuniary stringency experienced- by niany. Complain,' ho wener, we 
must not. We have rather reason to thank Qod and take courage. 

THE BRANCH SOCIETIES. 

These now number eighty-five, or five more than could, be 
aBuounced twelve months ago. Xbsre huve, however, 'b^tai 'm^i new 
Quep f or i^edf and tone^ ^ajs. c^i^d ti^ jbe, bo^n^od Mtith qsi , . i • . . 
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The new Branches are Cl^ftlk, Beeert^ Bethel and South Stafford, 
Oasselman, South Indian and Plevna. The last deserves special 
mentiaa. Th« Parent Society in England encourages the formation of 
Ladies' Auxiliaides ; but in Plevna they have improved on that by 
givicng.the ladies a.potoitial voice in the mfmag^xDisnt of their whole 
affaim. May the result incite, and encourage otkers, in a similar 
position, to f oUowt theor example^ To show that they meant business, 
an opportunity was afforded by the fair secretary to all presMit, 
before they left the meeting, to subscribe towards their first free 
contribution to the Auxiliary. 

Besides the Branches enumerated, we have still a connection with 
one Association and five Bible Dep6ts, nxaking in all ninety^one 
separate societies. 

COLPORTAGE 

has been maintained as fonnerly. During summer fbur men were 
at work, and.twd sold' o^ commission while pursuing "their ordinary 
employments; '^is winter eleven have been engaged for longer 
or shorter terms. Most of these are French Canadians so that they 
Cin work among French-speaking people. Bayond difficulties, weather 
and travel, they have not encountered anything formidable. 



ISSUES FOE THB YEAR. 

Tae total of 10,245 volumes is 779 more than could be reported 
last year, and is 251 in excess of our issues in our most prosperous 
year previously. The entire number disposed of by the Auxiliary in 
the thirty-six years bygone is 169,654 copies. 

The gratuitous distribution of the year has been 278 volumes 
worth $57.02. Of these 115 wex^e given by colporteurs to the value, 
of $2 7,80, and the rest placed in hotels and public institutions in the 
city for the benefit of inmates, under the direction of a sub committee 
charged specially with that duty. . 

• ^fO^^TREAL. 
Presidejifs, Sir W, D.iioson, LL.D,, and the Bishop of Montreal, BranjchJM, 268. 

The past yeiur has been, iu the Auxiliary's work, oae of 
the average steady periods which present little of an 
unusual character to elate, and little to discourage. The 
depression in trade i^ in this, as in not a few other casea,^ 
deplored, and a succession of good harvests will be, 
necessary to restore commercial and economic strength. 
Sir W. Dawson presided, at the annual mi^eting, and 
the folio wiiig. extracts, from the report which was then 
read convey the more notable items of information* 
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COLPOKTAOB. 

Seveu colporteurs have been employed during the year: two 
English and five French ; three French during the summer. There are 
at present four colporteurs employed : two English, one speaking both 
languages, and one French. And, in addition, recently a Hebrew 
gentleman has been engaged to work among the Jews, English and 
French in the city for a probationary term. 

Issue op Sceiptures. ( 

. The total number of copies issued has been : — Bibles, 9,433 ; 
Testaments, 8,905 ; Portions, 4,376 ; total copies, 22,714. Of this 
large number there were in French, 1,538 Bibles, 2,843 Testaments 
and 2,528 Portions-7total, 6,909 copies ; in English, total coj^ies, 
15,357, and the remainder in Gaelic, Welsh, Iroquois, Latin, Gieek, 
Hebrew, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, 
Finnish, German, Chinese, Russian, Arabic, Armenian, Syriac, 
Japanese, and the Gospels in raised letters for the blind. 

Grants. 

The gratuitous distribution for the past year has been : Bibles, 
2,055 ; Testaments, 2,556, and Portions, 2,136 ; total copies, 6,747. 
Total value, $1,446.26. 

Tbbasubeb's Statement. 

Including the sum of $756.91, balance from previous year, $17,122.72, 
including the following items from auxiliary societies in aid of 
French colportage: Donation from Upper Canada Bible Society, 
$138.72 ; donation from Perth Auxiliary Bible Society, $50. 

The disbursements amount to the sum of $15,421.21, in which are 
included $5,331.29, paid for Scriptures; $1,446.26, value of free 
grants of Scriptures ; $487.78, a grant to Parent Society ; $2,128.94, 
paid for colportage ; $990.00, paid Bible women employed in the city 
of Montreal. 

Arrangements with the French Evangelization Societies, working 
under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church, Church of England, 
the Methodist Church, and the Grande Ligne Mission, have been made 
whereby these Societies, while receiving French Scriptures from our 
Dep6t for distribution in their several fields by the missionaries and 
others, shall make formal quarterly returns to this Society of the 
distribution of these grants. 

Lady Dawson, the president of the Ladies' Bible 
Association, thus reports on the work carried on under 
their auspices : — 



1892.] BKniSfl NORTH AMERICA. '313 

The Bible-women work in the city of Montreal goes on with its 
•customary success and energy, under the management of the * Ladies' 
Bible Association/ The number of Bible- women employed is six in 
all, including the Hospital Bible- woman and the French Bible-woman 
•employed under a grant froiA the Parent Society, and no change has 
■occurred in the personnel except that occasioned by the departure from 
the city of the French Bible-woman, who had been engaged in this 
work for some years with so much usefulness and suooess, and who 
lias been mentioned so favourably in previous reports. She has 
been succeeded by a member of the same excellent French family, 
and we trust that her success may prove equal to that of the other 
members of it who have been proved. It is believed by the ladies 
connected with this work that the Bible-woman effort has been and is 
a source of untold blessing and advantage, and has contributed greatly 
"to extend not only the circulation but the knowledge and love of 
-the Bible in the hearts of many in this city. 



QUEBEC. 
Frcsident, Peter Johnston ^ Esq. Branehen^ 1 6. 

This important Auxiliary holds that place of honour 
which is connected with special difficulty. The Protestant 
j)art of the population is less than 5 per cent, of the 
whole, and Bible circulation is accordingly much opposed. 
It is all the more pleasant to know that the col- 
porteurs are more enterprising than ever, and that others, 
stirred by the Auxiliary's example, are attempting evangel- 
istic work among the French. 

The Quebec District for Colportage includes nineteen counties in- 
cluding 27,002 Protestants, and 480,074 Roman Catholics. From this it 
will be seen that the District assigned us is a large and difficult one to 
work, as the Protestant element in the community is less than 5 per 
cent, of the whole ; and when these figures are studied, it must seem 
marvellous that we can do the work we are doing at present. 

Still, though the work be difficult and the prbgress slow, we are 
not without encouragements to labour on. During the past year of 
i^he Society's operations, there has been much to cheer and strengthen 
the faith of your Committee. The number of stales made by the Col- 
porteurs, their acceptable visits in the homes of the people, their 
frequent opportunities for reading and explaining the Bible, and the 
liberalising of the French Canadian mind, all prove that the door 
of hope is open, and through that open door, we get a glimpse of Quebec's 
future. 

With an open Bible, and trust in God we can never despair, for 
''the wounded man is to see of the travail of his soul and be satiated.' 

It must be gratifying to know that there is a growing interest in 
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our ivforkyiAiid that owr exam|)le et$ a Sociefty is le vdiog otlier oi;ganiza- 
tioDa.to engage hi, the work of Frenoh Bvaagelization. 

The Parent Sioiety qontinues to render us liberal aid> aod so also 
does the Upper Canada Bible Society^ and ita Btaouchea ; the exact 
amounts will be found dttlj eyedited in the Treasurer*^) r^paet. It 
shortildbe.elearly understood tha^ this Auxiliary oouM not do its present 
work withou.t the aid so generously rendered by theet Societiea. 

During the. yeax your Comuittee has employed five colporteufs 
and ai.Bible^woman, who have laboured most satiafaotdrily ; it has also 
had the aid of two volunteer labourers -K>ne along the line of the Lake 
St. Johh Hallway, the other on the Korth Hbu^e, 900 milea below 
Quebec ; Anticosti has also been visited, and these .volunteer workers 
hajve the; heartfelt gratitude of your Oommittee. 

The colporteurs have travelled over a larger dislriet, and made a 
more tho]:x>ugh canvass than in any previous year of the Society's 
operations. Kumber of families visited, 16,973; number of copies 
of the Scriptures sold, in English, 28 Bibles, and 63 New Testa- 
ments ; in French, 102 Bibles, 1,234 New Testaments, and 184 
Portions, $180.57. The French Scriptures are sold at half price. 
Loans, 12 Bibles, 87 New Testaments, and 75 Portions, $21.31. 

f 

\ 

NEW ^nUNSWICK: 
O&iUrc at St John, JPresiddtU, John E, Jrwind, Esg. BwuuAbs, <C«. 82. 

The Auxiliary at St. John by its lilyeral contributions 
to the. funds of the Parent Society, ranks very high 
among sin;iil'ar associations, and its latest report sustains 
its reputatioii for well organized work, . A heavy loss has 
been sustained by the death of the late president Mr. 
Daniel, but the cause, which was always so dear to him, is 
worthily sustained by his associates and younger friends.^ 

The Depoaitories, Messrs. J. & A. J^cMiUan, report having sold, 
during. 1891^ 1,140 Bibles, 772 Testaments; and delivered upon orders 
to Branches, hotels,. ^S^., 377 Bibles, and 513 Xestaxnents. 

Our Ag«at, Mr. Thomas M. Mackelviei baabe^n.vigoroui^lj parosecut- 
ing his work* He reports that the attendaoioeat meetixi^gs and the in- 
terest in the cause are gradually inoreaaingy although from aheer 
cKsarcity of £ux;ids in sopie places^ the returns from subacriptiana maj 
not greatly increase at present. 

Your. Oommittee have placed Bibles, as far as possihUi in, every 
room Mk thd hQtels and boarding; houses of the ci£y, haire xaoude grants 
to institutions wbei;e they would be of s^rvdc^,. i^ave given BiblM to 
the pcier, p>nd cppies. in English and other lang,uagea to sailors in the 
port. 

];aith& early. auiminer the Committee wfi|s favoured with a vjiait from 
the Eenv. X, Aefton^Binns, 1«he ^oneraIy Home Seeretar j: and speyoial 



repeseatative o£ the Paren^fc Sooietyi A.re^eptioB,.aUffid»ci.fey/WU^»y 
mi^i^t^ and m&mh^s^.oi ttU^ dp^^^ttoe, was ti^Qre4ihim.,£lti.tbe! 

Aiidrew'$|Churqh. A member oi^ the Committiee Q8Cf)rte4' Mr. J^toa- 
Binns to Fredericton, where a meeting was held. 

\ » *• ^ 

President, G. E. Fenety, Esq, . Ladies* Branch. 

Here, as in so many other places, the ladies, are 
evidently rendering' indispensable, services; and their 
work fully tnerits the 'ackndwledjgment it receives/ xhe 
Hon. Home Seeretary^ in the. course of his tour paifl a 
pleasant vfeit to Fredericton. 

; • • ' i • . •   I • I * . ' I 

• 1 • • • 

We woKild not forget; our rasponaibte misfiidiij wthieh is to assist: <^e^ 
British and; Foreign B^tipie .^ciestly. jn it& grea^t design, of di^tribu^iiftg tfee? 
Word of God, without aote .or jQOxixment,. among the nations of ,th<> 
earth. This we have been enabled to do,. though in a limited degree^ 
through all these years by the untiring exertions of the'Ladies* Branch. 

Regular meetings of the Committee were held during the year, but 
the^busijaess transacted was chiefly of a routine character. - Qf late 
years th^ only plan we have adopted for circulating the Scripture^ i& 
through the Depository, and a large supply of bogkswap. received fr-om 
the Parent Society in Deipember ,l^t« 

The usual supply of Repi^rts' of . the B. and F. Bible Society iwas^ 
kindly sent to this Auxiliary, tpgpther with intereeitiDg pejriodicals bearr. 
ing upon the worjk of the Society. 

We are pleased to acknowledge the indefatigable labours of the. 
members of the Ladies' JBra^cb. Year after year thpy <?haerfulLy 
undertake the difficult, task of colieeti»g' f uuds for the Society, and 
the. xecRilts of their work always form an ii^teresting feature, in our 
published report. The only reservation they mbake is a claim to fox- 
ward a coatribution.. each year to the ILtondon Bible and Doin^tAC. 
Female Mission, an organization that is doing a wonderful work . in 
London. 

MIRAMICHI LADIES* A UXIL I A R Y. 
PresiderUi Miss Chalmers, 

The yearly contribution from the Society's lady 
friends in Miramichi is always specially welcome. In 
making her remitte^ce;^ Mrs, ^itkeia ^y s :^t- 



I , 
I f 



•Our last Tij!eeting was well attended* and" very interesting," and 
though* bur expectations, f rbni a financial point of view, have not teeen 
quitw i ulfiiied,. this/ ddes' not atto from any wa»t of eniei^y on the part 
of the Society, or of liberality on the part of the people/^-fior^keB^lrfft 
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Society holds its own high place in their regards, — ^but many of our 
families, and especially of our young people, are removing to more 
prosperous districts. However, we have no reason to be discouraged : 
we have had a fair measure of success and we hope well for the 
future.* 



NOVA SCOTIA. 
Centre at Halifax. President, — Branches^ 82. 

The Society's Hon. Home Secretary when in the States 
had the pleasure of paying a short visit to Halifax, shorter 
than Mr. Aston-Binns had planned or desired, but long 
enough to give him personal assurance of the goodwill of 
many friends. The Kev. D. Hague was Mr. Aston- 
Binns' host : two services were conducted on Sunday the 
9th of June and a meeting held on the following day. 
A few sentences from the Auxiliary's report will give the 
main points of information. 

Few things new or deeply interesting have occurred as far as the 
iocal affairs of the Auxiliary are concerned. Death, as usual, has 
been in our midst. We would gratefully remember Dr. Atkins, late 
Vice-President, James S. Hutton, Esq., and the Hon. Samuel Greelman. 
Mr. Greelman has been connected with the Auxiliary since 1854, and 
a.n enthusiastic supporter of the cause, ever anxiously looking for 
the Parent Society's Reports, and showing an intelligent acquaintance 
with their contents. The President, the Hon. S. L. Shannon, has 
also, through ill health, been compelled to resign. 

The Agent, Mr. Thomas McKelvie, still retains the cordial approba- 
tion of the Committee, and that of the Sister Society at New Bruns- 
wick, and all the Branches. The collection in the several Branches 
and the Ladies' Associations throughout the Province deserve all praise. 
Mr. McKelvie's report speaks of the cordial kindness he has ex- 
perienced, but deplores that the work of the Society is still too little 
known and too slightly supported by those who have means. 



NJSfV GLASGOW, 
President, J. IV. Carmichaelf Esq. Branches, 11. 

The Secretary of the Auxiliary, when remitting the 
contribution acknowledged elsewhere, writes that, * There is 
no special feature of the work to report. A variety of 
oircumBtances have been unfavourable, but we hope better 
things for next year.' 
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PICTOU, 
President^ Bev. A, FcUooner, Branches, 5. 

The sixty-sixth report of the Auxiliary at Pictou is, like 
many other similarly unpretentious records, one of continued 
progress. It is evident from the lists of collectors how 
much is owing to the young people, who are evidently 
trying to do their best, and who have not worked in vain. 

Another year's report of Bible work has been laid before us by 
the venerable Society from which our Auxiliary has sprung, and we 
venture to say that of the thousands of volumes which have issued 
from the press, during the paet year, no book apart from the Word 
of God itself contains more information of interest and importance to 
o the Christian than this : ' As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good 
news from a far country.* 

Coming nearer home however, the question of greatest practical 
importance to us is, what part is our Auxiliary taking in this grand 
work of giving the Word of God, in their own tongue, to the nations 
of the world t . It is gratifying to be able to state in reply to this^ 
that so far as the returns already received show, our 'contributions 
this year are larger than last. 

The saddest part of our report, as in past years, is the record of 
the g^ps made in the ranks of our Society's contributors. This year 
another name has to be struck off the list of our Vice-Presidents, that 
of our lamented friend, the late John Ferguson, Esq , whose sudden 
death occurred in November, 1891. 

This loss, however, should only stimulate us to greater diligence 
and Belf'demal in this great work, l^nd sbrfe as calls to otkers to 
come forward and take the place s^f those who are passing away. 

PRINCE EDIVARD ISLAND. , ^ s 

President, Hon, Judge Heiislcjf. 

The Avxiliary m this pieaaant island was established in 
1838, and the report. read at its amiiial meeting, held in 
Mar^h lasl^, was therefore tJa.e fifty-f third. ! It is a brief 
story of the year, an account of qniet work, and written 
in a spirit like the subject of which it treats. Judge 
Young was. in the chair, and opened the meeting with the 
expI»8sio^ of the hope that it would be the best in the 
long series.^ 

The Secretary, Rev. D. McNeill, read the report for tte year, of 
which the following is a brief summary : — 

• The latest chapter in the history of the Bible Society is one of 
much interest. The work is extending, and is year by year exerting 

* Intelligence has since been received, with much regi'et, of Judge Young^'s deatbr 
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a deeper and happier influence. The same agents have still been 
employed. Mr. Secord, in the w&B^m seotion, fotind eleven families 
who neglected public worship^ and tfeo .^ho did not f:Q8sess a Bible. 
Mr. Walker, in the eastern, fdund' much encouragement in the readi- 
otHB with which the people pui'chased Biifoles aiid Testaments from 
kim; BCe found only three Frotk)irtint< families without a (Bible. 
Duripg the year. Mr. Seoord sold joHy-fivie Bibles and 212 Testir 
ments, an(d gave away three Bible^ and sevei^ I^astaments. Mr. 
Walker sold 57 Bibles and 212 Testaments; Depository, 354 
Bibles and 238 Testaments ; Depository .to Sabbath Sohools» 199 
Bibles and twenty-four Testaments ; totiU, 1,296 «0|ne6* 



NEWFOtrKDLAf^D. 

. Genfyie a^ St^.Johiit*, JPre^identity ki$ EaxAUen^y the Oemfnar 4BAd Ht* BM^of 

Newfoundland, Branched, 2. 

A Mrelcome remitta-nce has/bQen received from St 
Jplm's, but tbejeport of. the Auxiliary, hte not, imliappily, 
come to band, and the details of woi^k, alwAys so interesting. 
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&i 4ft^7. OBITUARY ANB HONORARY APPWNT- 
• . • '-• ■•• • -MENTS. • .'" :•'■■•• 

« 

The Obituary of the year has been unwontedly heavy. 
Among the distingni&hed men whose interest in the 
Society liad enrolled them em:<mg -itB Vice-^Ptefiidentd *were 
the late Dufce of Derv«onts^hiitei and ' his ion fjord Edward 
CJavendish. The Duke's' name had been on the. list' fin* 
fifty^&Fe yeard, and • stood at ite* head. Simply to itteHtlOT 
thb others will be. enough to recall honoured' and beloved 
fdllaw-workera who brought to tJie' Bible Sdbiety a8 iSbkir 
common* <2eiitre the gifts and graces which bad madd ibsfm 
pre-eminent in their respective Churches. They" ^trtft 
Bishop Perry,. Bishop Harold . Bi^ownei, BisUop; Mesac 

> ■/,..' 

^ As these pages are jMjssing throngh the ^rese, accounts have h^efk xec^iTed of 
\lhe dfd&sti-oas Aiid at '8t. Johtr'i. The^ 'Gomfniteee cannot sufficiently exprass their 
iqrmiiathy -wifeh their fri^ds thens, arid tffaeir borrow at so grave attd pftiitfhl A 
calamity. They have despatched a grytnt of 500 Bibl^a to meet the wanlia qf Bosdav 
»cho«l«. 



Th©tna6i,tthe'iRevf;«'Ci Uj Smtg&m,^ tbe R4t:\^/'<l)^m' 
Thomasi,'tke'Kevv Dr. ll&oiiald Rraser, 'the TMv) Dl?. 1411130, 
Sir Robert Fowler, Bart., and F. J. W6©d, Esq., LKD., 
second to nonet in w'arm-hearted derotion ^ the Society's 
abjecrtj.^ ' . '. ' ' ;; 

In theix room ttie following take office 'as Vice-^Presi-' 
dents j-iiLopd Midletori ; the Rrg-ht Revs, the Bfeheps o^ 
Peterb^ongb, Lichfield, Sodor aiiad Man, isind Montreal'; 
the Most Rev. the' Bifehop of ^dn^j'Tp^siAent «^f the 
New Sduth Wales Auxiliary; the Hev/l)r. Mackfenna],; 
the Rev. Principal Edwards, O.D* ;' J. H. Ahgas, Esq., 
Presidetit' o(f thei South Austiralian Auxiliary; Alderman' 
Sir Joseph Savoryj B&rt;.; Alexander MciAriaitti?, Esq., M.P. ; 
W. Blomfifeld, Esq. ; HI M. Mathesoiij'Esq. ; and Qfeoige 
Williams, Esq. .. < 

Among the Honorary Governors for Life who have 
gone, affectionate regard enshrines the names of Bishop 
Pjetursson^ of Iceland, Prebendary Blenkin, of Boston, 
Dr. CoUingwood Bruce, of Newcastle, and the Rev. James 
Calvert, who loved this Society, and through it gave the 
people of Fiji and othersr tehdiarii^ i^f the Bible perfected 
to the utmost of his power. 

To >fill :th6 Vacaircies in the iist"' of iHiDiLoardry Gdveninors 
for Life -the fbdlowing . have -teeitt appiotntied :-J— ►Tlbei Rev. « 
Prebendaries Stephenson, of Lympshamj Tajtie, of Kip-^ 
pington, and Wightman, of Shrewsbury ; the Rev. W. S. 
Swanson, late of Amoy ; ,G, JF, JFo^^^er, .^sq., of Cambridge ; 
C. J. Plumptre, Esqi; %^ FMvilfer^ 'hear Dover; H. J. 
Tomlinson, Esq., of Bartq^-onnHuioJbQr.; ,apd:E. C]^ajn^^ 
Esq., of Chelsea. 

To these >must be added, in. a Q^mvaX li^t, a.Uttle bwd^ to 
represent a large company of pecsons to whom this Soci'^ty 
owes more than any honorary distinction can express: ;Its 
lady, friends have been its sheet-anchor througliput^ . So 
early as 18 ll, the name of one a{)pear€a £unoog its 
Honorary OoT^ernors-for Lif^ js haviDg rend^iped it v€*ry 
essential services. For forty-aeyen years that lady's name 
held its place, inviting, but not securing, additions of a 
similar kind. The omission is at lenffth. to. be corrected. 

^ Notices of Bishop Perry, Bishop H. Browne, Mr. Spurgq^B/Id^ Tbo^oB^alid 
Dr. Wood will be found in the Society's Reporter (1891—92). 
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Following that early precedeaat, th$ Committee have this 
year named the following ladiea Honorary Governors of 
the Society for Life : — 

The Countess of Harrowby ; Miss AUcard, Maida Hill ; 
Mrs. J. Gurney Barclay, Ley ton ; Miss Barker, Southport ; 
Mrs. Burdon, Hongkong ; Miss CahiU, Richmond ; Miss 
Clifton, Bnnbury, West Australia ; Mrs. Donaldson-Hudson, 
Cheswardine ; Mrs. Fordham, Kensington ; Miss Johnstone, 
Sandbach ; Mrs. Martindale, Brighton ; Miss Jane Peck- 
over, Wisbech ; Mrs. Priestman, Sutton, Hull ; Mrs. C. E. B. 
Reed, Upper Hollo way ; Mrs.Schulhof, Kensington ; Mrs. 
Snell, Bournemouth ; Mrs. Steel, Cambridge ; Mrs. Taylor, 
Thornbury ; Mrs. Taylor, Tunbridge Wells ; Mrs. Joseph 
Tritton, Upper Norwood ; Miss Walker, Chester ; Mrs. 
Whittard^ Streatham Hill. 



T • 



« 48. FUNDS. 

The Receipts of the Society are divided as in former 
years, under the headings of ^ New Income and Proceeds of 

Sales of Scriptures. ; ' — . 

f 

NEW INCOME. 

This is made up of the following items : — 



£ 8, d. 

Annual subscriptions (paid ui London)' . . 3,188 18 6 

1^ Donations ditto 

Legacies; ..  ditto . , 

Collections ditto » 

Dividends on stock .... 
Tntek*ei^t and exchsltige . . 
iFree. Cobtiibutions from AuxJiary Societies 



17,646 19 1 

23,833 4 9 

672 6 4 

6,005 14 7 

2,461 2 7 

60,476 8 3 



I I > I 



total. , . £114,284 14 1 



Tliis sum" is less tian the Income of last year by 
£1,560 14s. 3d j 
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PROCEEDS OF SALES OF SCRIPTURES. 



£> s. d. 

29,297 11 8 

6,284 7 7 

9,438 15 2 

51,851 1 3 

^96,871 15 8 



Erom Auxiliary Societies 

From the Society's Depot 

From Religious Societies . 

From the Society's Foreign Agencies 

Total . ______ 

being <£4,305 135. Id. less than last year. 

Adding these figures together and including £1112 
on account of the Roxburgh Fund, and £116 185. Sd. for 
the Special Fund for preparing Scriptures, the total Net 
Eeceipts amount to £211,384 105. Od. 

On the other hand, the expenditijre of the Society 
during the year ending March 31st, .1892, has been 
£234,782 45. 2d., or £3,198 75. 5d. more than in the 
year ending March, 1891 ; and is £23,397 145. 2d. more 
than the Receipts. 

The following lists give the sums received as Donations 
of £50 and upwards, and as Legacies of £100 and upwards : 



DONATIONS. 



<£ s, d. 



Sturge, George, Esq. 
— From the Trus- 
tees of the late . 

!d. F. S. S. • . 

C. F. ... 

Friend, a, Thirsk . 

Rogers, Mrs. . 

Coghill, Harry, Esq. 
(annual) 

Hibernian Bible 
Society 

Prideaux, Charles, 
Esq., *In memory 
of my father, Wal- 
ter Prideaux, who 
died in Plymouth, 
1832' . 

Thank-offering, a, for 
continued mercies, 
from C; H. . 

In Memoriam . 

Turner, Alfred, Esq. 



2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 



















500 



500 



500 



500 
400 
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Barclay, J. G., Esq. 300 
Mills, J. Trueman, 

Esq. ... 300 
Broadmead, James,Esq. 250 
Peckover, Miss Jane 250 
Spurrell, Rev. James 250 
Anonymous . . 200 
Buxton, T. Fowell, 

Esq. ... 200 
Census Thank-offering 200 
Faulconer, Mrs. . 200 
Foster, Chas. F., Esq. 200 
From Friends of the 
Cause in Western 
Ontario . . 200 
Williams, George,Esq. 200 
Anonymous . . 100 
Atkinson, John, Esq. 100 
Backhouse, Mrs. 

Alfred . 
Belfast and its Asso- 
ciations 



8. d. 

































100 



100 
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Buxton, Sir T.Fowell, 
Bart. 

Cole, Miss J. E., in 
memory of the late 
J. H. Cole, Esq. . 

Dal ton, Mrs. . 

Dorcas 

Friend, a . 

Friend, a, per Rev. 
W. T. Storrs 

Garfit, T. Cheney, 
Esq. 

Gibbins, Miss Mar- 
garet . 

Hardie, Mrs. Thos. K. 

K., E. G. . . 

Laurence, Sydney, 
Esq. (annual) 

Lucking, J. H., Esq. 

M. W. . 

Noncon. . 

Ren ton, John T., Esq. 

S. A.. S. . • • 

Steele, Miss 

T. H. 

W. A. E. . . 

W. and E. S., Thank- 
offering for re- 
covery from a long 
and severe illness 

Young, Arthur W., 
Esq. 

Y. Y. 

From the Trustees of 
Union Chapel, 
Rockwell Green . 

Browne, G. Buckston, 
Esq. 

Bruce, the Right 
Hon. Lord Charles 
W. Brudenell 

Budgett,Mr.and Mrs. 
J. S. (annual) 

Hingston, C. A., Esq., 
M.D. . 

Lloyd, W. H., Esq. 

Barclay, Miss . 

Beta . . • 



£f s, d, 
100 



100 
100 
100 
100 



100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 













100 

100 

100 

100 

100 



























100 



100 
100 










70 








52 


10 






52 10 



52 10 



52 


10 





52 


10 





50 








50 









Butterfield, N. A., Esq. 

Calder, Mrs. . 

Cooke, William, Esq. 

Dalton, Miss . 

De Selincourt, C, 
Esq. 

Edgar, Miss 

Edgar, Miss R. 

Edwards, William, 
Esq. 

Fry, Rev. W. (annual) 

Heywood, Arthur H., 
Esq. 

Hughes, Thomas, Esq. 

L. N. W. . 

LycettjLady (annual) 

Mounsey, Miss L. E. 

Mounsey, Miss M. E. 

Rawlings, E., Esq. . 

Rowlands, Mrs., for 
the extension of 
the circulation of 
the Holy Scrip- 
tures abroad 
(annual) 

S. . . . 



Saunders, Mrs. 

Sellwood Trustees 

Smith, Messrs. G. 
and Sons 

Smith, Messrs. G., 
and Sons (annual) 

The Residuary Lega- 
tees of the late 
Miss Sarah Jane 
Lewis of Streat- 
ham, per Thomas 
E. Minshall, Esq. 

Tunstill, William, 
Esq. 

Wentworth, Miss 
Yernon 

White, G. F., Esq. 
(annual) 

Wood, F. J., Esq., 
LL.D. , the late . 

Young, Henry, Esq. 

Young, Mrs. Baring 
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LEGACIES. 

Cooper, William, Esq., late of Sydenham 

Mellor, Miss Harriet^ late of Leamington 

Houghton, Miss Esther Barnes, late of New Brighton 

Kersley, Francis, Esq., late of Burgess Hill . 

Eastwick, Miss Mary Ann, late of Keynsham 

Crabtree, Miss Fanny, late of Hales worth . 

Fiitvoye, Edward, Esq., late of Bournemouth 

Hay, Bight Hon. and Bev. Lord Thomas, late of Nice 

Molyneux-Williams, Mra Eliza, late of Tunbrldge Wells 

Fickard, Miss Hannah, late of Ossett 

Smith, Theodore, Esq., late of Malta 

Stroud, Bev. Bichard A. H., late of Bedland, Bristol 

Taylor, Miss Charlotte, late of Dilham, Norfolk . 

Walker, Thomas, Esq., late of Doncaster 

Carter, Mrs. Eliza H., late of Wool, Wareham . 

Feck, Miss Elizabeth, late of Tickhill, Yorks 

Dekker, Bev. J., late of Apeldoorn . . . 

Smith, Bev. Henry W., late of Maida Vale , 

Currer, Bobert, Esq., late of Falkirk 

McCurdy, James, Esq., late of Coleraine 

Ha worth. Miss Mary D,, late of Onslow Square . 

Dean, William, Esq., late of Ufton, Warwick 

Hibbert, Mrs. Jane A., late of St. James's Flace . 

Jennings, Beginald, Esq., late of Bingwood . 

Harris, Miss Mary, late of Barnstaple , 

Napier, John, Esq., late of Manchester . 

Newton, Miss Alice Margaret, late of Beddish, Lanes 

Spurrell, Mrs. Helen, late of Hove, Brighton 

Wright, Mrs. Catherine M., late of Onslow Square 

Bolton, Mrs. Sarah, late of Newton Abbot 

Dobinson, Mrs. Jane E., late of Netting Hill 

Oibbs, Miss Mary, late of Stamford Hill 

Hicks, Mrs. Elizabeth, late of Bodmin . 

James, Mrs. Priscilla, late of St. Mawes 

Knowles, Mrs. Margaret, late of Scarborough 

Macdonald, Mrs. Charlotte, late of Dulwich (in memory 

of the late Col. J. H. Macdonald) 
Mann, Mrs. Mary, late of Hornsey Bise 
Plump tre, Miss Octavia A., late of Tunbridge Wells 
Semple, Alexander, Esq., late of Maida Vale 
Watson, Charles, Esq., late of Halifax . 
Westrope, Mrs. Mary H., late of Ashwell, Herts 
Oorham, Mr. J., late of Liverpool, Nova Scotia . 
Thexton, Bobert, Esq., late of Kensington . 
Allen, Hans W., Esq., late of Leicester Square 
Bawtree, Miss Theodora M., late of South wold 
Brownjohn, Miss Emma, late of Shirley, Hants . 
Catchpool, Bichard D., Esq., late of Beading 
Chapman, John, Esq., late of Harrow . • « 
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Freeman, Miss Martha, late of Islington 
Gill, Thomas, Esq., late of Bath .... 
Greaves, Edward, Esq., late of Sheffield 
Grimshaw, Mrs. Harriot, late of Cheltenham 
Huish, Mrs. Jane E., late of Ford, near Alfreton 
Machen, Colonel John, late of Glasgow . 
Malin, Arthur, Esq., late of Leicester . 
Merry, William, Esq., late of Reading . 
Moore, Mrs. Charlotte, late of Torquay . 
Perry, Right Rev. Bishop, late of St. John's Wood 
Plumptre, Miss Prancess, late of Southborough . 
Pyne, Miss Ann, late of Exeter .... 
Ranyard, Miss Elizabeth, late of Kingston . 
Rawes, Mrs. Mary, late of Sherborne ' . 
Robinson, Mrs. Mary, late of Cockermouth . 
Simcoe, John Kennaway, Esq., late of Honiton . 
Yincent, Jacob, Esq., late of Highbury Place, N . 
Witherington, Mrs. Sarah, late of Sandown . 
Wyatt, John D., Esq., late of Liverpool Road 
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§ 49. ISSUES. 

The details of the Society's issues for the year ending 
March 31, 1892, are given below. 

From the Bible House, London — 

Bibles. 648,074 

New Testaments 669,686 

Portions 472,133 

1,789,898 

From Dep6ts abroad— 

Bibles 175,239 

New Testaments 624,526 

Portions 1,399,557 

2,199,322 

Total 3,989,216 

The circulation in 1890-91 was 3,926,535 

Increase in 1891-92 62,680 



The total number of copies issued by the Society since 1804 is 
131,844,796. 

Of the ' Penny ' Testament -since its appearance in July 1884, 
up to March 31, 1892, 6,000,668 copies have been circulated. 
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§ 50. THE ENGLISH AND WELSH AUXILIARIES. 

No better introduction can be given to this section 
iilian the following paragraphs — which also summarise the 
•events of the year — from the statement presented to the 
Committee in January last by the Society's Hon. Home 
Secretary, the Rev. T. Aston-Binns. 

* The year has been marked by changes upon the staff 
of the District Secretaries. The Cambridge district became 
vacant through the acceptance of a living by the Rev. 
JRobert Black, and the North-Eastern district by the retire- 
ment of the Rev. Isaac Raine ; the first vacancy has been 
filled up by the appointment of the Rev. W. H. Norman, 
M.A., late Senior Curate of Huddersfield, who, during his 
student days at Cambridge, manifested practical interest 
in the Society's work in the University. Mr. Norman has 
entered upon his new duties with much energy and hope- 
fulness. 

* The County of Lincoln has been detached from the 
North-Eastern District and added to the East and West 
E^idings of Yorkshire, and the Rev. W. Lee, of Grantham, 
has been transferred with it, as assistant to Rev. F. D. 
Thompson, in the enlarged district 

' The North-Eastern District thus reduced in area (and 
now proposed to be called the North Midland) has been 
assigned to the Rev. E. George, who having fulfilled his 
duties as Assistant District Secretary in the North Metro- 
politan District in a very satisfactory maimer, has been 
appointed a full District Secretary. 

' The vacancy caused by the promotion of Mr. George 
has been filled by the appointment of the Rev. Harry 
Bcott, for a short time Missionary in New Guinea. 

* The Rev. Alexander Dawson appointed only last 
summer as assistant to Rev. E. S. Front in the Northern 
District, has resigned, having accepted a living offered by 
the Bishop of Wakefield ; during .the short period of his 
•connexion with the Society, Mr. Dawson won the good 
opinion of all with whom he came into contact, and his 
resignation is much to be regretted. His post as Assistant 
at Newcastle is on the point of being filled by the 
appointment of the Rev. H. M. Cox, Senior Curate of 
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Newington, Hull, to whose character and qualificatioiis, 
high testimonials have been received. 

* The Free Contributions from the Home Auxiliary to 
December 31st, 1891, appeared very encouraging, showing 
an advance of £3,198 upon the previous twelve months 
ending with the same date of 1890; the close of the 
financial year on the 31st March last, however wears a 
much less satisfactory aspect, the Home Income from that 
source showing an increase of only £338, but it would not 
be fair to omit from consideration the increase in donations 
amounting to close upon £4,800, a considerable part of 
which may be set down to the efforts put forth to stimulate 
interest and liberality. Out of the twelve districts, eight 
exhibit some advance, and in most of the others the 
decrease is more apparent than real. 

* During 1891, nine conferences were held, a smaller 
number than in preceding years, and only two names 
have been added to the list of Honorary County Secretaries, 
making the total number twenty-seven ; if this may be 
taken as anihdex of the extent to which persons of position 
and influence in the country are ready actively to exert 
themselves on the Society's behalf, the fact is surely very 
significant. 

' Some additions have been made to the stock of Lantern 
Slides : for one new set of Japanese views the Society is 
indebted to the liberality of Charles Tyler, Esq., but only a 
small portion of the Lectures as desired by the District 
Secretaries and the Committee have as yet been prepared. 
There is a consensus of opinion that Lantern Lectures may 
be made to render valuable service in the Society's work ; 
it is therefore much to be wished that this branch of the 
Home Organisation may be fully and promptly developed. 

* The Helpers' Association, under the auspices of the 
Eev. David Brodie, has reached a point at which, in the 
opinion of its Committee and Members, it maj^ become 
more actively useful if facilities can be given for carrying 
on practical work at the House itself ; it would seem that 
there ought to be no insuperable difl&culty in providing these. 

* The correspondence of the Home Office Department 
continues to increase, nearly 1,900 letters were received 
during 1891, and between January 1st and April 17 th 
of 1892, the number was 1,041. 
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' The Honorary Home Secretary undertook seventy- 
eight Deputational engagements during the year, which 
with frequent attendance at the House, involved the 
travelling of about 10,250 miles.' 

The usual tabulated view of the Home Districts is 
placed here for reference and as an index to the detailed 
accounts which follow : — 



No. 1. 

Northern District. 

Rev. Edward S. Prout, M.A. 
Northumberland, Durham, 

Cumberland, Westmoreland, 
Yorkshire (North Riding), 
Isle of Man. 

The Bev. H. M. Cox, B,A., 
Assistant. 

No. 2. 

North-Western District. 

Rev. Jelinger £. Symons, 
F. R. Cr. S. 
Lancashire, Cheshire. 

The Bev. G. F. Moss, Southport, 
Assistant. 

No. 3. 

Yorkshire District. 

Rov. i!. D. Thompson. 
Yorkshire (East and West 
Riding) and Lincolnshire. 

The Mev. W. Lee, Qrantham, 
Assistant, 

No. 4. 

North-Midland District. 

Rev. E. George. 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Leicestershire, and Rutland- 
shire. 

No. 5. 

North Wales District. 

Rev. W. Dickens Lewis, M.A. 

andD.D. 
North Wales, Shropshire, Cam- 
brian Societies in England. 

No. 6. 

South Wales District. 

Rev. J. Cynddylan Jones, 
D.D. 
South Wales, Herefordshire, 
Monmouthshire. 



Entered 
Society's 
service. 

1885 



\ 



1880 



1876 



1891 



1869 



1887 



No. 7. 

Midland District. 

Rev. R. G. Hunt, M.A. 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire, Oxfordshire, 
Gloucestershire. 

No. 8. 

Cambridge District. 

Rev. W. H. Norman, M.A. 
Cambridgeshire, Hunting- 

donshire, Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire, Norfolk, and 
Suffolk. 

Bev, H. Starmer, Assistant. 

No. 9. 

South-Eastern District. 

Mr. George T. Edwards. 
Berkshire, Wiltshire, Hamp- 
shire, Sussex, Surrey (beyond 
twelve miles from the General 
Post Office), Channel Islands. 

No. 10. 

South- Western District. 

Rev. Richard Perkins. 
Somersetshire, Dorsetshire, 

Devonshire, Cornwall. 

No. 11. 
Metropolitan District. 

Rev. David Brodie. 

Middlesex (including London 
north of the Thames), Buck- 
inghamshire, Essex, and Hert- 
fordshire. 

The Bev. Harry Scott, 
Assistant District Secretary. 

Rev. James Thomas. 

Kent and Surrey (including 
London south of the Thames, 
and within twelve miles of 
the General Post Office). 



Entered 

Society's 

service. 

1881 



1891 



1850 



1873 



1882 



1878 
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The following statistics were presented at the annual 
conference of the District Secretaries : they show an in- 
crease under the four heads of Free Contributions, Societies, 
Meetings, and Sermons, as . well as in the amount of 
remittances on Purchase Account : — 

I. Local SooismBB. 
The number of Societies in England and Wales at the beginning 
of 1891 amounted to 5,438. 

Of these 47 are now reported as extinct. Against these losses we 
are enabled to record 201 as having been formed during the year. The 
total number is now 5,592, showing an increase of 154 Societies for the 
year. 

These Societies are classified thus : — 

Auxiliaries . . . . . . . 1,122 

Branches ..... . . 488 

Associations . . . . . . 3,982 



5,592 
II. Meetings. 
The Public Meetings held during the past year have nambered 
3,543, showing an increase of 58. They may be classified as follows : — 
Meetings attended by Officers of the Society . . 2,077 
Meetings attended by Deputed Visitors . , 1,210 

Meetings held without a Deputation . . 101 

To these are added the Returns of Local Agents 155 



3,543 

The number of sermons preached is 1,033, being 118 more than in 
1890. 

III. Receipts. 
The total receipts from local. Societies during 1891 were as follows: 
Free Contributions .... £54,382 4 10 
For Purchase of Scriptures . . 22,952 3 

The Free Contributions are above those of 1890 by £3,198 2«. U. 
The Purchase Account is more than for 1890 by £482 18a. 2d. 

IV. Issues. 
The issues from the London Dep6t to the various Societies in 
England and Wales have amounted during 1891 to 621,8^4. 

Bibles.' New Testaments and Tests, with Psa. PorUons. 

295,226 215,187 111,451 

making a total of 621,864, or 4,273 copies more than in 1890. 
issues under the four heads have been — 



The 



Year. 



Bibles. 



1890 1 294,160 

1891 ' 295,226 

Increase 1891 ' 1,086 

Decrease 1891 i 



Testaments and 
Tests, with Pss. 



251,420 
215,187 



Portions. 



Total. 



86,288 



80,667 
111,451 



30,894 



-7 



626,187 
621,864 



4,273 
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V. COLPORTAGB. 

The Home circulation for which salaries and expenses are paid in 
whole or in part by the Parent Society has been about 45,000 copies. 

In addition to this the Committee have given assistance to colportage 
on land, river, and sea, through many different channels. 

The reports of the District Secretaries follow in the 
usual order. 



/. NORTHERN T>ISTRWT. 

By the Rev. Edward S. Peox?t, M.A. 

The year 1891 has not been marked by any very special events, 
but has been a tim^ of steady work which seems to grow each year 
more absorbing. During the latter half of the year I have had the 
valuable help of the Rev. A. Dawson, B.A.^ as my assistant. Since 
July, Mr. Dawson has gained access to many pulpite of the Established 
Church, and has endeavoured to improve the organization of the 
Newcastle Auxiliary. His Christian spirit and his gifts gave 
promise of much useful service, and it was a great disappointment to 
learn that at the close of the year he had thought it right to accept 
the Vicarage of St. John's, Barnsley, offered, quite unsought, by the 
Bishop of Wakefield. The Newcastle Committee and the friends Mr. 
Dawson has already made in this district share, I am sure, in my 
regret at Ihs loss, and will follow him to his new sphere of labour with 
best wishes for a useful and happy ministry. 

The Free Contributions show a decrease, as was to be expected, 
•owing to the legacies and extra donationn received in 1890 by the 
Newcastle and Darlington Auxiliaries, which amounted to £825. 
Deducting the special amounts for both years there is an increase in 
the sum received from the two populous counties of Durham and 
Northumberland, which will, I know, prove larger at the end of the 
financial year. There is a slight decrease from Yorkshire, but an 
increase from Cumberland, Westmoreland, and the Isle of Man. The 
receipts are as follows : Cumberland, i£668 9«. 6c^. ; Durham, 
£878 6«. Ic2. ; Isle of Man, £239 18*. \d, ; Northumberland, 
£893 16«. 4(Z. ; Westmoreland, £285 9*. 3c2. ; and Yorkshire (part 
of the North Riding), £428 8«. 3rf. The total was £3,394 7«. 6d 
as compared with £3,739 15«. \\d, in 1890. But for the fact that 
two donations of £100 from friends at Boroughbridge and Darlington 
were sent direct to London instead of to the Auxiliaries, the contribu- 
tions from the District would more nearly have reached the large figures 
•of the previous year. And it is gratifying to notice that during the past 
three years the total free contributions exceed those of the preceding 
three years by £569 5*. lc£., an average of about £190 annually. 

The issues of Scriptures show a decrease in numbers butan increase 
in receipts. The books issued were 19,967 Bibles, 11,990 Testaments, 
And 2,245 Portions ; in all 34,202 against 37,957 in 1890. But the 
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receipts were £1,366 la. 9d. as cpmpared with £1,342 13a. 6d. The 
transfer of some of the Dep6ts and the clearing oft of some old pmr- 
chase accounts may explain both this .increase and decrease. 

Reports of colportage in the North-east ports show the following 
statistics of Scripture circulation. On the Tyne, 443 copies ; on the 
Wear, 355 ; on the Tees and at Hartlepool, 161. It is interesting to 
read the list of foreign languages enumerated : — ^French, Dutch, 
German, Danish, Swedish, Russian, Finnish, Lettish, Esthonian, and 
Portuguese. Mr. Gravert, who works on the Wear, specially mentions 
the readiness of Russian seamen to receive the Scriptures. 

Five new Associations have been formed, making a total of 384 
societies. This number would be greatly increased if I reckoned each 
school that aids us as a separate Association. But (excepting at 
Douglas) all the schools in a town are included in one Juvenile 
Association, and I am on the watch for opportunities of enlisting fresh 
young friends in our service. Mrs. Oleminson's school at Bishop 
Auckland continues one of our most steadfast supporters, and last 
year collected £11 4a. ^d. Miss Stanley's school at Durham sent us 
£22 6a. Od, as the result of a sale of work. Many other schools, 
such as Stockton High School, rendered valuable help. 

The meetings recorded amounted to 303, an increase of 32 on the 
previous year. Some of these were Sunday services in place of week- 
day meetings, but in addition 46 sermons were preached generally 
with collections. With the exception of a fortnight in Somerset in 
May, four days at Bradford in November, and one meeting in London, 
my work has been in my own district. The exigencies of space 
constrain me to refer only to my visit to the Isle of Man in Marcht 
when I was joined by the Rev. W. M. Shepherd of Carlisle. During 
the previous summer I had paid a special visit to the island to confer 
with the Committees under the presidency of the Bishop, with a view to 
better organization. I then secured as secretary of the Douglas Auxiliary 
Mr. L. L. Yulliamy, and I am thankful to say that as the result of more 
careful preparation the anniversary was the most successful I have 
known. Twenty-three meetings were attended and 8 sermons preached 
by the deputation during the ten days of their visit. The day we 
spent at Bishopscourt, though keen and sunless, will be a sunny spot 
in the memory. From all parts of the island the Nonconformist 
ministers gathered, together with the Archdeacon of Man and the 
vicars of the two adjoining parishes, to accept the hospitality of Bishop 
and Mrs. Bardsley, and to draw closer the bonds of Christian fellow- 
ship in the service of the Divine Lord, in whose presence earthly 
distinctions and ecclesiastical differences are ** ready to vanish away." 

From some of my colleagues I have again received valuable help. 
In June the Rev. R. Perkins . gave me two weeks for sermons and 
meetings in Westmoreland and Cumberland. He reports his visit as 
* very pleasant and on the whole satisfactory,' in spite of the presence 
of influenza and the absence of several earnest friends. He reports 
of Ambleside ' a really good and hearty meeting and a good collection ; ' 
of Kirkby Lonsdale, * very pleasant meeting and fair attendance for 
the summer time ; ' and of Appleby, * very good and well-attended 
meeting.' The Rev. F. D. Thompson reports from Husthwaite, near 
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Thirsk : 'Room full; a capital start. The people seem thoroughly 
to understand our work and objects.' In November the Rev. Dr. 
Lewis came to visit some of his Celtic compatriots, and to endeavour 
to arouse their less emotional Saxon neighbours at Middlesborough, 
Stockton, DarHngton, Spennymoor, and Gonsett. The best meeting 
was at Stockton, where he reports, ' Good platform (eleven ministers) 
enthusiastic meeting ; a great number of Welsh present. I gave them 
fifteen minutes in their native tongue.' A week of work in North- 
umberland, including a Sunday, was also given by my old friend and 
fellow student, tho Rev. 0. F. Moss, through the kindness of the Rev. 
J. B. Symons. 

What a debt we owe to the kind friends who help us as deputations I 
I am again reminded of this when, in summing up the meetings of the 
year, I find that thirty of these friends attended 117 times in all. 
This year the Rev. W. M» Shepherd is Jacile princepSy having taken 
twenty-two engagements ; and the following names, with the number 
of meetings added, record those who have been able to render help most 
frequently. The Rev. W. Dry burgh, B.D., of Swalwell, took eight 
meetings ; the Rev. A. C. Pittar, B. A., of Melmerby, seven ; the Revs. 
J. Baker, M.A., of Nether Wastdale, C. F. Moss, of Southport, and 
F. E. Sadgrove, of Winston, took six each. Next in order on the roll 
I find the following friends, who took five each : — Revs. J. H. 
Hancock, M.A., of Monkwearmouth ; E. R. Palmer, M.A. of North 
Shields ; J. S. Rae, of Edinburgh ; and C. P. Sherman, of St. John 
Lee. Four attendances are credited to the Revs. H. E. JFox, M.A., of 
Duiham ; W. H. Girling, of Lockwood ; Canon Scott Moncrieff, M. A., 
of Sunderland ; G. Sadler, of Ossett ; and G. Thompson, of Felling ; 
while other helpers equally willing were only able to take three or 
less, including such hearty friends as Captain Chapman, of Winder- 
mere; the Revs. H. Martin, M. A., of Stockton; J. Rhodes, of 
Faversham ; and W. Robinson, of Manchester. 

The only Conference of the year was at Kendal in February, when 
Joseph Bevan Braithwaite, Esq., V.P., the Hon. Home Secretary and 
myself were the deputation, and Captain Chapman was the chairipan. 
It was a practical and encouraging gathering, followed by a good 
evening meeting. One fruit of it was a donation of £100 sent direct 
to the Bible House. And when the ordinary annual meeting was held 
in November, the deputation, the Rev. J. H. Hancock, was cheered 
by the heartiness that was shown, though the attendance, even allow- 
ing for a cold night, left much to be desired. 

Several of our warmest friends have been removed by death, whose 
places it will be hard to fill. Mr. Thomas H. Hodgson, of Houghton 
House, the Treasurer of the Carlisle Auxiliary, was one of our Hon. 
Life Governors. I heartily concur in the estimate of his character ex- 
pressed by his old friend, Mr. G. T. Edwards, in a brief notice of 
Mr. Hodgson in the Monthly Reporter of November, 1891. At 
Durham, through the death of our treasurer, Mr. John Shields, J. P., 
we have lost another lover of all good men and of all good works for 
the Lord's sake. The venerable Rev. J. Hudson, vicar of Chillingham, 
passed away in his ninety-ninth year. Among the younger men who 
have been lost to us by death have been the Rev. R. Waters, vicar of 
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South Hetton, and Mr. W. H. Bennington, one of our Stockton 
secretaries. In some cases it has been gratifying to find that wheti 
liberal supporters have been taken from us they have left a sign of 
their interest in our Society by their bequests. Mr. John Groney one 
of the V.P.'s of our Penrith Auxiliary, who died at the age of eighty- 
four, has left us £500, and Miss Eobinson, of Hayton, Cumberland, 
has bequeathed ^150. 

The deaths of so many of our elder friends makes the question an 
urgent one, * Who can be found to fill these gaps among both our 
givers and our workers 1 ' Deeply impressed with the need of Divine 
help in this matter, I sent a letter last autumn to the officers of our 
Societies with various suggestions, and among them proposed a union 
for prayer. One of the objects specified for intercession was that in 
this district a larger number of willing workers and of liberal givers 
might be sent to us. To this letter I have had a considerable number 
of responses, and I am thankful to believe that already some answers 
to prayer have been given. And I desire to carry on the work of the 
year, and invite my fellow workers to do the same, in the spirit of 
cheerful acknowledgment of the supreme claims of Christ on onr 
unstinted service and of our entire dependence for success on the Spirit 
of God, whose we are and whom we serve. 



//. NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT 
By THE Rev. Jelingee E. Symoks, F.R.G.S. 

In the spring of the year .1 was absent from the district on a 
deputational tour abroad, during which God's protecting and sus- 
taining care blessed me in my work. While I was thus away, as 
also when in the autumn I was laid aside by illness for a further four 
weeks, considerable extra work devolved on my assistant, Rev. C. F. 
Moss, of Southport, which he cheerfully undertook and efiiciently 
performed. I rejoice to feel that the Society's position has been on the 
whole well maintained during a year in which the prevailing epidemic 
of influenza has not only marred the success of many meetings, but has 
carried o£E many friends. The strain has been at times great, but our 
God and Father has been and will be in this our work for Him our 
portion for ever, giving us the measure of strength and trust we daOy 
need in His service. 

The statistics for the year show that there are now 341 societies 
in Lancashire, and 122 in Cheshire, sixteen new ones having been 
added, while fifteen have become extinct ; and here I would beg our 
friends locally most earnestly to watch and win to fresh vigour such 
branches and associations of their various auxiliaries as show, as alas, 
too many do, signs of increasing weakness. Their help may save the 
extinction year by year of at least some of these, which their efforts 
may be so usefully directed to preserve alive and warm to newness of 
life, and I would emphasize this the more as it is impossible for the 
District Secretary and his Assistant, much as they wish it, with some 
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460 societies to look after, to give that close and unremitting local 
attention which can only be looked for from local committees and 
collectors, though at all times they will be most glad to the utmost of 
their power to help in such efforts as far as they possibly can. I am 
glad to be able to report that the free contributions have advanced 
from £5,618 Us, Sd. in 1890 to £5,761 16«. 9d. in 1891, but at the 
same time the urgent necessity of exerting every effort will be seen, 
when it is remembered that it is only by the help of a special 
donation of £210 that the Cheshire Free Contributions have risen to 
£1,798 I9s, 9d., while those of Jjancashire, I regret to say, have sunk 
from £4,084 17«. Id. in 1890 to £3,962 17«. Od. in 1891. Thus we 
must one and all, secretaries, deputations, committees, lady collectors, 
and others, earnestly pray that by renewed consecration of ourselves 
to this holy work, this great district may a year hence be able to 
testify its interest by a steadily advanced help to the Parent Society 
from all sides. 

The number of copies of the Scriptures sold has risen from 145,234 
in 1890 to 151,364 during 1891, of which, however, it must not be 
forgotten that a large number are sold by colportage beyond the actual 
limits of the district. 

There have been 221 meetings held, of which 87 were attended by 
officers of the Society, 93 by the Assistant, and 37 by friends specially 
deputed, while four were held without outside aid. Passing to sermons 
I am glad to be able to report the largest number yet recorded, viz. fifty- 
three in Lancashire, and twenty-nine in Cheshire, eighty-two in all ; a 
number which will I hope steadily increase as there are so many who 
can be reached only from the pulpit. Thus the total of meetings and 
sermons has been 303, an increase of 14 over 1890. 

Among the anniversaries, those of Chester, where Bishop Mitchinson 
preached and spoke ; with Rev. Sylvester Whitehead, of Southport, 
late of the Wesley an Mission in China, was a marked success, as was 
also that in Mcmchester where the Bishop of the Diocese gave a power- 
ful address on the Society's work, being supported by Rev. C. F. Moss, 
as deputation, and Mr. Clements, who spoke of his colportage work 
with the Bible van in Lancashire and Yorkshire. The attendance at 
the latter meeting was greatly in advance of that the year before, but 
the local committee and secretaries who take every pains to secure 
efficient speakers (and how much correspondence has to be undertaken 
to attain this, on the part of the Auxiliary secretaries is little known), 
will be greatly encouraged in their efforts if a more liberal response is 
given on the part of our Manchester friends in general to the invitation 
to attend the meeting. 

At La/nciister, the various proprietary schools lend their help to the 
local Auxiliary, which was visited this year by Rev. J. Thomas, one of 
the Metropolitan District Secretaries as the deputation, who addressed 
these as well as preaching for the Society, and speaking at the annual 
meeting. 

At Wavertree the local secretary, Mrs. Mills, deserves the thanks of 
the Committee for her efforts year by year to secure a successful Bible 
Society Sunday. 

The Liverpool meeting was well served by the advocacy of Rev. 
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Dr. Wright, the Society's Editorial Superintendent, and Rev. Nevison 
Loraine, for some time a Liverpool clergyman. 

At TtishinghcMn Bev. C. White has for years shown himself a j^arm 
friend, and it is with great regret that we hear of his retirement from 
his living, and heartily does the Oooimittee wish him the blessing of 
God in ^ the days that remain ' to him. 

At Heywood, I regret to have to report the retirement also, owing 
to advancing years, of Mr. Thomas Knight, from the local secretary- 
ship. He may well, however, claim this after over fifty-five years 
active participation in the Society's affairs, and gladly do we see his , 
name now added to the list of local Vice Presidents. 

At Kingsleyf Hev. A. P. Reynolds (lately appointed by the 
Parent Committee one of its Honorary County Secreta.ries for 
Cheshire), the Vicar of the parish, ever welcomes the Society's repre- 
sentative, throwing his pulpit open year by year for the advocacy of 
its claims. 

At Wigan the Auxiliary Treasurer, H. S. Woodcock, Esq., kindly 
gave the use of his drawing-room for a meeting where some thirty or 
more friends assembled at his invitation to hear an address on the 
Society's work, the Rev. R. Tebbs, Vicar of St. Thomas's Church, 
there, preaching sermons for the Society from his pulpit in the summer. 
I would here bespeak a welcome to the Nonconformist pulpits of 
Wigan, for my assistant, Rev. C. F. Moss, lat e of the London 
Missionary Society in Madagascar, who is most anxious to obtain this 
recognition of the help the Society so ungrudgingly gives to Non- 
conformist efforts in the mission field. 

Mr. Moss reports that he has addressed ninety-three meetings and 
preached twenty-seven sermons for the Society during the year, and 
specially notices Preston, LevensktUmey Mosaley^ Ulverstony Sudybridge, 
and NibthwaiteySit which latter place a warm friend put J&20into the plate 
at the close of the meeting (arrangements for which meeting were 
made by the Rev. A. A. Williams, Vicar of the parish, a warm friend 
of the Society) in addition to a donation of £100 he had the day before 
sent to the Parent Society. At all these places he was much en- 
couraged by the intelligent interest shown, and instances them out of 
a number of places he visited, at most of which he was able to report 
good things. 

In addition to work in my district mentioned above, Mr. Moss 
notes that he has attended two meetings in that of Rev. F. D. Thomp- 
son, six in that of Rev. E. S. Prout, and seven in that of Rev. R. Black 
(late Secretary for the Cambridge district), besides preaching once for 
Mr. Prout. 

I have here gratefully to acknowledge the help afforded me by the 
various Hon. County Secretaries. Rev. J. Grant Bird in the Manchester 
Division (in addition to his work of Honorary Secretary of the Staly- 
bridge Branch, which largely through his exertions has again had a 
most successful annivei'sary), Rev. W. Kewley in that of Furness, and 
Miss Johnstone in that of Crewe, while Mi\ Bushell and Mr. Monk 
have also furthered the Society's cause in their respective spheres, a 
l\elp Mr. Weston of the Northwich has been hindered from offering by, 
I regret to say, serious sickness in his family. 
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The colportage operations during the year have resulted in the sale 
of 41,693 copies of the Scriptures, realizing £884 5«. lOd.y of which 
32,174 copies were sold by Charles Clements, employed by the Man- 
chester Auxiliary. 

Lantern lectures have been given at Fairfieid and JDroylesden, at 
Runcorn, Oreive, OpenshaWy and Ormshirk, at which latter place over a 
thousand young people were gathered together (mainly, if not entirely 
through the exertions of Mr. Hutton, Local Treasurer) to hear an 
address illustrated by dissolving views on the Society's work in India. 

I much regret to have here to report the coming removal from 
Frodsham of Dr. Weaver and his family, all of whom have been for 
long warm supporters of the Society, and whose removal will be a 
loss to the local branch, and of which for years he has been the 
treasurer. 

The grateful thanks of the Committee are tendered to the following 
for their kind help during the year : — 

E,t. Rev. Bishop of Manchester, Rt. Rev. Bishop Mitchinson, Yen. 
Archdeacon Taylor, Canons Acheson and Burbidge, Revs. W. Kewley, 
J. Grant Bird, T. W. H. France Hayhurst, H. McNeill, Sylvester 
Whitehead, A. P. Reynolds, C. M. Brown, E. S. Burnett, L. Grarnett, 
F. A. Malleson, W. Postance, R. Tebbs, W. Standen, C. F- Woosnam, 
W. G. Rainsford, T. Gray, J. H. Fry, S. J. Jones, Dr. Bruce, W. L. 
Watkinson, Nevison Loraine, R. Mursell, Denton Thomson, Munro 
Gibson, J. W. PauU, H. W. Tindall, and J. R. Hall, Esq., while 
Mr. W. H. Cheetham's active help in perfecting and extending the 
organizaftion of some of the local branches of the Manchester Auxiliary 
has been of great service. 

The year, so marked by the ravages of influenza, has also claimed 
as its victims some of the Society's oldest and best friends in the 
district, amongst whom may be noted : The Duke of Devonshire, 
K.G., for fifty years one of the Society's Vice-Presidents, and Lord 
Edward Cavendish, President of the Cartmel Auxiliary, Mrs. 
Beardsley of Grange-over-Sands, Mrs. Fearnside of Morecambe, Mr. 
Sutcliffe of Bacup, Mr. Harlock of Nantwich, Mr. G. Dewhurst of 
Oughtington, Mr. Stringer (for forty years treasurer at Macclesfield), 
Mr. Clarke Aspinall, J.P. of Liverpool, who presided at the Bebington 
Meeting only a very short time before his death, and was ever a warm 
and true friend of the Society, and Mr. F. G. Symons, J.P. of Sale, are 
among those who have gone home to their rest. May not our prayer 
well be as year by year we note those who have passed into God's 
nearer presence, ** Teach us so to number our days that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom." 1 



///. YORKSHIRE DISTRICT. 
By the Rev. F. D. Thompson. 



The past year, like its immediate predecessors, has been one of 
anxiety. The record of work done cannot exceed previous years, as 
they were well occupied. 
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• In manj instances better attendances can be registered. The 
recent conferences have left behind them influences which continue to 
move individuals, who move Committees. The Committees in the 
country hold the key of the Bible Society. They have the power to 
open or to lock. The resistance of vis inertion to a determined and 
well-organized Committee is out of the question. And for the same 
reason District Secretaries are powerless apart from the action of 
Committees. 

This is a point to be kept steadily in view if our country friends 
intend their Societies to prosper. We must not forget that the 
Auxiliary Societies are the property of their respective supporters 
under the management of the Committees, and are not the Society. 

The success of the Auxiliaries is their own ; their failure is not the 
parent Society's. 

True, we feel their failures, and rejoice in their successes, but the 
Society in London cannot bear the blame of their losses. 

The district has suffered in common with others in years of strikes, 
and its prosperous years are distinguished by enormous building specu- 
lations. The increasing towns means largely that masses of men 
" crowd together in a struggle for existence, and therefore the greater 
the display of poverty and want. 

There are whole districts in growing towns of artizans where 
nothing is collected for any Society, and where nothing is expected. 
And it is such quarters whence appeals come for grants of Bibles, 
every want and sin pleaded for the attainment of the end, and here 
the Society comes in like a true angel hopin<^ for nothing again, except 
the moral care of the recipients. 

The reported returns for the year show an increase in the Free 
Contributions — about <£200 ; and this, with an increase of jS230 in the 
previous year, pulls up the district to over £4,000 again. 

This sum does not include any donations or legacies, and so only 
partially represents the amount presented from Yorkshire. Still, as 
the income from such sources is fitful, the safer guide to the attention 
bestowed on the Society is the steady flow from the ordinary Free 
Contributions. 

The sales of copies of Scriptures amount to over 60,000. While 
recognizing the existence of many agencies for the supply of God's 
Word, there is no doubt that many are still without copies, and par- 
ticularly readable copies, so that our supplies might be largely increased. 

This must be mentioned, as public attention to our home circulation 
has been marked at meetings, and the entire foreign dissemination 
urged as our present duty. 

Meetings. — The] annual meetings, like in former years, vary in 
interest according to place and circumstances. The crowning meeting 
of the year was decidedly that at Sheffield, 

Our good friend and Secretary, R. W. Skilbeck, left nothing un- 
done that could be done in the way of preparation. Sermons in a large 
number of pulpits on the Sunday previous. Mr. Skilbeck procured 
100 copies of the Report from -London, and carried them singly to 
Ministers asking for a seimon on the desired Sunday, and then leaviDg 
the Report. 
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The expenses attendant on the eictra arrangements were also 

entirely defrayed by a few friends who were unable to attend the 

evening meeting, and this consideration for the Society and for the 

colleotion was the forethought of the same painstaking friend. The 

new Archbishop of York, Dr. MJaelagan, made his first appearance in 

Sheffield on that occasion, and despite the downpour of rain the 

banqueting hall in the Cutlers' Hall was well filled. Tea at five o'clock 

was provided by Mr. Barber for the ladies and the clergy. A good 

collection was taken, and the most successful anniversary of the 

season was held. Dr. Wright from the Bible House joined with me 

as deputation. This lengthy detail is due to the Sheffield friends, and 

may help the Society in some* other quarters. My thoughts run to 

quite another comer of the land, to a pretty village between Xjeeds a^d 

Wetherby, where till the last few years nothing was done for the 

Society. However^ here again, as tiie result of the infiuenoe of a good 

lady,. Mrs. March, the Society 'is fully established. dub8Gnption3 are 

collected, and a room is fiUed for the meeting after a substantial t^,. 

provided by Mr. George March. The same thing was done' this year, 

1892, and a goodly sum remitted. Yet another pretty s^ene in; the 

Yorkshire hills at Bentham, on the way to Lancaster. Sermons'. pu 

Sunday ; United Sunday-school meeting and public jneeting on 

Monday ; all well attended, and the Yicar, Rev. J. Louis Holbeck, who 

has for years supported the Society, taking deeper interest still. Music 

well rendered is a prominent element at this meeting, anda praetis^ 

choir closed the anniversary, which was throughout a real joy and. 

pleasure, by singing with great feeling 

' * » 

* Grod be with you till we meet again. ^ 

There are scei^es in one's life of travel which rapid changes efface iron^ 
the memory, but this recollection will not easily be obliterated. 

Ripon meeting held November 3rd. Secretary writes : * We h«^d a 
splendid meeting, a capital company, tbe room^ being well fillj^d. We 
enjoyed Canon Tebbutt's speech very mucl^. It: Fas one of those in- 
teresting speeches you could have listened to for any length of time/ 
Collection advanced. The subject announced was * A Yoyage.Rouml 
the World.' 

Bradford has been stirring itself somewhat since the advent of the 
present enei^tic Secretaries. The * Suggestions for Organization ' 
have been fairly acted upon by the Committee, and as a result the 
anniversary includes a BihU Sunday, juvenile drawing-room meeting, 
special juvenile meeting, and the evening public meeting. The Rev. 
E. S. Prout, Northern District Secretary, and Rev. J. W. Faraday, late 
of KafEraria, afddressed the meeting. The. Secretary, Rev. Gilbett L. 
James;, wxote :. ' Yery glad the meetings went ofE so w»lL The best series 
yet. Hope theJ pecuniaiy results will prove good, dliring the coming 
year.' Special sermoins were preached in thirty-five places of worship. 
Tea and' conference were held: at the Town Hall untderthe pre« 
sidency of the Mayor. 

Ooole. — ^By the kindness of Mr. I^th; 1^600 almaimcks, were pre- 
sented to the soholairs in the Board SchoDls, representing as many 

Z 
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families. We hope this idea may be taken up elsewhere as a means of 
keeping the Society before the eye daily. 

Many of the Juvenile Societies have done well this year. Miss L. 
Shann, at York, presented her juvenile collectors with copies of the 
almanack at Christmas, and included some of o\u* leaflets same time. 

Scarborough, — A large gathering of young peof^e, numbering several 
hundreds, was presided over by the Yicar of S(»krborough, the Right 
Bev, the Bishop of HulL This was tha first meeting of its kind here, 
and was successful. The Bev. Chas. Fredk. Moss, of Southport, late of 
Madagascar, addressed the meeting. The annual public meeting was 
presided over by the Mayor of Scarborough. Mr. Moss reported * a 
Euost encouraging meeting ; I enjoyed it greatly, and think it will be 
helpful to us.' 

The year 1890 left me with 408 Societies in the Yorkshire district ; 
since then about ten new places are added, and as usual a few have 
become extinct, the balance will be observed. Among new Societies I 
am delighted to report a successful beginning at Wentbridge. Claude 
Leatham, Esq., nephew of our late Treasurer, Mr. Joseph Hoare, and 
son-in-law of the present Treasurer, Joseph Gumey Barclay, true to the 
tradition of his family, got up a good meeting in a small village, but it 
was well attended and the collection was handsome. 

It was significant that' the district had the presence of the Arch- 
bishop of York at Sheffield meeting, the Bishop of Wakefield at 
Wakefield meeting, the Bishop of Hull at Scarborough, and the Bishop 
of Beverley promised for Hornsea, but prevented through an unexpected 
<5all to York same day. It was no want of interest that prevented the 
Bishop of Bipon from presiding at some of the meetings in Bipon diocese. 
Here are ^yq of the episcopal bench supporting the Bible Society in 
this large district, and showing by theirexample, as the present Bishop 
of Durham did last year in his excellent speech, * what the Church of 
England owes ' and means to pay to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

Sheffield CirctUcur. — A circular was sent to Ministers in November, 
and the plan might with profit be adopted in some other large towns 
and sent out by Committees annually. For this reason it is desirable 
to reprint the circular here. 



' BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

• * « 

'SHEfF,IKLD AuXIIiIABY. 

* Dttar Sir, 

: * As the season is at hand when it is customary lev Okurohesto make 
their financial arrangements for the ensuit^ year,: kindly allow us in 
the name of the Committee of the above Auxiliary iio biing its claims 
before your notice. We do this in the hope that we msij receive your 
cooiperation by securing for it one or more oollectoFS to obtain annual 
subscriptions, or where this is already done, by also melking an aimoa) 
oolleetion at a time convenient -with your other arrangements. 

' The Committee venture to suggest this would be most effectually 



1892.] ENGLISH AND WELSH AUXILIARIES. 339 

made on one ef the two Sundays preceding the anniversary, which it is 
proposed to b^d (d.v.) in the first week of October next. W§ u^-ge 
the claims of the Society on the ground of its thoroughly unsectarian 
character, the indispensable aid which it renders to all Protestant mis- 
sionary institutions and associations at home and abroad, and because 
it is in the undesirable position of having a reduced income to meet 
•enlarged claims. A local reason may be found in the fact that the 
Sheffield free contributions are considerably less than they were ten 
years ago. 

' Urged by these and other considerations which might be named, 
we respectfully ask your practical help in one or both of the ways 
before indicated. 

* We are, 

Yours faithfully, 

S. CHORLTON, ) ^ « , 
R. W. SKILBECK, f ^^'^' ^^""^ 

Helpers at Meetings, — ^During the year I have to acknowledge 
the help I received in my district from my colleagues on the staff : — 
!Rev& R. G. Hunt, J. Raine, Dr. W. Dickens Lewis, E. S. Prout, C. F. 
Mossi W. Lee^ and the Hon. Home Secretary. In addition to these 
seven regulars, the following volunteers did good service : — Rev. Canon 
T. Burbidge, at Hull ; Canon Tebbutt, Vicar of Doncaster, at Ripon ; 
Rev. J. Carnegie Brown, Vicar of St. John's, Hull, at Pocklington and 
Hornsea^; Rev. "5V. H. Collins, York, at Barnsley ; Rev, George Sadler, 
of Ossett, at eight meetings ; Revs. J. W. Goodall, Dalton Vicarage, 
Rotherham; J. G. Pearson (late of Ceylon), J. Grant Bird, George 
Stringer Rowe, Governor, Headinglev College ; W. S. Swanson, of 
China, at Leeds ; J. Reid, E. Markby,' A. W. Cribb, Shipley ; H. G. 
Hoj[*ins,.york,;W. E. Taylor. . 

Twenty-three meetings of importance attended by fifteen specially 
deputed vqlunteers is to us a work deserving our sincere thanks. 

f'pirtyr^ve m^tings and sermons .taken by staff colleagues more than 
balances twenty-seven, meetings an4 four sermons preached by me in 
return in other districts. I ought .to add that many other valuable 
friends spoke at meetings, whose names were not officially printed as 
^ Deputation from the Parent Society,' and the omission of their names 
will not be interpreted as underv&iiung their services. 

Ohitua/ry ^•'r-MBJiy old friends have been taken from us this year. 
Mrs. Porter, of Goole, the Secretary of the Ladies' Society for many 
years, most devoted and painstaking, and whose house has always been 
the hpme of the District Secretary or his substitute — she has been 
called away to a better home, for which her life was a constant pre- 
paration. Major Porter will always have our warmest thanks for the 
-aid his family has given and continues to rend^ in the district. 

Ilichaa*d liinS) J.P., for many years Secretary, at Barnsley, and 
appointed Hon; Life Gov^nor in 18S4, died, in a good old ag^ 
December 22nd< - 

I beg to thank here all those kind friends who open their hosEnes to 
me andjhy fellow^helpero and render assistance, of every kind. It is 
<one of the pleasures of life to renew aequaintances ye^ by year, aad 

Z 2 
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to be cheered on the way while trarvelling^ from place to plaee. Besides 
there is the economical aspect of this hospitality to the Society. I can 
say that I have never to look for a home in a hotel or an inn, so that 
practically when away from home I am always * at home/ 



IV. NORTH-EASTERN DISTRICT. 

By the Eev. Isaac Raine. 

In many ways 1891 has been an eventful year, and certainly 
eventful to me in two important matters. 

1. The resignation of the office which I have been privileged to 
hold for such a long period of time, and, 

2. Notwithstanding the anxiety I have passed through, a good and 
wise Providence has enabled me to put on record the best year's w^ork, 
and the most successful, during the whole of my deputational 
career. 

In justi6cation of the assertion just made, the following statistics of 
the district are giv^n : — 

Meetings Sermons Total 

Rev. T. Raine (district secretary) 146 51 ' lOT 

Rev. W. Lee (assistant) 105 15 ' 12a 

By Colleagues, deputed visitors 

and not deputed in the district 117 84 '201 



51& 



This is a considerable increase upon any previous year. It is right 
to state that the above attendances by Rev. W. Xee 'atid myself in- 
clude a few engagements held in the districts of my colleagues. - 

In addition, when meetings could not be held, organising visits 
have been made both by myself and my good assifetati*, which would 
swell considerably the above personal . engagements ' if they -were 
included. ' ' 

EinancB, • 

1.890 . 1891 

Frqe Contributions ^3,089 15^. 8c?. £4,185. 9*. Sd. 

Increase, £1,09,5 14«. Qcf. 

Purchase Account .... . £1,408 9*. 8cf. £lfi^S IBs. Od\ 

Increase, £115 6«.'4c?. '. ',. .' 

  ' '  \  " ' 

It is due to Nottingham to state that £134 €^ee fM))itribiatM9i8.i>aid 

in January 1892 bel6nged to the.. previous year« which jirqul^. have 

augmented by that sum the total of Free Contributions txom. the 

district. ' * . j . ,- .... 

It is also gratifyiag to note that more money has bof^n f^pont oa 

ihe purchai^ of Scriptures, as shown by the figures given. 



1892.] ENGLISH AND WELSH AUXILIARIES. .341 



Conferences. 

Three conferences have been held in this district during the past 
year, viz., at Nottkigham, Buxton, and Ashbourne. 

The chair was taken at Nottingham by H. E. Thornton, Esq., J.P., 
and was well patronised by the clergy of the town. There was a fair 
attendance. In consequence of . a paper read by your District Secre- 
tary at a meeting of the Auxiliary Committee, fresh efforts have been 
made to advance the Society's interests with gratifying results. Six 
dep6ts have been opened, additional sermons preached, and in other 
ways organisation improved and extended, which, I am sanguine, will 
bear fruit in years to come. 

The chair at the Buxton and High Peak Conference was taken by 
our valued friend Canon Andrew, Yicar of Tides well and "Rural Bean. 
There was a small but zealous attendance. Two good county hon. 
secretaries have been appointed as the result of the conference, and 1 
augur extended results from their endeavours, as they are both heart 
And soul with the Society. 

The third conference was at Ashbourne, in a lovely and sparsely 
populated part of Derbyshire. The chair was taken by W. B. Badnall, 
Esq., J.P., who made a most eloquent and pointed speech. He was 
followed by the Hon. Home Secretary and your District Secretary, 
and a resolution was passed for the committee's acceptance of 
appointing two hon. county secretaries for the district. The evening 
meeting was, I am informed, a success. 

From this seed-sowing I quite anticipate much fruit in the future, 
AS it is only by organisation that the Society can hold its own in these 
days of competitive Societies. 

General Kemasks. 

As a rule distinctions of praise and dis{»uise are invidious^ where 
60 many are tryiikg to do their best according to their light and sur- 
rounding circumstances. The remittances to the Parent Society from 
Auxiliaries and Associations are sometimes comparatively small, and 
we are very apt to gauge the efforts made and interest taken by the 
Amounts they raise. Thia is not always a true test, as the su|^rt of 
a Society constituted like ours must necessarily have many anti- 
operative influences whidi are foreign to a Society founded upon a 
-denominational basis. However, this district can show m^ny sup- 
porters of influence and high position, who have soared beyond the 
level of sectajrianism into the higher altitude of united faith and prac- 
tice. 

It is gratifying to note that the flrst public appearance of the new 
Bishop of Peterborough, the Kight Bev. Dr. Creighton, was at the 
Bible meeting of the Leicester Auxiliary, where he made a telling and 
«&ctive speech. Much remains to be done in Leicester, and it is 
hoped that the Bishop's advocacy and influence will produce extended 
xesults. ' • 

I am tb^/i^kful to be able to state, that my own Diocesan, the 
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Lord Bishop of Southwell, took the chair at the Chesterfield meetingr 
where much success was achieved. 

Many other auxiliaries might be mentioned, but space forbids. 
Much self-denial and devotion are shown throughout the distarict, and 
often against influence which is powerful and killing ; but, still efforts 
are made, and Christians are pressed to combine in the support of a 
Society which has a single aim to the spread of God's own Word to 
the remotest ends of the earth, and in every family and section of 
man. 

Concluding Hehabks. 

I cannot conclude this, my last report, without thanking the 
numerous friends in this district for their uniform kindness under al) 
circumstances and in all places. It may be a bold thing to say, but 
it is said truthfully and conscientiously, that * there is hardly a place 
I have visited I would not like to go to again.' Never, as long as 
memory holds her seat, can I forget the cordial welcome, the kind 
attention] to my wants and wishes, and the uniform courtesy and 
consideration I have been shown from ' all sorts and conditions of 
men' during the long and faithful service of fifteen years I have 
given to the Society's interests. 

I now say good-bye to all my friends, wishing them every good 
and sincere wish for their spiritual and temporal welfare, and an 
abundant entrance * into the joy of their Lord.' 



V. NORTH WALES, SHROPSHIRE, AND THE CAMBRIAN 

BRANCHES. 

By the Ebv. W. Dicejbns Lewis, D.D. 

I deeply feel how great has been the goodness of €rod towards me 
during the past year. Over different lines and by various conveyances 
I have been a constant traveller, and have been mercifully kept 
without harm or injury to write my twenty-second Annual Beport. 
The information I have to submit will, I ti*ust, enable the Committee 
to form a true estimate of the general condition of the district 
entrusted to my care. 

During the year I have attended 180 public meetings, being 146 
in my own district, and thirty-four in those of my colleagues. 1 have 
also advocated the claims of the Society from the pulpit on thirty- 
two different occasions, making together 212 public engagements for 
the year. The total number of meetings held in my District last year 
amount to 325, being a slight decrease as compared with thr previous 
year. I still strongly feel that we cannot exaggerate the beneficial in- 
fiuence of the public meetings. Many of our warmedt friends and most 
liberal contributors, owing to the engrossing cares of business, experience 
great diffioalty in finding time to thoroughly peruse our printed 
Reports. For these the annual meeting supplies the pabulum and 
stimulus which sustain and increase their interest in the operations of 
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the Society, especially where meetings are well advertised and the 
arrangements in respect to them are discussed beforehand by the 
representatiyea of the various denominations who contribute to support 
the local organization. These gatherings, beyond their immediate 
pecuniary results, have the direct effect of imparting in the most 
attractive form information concerning the Society's work to those who 
have no other sources of intelligence conveniently accessible, and 
indirectly they necessitate the interchange of kindly offices between 
difEerent sects of professing Christians, thus promoting mutual 
forbearance, sympathy and love. 

Speaking generally the public meetings held in my District during 
the past year may be described as good, and far larger, I venture to 
say, than any meetings held in the District in support of other 
Societies appealing to the liberality of the Christian public at large. 

Some have been exc^tionally good, especially the one held in 
Bishop's Castle. Our worthy Secretary, Mr. George Strawson, is a 
gentleman filled with love for the Bible, and brimful of zeal for the 
Bible Society. Last year he formed a strong committee of ladies, who 
worked with iieart and will, and being so encouraged, Mr.. Strawson 
engaged the largest .building in the place for our annual meeting ; and 
his courage was crowned with success, for the place was not only full 
inside but outside also, many being compelled to remain without, as 
the biiilding was uncomfortably packed. I have every reason to 
believe that the pecuniary result will be very satisfactory, and though 
it must have cost the friends of the Society many hours of anxious care 
and forethought, still the harvest amply compensated for the labour of 
ploughing and sowing. Many other important places might be 
mentioned, where we were favoured with crowded and enthusiastic 
meetings, and where the spirit and tone manifested were most 
gratifying, cordial zeal and unflagging earnestness being the guiding 
principle that appeared to govern our supporters. 

The tables of receipts and issues are now submitted, and the com- 
parative statement between the last and the preceding year will show^ 
as far as figures are able to do so, the pecuniary state of the Society 
within the District. 

The Free Contributions iu 1890 . . . £4,060 

„ 1891 . . . £4,311 

Showing an increase of £251 

The Purchase account in 1890 . £1,510 

„ 1891 . . . £1,623 

Showing an increase of £113 

These figures exhibit a satisfactory increase in the Free 
Contributions of £251 as compared with the previous year. When it 
is considered how numerous are the demands now made upon Christian 
liberality, we feel that we have great cause for gratitude to Him 
whose Word we circulate^ that we have been enabled not only to 
maintain bat to improve our financia,! position. It behoves us to pray 
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the Lord of the harvest to raise up for ua suitable helpers,^ who shall 
so worthily maintain the Society's position^ as that under the Xlivine 
blessing, our resources shall not suffer detriment from the many 
institutions that are competing with us for the favour and support of 
the Christian public. 

Four out of the seven counties entrusted to my charge show an 
increase ; Anglesey has gone up over £200, and has reached its old 
standard of munificence, Shropshire has steadily been on the increase 
for the past four years, and increased its contribution last year by £bO. 
The largest decrease is in the county of Denbigh, amounting to nearly 
^50. 

The number of Societies now existing in my District is: — 
Auxiliaries 195 ; Branches 38 ; Associations 166 ; Total 399. 

The new Societies number five, being one Auxiliary, one Branch, and 
one Association in^ Shropshire, and two Auxiliaries in Denbighshire. 

One of the new Societies is the Oswestry Juvenile Branch, which I 
formed last year by the kind and zealous cooperation of Miss dark. 
I visited first of all the Schools separately in June, and on December 
8th we held the united meeting, at the Assembly Booms, and I found 
that they had already collected over £10. In Newport, Salop, my 
colleague Mr. Edwards addressed a Ladies' School, and as a result the 
pupils determined to arrange a sale of work for the benefit of the 
Society. The Lady Principal of the School has favoured me with the 
following account : — 

* The girls were most energetic, and for twelve months worked every 
spare moment for the object in view, but not in any way inteFfering 
with their School duties. They also begged all they could from their 
friends. We had tents erected in our grounds, and issued invitations ; 
upwards of 400 accepted, and we had a very good time. After 
deducting a few unavoidable expenses we sent to the Society a little 
over £46.* 

I regard these Juvenile Societies as a most important element in 
our organization. The young are among the most efficient of our 
helpers. By their instrumentality many households which would 
otherwise most probably remain ignorant of the very existence of the 
Bible Society, are made acquainted with interesting details of our 
great work told sometimes even by the lips of their cherished little 
ones. Warm sympathy, and sometimes active support, are thus ob- 
tained from those whom no other agency would be likely to reach. 

I am glad to be able to speak in terms of unqualified praise of the 
good work done by the juveniles in Rhosllanerchrugog, Chestery Man- 
chester, Birmingham and Shrewsbury ; they have worked with zeal, 
assiduity and intelligence, and have well merited the success which has 
attended their exemplary faithfulness. 

I am very glad to be able to report an increase in the receipts from 
the Cambrian Societies. They have been steadily going up for the 
past two or three years, and I am very hopeful that with the revival 
of trade and the return of better times the contributions will reach 
the old standard of liberality. 

The hand of death has again caused sad ravages amongst our most 
efficient and faithful officers. I give the names of some of the moot 
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prominent of those who, having borne the burden and heat of the- 
day, have gone to their well-earned rest and reward : — 

Mr. John Boberts, our very efficient secretary at Uanddeusant ; his 
removal will cause a serious loss to the Society in that district. 

The Rev. Wm. Williams, the treasurer of theOapel Curig Auxiliary; 
he was a very warm friend of the Society, and always received the 
deputation most kindly and did everything to render his visit enjoy- 
able. 

Owen Parry, Esq., our President at Rhiw and PwUglas. He had 
for very many years rendered valuable service to the Society, and was 
the life of the Auxiliary at Hhiwlas. Some three or four . years ago, 
the Committee of the Parent Society presented him with a handsomely 
bound Bible, in recognition of his earnest zeal and genuine faithfulness 
in helping on the work of the Bible Society. 

Several others have been- called to their reward who for a long 
series of years have rendered faithful and ungrudging assistance in 
administering the affairs of the Society, whose welfare they had so 
much at heart. Still the work is ever growing — the harvest is truly 
great. Let us pray the Lord of the -Hatvest, that there may be no 
lack of good and earnest labourers to gather it in. 



VL— SOUTH WALES DISTRICT, 
By the Rev. J. Cyi^ddylan Jones, D.D. 

The total number of societies in the eight counties committed to 
my care is 406, being an increase of 18 on the ipreceding year. Still 
it must be remembered that a dozen or more continue in a state of 
unfruitfulness, all efforts to restore vitality having hitherto proved 
unavailing. Once and again I have visited them, and left under the 
impression that new life had been infused ; but soon the conviction 
was driven home that the emotions and movements whidh I took for 
life were only the results of electric shoeks. 

During the year there have been held- 368 meetings, in which 
either speeches or sermons were delivered. Wales is emphatically a 
Bermon-loving country, and a preaching sernce will draw together 
more people than any other kind of meeting, religious or secular. 
Announce a lecture, and the ladies will conclude it is intended chiefly 
for the gentlemen, and I have had many meetings, especially in the 
industrial and mining districts, where hardly any women attended. 
Announce a sermon, and it is felt that the Gospel is for all ; old men 
and aged women, yoxing men and young maidens, flock -to the service. 
Taking advantage of this trait in the national character, the officers 
of the local auxiliaries announce me frequently to preach^^ — ^a practice 
which is annually extending. This has its advantage and disadvantage ; 
advantage in that it secures a much larger and m<H:e representative 
congregation, disadvantage in that one cannot review the Society's 
operations with the same abundance of detail. On the whole, I fipprove 
for the present of this tendency to substitute texts- and sermons and 



346 EIGHTY-EIGHTH KEPORT. [1832. 

hymns d pranse for Tesoludons and speeclies and votes of thanks. 
Whereas the fashion is to find fault with the organisation of the 
Society as antiquated, I suspect the chief defect lies not in the 
machinery so much as in true evangelical enthusiasmy the fire necessary 
to work efficiently all machinery. Any attempt to found the special 
work of our Society on the broad foundatiozkB of the Gospel receiver 
from me every encouragement, and the sermon is specially adapted to 
accomplish this end. 

The free contributions amounted to ^£3,229 11«. 5d., showing an 
increase of £197 5«. Id, on the preceding year. The increase for the 
last three years amounts to J&682 168. lid., which from one point of 
view afEords considerable gratification ; but which, from another, fills 
one with grief. However, taking it for all in all, the balance is in 
favour of gratitude for past success and of hope respecting the future. 
£3,229 11 8. 5d. in one year means a great deal of perseverance and 
faithfulness on the part of a large number of quiet workers in all 
parts of the country, for in my district, and in Wales generally, the 
list of large donors is annually growing smaller. One auxiliary, that 
of Pembrey, which is tolerably representative of every other auxiliary, 
sends up about £25 annually, collected from about 900 subscribers, 
working men and working women. Whereas England has three 
classes in its community — the high, the middle, and the low — Wales 
has only two, the higher and the lower. The higher render us practi- 
cally no help. Therefore, we are thrown almost entirely upon the 
working classes, and the amount collected, though comparing most 
favourably with similar districts in England, does not adequately 
represent the piety and the self-sacrifice at the bottom of it all. 

In the Purchase Account I observe an increase of £344 Ids. 2d,^ 
the whole sum received for Bibles, Testaments, and Portions being 
£2,116 Ss. 2d. The distribution of the Bible in my native Wales, and 
the consequent diffusion of the knowledge of the true God, are like 
leaven hid in the meal — it is gradually leavening the whole lump. 
True, the period of eifervescence is a season of disturbance, but it is 
only a stage in the assimilation of society, we still have confidence in 
the Divine leaven. My district — ^including as it does Glamorgan- 
shire, Monmouthshire, and Carmarthenshire — ^is largely mining and 
industrial; therefore labour disturbances are frequent and grave, 
fomented by outsiders and supported by young men who have come 
from other, countries where the Bible influence is not so universally 
pervasive; but whep the stress of the crisis comes, grey-bearded 
Welsh workmen and the Welsh labour-leaders — ^men whose store of 
knowledge is derived from the Book of inspiration, and whose 
vocabulary is chiefly drawn from its sacred pages — press to the front, 
their moderation is made known to aU qxen, and the danger is generally 
averted. In the presence of the difficult problem of the readjustment 
of the relations between capital and labour in the coalworks and 
tinplate-works of South Wales, the duty is more imperative than ever 
of diligently disseminating the Word of God among the masses of our 
population. 

So far only one County Conference has been held— namely^ at 
Hereford, when the Hev. T. Aston-Binns and Dr. Cust attended. Of 
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the practical results I am not yet able to judge ; but one fact was- 
patent to all — a genial influence emanated from the meeting, and a 
'warm atmosphere was created ; and atmosphere is as necessary to 
fruitfulness as soil. * The winter is past, the rain is over and gone > 
the flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land ; the fig tree 
putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give 
a good smell.' So we meditated as we thought of the congratiilations 
of the friends who had assembled from different parts of the country y 
but whether fruit will be brought forth unto perfection remains to 
be seeu, *for there are foxes, little foxes, that spoil the vines; for our 
vines have tender grapes.' 



VII. MIDLAND DISTRICT. 
By the Kev. R. G. Hxjin', M.A. 

It is with sincere thankfulness that I can again report an advance. 
in the Free Contributions from this District, which are this year the 
highest remitted from the District in its present form. It is a further 
cause of sati^action to note (1) that for the second year in succession 
an improvement is shown in four of the five counties. (2) That, with 
the exception of 1889, when there was a somewhat serious fall, the 
contributions have risen every year since 1887. (3) That though 
there are places where the interest drags, there are many where the 
work goes with fresh swing and life, interest and effort being well 
maintained between the Annual Meetings. 

It is further worthy of remark that (whether owing to recent 
changes in the Depot system or not can hardly be said) the number of 
Scriptures sold in the District and the amount paid for them are 
higher than in any other year since 1886. Happy is that people 
which, growing in knowledge of the joyful sound, grows also in the 
determination to make it more widely heard. 

Olouceatershtre which had a good record in 1890 surpasses itself 
in 1891. Again Cheltenham shows the way — this year with a 
r^nittance which is the largest for many years. The Juvenile 
Association here sends up nearly 20 per cent, more than last time. 
To Mrs. Jordan of Cheltenham and her father's family at Winchcombe 
we are indebted for an entrance into the latter town, where an 
Auxiliary has been started on what it is hoped will prove to be a solid 
and enduring basis. The Auxiliary at Thombury is becoming a 
fruitful mother of children. Three new Associations have been formed 
through the enterprising energy of Mrs. Tayler, who has kindly 
accepted the office of Hon. County Secretary. Mrs. Peake, the new 
Secretary at Nailsworth, has more than maintained the splendid 
traditions of her predecessor Mrs. Mason ; and the active kindness of 
the Eev. Dr. Peake, who delivered at Amberley the first Bible Society 
address that has been heard there for many a year, has been of untold 
value to the Auxiliary, as well as to the Society at large, for which he 
has frequently acted as an acceptable Deputation. 
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The contributions from Oxfordihire are the highest since 1886, 
though but for a special gift they would have shown a slight failing 
off compared with 1890. This is a county of but few towns, and most 
of them are small, and £430 is no trifling amount for our workers here 
to gather. At Banbury Mr. J. P. Gillett shows a warm and growing 
interest in our work. At Witney every year gives token of the depth 
of sympathy of our older friend Mr. Early. Souldern rejoices in the 
warm and active support of the new Hector, the Rev. J. W. Doran, 
once of St. Albans, Holborn. To Mr. Doran we are indebted for the 
moiety of an offertory in the church, as well as for kind help at tJie 
Annual Meeting for the Society. 

Staffordshire in the previous year reported a falling-off of £16, but 
some of the best workers in the district are found there, friends who 
watch with keen and jealous eyes the amount the county remits, and 
<jan ill brook a decline. The deficit has been more than wiped off by 
a contribution £53 in excess of that of 1890. Tamworth held a 
<!apital meeting, with a report of advancing contributions. Cheadle 
sustains a severe loss through the removal of the energetic secretary, 
the Rev. J. W. Hony Snell. Burton-on-Trent has, alas, suffered more 
heavily still, through the death of Mr. Wardle, of whom the secretary 
truly says that few persons took so active an interest in Bible Society 
work. Lichfield is still happy in the presidency of the Yen. Arch- 
deacon Scott, a warmly-attached friend of the Society's work. 
Wolverhampton has lost the Eev. H. P. Stokes from the Secretariat, 
but the present officials are enterprising, and secured the newly- 
^x)nsecrated Bishop of the Diocese as chairman of the annual meeting. 
His lordship's hearty words are sure to be of great assistance to the 
Society's cause. Walsall, always an example to other auxiliaries, bums 
with the old fires and works with all her old energy. 

In Wa/rwickshvre Birmingham must always hold first place, and it 
is a great satisfaction to be able to report that work here is growing 
and interest advancing. For this we are greatly indebted to the 
kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lloyd, who gathered a number of 
friends in their house to meet the Hon. Home Secretary, whose 
address has proved of high value in stimulating interest in Bible 
Society work. A special effort was made to render the annual meeting 
a success, and about 100 clergy and ministers and friends were gathered 
to a tea, most kindly given by Mr. Ald^man Lloyd, after which the 
largest and brightest meeting that had been known for years was held, 
•under the presidency of the Bight Bev. the Lord Bishop of the 
Diocese. His lordship's devotion to the Society is old, and proved by 
many an act of loving service as well as by the words, warm and 
hearty, which he spoke on this occasion. The cause in Ashton has 
greatly gained through the appointment of the Bev. E. A. Ejqiox to 
the Yicarage ; and the branch at Erdington has shown a great advance, 
largely through the efforts of Miss Janet Fowler, who manages the 
Juvenile Association, and through the kindness of the vicar and 
wardens, to whom we are indebted for offertories in the church. 
The workers at Leamington again merit our sincerest thanks for 
efforts which are the outward and welcome signs of old, and yet 
growing love for the cause. 
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Woreestershire sends up less than in the previous years, but I have 
hopes of a better report before long. At Worcester the new dean is 
a hearty friend, and the Kev. D. Thursfield a most loyal and active 
Secretary. At Malvern, Bromsgrove, Cooktey, and Bromyard we are 
happy in the support of old and long-tried officials, who serve the 
Society well because they love her much. 



VIIL CAMBRIDGE DISTRICT. 

By the Rev. Egbert Black, M.A. 

It is with mingled emotions that I send in my last Report of the 
work done for the Society in the District, whei'e I have laboured since 
1878. I am glad to notice an increase this year of £l,54d in the Free 
Contributions. , 

I am greatly indebted to the many kind friends who acted as 
deputations, without whose voluntary services it would have been quite 
impossible to have had the claims of. the Society properly represented at 
the annual meetings of local societies. 

Glanrdng at the work in. BBDFOBDSj^iftS, I am glad to record that 
those invaluable friends of the Society, Theodore Harris^ Esq., J. P., 
of Leightott Buzzard, and the Rev. J. W. Hodgson, Vicar of Chalgrave^ 
have consented to act as Hon. County Secretaries for the Southern 
Division of B^fordabire, and we truat their infljaenee will enable us to 
find access to villages siot hitherto entered. . The .whole of the meet^ 
ings in and aroui^ Leigbton Buazard and Dunstable weve this year 
particularly successful. An association has been formed for .the first 
time at Toddington : oxie. of th9 meetings at lieighton Buzzard, 
addressed by a dIstiAguished Cambridge scholai', Rendall Harris,. Esq.^ 
onireceaxt MS. discoveries in biblicaJL resea4fchj was of a unique character 
aikd thrilling interest. The sermons and meetinga in.Bedf ord-w^i^e thi& 
year more encouraging ; our ardont secretary, Mr. Ya<$hell, and ! his 
Coititmittee are woridjag up the .viUa^e sieetings. We/havte however 
deeply to. d^lore the„ death x)£ a- very remarkable man and warm, friend, 
tha Riev. Buarton Alesan^ery of Pavenham Bury.. .Litt^ did I think 
when walking with him ttnd. hissoin. to and irom^^ the enthusiastic 
gathering of villagers, and pacing up a&d. down his(,Iawn- in earnest 
conversation, on a[jx]idsUmimer.evemnig> I ^hotidd meet that devout and 
spixainially-'ininded 'friend iv>inote in thisi life. . We can only 'express 
our deepest. s[fiBpathy.fdr. tthey^neijabl^ Mrs* -Tucker and for the 
tooumingjii^idow and »onv . ' « 

Passing on to. Cajcbrudobshibe, I may here fittingly say that, in 
leaving > the Socieiby to undertake parochial work, how thaiikful I.aih 
that the irork of the District pdAse^ ixlto the able haUds of €he Rev. W^ 
H. Norman^ ;M; A.f of Ckxiville tod Gains College, whom I h&ve known 
dnee, asion undergradiiatey he began to>Qrk;'with me for «the interei^ 
of the Society, in hia college, ai^ whose, training afterwards in his 
London curacy sind in Huddersi&eld^ have given him a wide experience 
in men and methods of work. 



360 EIGHTY-EIGHTH REPORT. [1892. 

When, as this year, at the Cambridge meetings the voice of Sir G. 
<G. Stokes (now I am glad to say a Vice-President of the Sodety, and 
who has united in his person offices never held by one individual since 
^he days of Sir Isaac Newton), and the voice of such another eminent 
•scientific scholar as Professor MacAllister, are heard advocating the 
work of the Society, we may well. feel encouraged. 

This year the Rev. J. T. Lang, tutor of Corpus Christi College, who 
has for more than twenty years been one of the beloved and honoured 
local secretaries, has retired, that a younger man, the Kev. H. P. 
Stokes, Vicar of St. PauVs, may throw fresh life and energy into the 
local work. He is no untrained secretary, having proved his wortk as 
«uch at Wolverhampton. 

Wisbech and the surrounding villages still show no flagging of 
their zeal. 

We have again to record the generous donations of C. F. Foster, 
Esq., and members of the Peekover family. In the new Bishop of 
Peterborough Cambridge has given the Society another important 
friend. I must pass over other matters of interest to refer to 
Huntingdon, that oounty with which I am now associated. The usual 
meetings have been held. The Ven. John Wise, Vicar of Hamsey, and 
-formerly Archdeacon of Ceylon, who has so warmly supported the 
Society in this parish for many years, has retired from active work 
owing to the increasing infirmity of years, and is followed by the 
prayers of many that he may be spared to enjoy his well-earned 
repose. The first meeting I presided at in the parish was one for the 
Bible Society, and it encouraged me to find it was a large and hearty 
•one, and to hear the very kind words of welcome spoken by J. -fivison, 
Esq., of Upwood, and the Bev. Mr. Westwood, Baptist Minister in 
the town. 

In the county of Northampton the usual meetings have been heid, 
.and at Northampton I had the opportunity of addi^essing the boys at- 
tending their Grammar School. There was also an interesting meeting 
of the Ladies' Society, which by the kindness of Canon Hughes w»s 
held in their Parish Boom. Long and- severe illness has- permaaently 
laid aside, I fear, from the secrettariat and from deputation work the Bev. 
Thomas Gasquo^e, who has for many years been a most valued fxiead 
and worker ; up till last autumn he was always ready at-an^ pevaoiULL 
inconvenience to render every help in his power. May he* in 'his siok 
room receive help f2X)m * the Sanotuarf;' . . 

With respect to Norfolk, and the Norwich Committee that presides 
over all their oounty arrangements, I desire to thank the- iCommibtee 
for the uniform kindness and courtesy they hav^ shown towarda me, 
and also the Be v. H. Starmer, my assistant, who is indefatigable and 
eminently successful in his efforts to revive the village interest in 
Bible work. I can only particularize the Norwieh anniveisaries 
^here I had the pleagare of speaking along with the Bev. Professor 
Bawson Lumby, D.D., of Cambridge, and the ' Superintendent 
Wesleyan Minister the Bev. B. Foster, the latter of whom gave a 
most valuable testimony to the Society's work in Italy derived • from 
years of residence and ministerial labour there. At Wymondham the 
Society is entirely reorganized. For a pecond time theVioai^ of Cromer 
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preached for the Society, and from £25 last year the collection this 
year rose to nearly £75, irrespective of the large amount raised at the 
meeting. 

As the Norwich report with extracts from Mr. Starmer's reports 
go down to every Association in the county, it is not necessary for 
me to enter into further details. 

Suffolk. The conference at Ipswich which I attended along with 
our Honorary Home Secretary, the Bev. T. Aston-Binns, has been very 
productive of good; as a result some capital parochial and village 
meetings were held towards the end of the year. Equally useful I 
■expect will prove to be the fruits of the conference* held by the Rev.. 
T. Aston-Binns at Lowestoft, and I hope -a coming year may witness 
similar conferences at Bury St. Edmunds, Sudbury, Needham Market 
and Stowmarket, in the two latter places rather to encourage our 
friends and show that we appreciate theirs efforts. Misfe Dain, of 
Trimley, must again be- greatly thanked for her generosity. 

I must draw this review of work to a close, biit because only a few 
places and names could be referred to as samplesiof the rest, I trust 
no one will feel that he- has =been overk>oked or his services un^ 
appreciated; better than any human record is 'the knowledge that 
whatever we have honestly done op sought: to do for the sake of our 
Master is treasured' in the imperishable reeords-of the! Divine Mind to 
be revealed in 'the day which shall' declare n^ tbings.' ' . 

I look back on thirteen- years' worfcy during which I haVereceivisd 
for my work's sake '^.n aniJeuUt. of kindiae^rs I can never sufficiently 
acknowledge. * T wish^this: report i;acclnVey^to the friends in* all the 
ten counties which^haveatr 'differ^fat-itkaes >been 'inclu^ded within the 
bounds of my 'district' my fiiofet sinc^eife amd grateful thanks; I am con- 
scious of mtlny shortdomlngs an& '-'fa.flrtres, and trust they may kindly 
be forgiven Arid fbrg^iten:  ^ I wmildi htnnbly thank God foil His watch* 
ful care of me 'in my 'going <)lit and^cdtdifig iuy* abd for any measure 
of success which has attend eii Trfy work ' 

I cannot close this review without saying I have felt it a privilege 
to serve under a Gbmftiitt^e which so thoroughly triisted and 
sympathized with' itfs Distt-iot Seciijetaries,'" and titider the Secretaries of 
the Parent Society, with' Whom ft has been ^my happiness to be^sociated. 

*The old order <;lfting^ '-t— a 'J©ig^h Hoare; a J.'H. Fordhatn, a 
Jackson, a Bergne, dr-aKeed pass aw«y-*ijbut thanks be to God,- the old 
loving, prayerful, spirit' of the Society ^ stA'ong in faith,^ giving glory to 
God, still survives uBdhangedi '^ '  ' ' .. , . 

' ''' •'".''■ • I . .'. ill.'  '  • 

ipr G. t! EdWAeds, Esq. • ' . 

In giving a brief account of the'woit o6 anotheit year in the 
South-eastern District, I have' to Report that 263 meetings were held 
during 1891, and that iiA^ere are now'existibg in the- District -314 
au^iliai^ and branch societies, four, new ones having been farm^ed 
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dnring the year. Within the twelve, months now under review the 
sum sent in free contributions amounted to £4,644, being a little over 
the average of the five preceding years. The issue of Scriptures 
amounted to 35,248 copies, for which the sum of £1376 was received 
om purchase account. In addition to this, grants have been made of a 
goodly number, either entirely free or eA very reduced prices, to po<» 
schools, Sunday schools, and other institutions, so that I think it can 
be said no application really deserving help was rejected by the 
Parent Society, which from the first has always reluiily and liberally 
met the wants of . our home population. If then there are to be 
found those who, when appealed to for help for foreign work, excuse 
themselves on* the plea that so much requires to be done at home, they 
may be neminded that a considerable portion of every, contribution to 
the. Society will be. expended on our own country, and that none, 
whether belonging to a criminal or an afflicted class, are overlooked in 
our extended home operations. Misapprehension however still exists 
in some quarters that the Society derives lapge |»^ofits from the sale 
of its books, instead of their beii^g sold at considerable sacrifice, so 
that the -greater the sale the greater the loss, calling all the more for 
enlarged support from free contributions. The pkin of having the 
depots of auxiliaries iii* direct comanunication with the Parent Society, 
rather than under the management of local- committees, continues 
to extend, and I. think bn the whole with satisfactory rresults. Our 
friends in the provinces are thus relieved from what was often felt to 
be somewhatf of ar bui^den, whiles pcpoper oi^asuffe pf control over our 
depots, can fee- exercised. ;^rc«a- the Sooiety^s.-hpitfle in London, which 
local committees and officers Wer0 in many^ jjases-'tyiMifble or unwilling 
to oatry out.: -Anl. increasing number^toor pf bo^^seUei^rs are ready 
to undertakevthe. sale iof ^the Sopiety's [books oiaithp^tesrmsrnow offered, 
and in: all great) to^i^n^ thei:er i^ ^0/ doubt l^at; a isicglo depot is 
not sufflcient, as there ought to berJEaoilitiesvfvfithin easy reach 
for persons to obtain the Wprd of ,<i|^d in.. the, -midst. lOf fiil large 
popiuiationsr . • yi- . t/ » . :1 ^ 

Conferences Were Md last /ear in tworimppHai^t G^NO^tres, Reading 
Knd Southamptdn. . At the former plaee Mr« M. J^ ^tto^, a mez^ber 
of a: family to which tbe oaus^ of evangelicftl .X^^nstb . i$ so much 
indebtedjLj^nt out numerous, invitations .^.thf^ipUr^gy. and others in 
the county^of Berks to mtne and hei^fla jstf^tfucaent from Bishop 
tMitoWnson of the daiins of the: 3w~S.^A$p0piaM^(W,l9<^3abprs of the 
Church of England. A large number. rpfiip^pEvded/ .and; met in 
a hall in Beading belonging to Messrs. Sutton which was beau- 
tifully decorated for the occasion, when the lucid and forcible 
statement made by the Bishop produced a marked impression. Mr. 
Sturges, the Bector pf Wokingham and Bural Dean, afterwards 
addressed the Conference, stating ^that' thcMigli' not hitherto a sup- 
porter of the Society, he would ia',futnre> cordially aid it, whiJ.e the 
Vicars of Dunsden and Burghfeeld, near "Beading, have also for the 
first ^<iime bad cbllectidns-for the-Sd&ietj^*ia th^tr ohtvches*'*' In; the 
royal borough o£ Windtor, thongh therSooicftjl has lostii* ^w friend in 
the removal of the late Dean, Dr. Ba«daU iCli^idsan^ yet hidHsnooessor,. 
Dean Elliott, ixak also succeeded ihiin, as; Bresidwit.ol the AuxUiioy,, 
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and shown his interest, not only in presiding at the anniversary, but 
in also having the committee and lady collectors to meet at the 
Deanery. Thus Berkshire, I hope, is looking up, and though hitherto. 
the county has not stood high in the amount of support furnished to 
our great work, yet there is the prospect of better things in the future, 
and we are greatly indebted to Mr. M. J. Sutton, who spared no pains 
nor expense to make the Conference at Beading an occasion for reviving 
and extending an interest in the Society. The Southampton Confer- 
ence, held in the afternoon, was presided over by Lord Radstock, whose 
interest in all that concerns the spread of God's Word is well known, 
but the response to the invitations issued was not equal to that at 
Heading. An evening meeting was also held, though not the 
ordinary anniversary, and was presided over by Canon Wilberforce, 
whose venerated grandfather was one of the founders of the Parent 
Society, but here the attendance was again disappointing, though Dr. 
Oust and Mr. Aston-Binns both attended and gave much interesting 
information in connection with the translation and circulation of the 
sacred volume. Southampton is a place where it seems very difficult 
to secure united action, and at the annual meetings, in recent years, 
the absence of the ministers of the various Christian Churches has been 
subject for much regret. Through the valuable aid of Mrs. Snell, 
formerly of Brixton, but now of Bournemouth, who paid a visit to South- 
ampton specially to interest the schools, meetings were held in a 
goodly number of t^em, when many of the pupils volunteered to become 
juvenile collectors. At Portsmouth a very large and successful meeting 
was held in the new Town Hall, and since then lady collectors have been 
appointed with districts assigned, yielding already gratifying results. Mr. 
Dunne has worked here with untiring energy and perseverance, while 
valuable aid has been rendered by Qanon Jacob, the President, Kev. J. 
Oates and Mr. Henry Jones, R.N., the Secretaries, and by several of the 
clergy who have given collections in their Churches. In Titchfield the 
Society has been revived after being dormant for several years. At 
Andover there was an encouraging meeting, Mr. W. W. B. Beach, 
the member for the county and an old friend of the Society, coming a' 
considerable distance to preside, when he gave a very interesting 
address on the Bible in connection with the English Beformation. 
Next morning I met the lady collectors, whom I was glad to find 
diligent and earnest in prosecuting their good work. At Winchester, 
where Canon Edmonds attended, Eev. B. E. Harrisson, having 
resigned the office of Secretary, has been succeeded by Be v. F. H. 
Baring, now Bector of Kingsworthy. He has long been interested in 
the work of the Society from what he has seen of its action in India, 
and when lately leaving Devonshire for Hampshire my colleague, Mr. 
Perkins, wrote me of the valuable assistance Mr. B. had rendered him in 
the former county. A very old supporter of the Society in Hampshire 
passed away last year, Mr. Brock, Rector of Bishops Waltham since 
1833. Though unable for some years past to take anv part in the 
Society's work, owing to age and infirmity, yet in former days he 
rendered valuable service, not only in his own parish, but also in 
working the village associations in the district. My colleague, Mr. 
Brodie, accompanied me to the Channel Islands in June, and both in 

A A 
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Guernsey and Jersey we found warm friends and steady workers, Mr. P. 
Carey, Treasurer in the former island, and Mr. C. WUliams, Secretary 
in the latter, continuing to give to the Society much valuable service. 
I was led to call on Mr. Lee, the Rector of St. Peter Port, the principal 
town parish in Guernsey, who had not hitherto given us any helpw I 
found him frank and courteous, ready to listen to what the Society is 
doing to aid Church of England Missions abroad, and I have since 
heard from him to say that he will henceforth give the Society his 
cordial support. His example I trust will influence many of his 
brethren, few of whom have hitherto helped us throughout the Island. 
In the Isle of Wight, in addition to meetings in all the principal towns, 
Cowes, Newport, Ryde, Ventnor, Shanklin, Sandown, I was glad to 
revive an interest in the Society's work in the parish of Brading, 
associated with Leigh Richmond's ' Little Jane,' and where she lies 
buried. Though the night was wet and stormy we had a fair attend- 
ence for a lantern lecture, while the Vicar gave his cordial sympathy 
and presided. At Chichester the Dean again presided at the anniversary, 
having on the previous Sunday pleaded the cause of the Society in his 
Cathedral Church, and at Brighton, Dr. Hannah, the Yicar, rendered 
similar service both at the meeting and in his Church, having been led 
to give in his adhesion after attending a Conference held in the town 
the previous year. The numerous schools in Brighton have, as in 
previous years, been carefully watched over by our valued friend 
Mrs. Martindale, who devotes no small amount of time and 
effort to their visitation. More than thirty juvenile meetings were 
held, including the Clergy Daughters' School, where the Principal, 
Miss Birrell, always gives a welcome to the Society. I had a 
touching meeting too in the Deaf and Dumb Institution of 
Brighton, the inmates of which were much interested in a lantern 
lecture on Bible work abroad, while the explanation of the various 
views was told oS on the fingers by one accustomed to give instruction 
to those who cannot be reached through the ear. Though it was not 
intended that any collection should be made among those so deeply 
afflicted, many of whom have but little to spare, yet at the close they 
spontaneously brought their thank-offerings, evidently glad to help in 
sending to others what many we trust had found to be a message of 
mercy to their own souls. Thus from the deaf and dumb, as well as 
from babes and sucklings, God can draw forth a tribute of praise and 
thanksgiving. At Dorking the Yenerable Sir Arthur Cotton was 
able again to preside at the anniversary, and, with the valuable 
aid of Lady Cotton, we were able to revive the Ladies' Association, 
several new collectors coming forward to offer their services. At 
Bexhill, near Hastings, where an auxiliary was formed three years 
ago, I found gratifying progress had been made. Miss Poulton, the 
Treasurer's daughter, having worked very efficiently, and at the 
anniversary, presided over by Lord Brassey, there was an encouraging 
report of earnest work done during the year. At Burgess Hill, 
Sussex, the auxiliary has sustained a severe loss in the death of Rev. 
Pierce Jones, for many years its Secretary, and who with true Welsh 
attachment to the great work of the Society, was ever ready to render 
to it earnest and loving service. The vacancy I am glad to say has been 
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filled up by the Yicar and the Congregational minister becoming joint 
Secretaries. At £psom the Society is worked to a great extent con- 
gregationally, and in addition to collections in the Parish Church 
followed by a meetings I had a good gathering in the Lecture Room 
of the Congregational Church, followed by a collection unusually large 
through the liberality mainly of one warm and generous friend. At 
Guildford Viscount Middleton presided over the afternoon meeting, 
and as I knew his excellent father more than thirty years ago, I was 
glad to find that the chairman inherited not only an honoured name, 
but also the warm interest of his predecessor in the work of Bible 
circulation. 

The retrospect of the past year calls for grateful thanksgiving to 
Him who alone can make our work to prosper, though not unmingled 
with regret that more sympathy is not evinced in the district in behalf 
of a work with such strong daims on all Christians. One greatly 
rejoices in the increasing zeal and devotedness displayed in extending 
missionary work abroad, but the friends of missions have not as yet 
realized how dependent their great enterprise is on aid that only the 
Bible Society can render. The work however is the Lord's, and 
while we labour and organize and pray, may we never forget that the 
excellency of the power is of Him and not of us. 



X SO TJTH' WESTERN DISTRICT. 
By the Eev. Eighabd Perkins. 

Thanks to the upholding and help of our Heavenly Father, I have 
completed my nineteenth year of travel and pleading for our beloved 
Society, and am now enabled to submit some details, certainly en- 
couraging ones. 

Firumces, — In the last report a table was given showing the state 
of the District at four successive periods, and indicating steady in- 
crease, the figures, in each case, being for the year terminating on 
March 31. I very thankfully record that the total receipts to the 
same date in 1891 were again most favourable, amounting to £5,106 
5«. lOd Deducting from this sum legacies and special gifts, the 
improvement previously reported is maintained. 

Somerset. — I cannot refer to the meetings connected with the Bath 
Auxiliary without offering my cordial thanks to the Secretaries, the 
Rev. Prebendary Buttanshaw and the Rev. F. La Trobe, for all the 
thought and energy bestowed on their arrangement. The Anniversary 
in January 1892 was attended by the Archdeacon of London, the Rev. 
Professor Agar Beet, and the Rev. Charles Marson, as Deputation. 
During the autumn of 1891 a series of very successful village meetings 
took place, earnest and well attended. At a special meeting the Rev. 
T. Aston-Binns met the Gentlemen's Committee and the Lady Col- 
lectors, whose hearty welcome and evident desire to forward the 
interests of our Society greatly cheered him. 

A A 2 
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At Bristoly in spite of the now historical ' hlizzard/ the meetings 
were good. They were respectively presided over by our valued 
friends, Joseph Storrs Fry, Esq., and the Hev. Talbot Greaves, and 
attended by the Rev. C. V. Childe, Vicar of Christchurch, Chelten- 
ham, and the Hev. James Sibree, from Madagascar, of the L;M.S. 
Sermons were preached by the E.ev. T. Aston- Binns at Emmanuel 
Church, Clifton, at Stoke, Bishop Church, and St. Andrews, wit^ very 
encouraging results. Major-G^eoieral Camegy attended several meet- 
ings in and around Bristol, as well as two drawing-room gatherings, 
all of which were good. Hearty meetings took place at St. Silas 
Downend, Sidcot (where it is always pleasant to see so many happy 
boys and girls), at St. Werburgh, at BussqII Town, and at Yatton ; 
here, one of our friends, not out of great wealth, has left £fty pounds 
to the Society. 

In the year 1891 fell the Jubilee of the Gleved&n Association, it 
having been founded in 1841 by the late Hev. G. .W« Braikenridge. 
Almost all who assisted in its formation have passed away, but their 
deeds remain', and their memories are fragrant, as must be that of all 
whoi^e influence is on the Lord's side. During these fifty years the 
Association has raised £4,406. In connection with this event sermons 
were preached by the Rev. T. Aston*Binns, the Deputation, at Christ- 
church, and by the Vicar at the parish church. • In every respect the 
Jubilee Anniversary was a great success. 

The Westorirsuper- Ma/re Auxiliary has signalized this year by sending 
its largest free contribution, £243. We deeply regret that in con- 
sequence of ill-health we are losing the valuable services of its Honorary 
Secretary, C. M. Lory, Esq., to whom -verj hearty thanks are due. At 
Glastonbury and Street the energy of our friends has increased the 
contributions of the year to £100, and at the former place the meeting 
was so crowded that many failed to gain admittance. In the summer 
the Rev. Canon Edmonds attended two special meetings. 

Zangport Anniversary was once' more cheered by a gift of £250 
from James Broad mead, Esq., which being sent direct to London does 
not form part of the District total. In nine years this good friend has 
given £2,250. Canon Edmonds was jthe Deputation at the recent 
meeting at Milhome Port, where in spite of much sickness the collection 
showed an increase on that of 1891. Taunton had the benefit of Bishop 
Mitchinson's most able advocacy at a well-attended meeting. The 
customary Auxiliary and an extl^ Ladies' meeting were held at 
Wellington, and in addition the Rev. James Thomas, the Deputation, 
preached two sermons kt the Congregational Chapel. We are promised 
collections at the other chapels in turn, and also an offertory at the 
parish church. An excellent meeting was that of Cliard, Here the 
Auxiliary has been reorganized, and increased contributions are hoped 
for. Good meetings took place at Somerton, Bruton, Montacute, Win- 
canton, Williton, Minehead, Wiveliscombe, Burnham, tind Lympsham ; 
at the last of which our hearty friend the Rector, the Rev. Treasurer 
Stephenson, presided. 

Devon. — It gives me very great pleasure to bear testimony to the 
gratifying improvement in our Exeter meetings, thanks to the varied 
influences brought to bear by our valued and true friend Canon 
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Edmonds. None so large or so enthusiastic have been held during the 
nineteen years of my Secretariat. That in the morning was under the 
presidency of Sir John Kennaway, Bart., and in the evening Bishop 
Barry took the chair. Bishop Hitohinson and the Hev. Benwell Bird 
attended as Deputation on each occasion. Canon Edmonds hospitably 
entertained a large party at luncheon, and before the evening meeting 
a crowded tea took place at the Rougemont Hotel, the expenses being 
defrayed by ladies. The total result of this most successful anniversary 
was over £41. By the kind consent of the Dean and Chapter, Bishop 
Barry preached on behalf of our Society at the popular evening 
Cathedral Service on the previous Sunday. His most powerful 
discourse has since been printed. 

On the same Sunday Bishop Mitchinson preached at the two 
Tivere<m churches in eloquent advocacy of our work, and also addressed 
the Sunday Schools. His most valuable help will long be warmly and 
gratefully remembered. The Bev. Canon Edmonds, who kindly con- 
sented to address the well-attended Torqwiy meeting in January, 1892, 
reports that. the Ladies' Auxiliary is carrying on the work heartily 
and well. We are much indebted to the Rev. James Fox for granting 
annual offertories at Holy Trinity Church. At Paignton the zeal of 
our fi:iends has again increased their contributions, and at St. Mary 
Church much perseverance is shown. The Plymouth anniversary fell 
on a day when the excitement of municipal elections divided the 
interest of the citizens, but- notwithstanding this, the attendance of 
platform and audience was good and widely representative, and the 
speech of the Deputation, Canon Edmonds, more appreciated than ever. 
A debt of gratitude is due to the earnest labour at Bide/ord of the 
Secretary^ the Rev. Howard E. Holmes, and the Committee, who have 
arranged meetings and formed associations at Instow, Wear Gifford, 
Frithelstoek, Buckland Brewer, Westleigh, Abbotsbam, Hartland, 
Parkham, and Woolfardis worthy. We strongly wish this example could 
be followed widely, feeling sure that a knowledge of the facts of our 
work, must create interest in it, and interest bring practical help. 
The Rev. E. H. Baring, who with Mr. Holmes has greatly aided this 
effort, writes that the meetings have from all points of view exceeded 
expecta^on ; that they have done good in the places themselves, have 
originated or revived an interest in Bible work, have realised a fair 
amount of money and have cost very little. On the occasion of the 
Frithelstock meeting, the Yicar (late the Archdeacon of Zanzibar), 
when presiding, mentioned that on the death of Bishop Steere, he can- 
tinned his work of the translation of the Smptures into Swahili, and 
bore testimony to the great Value of our Society in meeting the needs 
of Africa. Very gratifying Jubilee meetings took place at Teignmouth, 
attended by the Rev. Canon Edmonds and the Rev. James Thomas. Id 
the afternoon specimen translations of the Bible were exhibited and 
explained. I found, when shortly afterwards meeting the Lady 
Collectors, that they had been deeply interested and were anxious to 
do more. The Free Contribution exceeded £47. Sermons in the parish 
church at Buekfastleigh were arranged by the Rev. Claude Sutton, and 
followed on the next day by a lecture from Canon Edmonds, illustrated 
with photographs, &c., shown by the lime-light. At Ilfracomhe 
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additional interest was gained bj onr kind friend Mrs. Foqaett, conr 
vening a drawing-room meeting in addition to the public one, by whicb 
the funds were much increased. A lady unable to attend our meetings, 
but a regular reader of the M<mtMy Reporter, sent the Secretary a 
contribution of fifty pounds. The head-master of the Moniton 
Grammar School, the Rev. K. A. Byrde, presided at the meeting there, 
and also kindly allowed me to address his boys. The Ha/rford and 
Ivybridge friends have again increased their gifts, held a successful 
meeting, and sent to London more than £21. Much interest was 
stirred up at Totnes by an address from Canon Edmonds at a drawing- 
room meeting in the house of the Mayor, and at NewUm Abbot the sum 
raised was increased to twenty pounds more than iAie last amount by 
the donation of a lady, who had been much impressed by Major 
General Camegy's appeal in 1890. Budkigh Saiierton^ including a 
legacy of eight guineas, contributes over £30 this year. Good meetings 
took place at ChxMrletone, OoppUetoney JSrawnton, Northam^ DtrnkegtoeU, 
Crediton, Hidkerleighy AoDminaterf Aehbu/tton^ West HiU, Escot^ Tavistock^ 
BcmnstapUy and ExnunUh, 

DoBSBT. — BowrnerMmth deserves all praise for earnest effort, 
business-like division into districts well worked by persevering 
collectors, and a special attempt to enlist the sympathies of the young. 
Through the exertions of our kind friend Mrs. Snell, I had the pleasure 
of giving addresses in eighteen of its schools, and was allowed to offer 
cards to the pupils. In this way £34 was gained, making a total of 
£207) the largest free contribution ever remitted in one year. Dr. 
Baedeker's graphic account of his Siberian travels added much to the 
interest of the Dorchester anniversary. At Otvermoigne the meeting 
was full and enthusiastic. There were sermons in two of the churches 
at WeymofJtthf fallowed by a most successful meeting. In connection 
with the annual gathering at Blandford, the Rev. T. Aston-Binns 
preached at the parish church, when the offertories realised ten 
guineas. The Honourable and Rev. J. P. Willoughby, the rectpr of 
the picturesque parish of Dvjrweston writes : * We had a very sucoessr 
ful meeting, and the speech of Major-General Carnegy was much 
enjoyed ; I have just sent £23 5«. to the Bible House.' Very satis- 
factory meeting were, as usual, kindly arranged at WhUehurch and 
Milboma St Andrews by Mansell Fleydell, Esq., though unfortunately 
he was unable through ill-health to be present. At Milton Alhas the 
large schoolroom was packed even to the doors and platform. At 
Shafteshofry the Yicar on the previous Sunday appealed on behalf of 
our work, and an encouraging meeting followed. Our old and devoted 
friend, Mr. Eobert Edwards, cheered us at FomJbrMH by a gift of £50. 

The Witohompton Association still retains its interesting and 
productive character, thanks to the untiring zeal of our oldest and 
most loyal of friends the Bev. Carr John Glyn. It has since its 
creation in 1830 sent more than £4,000 to our Society. This year the 
attendance and contribution were as large as ever, £115 being 
remitted from Witchampton and £31 from SUmbridge, Just as the 
memorable March snow was beginning, our valued friend Major- 
General Carnegy arrived at Bridport for the purpose of attending a 
series of meetings in its neighbourhood. The first, at Shipton, was 
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reached not without difficulty and even danger, but all others were 
rendered impossible, and for the rest of the week he was kindly enter- 
tained by the Hector of Burton Bradstock, the Rev. J. L. Templer, 
until railway traffic reopened. Thoroughly good meetings took place 
at Plush, BuMomd NewUm, GemSy StaSyndge, Piddletrentkidsy Mq/rtin^ 
HinUm McMrtdl, Toller Fratrwrn, Milton Abbaa, Pimperm^ Ma/mhull, 
McniinsUyumy Ruskton, Upwey, and GorycUes, 

Cornwall. — I am glad to report that in some parts of Cornwall 
signs of renewed activity are making themselves manifest. At SU 
AusteU Mrs. Yeale hospitably entertained a party of some sixty friends 
at tea, who after this pleasant sociality went together to the meeting. 
It almost ' goes without saying * that this was a charming gathering, 
for where we find a centre of friendliness such as this, the usual result 
is a well-filled platform, a large attendance, and an increased collection. 
On the occasion of the Pewryn anniversary the Town Hall was full. 
A large juvenile meeting took plaice at Fahnxmiky when much interest 
was evinced ; many parents and friends were present, and about forty 
young people undertook to collect. A very enthusiastic meeting was 
held at lAskaa/rd : sermons were preached in the church, three schools 
addressed, and several scholars became collectors. At GcUlington also 
a first-rate meeting took place, and at Looe all present were cheered 
by a well-filled hall. The GhynhaU meeting, presided over by W. 
Bickford-Smith, Esq., M.P., was an admirable one, and many thanks 
are due to Miss A. Bickford-Smith for her valuable help. Our good 
friend Mr. W. H. Adams, of Chytodden, did not fail to send his usual 
kind gift of £5. A crowded school-room on the occasion of the St. 
Tvdy anniversary showed great interest, further accentuated by an 
increased Free Contribution. Thanks to the zeal of our earnest friend, 
Miss Ellen Treneer, the amount raised at Newquay has steadily grown. 
Perrcmzdbudoe has cheerfully accomplished a complete re-organization 
in which the Vicar, the Rev. C. E, Meeres, and the Wesleyan friends 
have cordially co-operated. This parish is now properly divided into 
districts, to each of which two collectors are appointed. It has an 
active representative Committee, and a free contribution of ^3 10a. %d, 
in 1890 has now grown to one of £9. Very successful meetings may 
be mentioned at St, Mawee^ St, Gerrcms, Heleton, Mo/razion, Saltash, 
JSfayle, Gambame, Wadebridgey GrtMrnpotmd, St, Keyne, St. Mewan, St» 
Mabyn, Stithicms, St, Keveme and Polperro ; while others have been 
either resuscitated or commenced at TywdrdrecUh, Pcmt, PerrcmweU and 
Devorcm. 

Obituary. — ^We have to deplore the loss of several earnest friends. 
At Swimbridge, John Smyth, Eso^m & most zealous supporter for many 
years, was called home suddenly on the very day fixed for the meeting. 
By the death ol Captain Simcoe the Squire of Dunkeawell, we lose a 
good friend ; and by that of Mr. W. Hamlyn, the Secretary at Totnes, 
a very old and devoted adherent. The Bev. John Lakes, formerly 
Vicar of Lisk^ard, and the Rev. A. R. Taylor, Rector of St. Stephens, 
near Grampound Road, both for long years warm friends to our cause, 
have also gone to their reward. 

Deputatjpns. — And now there only remains to me the pleasant 
duty of tendering my most heartfelt thanks to my fellow District 
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SecTetarieSy and to the manj friends who have so frequently aud 
cordially responded to my prayers for help in the deputation work of 
my district. On no less than 359 occasions hare they devoted their 
knowledge and eloquence to this service, some of them from ten to 
thirty-five timcB, and for want of space I can only mention those to 
whom I am indebted to this large extent. Amongst officers of our 
Society the Hev. R. G. Hunt took thirty-five engagements ; Rev. H. 
Starmer, twenty ; Ilev. James Thomas, fifteen ; Bev. E. 8. Front, 
twelve ; Bev. T. Aston-Binns,. thirteen ; and Bev. Elias George, eleven : 
and amongst other friends the Bev. W. Staoey, thirty-three; Bev. 
J. W. Ingram, thirty ; Major-General Oarnegy, nineteen : Bev. Canon 
Edmonds, nineteen ; Bev. H. E. Holmes^ ten ; and the Bev. E. A. 
Arthurs, ten. 



XL (a) METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 
Comprising tJis Counties of Middlesex, BuekSi Essex, and Herts. 

By the Bey. D. Brodie. 

It is a great gratification to me as I look over the work of the 
past ten years (for this is my tenth report) to observe that it has 
prospered in my hands, for which I unfeignedly thank €k>d. 

The county of Middlesex last year (1891) returned in free con 
tributions almost £200 more than in the best jear of the other nine ; 
and the total from the four counties now under my care was last 
year £100 better than it has been at any time during ten years. 
This shows a steady growth, and is the result of persistent atten- 
tion to organization, which I am more and more convinced is the only 
abiding work of a disttict secretary. Four years ago the Committee 
adopted my suggestion to enlarge the district and give ma an assistant. 
This plan has worked admirably, as during that period the average 
increase in free contributions over the total of 1887 has been at the 
rate of £340 per annum. It is with much regret that I have bad to 
part with my colleague, the Bev. E. George, just when his services were 
most valuable. I have the satisfaction however of rejoicing in his 
promotion to a district of his own in the Midlands, and of knowing 
that he gained the experience in my district which fits him for his 
present position. 

I am thankful also to be able to state that there is an improve- 
ment in the circulation of the scriptures in my district, the total 
number of copies for 1891 being 45,966 in comparison with 36,663 in 
1890, and 35,440 in 1889. ' I hope this is the result of the improved 
dep6t system. 

Diligent efEorts were made during the past year to revive the work 
in various places where it had declined, and to introduce the Society into 
fresh places. I was ably helped in this by Mr. George, to #hom the chief 
credit belongs for the establishment of auxiliaries at Harlesden and 
Leytonstone, both of which bid fair to be a real help to the Society. 

It is pleasant to record that through the kind efforts of the Bev. 
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C. G. Baskerville our footing at Walthamstow has been strengthened, 
and there is hope that the Society will in the ftiture flourish there. 

I have also to report that some progress has been made towards 
reviving the almost extinct auxiliary at Forest Gate, and that a new 
organization has been set on foot at Southall. 

Highgate, Slough, Fenny Stratford, and other places have had a 
great deal of attention, but so far with very little result. 

Local energy has been specially manifested at Maldon and Kelvedon, 
where the friends desu^e to rank for the future as auxiliaries, and to 
extend their work proportionately by forming associations in the out- 
lying places. 

The auxiliary at Notting Hill was apparently saved from extinction 
by the timely aid of Mrs. Dalton, who has undertaken the work of 
secretary. 

I have six Hon. County Secretaries in my district. To one and all 
the Society owes a debt of gratitude for their efforts to maintain and 
extend its work in their respective localities. By constant watchful- 
ness over its interests, by personal attendance at meetings, and by 
seeking to obtain help for it in new places, their influence is most 
beneficial to the Society. 

Our great need is a supply of workers who will take a special 
interest in promoting the work of the Bible Society. There is 
much to be hoped for in this direction amongst the adults from our 
Helpers Association, and- I see in the wonderful extension of work 
amongst the young within the past few years, the prospect in the near 
future of a remedy for our present scarcity of labourers. In the 
metropolitan part of my district only, I reckon that we have not far 
short of 1,000 juvenile collectors. Both in the metropolis and the 
country districts there is a steady advance in the number and efficiency 
of juvenile' associations. At Aylesbury, Braintree, Chelmsford, Clac- 
ton-on-Sea, Lexden, Colchester, Harwich, Harlesden, Saffron Walden, 
St. Albans, Tottenham, and Ware, beginnings oi^ extensions have 
been made. 

In this connection I would specially mention the enthusiasm of 
Mr. E. A. Hunt, of Writtle, who besides having a flourishing juvenile 
association of his own in that place, is seeking to spread an interest 
in the work of the Society elsewhere. He has lately visited eight 
villages in the neighbourhood of Chelmsford, and in each obtained 
collections and collectors for the Society. 

The North London Juvenile Association however stands far 
ahead of all others in my district. Although only two years old it 
has during the past year, under the able management of Miss Snewin, 
assisted by Miss Dobbin and Miss Swift, achieved wonderful results. 
At the time of writing th9 aeoountst have not been closed, but so far we 
know that thirty-three schools have been visited, out of which more 
than 500 collectors were obtained^ and the monetary result will be 
not less than <£120. 

. Space forbids me to mention other associations where steady progress- 
has been made, but not one of them is forgotten. 

Whatever success in the work is here recorded or indicated, the 
praise for it is due to that noble band of ladies and gentlemen — the^ 
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former especially — who are giving so ungradgingly their time and 
thought to it. The District Secretary is only the point of contact between 
the Parent Society and the various organizations. He is their guide, 
counsellor, and friend, and I would most gratefully acknowledge on 
behalf of my colleague and myself the kindness with which our services 
have been received, and our suggestions for the good of the work 
adopted. 

In addition to the names of those found on the list of * Voluntary 
Helpers ' at the end of the general report of the Society, to whom I am 
indebted for the valuable help given in my district during the past 
year, I desire particularly to mention the kind and continuous services 
in lantern work of Messrs. Q. E. Roberts and S. R Dermott. From 
the Revs. J. B. Barraclough, X Levinsohn, and E. P. Cachemaille I 
have received most valuable aid in sermons and meetings. All these 
are members of the Helpers Association, to the meetings of which 
most of them owe the impulse as well as the opportunity of thus 
helping the Society. 

Of the missionary brethren who have testified to the importance of 
the Bible Society's work in my district during the past year, I would 
thankfully mention the names of the Revs. J. Batchelor, W. G. Lawes, 
J. Sibree, junr., and "W. H. Ball. Their words will not be forgotten 
by those who heard them. 

In conclusion I must notice some of the losses we have sustained. 

By removals we have lost not a few very valuable workers. My 
district is the poorer by their change of residence, but the Society will 
still have in them warm friends wherever they may be. 

Our losses by death, notwithstanding the sore sickness which pre- 
vailed for some months, have not been many, but they are serious. 
Amongst those who have been taken are two very staunch friends of 
the Society — the Rev. Samuel Bardsley of Finchley, and the Rev. 
James Cohen of Heston. Their interest in its work and efforts on its 
behalf continued unabated to the end. Mr. Bardsley passed away the 
very day before the annual sermons on behalf of the Society were to be 
preached in his Church. 

The following is a list of Voluntary Helpers whose services are 
gratefully acknowledged : — 

The Revs. C. M. Gough, J. B. Barraclough, W. H. Ball, C. L 
Tabraham, W. G. Lawes, J. Sibree, junr., F. G. Nash, J. M. Eppstein, 
E. W. Collinson, I. Levinsohn, J. R. Longley Hall, Dr. Hole, W. S. 
Swanson, E. P. Cachemaille, Dr. Dyson, H. Cole, the Yen. Archdeacon 
Richardson, Frederic Hunt, Esq[., E. Neston Habershon, Esq., the Rev. 
R, H. U. Bloor. 



XI. (6). METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. 

Bt the Rev. James Thomas. 

I AM thankful to be able to report continued increase in the number 
of Auxiliaries, Branches, and Associations in my district. Thirty- 
seven new Societies have been added to the list in the past year. 
Increasing activity on the part of local Committees has been manifested 
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in a greater number of drawing-room meetings, lectures, juvenile 
gatherings, and sermons, as well as in the better attendances at many 
of the public meetings. The Free Contribution from the Metropolitan 
part of Surrey has again considerably increased, but from Kent it has 
slightly declined ; yet this was due to the severe illness of some of the 
treasurers who were confined to their rooms by influenza at the end of 
the year, and were unable to forward their remittances before the 31st 
of December. The amount contributed by the district when it was 
committed to my care was .£4,592 19«. lOd,, last year it reached 
,£6,092 18^. 7d, Considerable as is this advance in the annual contri- 
butions, I know that the amount is now nearly ^2,000 a year greater 
than it was in 1885. The total number of meetings and sermons 
reached the highest figures I have ever reported, viz. : 524. Eeferring 
to the figures of thirty years ago, I find that a total of sixty-three 
represented the highest number of that period, whereas for many years 
both before and after that time the numbers did not rise so high. It 
is therefore manifest that the labour of even maintaining the Society's 
income has been enormously increased. 

During the past year, no fewer than sixteen legacies, amounting to 
£4,850, have been paid to the Parent Society from my district. I fear 
this foretells a diminished income from some Auxiliaries. Nor is the 
death of friends my only lament. In no previous year have so many 
valuable helpers and workers removed from my district. Miss Hookey 
has felt unable to continue to be the Secretary of Blackheath, Mrs. 
Suter has removed from Blackheath-North, the Rev. J. B. Wheeler 
from Brompton, Miss Koettlitz from Dover, the Rev. W. Harrison 
Towle from Sandwich, Mrs. Greenfield from Staplehurst, Captain 
Tippinge has felt constrained to resign his office in Woolwich, Mr. 
Streatfield the Secretariat of Brixton, the Rev. T, Anderson has left 
Kingston, the Rev. P. J. Turquand has gone from Newington, Mr. 
Willock has retired from Wimbledon Auxiliary, and other very 
valuable friends have left the district, among them the Rev. J. E. 
Brenan of Ramsgate, and the Rev. D. Reith of Greenwich. 

I wish to thank the many friends of the Society's work who have 
rendered deputational help in my district in the past year. 



REPORT OF DEPUTATIONAL TOUR IN FRANCE, ITALY, 

AND SWITZERLAND. 

By the Rev. James Thomas. 

France. 

Beginning at Tours : — Good collections were made after services 
on Sunday, January 31st. Proceeding to Bordeaiix I was received by 
the Society's friend and honorary Secretary, Mons. J. B. Couve, who 
for many years had endeavoured to deepen the interest of his fellow 
citizens in our work. A wet and stormy night seriously affected the 
meeting, but the contribution from the city was the largest it had ever 
made. This was due to the zealous efforts of Miss Thompson. It was 
a great grief to me to learn, on my return to England, that M. Couve 
was dead 1 An irreparable loss to his family — an incalculable loss to 
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the Protestant work of Bordeaux as well as a great loss to oar Society. 
Wet weather accompanied me to Arccbchon, and greatly lessened the 
attendance at the seryice. At Biarritz an excellent meeting w^as held 
in the Library of the English Church, presided over by my host, the 
Rev. G. E. Broade, who left his sick room in order to further the 
interests of the Society — a manifestation of sympathy which, I regret, 
cost him several weeks of serious illness. At Pom our valued friend, the 
Rev. George Brown, received me as his guest, and arranged for me to 
pt'each in his Church. The meeting was held in the Grand Hotel, pre- 
sided over by Bishop Helmuth, after which a collection of 347 francs 
was made. At Nhnea I addressed a meeting of English visitors as 
well as a meeting of French residents, both of which had been arranged 
by Mons. Faucher, my host. At Marseilles, the Consular Chaplain, the 
Rev. T. C. Skeggs, arranged a drawing-room meeting for the Society at 
the residence of Mrs. Carr, which was attended by some of the most 
influential English and American residents of the city. An evening 
meeting in the Reformed Protestant Church was largely attended by a 
deeply interested native audience. Mr. and Mrs. Westerman received 
me as their guest. The meeting at Hyeres was held in the Grand 
H6tel des ties d'Or. The English Chaplain and our honorary Secretary, 
Colonel Wright, did much to make it successful. Our colporteur for 
the district was present, and gave an interesting account of his work. 
Colonel Wright very kindly entertained me at his villa. Our anni- 
versary at Gam/nea was overshadowed with the gloom of the death of 
our honorary Secretary, F. Bishop, Esq., who by personal effort and 
generous gift had made the whole Riviera Auxiliary a very valuable 
aid to the Parent Society. Nor were his services limited to soliciting 
subscriptions and arranging for sermons and meetings ; but he com- 
pletely re-organized the Depot, lifting it out of a condition of confusion 
and financial embarrassment to its present state of efficiency and 
usefulness. His death has been a loss indeed ! The Misses Bishop 
rec^ved me as their guest at Villa Ste. H^loise. I preached twice in 
the Presbyterian Church, where collections were made in aid of our 
work. An offertory was also made in Holy Trinity Church, after a 
sermon by the Rev. W. Brookes. The meeting, held in the McAll 
Mission Room, was presided over by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop 
of Gibraltar. General Chamberlain, C.S.I., very kindly consented to be 
the Secretary ; Miss Penelope Bishop to be the collector, and Miss Lisa 
Bishop to be the Secretary for the Dep6t. The Free Contribution from 
Cannes amounted to 1,250 francs. The meeting at Nice was ruined by 
the Carnival, but very generous collections were made in the Scotch 
Church, after sermons by the Rev. Dr. Murray Mitchell and your 
deputation. To the Rev. D. Henderson, honorary Secretary of the 
branch, the Society is very greatly indebted for most valuable service. 
At Mentone the Rev. J. E. Somerville arranged to hold the meeting in 
the Presbyterian Church, but the great rainfall made it impossible for 
many to attend, yet the collection amounted to 245 francs. 

Italy. 

,. At Bordigk^a Dr. George MacDonald kindly invited both residents 
and visitors to a drawing-room meeting in his villa. The attendance 
was large, and the collection the best of any of the series up to that 
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point. Dr. and Mrs. MacDonald have laid the Society under the 
greatest obligation by annually placing their villa at the service of the 
Society. They also entertained the deputation as their guest. The 
Kev. Dr. Morgan, English Chaplain at OspedcUettiy held a meeting in 
H6tel de la Iteine, where a drawing-room was generously offered him 
by the proprietor. At JSan Remo the E«v. G. L. Fenton once more 
held a meeting in Villa Oarli and showed me hospitality. I greatly 
regret Mr. Fenton's return to England from Italy, because he kindly 
arranged for the meetings every year. I was glad to meet Colporteur 
Petrai in the town to talk over with him some matters connected with 
his very difficult work. At Genoa the Rev. Donald Miller welcomed 
me to the Parsonage, and placed his pulpit at the Society's service ; 
a good collection was made after the sermon. The children of the 
Sunday School also made a collection to aid our work. The Italian 
meeting on the following evening was also well attended. Leaving 
Genoa I held meetings in Pisa and Leghorn and proceeded to Naples, 
where I preached twice in the Scottish Church, receiving large collec- 
tions. The Italian meeting in the same building was well attended on 
the following evening. The English meeting was held in the English 
Church room, at which the collection amounted to 368*95 francs. In 
addition, my host, M. Gutteridge, Esq., gave 100 francs, his son, 
Master Norman Gutteridge, collected 110 francs, T. R. Guppy, Esq., 
contributed 50 francs, making a total of 854,0*5 francs. But this is 
not all for a Committee has been formed in the city to forward our 
interests. The visit to Naples of Signor Meille, the Society's Italian 
Agent, a little before my coming, had awakened much interest in our 
work, for Mr. Meille gave an address at a meeting of English 
residents which was greatly appreciated. Mr. Gutteridge, know- 
ing that I was anxious to meet the colporteurs of Southern Italy 
who were in the neighbourhood, invited them and the missionaries 
to dinner to meet me. It was a great privilege to address our 
colporteurs and endeavour to make them realize that they were 
fellow labourers with translators and missionaries and all the members 
of the Society in the endeavour to spread abroad the Gospel of the 
Grace of God. In JRome I was welcomed as guest by the Society's 
warm friend, Oheyn^ Brady, Esq., who arranged a drawing-room meet- 
ing for the Society in his own house. The Kev, Dr. Gray placed his 
ptilpit at my disposal for sermons for the Society ; generoiia collections 
being made afterwards in aid of our work. The Italian meeting was 
very sparsely attended. But the most important service rendered in 
Borne was the formation of a strong, representative Committee, having 
Dr. Gason for President, Dr. Young for Treasurer, and F. A. Searle, 
Esq., as Secretary. In addition to soliciting and receiving contribu- 
tions for the Society, this Committee will do all it can in co-operation 
with the Italian Agent, to help forward work in Italy. I was glad to 
hold a conference with our own colporteurs, the colporteur of the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, and our Depositary in Home, and 
to spend some time with them hearing of their work, and trying to 
encourage them in carrying it on. In Florence the Society's long- tried 
and valuable friend, the Bev. Dr. Macdougall, received me into his 
home and gave collections after both sermons to the Society's funds, 
amounting to 304*15 francs. The public meeting was held in the 
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library of Holy Trinity Church, presided over by the Chaplain, when 
258*50 francs was collected. The Italian meeting was very large and 
enthusiastic. In Venice I was the guest of the Chaplain of the Presby- 
terian Church, the Rev. A. Robertson, who gave the Society a collec- 
tion. An Italian meeting, well attended, was held in the Chiesa 
Libera. Groing on to Mila/n I found an audience which filled the large 
Waldensian Church. At Turin tod there was an excellent meeting, 
which ended my work in Italy. 

Switzerland. 

At Geneva 1 was honoured by being the guest of Madame Merle 
D'Aubigne. The meeting was held in Mons. Necker's large drawing- 
room which was filled by a very influential assembly. The collection 
was 275 francs. For the remainder of my stay in Switzerland I was 
the guest of the Kev. A. Buscarlet, the well known Chaplain of the 
Presbyterian Church in Latisanne. He gave sermons and collections 
in his own church, introduced me to some of the important Ekshools in 
the city, which I addressed, and arranged the public meeting over 
which the Bev. D. G. Davies, the English Chaplain presided — the 
total contributed from Lausanne being 424*80 francs. The Rev. G. 
Akehurst kindly arranged for an address in Veveyt and the "Rev. J. G. 
Bullock at Clarene. On my homeward way I attended two meetings in 
Lyons arranged by the Rev. H. lister, the English Chaplain, the one, 
a drawing-room meeting in the United States Consulate, when Dr. and 
Mrs. Fairfield kindly invited their friends to meet your deputation ; 
and the other a French meeting held in the room of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. At the drawing-room meeting a collection of 
98*00 francs was made ; but I was given only the insignificant sum of 
3*45 francs at the close of the largely attended French meeting. I 
confess I felt ashamed again and again in France at the slight gifts 
of French people to help a Society which spends such large sums in 
giving the Scriptures to their own country. 



§ 51. VOLUNTARY HELPERS. 

The list which follows is, happily, one which increases 
year by year. It is at the same time merely representa- 
tive. No complete list can be given of all those whose help 
is as voluntary as it is valuable. The Committee are fully 
assured that many of the Society's warmest friends are un- 
named in any of its public records, and that not a few 
would shrink from the acknowledgment of service which 
they so gladly give. No acknowledgnent, indeed, can be 
too cordial of the patient service of so many who in the 
Colonial as well as the Home fields bear the good work in 
their hearts. Among them everywhere Christian women 
have their own incommunicable place, and to their tireless 
labour and spiritual zeal the Society owes much of its 
strength and prosperity. 
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HONORARY COUNTY SECRETARIES, 

The following is a list so far as appointments have been made : — 

E. Neston Habershon, Esq., The Firs, Edenbridge, Kent ... For South Surrey. 
W. Shepherd Allen, Esq., J. P., Woodhead Hall, Cheadle, 

Stoke-on-Trent „ Staffordshire. 

Frederick Monk, Esq. , 2 Park Street, Bolton „ the Bolton Divi- 
sion of Lancashire. 
Robert Heath, Jun., Esq., J. P., Greenway Bank, Stoke-on- 
Trent „ Staffordshire. 

The Rey. F. A. Wodehouse, B.A., The Rectory, Gotham, 

Kegworth, Derby „ Nottinghamshire. 

The Rev. Charles Oldfield, M.A., All Saints' Vicarage, 

Stamford „ the Stamford Divi- 
sion of Lincoln. 
Captain Herbert Hart, Clare College, Stamford „ the Stamford Divi- 
sion of Lincoln. 
Watson Askew-Robertson, Esq., J. P., D.L., Ladykirk, Nor- 

ham, R.S.O., Northumberland „ North Northum- 
berland. 
The Rev. A. H. RumboU, M.A., The Vicarage, Thorpe-le- 

Soken, Colchester , „ East Essex. 

Reginald Buahell, Esq., J. P., Hinderton Lodge, Neston, 

nearChester „ the WirraU Divi- 
sion of Cheshire. 
Joseph Pollard, Esq., High Down, Hitohin „ North Hertford- 
shire. 
The Rev. E. ^W. Collimjon, M.A., The Rectory, Watton, 

Hertford „ South-East Hert- 
fordshire. 
The Rev. J. Grant Bird, Christ Church Parsonage, Staly- 

bridge „ the Manchester 

Division of Lanca- 
shire. 

Miss Johnstone, Elworth Street, Sandbach „ the Crewe Division 

of Cheshire. 
The Rev. C. M. Gough, M.A., The Vicarage, Steeple 

Claydon, Winslow , ,, a portion of the 

County of Buck- 
ingham. 
The Rev. S. W. S. Allen, The Vicarage, Cratfield, Halesworth „ the northern sec- 
tion of Suffolk. 
The Rev. William Eewley, The Vicarage, Ulpha, Bioughton- 

in-Furness „ theUlverstonDivi- 

slon of Lancashire. 
The Rev. Carr J. Glyn, M.A., The Rectory, Witchampton, 

Wimbome „ . the County of 

Dorset. 
The Rev. J. R. H. Duke, M. A., The Vicarage, Stevington, . 

Bedford ,, NorthBedfordshire. 

The Rev. A. A. Harland, M.A., The Vicarage, Harefield, 

Uxbridge „ parts of Middlesex, 

Buckinghamshire, 
and Hertfordshire. 

John R. Vaizey, Esq., Attwoods, Halstead „ part of the County 

of Essex. 
Theodore Harris, Esq<, J. P., The Cedars, Leighton-Buzzard „ the Southern Divi- 
sion of Bedford- 
shire. 
The Rev. J. W. Hodgson, The Vicarage, Chalgrave, 

Leighton-Buzzard ,, the Southern Divi- 
sion of Bedford- 
shire. 
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John Weston, Esq., Northwich For the Northwich 

Division of Che- 
shire. 

Mrs. Taylor, Prospect House, Thombury ,, the Thombury 

Division of Glou- 
cestershire. 
The Rev. A. P. Eeynolds, The Vicarege, Kingsley, Prodsham, 

near Warrington ..'. ,. „ the Frodsham Di- 

- vision of Che- 
shire. 

W.Bell, tsici., Penrith ;..: :.:... ' „ South-East Cum- 

•   berland and 
^fCorth West- 
moreland. 

T. Douglas, Esq., Darlington ,, West Durham. 

The Rev. T. F. Salt, M.A., The Vicarage, Curbar, Sheffield... „ the Buxton and 

High Peak Dis- 
trict. 

The Rev. R. Rew, Buxton ,, the Buxton and 

and High Peak" 
• , • District. 

HELPERS IN GENERAL WORK, 



Rev. Canon Acheson. 
Rev. George J. Adeney. 
Right Rev. Bishop Alford, 

D.D. 
Rev. S. W. S. Allen. 
Rev. E. A. Arthurs. 
Dr. Baedeker. 
Rev. J. Baker. 
Rev. A. E. Barnes -Lawrence. 
Rev. R» L. Bamett. 
Rev. J. B. Barraclough. 
Rev. J. Grant Bird. 
J. Bevan Braithwaite, Esq. 
Rev. J. 0* Brown. 
Rev. Dr. Bruce. 
Rev. Canon Burbidge.- 
Rev. J. C. Burnett. 
Rev. Preb. Bntta&dhaw. 
Rev. E. P. Cachemaille. 
Major-General Camegy. 
Rev. H. Theo. Cavell. 
Captain Chapman. 
Rev. C. V. Childe. 
Rev. F. S. Clark. 
Rev. Jam«s I. Cohen. • 
Rev. E. W. Collinson. 
Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq. • 
Rev. H. A. Crabbe. 
R. N. Cust, Esq., LL.D. 
Rev. W. H. Dalton. 
Rev. W. Dryburgh. 
Rev. Joseph Dunne. 
Rev. Canon Edmonds. • 
Rev. George Edgcome. 
Rev. Allen T. Edwards. 
Rev. J. B. Figgis. 
Rev. R. Forster. 
Rev. H. E. Fox. 
Rev. T. Howard Gill. 
Rev. Canon Girdlestone. 
Rev. W H. Girling, 



Rev. Cara J. Glyn. 
Rev.- Fairfax Goodall. • 
Rev. W. Wilkes Gosse. 
R«v. W. Fuller Gouch. 
Rev. C. M. Gough. . 
Rev. Dr. Grittoii. • • 
El Neston Habershonj Esq. 
Rev. J. H. Hancock. 
!Rev..A* Hurdy. 
Rendftll Harris, Esq.- 
Theodore Harris, Esq. 
W. H. HaiTis, Esq, 
Rev. J. -H. Hewlett. 
Rev. H. E. Holmes. . 
0. H. Hooper, Esq. 
Rev. Canon Jacob. 
Rev. C. T. Jex-Blake. 
Rev. R. A. Johnson. 
R^v. P. W. JordAii. 
Rev. E. A. Kempson. 
Rev. W. Kewley. 
•Rev. Brooke Lambert. 
Rev. F, La Trobe. 
Rev.'W. G.'Lawes. 
Rev. L Levinsohn. 
Rev. F. A. C. LiUington, 
Ven. Archdeacon of London. 
Rev; Professor Lumby,D.D. 
Rev. Dr. MacEwan. 
Rev. W. MacManns. 
Rev. H. McNeile. 
Rev. W. G. Mallett 
Rev. R. W. Mansfield. 
Rev. C. Marsdii. 
Rev. Heni-y Martin. 
Rev. F. A. Leslie Melville. 
Right Rev. Bishop Mitchin- 

son, D.C.L., D.D. 
Henry Morris, Esq. 
Ven. Archdeacon Moule. 
Rev. G. F. W. Mumby. 



Rfev. Arthur Mnrsell. 

Rev. J. Nettleton. 

Rev, W. M. Noble. 

Rev. E. Reeves Palmer. 

Rev. J. W. PauU. 

Rev. Dr. Payne. 

Rev. Dr. Peake; 

Rev, W, Peterson. 

Rev. P. F. J. Pierce. 

Rev. A. C. Pittar. 

W. Porter, Esq. 

Rev.. J. S. Rae. 

Rev. A. P. Reynolds. 

Rev. J. Rhodes. 

Rev. J. S. E. Rogers. 

Rev. R. Rogers. 

R. B. Rutter, Esq. 

Rev. F. E. Sadgrove. 

Rev. George Sadler. • 

.Rev. J. Sadler. 

■Rev. Canon Scott-Moncrieff. 

Rev. W. M.- Shepherd. 

Rev. C. P. Sherman. 

Rev. James Sibrce, Jun. 

Rev. J; Ford Simmons. 

Lord Bishop of Sodor and 

Man. 
Ven. Archdn. of Southwark. 
Rev. W. S. Swanson. 
Rev. A. C. Thistleton. 
Rev. T. W. Embleton 

Thomas. 
Rev. G. Thompson. 
Rev. Canon Tristram, D.D, 
Rev. M. N. Walde. 
Ven. Archdn. of Warrington. 
Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe. 
Rev. S. J. Whitmee. 
Very Rev. the Dean of 

Winchester. 
Rev. F. A. Wodehouse. 
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§ 52. INSTITUTIONS AIDED. 

In the very nature of the work the Bible Society is the 
ally of the great missionary and other Christian agencies, to 
which supplies of the Scriptures are..a prime necessity* 
The obligations of the leading Missionary Societies have 
from time to time been heartily acknowledged.^ But 
there are many less familiar instances of which some 
details are given here. They are necessarily incom- 
plete, but they sufficiently illustrate the nature and the 
extent of the aid which is being constantly and readily 
granted. 



The London Bible and Domestic Mission. 

With the same President, and receiving as it does an 
annual subsidy from the Bible Society, the miasion to which 
Mrs. Selfe-Leonard devotes he^ energies has a special 
plfifcce in theBe pages. In the December issue of its excellent 
magazine — Bible Women and Nurses — there will be found 
a full account of the year's work. 

Work of the Mission. 

The Mission employs 130 Bible women ^nd 82 Nurses in all parts 
of the metropolis under the guidance of 160 Lady Superintendents. 

41 Bible ^omen az^id 2 Nurses, a^se affilia^^ tod ei^g^tged^ in similar 
work abroad. . 

The central office of the Mission is at 2, Adelphi Terrace, Strand, 
W.C, where all* applications respecting the -work and Homes should' be 
made. Capdidates for Biblewomen or-Nuriuea are seen on Friday 
mornings, between 1 1 and 1 o'clock. The nurses here receive medical 
comforts, clothing, 4iz;c., from the c^fttHaL . stoi^room on. Tuesday 
mornings. .l\ ... 

The following Homes are in> connection with the .Mission: — Work-« 
ixjig Girls' Dormitory, 47, Parker Stre^t^ 609 k)dger8 are here annually 
received and lodged on payment of 'foiu;pen.Qe a n%ht. Training 
School for Yoimg Servants, 47, Parker Street. Young« girls are trained 
for service, placed in situations, and their in^erest^s^ Watched. Con* 
valescent Home, Southend-on-Sea. And Home of Best for Workers, 
Brighton. . 

^ See a series of papers — 'The Bible Society and the Missionary Societies' — 
appearing in the Monthly Reporter. 

B B 
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Objects op the Society, 

1. To supply the poor districts with a Biblewoman who calls from 
bouse to hoiAS^ for t)ie purpo^ei of selling the Bible by small weekly 
payments. 

2. She also strives to gain a personal influenoe over those visited, 
and) where possible, to read and pray with them. 

3« She invites poor * women to the Mothers' Meeting, where the 
Bible is read and simply esxplaii^ed by the lady who superintends the 
Biblewoman and her distriot. 

4. The Biblewoman also visits the sick and dying* By this method 
hidden- cases of distress are frequently brought to light. 

5. To provide trained Nurses - who attend the poor in their own 
boiaae. 

6. To maintain a Seaside Home for the convalescent patients of the 
various districts. 

Foreign Work. 

' " • ' ■'•'''. 
During the past year we have been obliged, owing to want of funds 

for thi$. special worj^i.tq 'withdi:aw most pf the grants made; to Foreign 

Biblewomen. 

The continue^ liberdlity of the British and. Foreign Bible Society 

hjiiu^'al4>ne enabl^ ti& to su{)poi^ the native agents and^^some others. 

. . Our numbers arernow tweiitfy*seven'in all as against forty-one last 

The need for this special agency ws^ never more urgent than at 
present, and it is a great sorrow to us that we are unable to meet the 
constant requests for help which come to us. 

/ , .:/ .V EXHIBFTIONS. 

• Mr; 'OeOTg5e^Ni(?hoil8- gives a brief accotiiit of what was 
done at the ^phuroh. Congress Exhibition, Rhyl — an iJlus- 
trfttioD^ of gfinul^r. diipfftsion oJf Scriptures and of information 
^bcnrt tbe Society when oppoFtunitie^ arS' afi'orded. 

. . The- Eodesiastioal Art £i(hibiti<m was held in a special buOding 
erected in the summer gardens, and near the Congress HaU. Tl^ 
attendance both of Ui6 clergyand visitors was T^ery large, eoitsiderable 
isitereBt being shown in the operations of the Society. The sales were 
i06tiBibles, 22^ TeBtameaibB, 1^ Testaments and Psalms, 671 Pbrtions, 
and 100- Ma/^ J^nes — value £IS 12^. lid,, being nearly dottble tbe 
amount realised at HxlVL 

' . The grMS total of copies sold was 1;118, a larger excess l^an usnal, 
in a large measure owing to the Half-penny Gospels and Mary J&nef. 
Over 3,500 leaflets and miscellaneous papers were given away, and 
120 versions displayed. 
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This report fircmi th^ Bhjl Congresiel igs spemlbU^^ satisf 
factory, and seems to ^ show that interest in the '&^eiety'd 
work has been increasing. Never before, except in the 
two * Penny Testament Years,' 1885 aixd 10^9 hqive the 
sales been so good* 

Emigrants and Troops. ... 

It is the practice of the Society to present Bol4wrs '. ajxd- 
sailoi^ starting for active service, and jemigrantsy wdtks 
copies of the Ne\^ Testament or with Poiftioils: The 
Mission to teamen and the Thames Church Mission hate 
rendered valuable. aid in putting these gilts i^to tl^e proper 
hands. .'■•'! :• \ ■.' 

Sailors, FiSBCBiukfiEN, and Bargemen*' . 

The table indicates whiat has been dp»e. during the 
yeau in oonneetion with Societies at work among) th^ae 
classes. : , ' 



-»-»- 



mi. 



Thames Churbli Mi^dtf : U...i.. 
Missions to SeameiT' tkiw.V^L... 
British and Foreign Sailors' 

Society 

Missions to Deep Sea Fishermen 
Association for Supplying 

Scriptures to Foreign Sailors 



Total 



" 'J \ i';' 



*+-* 



BibUa. 



"7136 

865 
49 

1,118 



3,718 



-t~-t- 



Tests. 

( ; t   * ' -r 



1,600 
.lvU-7 

^,373 



1,148 



8,133 



Portions. 



^4-t+- 



vu 



100 



1,152 



1,417 



. Value'kt reduced 



t — t  *< 



^S91 1? 8 

: U8 6 4. 

37 1^ ' a 

'4 18 0' 
139 8 



£892 11 
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Tke Mowiiig list ^ill give soihe idea:\x>f ' tlis' j^thjit^ of 
the year, so far as their Variety and exteiit is coiicerti^d :' 



Self -Help Emigtatibtt Society: ^ 
Lrv^tpool Sh^ifiriikg WoiAes ior 

Destitute Gi^ildrimi 
Open Air Missj^on. 
Rescue and !ClvahgelisationMission. 
Nbtilifighani tJctavalesc^nt Somes. 
Maternity Society. 
Missions to Seaniien. ' ' 



• ' I 



Oielfeda Cfhrfdtikn fe^ittetfe ibr 

YdungMen^i . - ^ 

^b}clieafet? Indu^trii^ Home. 
Chri3tian Missloi^ to Hop-pickers. 
tTniyeifeities* Mission., 
firltish JIbws' Sbcliety. -^ ^ 
BelSorlnatdry &tA B«f bgid tJfkloxi. 
.Qhnirohj Misaiqnavy ^lOci^ty^ ; 
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London Waaionxey Societ j. 

Church Army. 

Strangers' Best. 

Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion and numerous Branches. 

International Postal and Tele- 
graph Christian Association. 

Society for the Propagation of the 
€k)spel. 

Training Ship ComwdU. 

London Jews' Society. 

Commercial- Tniivellers' Christian 
Association. 

Salvation Army. 

St. Giles's Christian Mission. 

Women's Guild of Christian 
Service. 

Blackhurn Orphanage. 

Moore Street Home for Crippled 
and I)^stitute Boys. 

London City Missibn. 

Railway Mission. 

-Greenwich Seamen's Hospital. 

London Bible and Domestic 
Female Mission. 

Brighton Asylum for the Blind. 

Shaftesbury Institute. 

Common Lodging House Mission. 

St. Matthew's Home for Female 
Workers. 



Sunderland Society Jor supplying 
Home Teaching and Books for 
the Blind. 

Chui'ch of England Temperance 
Society. ' 

Baptist Missidnary SDciety. 

Deptford Wesleyan Mission. 

Bethesda Mission. 

Northern Counties Institute for 
the Deaf and Dumb. 

Southsea 'Association for Friend- 
less and FaUen Girls. 

British and Foreign Blind Associa- 
tion. 

Tramps* Mission. 

Plymouth and Devonport Peni- 
tentiary for Fallen Women. 

Shoreditch Christian Mission. 

Southwark Boys' Home. 

Elizabeth Fry Refuge. 

British and Foreign Sailors' 
Society. 

Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

Dr. Barnardo*s Homes. 

Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. 

Association for Supplying Scrip- 
tures to Foreign Sailors. 

Mariner's Friend Society. 



§ 53. KINDRED SOCIETIES. 

It is usual, in thiis section, t6 include brief summaries 
of tlie,worlj of the three sister Societies — the Hibernian, 
the American, and the Scottish. But. of the annual history 
of the first two no details have, unhappily, been received in 
time for use. The defect is, in a . pleasa^t way, recom- 
pensed, as regards America, by the visit of the Rev. Dr. 
Morrow of Philadelphia— the accredited delegate from the 
Society in New York, and his interesting and cordial 
address in Exeter Hall As regards Ireland it was this yeai* 
as last the pleatent duty of the Society's Editorial Super- 
intendent to convey to the meeting of the Hibernian 
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Society in Dublin the friendly regards of the Committee 
in London, and Dr. Wright received, as he has always 
done, a characteristically warm welcome. The contributions 
of the year (^500 from the Society and £100 from the 
Auxiliary at Belfast) are continued and welcome evidence 
of a desire to share in the Society's work. 



The National Bible Society of Scotland. 

The latest report of the Scotch Society is in some 
respects one of the most encouraging it has issued. The 
income and the returns of circulation are both high, and 
the accounts of the year, in Mr. Slowan's words, ' brim 
over' with evidences of good accomplished. No better 
summary can be inserted here than that presented at the 
Annual Meeting held on February 1 7 in Glasgow. 

In submitting the Directors' Report for 1891, Mr. Slowan said — 
It is gratifying to report that the income of the year,- £32,436 6«. 10. 
(last year X35,521 Is. lOd.), has moi:e than met the expenditure. Speak- 
ing roughly, one-third of this amount may be said to come from the 
sale of Scriptures, one-third from annual subscriptions, and one-third 
from donations and legacies. While far from thinking that the income 
has reached its maximum, it would be ungrateful not to acknowledge 
that it is now fourfold what it wc^i thirty years ago, when the first 
Report of the United Society was presented. There is perhaps no 
other country that gives for Bible Society purposes on the same scale, 
in proportion to population, as Scotland. This, however, is not the 
question, but rather, When will Scotland giye fov the Bible in some 
proportion as the Bible is giving to Scotland ) 

The issues, 673,862 copies, (last year 673,017) including 157,208 
Bibles, 155,082 New Testaments, and 361,572 Portions, are slightly 
over those of 1890, and, like the income, have rarely been exceeded. 
It may be noted that though 492,566 copies were sent abroad this 
year, the home issues were nearly double the entire circulation reported 
for 1861. 

It would be strange if work like this were left without tokens of 
the Divine blessing. The Report brims over with them. We are 
cheered by a larger circulation in Spain ; by the assurance that " Ifo 
book at present is so largely bought or finds so many readers in Italy 
as the Book of God " ; by new doors of entrance into India ; and, in 
spite of many adversaries, by a wonderful acoess to China. But these 
are only means to an end, and we have this year seen greater things 
than these. When the Island of Elba was visited in 1891 by Dr. 
Gordon Gray he found two congregations and a real work of grace, 
testifying to abiding fruit from good seed sown there by the Society 
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in 1-861 ; and, yet again, tbjg ^ar.otip <x»lpoFtog6'li88 1^ to the open- 
img M .two new evangelLBtic atatioQB in Italy. IfTot a few conrrerts ace 
.declared W<9^ Indian carireBponcUots to be tropjiie&of the Word circu- 
lated hy tneu; ^Qn. Time fails me to recapitulate the individual con- 
versions reported. 



§54. CoifOLTOION. 

As we approach the end of this survey, there are two 
fftcte which — never entirely absent from th^ thoughts as it 
proceeded — seem to become clearer and more emphatic at 
its close. 

.The first is the advance, specially within recent years, 
of the Society's own work. No minute comparisons may 
be made, but let us go back to the Report which sum- 
marised the hist(M:y of 1881. Since then nine new 
Agencies haV^ been formed, fifty new languages have 
taken their placp on the list of translations, a million of 
copiBs have been added to the annual circulation. There 
is something more than this, allAough it is less definite 
and tangible, and it' is difl&cult to give it precise expressioii. 
3ut as one turns the pages of that elaborate Report, it 
makes itself felt — we become^ aware how much the light 
has widened sin<5e then, and in how many places where 
there was comparative silence, there is now the stir and 
activity of life* Ten years ago in Italy a popular Bible 
was unknown — ^the Malaysia Agency had just been 
established — in Siberia the circulation for tiie year was 
tinder 3,000, nor had there arisen from the plains of India 
^hat voice npw so audible, so articulate, so full of earnest- 
uess, of the awakening people wh^ are turning to the 
Son of Man. 

The other fact touches more nearly the fIkaxoe of this 
^ver-enlarging enterprise, That has not increased step by 
step with the work, tor whic;h it is needed* Recent years 
hare indeed beeib-^it almost maiy he said-— <the later heroic 
age of missions ; we hear * evetywhere of new countries 
opened, of hundreds of volunteers : we think of what has 
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been done for Africa, for China, for people and tribes 
which once might have seemed hardly worthy of the 
translator's attention or of the missionary's care. There 
arrive morning by morning from the great lakes of Central 
Africa, from the centres of population and the outlying 
districts of India, — from east and west alike — despatches 
which have almost ceased to stir us because they have 
become so common. But to the Bible Society, what does 
* all this mean ? Work indeed, more and more copious 
supplies, enlarged issues — but immense expense also. The 
advance along the line of mission work implies correspond- 
ing drafts from the commissariat, and demands upon the 
resources of that Society, without which, as it is constantly 
confessed, there can be no satisfactory missionary advance 
at all. And if the income of the Bible Society be un- 
satisfactory, is it not because all this has been overlooked ? 
Have not Christian people forgotten that the first step is 
to strengthen the resources whence every new mission — 
every new departure and every enlarging work must 
draw? And if they did remember all this, should we 
then have to deplore the deficits of recent years, which, 
though filled with accounts of successful work everywhere, 
are depressed by returns of insuflBcient means ? Let aU 
this be kept full in view — as for the moment it seems to 
have been overlooked — and the Society will take that place 
in the regard of Christian people — not the second but the 
first, — which it holds in actual position and achievement, 
and be able to advance in the van of those ever-enlarging 
powers by which is being built up the Kingdom of God. 
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APPENDIX B. 



A RECORD OF TRANSLATION AND REVISION, 

1891—1892. 



N,B, — Mere reprints of existing versions are not noticed in this Abstract. 



Albanian Tosk (adapted Roman character). — On examination 
before going to press the v^ersion of the Psalms was found to be 
defective, and the liev. Dr. Thomson and the Rev. Gerasim Kyria§, 
Superintendent of Colporteurs in Central Albania, are now revising 
the MS., and forty Psalms are ready for the press. 

Altai-Earghiz Turki (Russia). — At the request of the Rev. W. 
Nicolson, the Society's Agent at St. Petersburg, the Committee have 
agreed to publish the Gospel of St. Matthew. The version was made 
by the Bishop of Tomsk, who is a great friend to the Bible Society, 
and has been most kind to the Society's sub- A gent, Mr. Davidson. The 
Bishop has to do chiefly with the Mission to the Altai-Kirghiz people, 
who number about 13,000 souls. This is the first version of the 
Scriptures in the language. 

Arabic (in Hebrew character). — The Book of Psalms has been 
added to the Gospel of St. Matthew, and the Gospel of St. John is 
now being carried through the press. The Portions of Arabic 
Scriptures in Hebrew dress have been so well received, that the 
Committee have resolved to publish the Pentateuch also. The 
transliteration and proof-reading are done by Mr. Irrsich, under , the 
care of the Society's Agent, the Rev. R. H. Weakley, of Alexandria. 

Ararat and Ancient Armenian.— A new edition of the l^ew 

Testament in diglot form, with palpable errors and printer's mistakes 
corrected, is now being printed in England. 

Ararat-Armenian. — The revised BiWe with marginal references 
is passing through the press at Constantinople, where the proofs are 
being read under the superintendence of Dr. Thomson, the Society's 
Agent. 

Badaga (South India). — ^The Gospel of St. Luke, traHslated|by 
the Rev. T. Liitze, has been published, and he has begun the trans- 
lation of the Gospel of St. John. The Gospel of St. Luke, in 
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Kanarese character has met with a fair reception, but the Government 
has made Tamil the official language of the Nilgiri hills, and that 
language is taught in the schools. The question as to the character to 
be used in future is now under consideration* 

Bald.— See Epi. 

Batta (Toba) {^* Sumatra). — At the request of Dr. Schreiber of the 
Rhenish- Mission the Committee have agvedd to print aa editimi of 
the Bible. The ^NTeWTestaitnent and Psalms ha^e already been published 
in Toba, and the missionarjie^. -have the Old Testament translated 
from Hosea to Malachi, and are proceeding with the other books. 
There are now 20,000 Christians who read the version. Dr. Schreiber 
will edit the edition as he did previous Portions. 

Bengali (North India). — The revision of the New Testament has 
been continued throughout the year, and the Calcutta Auxiliary report 
that the obscurity and ruggedness of the earlier versions are being 
removed by the ever-increasing part in this work taken by devoted and 
cultured Bengali Christians. The -Revision Committee ha*v© issued 
their translation of the Gospel of St. Luke' for criticism, and are now 
preparing to hand it over to the Auxiliary for publication. The revised 
Crospels of St. Matthew and St. Mark have been well received. The 
revisers have advanced to the lOth chapter of. St.' John. 

Bondei (East Eqtiatorial Africa), — In addition to the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, Archdeacon Farlerhas translated the Gospel of St 
Luke. The version of St. Luke, which was printed tentatively at 
Zanzibar, is being revised by the Archdeacon, with the help of two 
natives of Magua who are being educated in England, and the 
Committee have agreed to bring out a new edition of that Portion. 

Burma. — There has been much correspondence during the past 
j^eajT, with a view to the adoption of Judson's version, in a somewhat 
modi^ed form, fori^he use of all denominations, but as yet no final 
decision "has been arrived at. 

Catalan (Spanish Dialect).— A Committee are engaged at 
Barcelona on the revision of the New Testament under the care of 
the Society's Agent, the Rev. J. Jameson. 

Chagga (Mochi Dialect) (Bast" A'fr^a). — ^"At the request \rf the 
Church Missionary Society, the Committee have pubKshed un edition of 
the Gospel of St. Matthew. The version was made by the Rev. A B. 
3t0ggaU, of Moohi, Chagga^ fund has beeji' cai^riad through the prees 
by tho Rev. W. B. Taylor of the Church Missionary Society. This 
is the fip:st portion of the Scriptures published in the language of the 
people on the southern slopes of Kilima Njaro. 

GhiHeffe^-T-3]he' Executive Gommittee aft|)otntdd by the 8b«f)ghai 
Conifexttdcej 'me<j oa .Novetafaer l^vilbod; coaidbiued .in • 8e6si()n. iat fiye 
days in ithe tieH¥ hoTit8»^ of the Britisti afdd SV)irei^ Bible Society at 
Shanghai. They appointed translation committees for High Wenli, 
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Easy Wenli, and Mahflarin. Tkey also drew up a series of rules wilfti 
a view to fiannony of procedure and tlie unifipatibh of tlie entire 
work. 

The Rev. Dr. Allen, writing as Secretary of the Executive 
CammitteQ, <m Beoeznber. 3^ 13^1) sayS) ^'The tokbrea oaioe together 
in thje mofit-oordial ^Mrit, and a£ter a very 'diligeoit meeting of five 
^dayS) parted in kkve and esteem and returned ho]&e> ea^h to enter 
joyfully on the portion of . wprk allotted to him, !Never was am 
.«nterfn£ie mere auapiciously begun. The pr^eesioe and power of God, 
.-as at the Ccmference, abides with i^nd upon the brethren: and noiw 
that thie three great Bible Soeietiefi are at one, in full aoeor^, and 
promoting this work unto its ultiiaate ooxupletion, we confidently look 
forward to its rapid ptt>secution uid final success.'' 

In addition to the Committee we have the assurance that Bishop 
Moule and Bishop Schereschewsky, and Drs. Faber and Griffith John, 
will act as corresponding members, and give assistance from outside. 
Dr. Griffith John has placed his translations at the disposal of the 
Committee, and assured them of his sympathy- and prayers. T%e 
translators will have before them the results of the mature scholar- 
ship of all their predecessors in translation worft. 

OhineSB (Hi^ Wenli). — ^The following is the Gommittee set 
apart by the Executive Committee for the work of translation : Dr. 
Chalmers, Dr. Edkins, Dr. Sheffield, Rev. J. Wherry, and Bev. M. 
Schaub. 

Cfhinese (Easy Wenli).— Bishop Burdon, Dr. Blodget, Dr. 
Graves, Bev. J. C. Gibson, M.A., and B,ev. I. Genahr. 

Chinese (Mandarin). —I^r. Blodget, Dr. Mateer, Dr. Nevius, 
Rev, C, Goodrich, Bev. J. B. Hykes, Bev. G. Owen, and Bev. T. 
Bramfit. 

Chuana (S. Africa). — A- slightly corrected. edition of the 32mo. 

New Testament has been carried through the press by the Bev. i^, J. 

Wookey, and an interim edition- of the Bible \& new to be printed by 

the photo^rocess. It is hoped that these editions will me^t the. wants 

of the people until the version is thoroughly revised by a representative 

and scholarly committee. 

» • 

GbuViash (Bussian character),— rTha Four Gospels, translated by 
M. Jacpbl^ff^ Inspector o£ the ChuYasb, . Schools, of ^^Imbersk, have 
remained unpublished owing to the opposition of an influential official. 
ProfesscH* Bifc^ikoif has^ now undertaken to ,prixvt an edition, for this 
Society at his Institution. The Chuvash are . said, to n.uiq.ber., one 
million souls. 

t  ' • r ^ 

Derwad, Jatka, or MultaBi (N- l»dia).-r^The work* of tranela- 
tioQ and k'evisionhas been coivtinued throughout tbayear. 

Domimea-PMoi^ of French (West indies).— A.t the request of 
the Bishop of Antigua the Committee have agreed to pilblifih an edition 
of the Gospel of St. Mark, which the Bishop con sld^ts would be useful in 
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jDoxninica, 3t. Lucia, Grenada; and Trinidad, where it is the vernacalar. 
The yersion is being made by Dr. Hat, who speaks the patois. Dr. Hat 
is the author of a Hausa Grammar, which he compiled when living in 
Afriqa. 

Epi, Apij or Baki (New Hebrides). — The Committee have agreed 
to publish' the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Mark. The Gospel of St. 
Mark, translated by the Hev. H. M. Fraser, Presbyterian Missionary 
from Tasmania, and edited by the Hev. Dr. Steel, of Sydney, has been 
thoroughly revised by Mr. Fraser in the light of wider experience. 
The Gospel of St. Matthew is a new version, and has been gone over 
again and again to make the version as perfect as possible before 
publication. The Presbyterian Synod of the New Hebrides approved 
the work, and Mr. Fraser will carry the Portions through the press 
during a short visit to England. 

« 

Ersa-Mordvin (Bussia). — The New Testament was published by 
the first Hussian Bible Society, but the translation was imperfect, and 
the version has ceased to be published. The Mordvin people, who 
inhabit the banks of the Oka and the Volga and the Governments of 
Nijni-Novgorod and Kazan, are estimated at 1,200,000, and, accord- 
ing to the latest statistics, are increasing much more rapidly than the 
Bussians. The Committee have agreed to publish one Gospel revised 
by Candidate Paasonen. 

Fiji (S Pacific). — ^The Committee had agreed to bring out an interim 
edition of the Bible under the care of the Bev. James Calvert, but while 
preparations for undertaking the work were being made, the veteran 
translator and editor passed away. The work will now be edited by 
other hands. 

Flemish. — An edition of De Jonge's version of the Gospels and 
Acts, slightly corrected, has been carried through the press by Mr. 
Matthyssen. 

Fuhthow Vernacular (Boman character) (China). — ^The Com- 
mittee, at the request of Mr. Kenmure, the Society's Agent at Shanghai, 
have agreed to publish the Book of Psalms. The version will be set up 
in type from the' revised version in Chinese character by the Bev. G. 
H. Hubbard of the A.B.C.F. Missions. 

Fututia (New Hebrides). ^-At the request of the Bev. Dr. Gunn, 
(Conveyed to this Society by the Bev. Dr. George Smith, of the Free 
Ghi^rch of Scotland, the Committee have agreed to publish an edition 
of 500 copies of the Book of Genesis. The version was made about 
ten years ago by Dr. Gunn, who hopes to go to Sydney next year 
to carry the edition through the press. 

Ganda or Luganda (E. Equatorial Africa). — In 1887 the 
Bev. B. P. Ashe, Church Missionary Society, brought from Uganda 
thirteen chapters of the Gospel of St. Matthew, translated by himself 
and Mr. Mackay, and printed tentatively in Uganda. The Committee 
agreed to print the fragment, but were able to publish the Gospel 
cqmplete,, the remainder of the Portion having been translated by Mr. 
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Mackay. The final proofs were corrected in 1888 by the, Bev. C. W. 
Pearson. • . 

In 1890 a second edition of St. Matthew was prepared, tinder the 
care of the Rev. R. P. Ashe. 

In 1891 the Committee agreed to bind up an edition of St. John^ 
the version having been made and printed under the care of Mr. Ashe. 
At the reciuest of the Church Missionary Society, the Committee agreed 
to encourage Mr. Ashe to proceed with the translation of the Book of 
Genesis. In the meantime the Rev. E. C. Gordon, Church Missionary 
Society, was proceeding with the Gospels of St. Mark and St. Luke. 

In September 1891, the Committee agreed, at the request of the 
Bishop of East Equatorial Africa, to bring out an exact reprint of Mr. 
Ashe's version of St. John's Gospel to meet the wants of the Mission, 
and an edition of 2,000 copies was published. 

The Committee have since published an edition of 4,000 each of the 
Four Gospels and Acts, half of which have been bound up . as one 
Portion and the other half as separate Portions. The Gospel of St. 
John of this edition is the work of the late Mr. Mackay and Mr. 
Gordon. Mr. Mackay translated to chapter xv. 9, igad Mr. Gor<ion 
completed and revised the whole by the help of two native scholars, 
Henry Wright Duta and Sembera Mackay. He also tranf^lated the 
Gospels of St. Mark and St. Luke. 

The Committee have also brought out an edition of 500 copies each 
of Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and the 
Revelation. These Portions were translated by Mr. G. L. Pilkington ' 
by the help of Henry Wright Duta, and revised and edited by Mr. ' 
Gordon. 

German. — ^The Committee have brought out an edition of the 
Petit Bible, small 8vo., and the New Testament and Psalms in 32mo. 
These editions contain for the first time the new orthography^ and also 
for the first time have the references indicated by letters instead of by 
asterisks and daggers. The text of the New Testament is throughout 
that of the last German revision. Of the completed Bible the text of 
the New Testament is revised, and the Old unre vised. This advance 
has been made under the care of Mr. James Watt, the Society's 
German Agent. 

The year has been made memorable in Germany by the completion 
of the revised Luther Bible, which was published on March 1, 1892. 

Giryama (East Equatorial Africa). — ^The version of St. Luke made 
by the Rev. W. E. Taylor, of the Church Missionary Society, has 
been published in parallel cplumns, with a version made in Mombasa 
Swahili by Mr. TaylT)r, who has edited the Portion. 

Glljarati(W; India).— The revision of the Old Testament has been 
continued throughout the year, and the preparation of references for 
the New Testament, of which it has been. agreed to print an edition. 
of 2,000 copies. The work is being carried out under the care of the 
Irish Presbyterian Missionaries. By the death of the Rev. Hormazdji 
Pestonji the Gujarati Translation Sub-Committee have lost a member 
of forty years' standing. ' 
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OwamlMI (S; Africa)— At the request of the Bev. Prof. L. Gauiiex 
of Lausanne, the Committee have agreed to hring out the Gospel of St« 
Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. The version has been made by 
the Missionaries of the Swiss Komande Mission, The language is 
spoken in the Transvaal Kepublic in the districts of Spelonken and 
Bokaha, but the greater number of the Gwamba are to be found 
further east, in the basin of the Limpopo, and near the Portuguese 
settlement of Lorenzo Marquez. They are suppose(f to number about 
1,000,000 souls. The proofs of these Portions are. being read by the 
Rev. A. JaqueSy of Tevey. 

Hainan (China). — >With the approval of the Committee on Voctia- 
colarr Versions,' this- Committee have agreed to publish the Qoi^els oi St* 
Mark, St. Luke, and St. John f<nr the iskxid of HainaUi < Tbo veanacxL 
was made by Mr. Jeremiassen, and has beenapprnved by his ooileagne 
in the Mission field, as - well as • by the Committee* oil Yemaoular 
Versions. Mr. Oilman has helped to revise the Portions, and will asnst 
in 'editing them. -The Committee have already published Mr.. Jese- 
miBUBS0Df*8 version<of the Gospel of St. Matthew, wkiefa has been foimd 
to meet the wants of the people. 

Hebrew, — During the year Dr. Delitzsch's New Testament has 
appeared iii what we trust will prove to be its final form.. The version 
has been carried through the press by Dr. Dal'man, of Leipzig, in 
accordance with Dr. Delitzsbh's last corrections. The following list 
will show the edition^ that have been printed^ and( will indicate to 
what extent the book has been called for. 



Delitzsch's Hebrew New Testament 



^' Edition. 

•• -l 

' 8 
4 
■'. fi. 

■- ? 

. 8 

9 

. 10 

11 



• 'Whito . 
, .^rinte^f, 

1877 
1878 
1880 

• 1881 
1888 

1886 
1886 
1888. 
.1^89' 
1891 



IN 16mo., 32mo„ and 8vo. 

' , . ' • • • 

. . 16mo. 



I 



•i 



< I 



Copfes. 

2,500 * 

2,500 

!^,500 

6,000 

5,170 

4,810 

5,850' 

5,000 

6,000 • 

4,900 . 

5,000 



H2mo. 

^' 
32° 

lis" 

32?" 

fi2° 

3^» 

82* 

8° 

«•«&• 
16° 



Total, 49,2di0 copies* 
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Plates or ' 
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type 

type 

pliktes ' 

pktes' 
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plates 

type 

provSo 

type _ 



.1 I 



Where. 

I«eigKig 
»f 

99 
9» 
*} 

ft 

f* 

Leipzig 



r 

Hindi (India). — On the tinanimtms recbmmendation^of the^JTorth 
India Auxiliary, supported hf the Society's Agent, Mr. J; A. Thomson, 
the Oommittee have agreed to associate. the Kev. Br. S. H. -Kelloeg.and 
the Rev. J, D. Bate with Dr.* Hooper in the translation of the Old 
Testament. Br. Kellogg is an American Presbyterian Missipnary, well 
known as the author of a Hindi Grammar, and Mr. Bate is a Baptist 
Missionary, the. author of a Hindi Dictionary, il^oth are emment Hindi 
scholars, and Mr. Bate has been engaged for twenty-two years on a 
version of the Old Testament, of which the Book qf Genesis has ti^B 
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paUkhed. Much is hoped for from the onited labours of. these three 
Hdndi and Biblioad scholars. 

The Oonomttee hove Buspended. the revision of the New Testameni 
iiiitil the Old is -oompletsd^ in order that the entire wcwk may if possibl*?^ 
proceed £ix)nL the same hands. 

Hindustani (Braille). — Mrs. Shirreff has prepared an alphabet 
smd Primer and some specimens^ with a. view to proiTidkig portions 
of the Seinptares for the blind. Miss Annie Sharp consideors Mrs. 
Shirreff^s Frilner adsnrable, and has made a beginning by. writing out 
some verses in aooordance with Braille's method^ which she> proposes- to 
introduce into h^ school at Amritsar^ Pangab. 

Hindustani Northern (Urdu) (Roman chaaracter)*— At the 
request of the Panjab Auxiliai^y^ conveyed through' the Rev. RobOTt 
Clark, of Amritsar, and supported by the €ft»urch Missionary SooiBtyy 
the Committee hiave agreed to bring out an edition of the smaJI 
Urdu Roman Bible with references, the text to- be followed being that 
corrected by the Rev. F. A. P. Shirrefl and the Rev, J, A. Lambert, in 
1887 and. 1B88: Mr. Bhirreff, who l»bs returned from India, has 
undertaken to carry^the new revised edition through -'tlie press. 

Hindustani Southern (Dakhani).— ip the early part of the 

year the first edition of the Acts of the^ Apostles in the reused ^lerm 
was issued fr6ii' the press by tjie Madirfes Auxiliary to 'thia Soeie*y. 
The Rev.'M. G. Goldsmith and his colleagues-, assisted by Mrs. ]V©6dyy 
of Bombay, have' revised the Book of (Jeiiesis. - Mir. Organe writes that 
the tide is rilnning strohffly in favour of TTrduin preferenceto Dakh&ni 
Hindastani, and'tidat rae eJdfer*Mr. Goldstnitti has- written from 
Hyderabad doubting whether the levifeed Oenedis shtMiM be • printed^ 
There is a growiiig desire for a rj3vised':IJrdu vewrieit, wilieh shaU be 
adapted, if possible,^ to in^et the^ wants' of the HindustaniHipeaking 
people of all parts of India. 

' « > • 

Hungiuiftp.fr— ;Tbe revi^on of the Bible under the presidency of 
BishopS^sz makes progress, but the progress hi^s bo€|ii slow during 
the year o^ying to the deatK of two eminent Hungarian scholars. 

Ibo (West -^frica)/-^At the request- 6f''the Church Missionary 
Society the Committee have agreed 'to publish a new version' of the 
Four Gospels brought home from the Niger by the Rev. H. H. 
Dobinficm^ '■ • « ,-,/._ • -f ^ 

Igbira (W. Africa). — ^^he version, of St. Matthew, transliated 
by the Rev. P. William^ of . Sierra Leone, and "brought before the 
CfOmmittee by the late Mr. Graham Wilmot Brooke, Has been published 
at the request of the Ghiirch Missionary Society. The language* is 
spoken by about 30,000 of the people. near to the junction of the Niger 

and Binu^.' 

' • '  . . " .1 

ItaUan^—^e Committee have provided a setrof eight map»for the 
8vo. Bible, which is now passing through the press undei^'the' esa^ 
of • the R^v. At Meilla,. of Eiorence, the Society's Agent in Italy* - 
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JaVft (Java charaoter). — At 'tho' beginning of the. year Mr» Jansz 
completed his version of the Bible, and since then the revisions, first, 
second, and third, have been proceeding bj the help of native scholars. 
The work advances slowly, but Mr. HafEenden. hopes to have the 
entire Bible published before the close of nexti year. Mr. Haffenden 
believes that the version has been made with conscientious care. 

4 

Java (Arabic character).— The transliteration made by Mr. Pen- 

ninga did not commend itself to scholars, and a native scholar has 

, prepared a transliteration which it is hoped will meet with acceptance. 

Mr. Hafienden has arranged for printing the Portion under the care of 

Mr. Sbellabear, of the American Mission Presa at Singapore. 

Judeo-Spaiush (Hebrew character)^ — Au interim edition of the 
New Testament, slightly revised, has been printed by the photo-process, 
under the care of Dr. Thomson, of Constantinople. At the request of 
the Committee a thorough revision of the New Testament has been 
undertaken by the Bev. D. B. Spence^ Missionaiy of the Established 
Church of Scotland at Constantinople, with the help of his assistant, 
Dr. Thomson acting as umpire in all questions of difficult};^ On the 
completion of the revision, it is intended to issue a new edition of the 
book in its final form from stereotype plates. 

Judeo-GermaXI (Polisll)* — Messrs. Colm and lichienstein have 
completed the translation of the Book of Jeremiah, and an edition of 
2,000 copies is being published from plates. The. work. thus far has 
been found satisfactory, and Messrs. Cohn and Lichtenstein have been 
(K>mmis8ioned by the Committee to proceed with, the translation of the 
book of Genesis.. Besides the. New Testamet^t, completed by. the late 
Mr. P. X. Hershon, Messrs. Cohn and Lichtenstein have now completed 
the Psalms, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. These books of the Old Testament 
were -undertaken, by the advice and under the care, of the late Dr. 
Dalit zsch, and the translators have now the assistance of Dr. D^litzsch's 
friend, Dr. Dalman. 

Kabyli (N, Africa). — The Gospels of St. Mark and St. Luke have 
been translat.ed by Mr. Cuendet, of Algiers, and the Committee, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Glenny, have arranged ' with Mr. Hocart,' of the 
French Wedejan Mission, and Mr. Lamb, of the Ij^orpk African 
Missip^j.tp meet Mr. Cuendet in Algiers, and revise the !|^ortions for 
publication. 

Kafir (S. Africa). — ^The revised New Testament is now published* 
It .passed slowly through the press, as proofs had to be sent out to 
Africa to Dr. Kropf , the editor. 

To meet a pressing want the Committee have agreed to publish a 
portable edition of the Bible by the photo-process. Palpable mistakes 
were cancelled in the text of the revised Bible, by the Rev. Dr. Bryce 
Boss, before being submitted to the photographers. About half the 
entire Bible has been corrected by the revisers for the fixed and final 
form of the text. A number of the natives still clamour. for the old 
un-revised and incorrect version. 

KaHarese (South India). — ^The revision work, which had been 
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agreed upon laat year, lias bee^i takfau ,in h^iid. A- ConujQijbtee 
has been appointed ooQsistmg of three missionaries of the Basel Mission, 
two of the Wesleyan Mission, and two of the London Mission. The 
following missionaries were chosen the members of this Coinmittee by 
their respective Societies : — 

Basel Mission : Bev. F. Ziegler. 

,, M. Hoch. 

,, H, A. Kanndinya, 
Wesleyan HiasJcm : », H. Haigh. 

„ J. A. VaneSy b.a. 
London Mission : >> ^* Lewis. 



t > 



£. P. Bice., B.A. 



This Committee held a sesedoii of f ouirteen days iu June, when prelimi- 
naries were: arranged, and the rendering of impprtant terms discussed. 
It was determined to begin with the New Testament and Psalms, and 
not to touch any other portion' of the Bible ttU these were finished. 
No competent missionary having the requisite leisure to act as chief 
reviser, it yr&^ resolved to try the plan of dividing the work among the 
revisers, working 'in three groups. In this way a tentative translation 
of St. Matthew's Gospel has been prepared to form the basis of a more 
careful revision by the whole Committee in a second meeting to be held 
in November, 1892. 

Trft^ftTi Tnrki (Russian character). — Professor Bibrikoff has 
agreed to print for this ' Society, at his Institution in Kamn, an 
edition of the Four Gospels trd.nslat'ed into the Russian character. 

Keapara or KerepunU (New Guinea). — ^The Gospel of St, Mark 
has been carried through the press at Sydney, under the auspices of tha 
New South "Wales Auxiliary to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
by the Rev. A. Pearse, of Kerepunu, New Guinea. This is the first. 
Portion of the Scriptures published in the Xeapara. Mr. Pearse has. 
also carried through the press at Sydney a book of Old and New 
Testament lessons, hymns, and the Catechism. 

Ktiasi (India). — ^The^printing of the Scriptures, which has been pro- 
gressing steadily for several years is now finished, and the complete Bible 
has been published. The version was made by the Missionaries of the 
Calvinistic Methodist Foreign Missionary Society, and the Rev. GriflSth 
Hughes has edited the edition. 

Kimbundu (W. Africa).— The Rev. H^li Chatelain, who in 1888 
translated the Gospel of St. John for the Society, is now engaged on the - 
Gospel of St. Luke, aided by a native scholar for whose literary services' 
the Society pays. Mr< Chatelain reports that, the language is spoken, 
from Loanda to the Quango River by a compact population numbering 
400,000. Of the 15,000 inhabitants of Loanda 5,000 can read. He 
says the language is understood all over Angola, and is the language 
of the working people of St. Thomas' and Prince's Islands. 

Koi(Telugu character) (India). — General Haig's version of St.Luke» 
revised and transliterated from the Roman to the Telugu character by 

C C 
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tM ftov^ J! atiTi Mi^; Okiii, wBb tia;titi^^i^si8«^o^/l«Ls B^n tneilreeeivBd 
Wtbe Koi settlterji tfri the slttpfesr of 'tlie-Crp(gef»''€lbdat'*«!y, Ift the 
aW^ce of Mt'. aUd Mtk. Cain no fiitthfer'teititfatlfoil -^roA: has been 
undertaken. ■>..-- 

Konkani ( W. India). — ^The labours of the Delegates have been sus- 
pended, owing to the de&th of the Hev. A. M&tkner and the advanced age 
of the Rev. S. Furtado.. Th€» Rev. P. Ott hopes at an early date to 
begin the work of tratnslarting Old Tflft^AOiyent Po^ons with native 
assistance. 

Kumuki (Arabio character). — The young Mollah who translated the 
Gospel of St. Matthew for Northern Dag[hestan in 1881, has revised 
aiid re^writte'li'lheTNirtioia t«>r>i»tietv^ ediliiiODr 'H«'l» At«ii«tt|g<iged- on 
a Yersion of Bt. Mbrk,^ whieh is now appr6aohdn^ ocwipletmi. 'Shi& 
tl*ata«latioir ^nd revision Vtron^ 4& bein^ ' oan*i^ out under the^ cave oi 
Mr.^M.-'A. M'«rrrison, t9ie'Socie4yVAgent<at^04eMiW'> 

, . Tftytt TO , — Xypc^psapjxi^l erj^o^s a^na .pflpaU^. mistakes , have been 
Cj92:f^cted in tl?!e plates of thej IjTf w Ifastame^t,, with a yiew to the 
pulilication of ». new edition/ .. 1. ,• ; ,..^.\ > , 

Malagasi— An^<Ji*^o*iof ^heO^ofefel b'PSt.^'l^ a POHion, 

has been published from electrotype plates. The copy wa's pi^pared 
froipa irbe lai^sjb rQyi^^.ofjthe J^^e^ T^tai^ent,, jjy tt^p,^v. ^. ^it|ree, 
who has f^lso cai^p^ tjiropgh t^e. p^e^s. 9Jfi eoitipii oi the./Bibte in 
small and portable fopu^i^ i^aceissary 'cprrect|ion^ Wngi made by the 
editor. 

JUHalay (^.r^tbic cbaracter.>.-;:'fhe' $obieWs ' iilfenl. kni Workets in 
lialaysiahay^ for some itime-be^nigreatly dK^s^t^sfied with ^he versions 
of the Sqriptureq in use.- Pi hya way tpCifinp,, in 189J0, the Bditorial 
^uperintendex)^ had an inj^rview with JSighop Hose, of jSin|;^pore, who 
kjpdly consented to undertake a i^^vision of t^fie i^xi^tlng versions. In 
accordance with this promise the Bfehop has organised a Revision 
Committee consisting of himself, the tlev. W . H. Gfomes, ^chdeacon J. 
Perh^mr^^ ^' ^tH^llabear.' The- ^^rk wilMp)^sub9)|rtte4 t^.t^e t^itp^^g 
schplar^: Mr, W, p.tMax!weU,> the Rev.'L,Q,Biig^.pfP<»^ng» Mr. Birch, 
magistrate of M^tiicoa»tha Rev., J. la 2)ehn4Qr, au 8,f,G(^JMBsiQnurj at 
Sarawak, and M?^^ iSai^enden, the Speiety's; Ag^iitt* ^ev' ^he preaent 
the revision is limited to the New Testj^meat. . The Bishop <^ 
Singapore's aim has been to set together a Committee of scholars who 
know Malay and Grreek, and ihe plan aidopied iii'^o iasM^diti^ii^uB^ 
lation, taking adt^htagie of dill older v^iioiTs, andi endeH'^oux^ing to 
produce an eJQdat^ite tratislatioiK,' not ineliBgaht as^a tratislktidn, and yet 
written for the fixost part iw the lAtkgvtiJge thdt' id spoken by educated 
people. The 'Revision Committee hv^pe to^rOduc^i 'a* version tllat inll 
be intelligible to all who know TMEaltty. ' • " ' / 

Malayalakn /(Soutb Inidi4).r'^M6etidsi|gs of^hs United BetviBicm Oom- 
mittee were held during the year at the Residency, Baighatty, bv the 
kind per'missicfn 'Of J. 0.' Hannyntton; ^fes^.', O.S: The Gospels '» St. 
M0.rk, St. Luke, tod St. Johb, IflikeAdts'oft^ Apostles, «tnd the E^ifirtte to 
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the I|tbtt][^A^ wblidreriSQd and passed. :A' tentatlx^^ dl^tldn'o^kfif^^piefii 
y^ Ije'c&^ttlated amotog^ scholar^ for consideration 'befoi^^'tb«r'ti^llbii 
fr ptfblfeli^fd^ f or '^eherjcl ciifculatibn. -Tiie 1st and'^dJEpi^tfektbtte 
€kfrMhiAn^bx&ffhe Epistle to the Galatifins will be iraxt tkkei Itf huiift. 

. MialQ (^^w H«brid«&).— The .(Josppl of Sfr, Maji ha^ been Dwated 
at SydnejfpriW, Society . ^e tWa^n wa^ ni^deW ^;j»g; 7; 
D. LanddlS; missionary oF t Ae Prepay terian UAuycn j)% -Ne.W ^utli 
Waiesy TPliQ yersioiji is intended foi? tl^e Islaad of SjD. Ba^tholof^ew, as 
it IS gen^all^ <3alled, atid tlis language resembles tliat. spoken, i4 
If^gu^a, £fat^, Tonga, and otlver isl^ds in tha '^lidj^le, t^f ^ne g^qup^ 
Tte, people who speak the Ifipguage a,re mostly n^atKen/ ..(-.,' 

Mfaori (!^©w Zealand). —^ The Venerable Archdeacon W, Li 
Williams, of Gisborne, who prepared marginal references for" the 
Kew,:Xe«fcamttit^is.now .pr#pating . wiairginf,! jpi^^xPP^^ ^ ^tf^ld 

• ' I ' 

I • '• 'i' . « • • , . -A  • f I J 1 » 

Marathi (South India). — ^The Revision Commit|tee,«h%ve J?f9en 
at work for several months holding meetings weekly, and they have 
revMedl tW^fe* chapters- of ' the Gcipel.of^ S'fe.' Mattfe^w." M^^iom- 
mitteis haJv^' ^Al^ei^d -a seveir^ los^'by'the-deatRolf^ttie R^. fEM.^Nttiwyen 
8he8hfedl^f;'4rlf6'had be«tti a ttteitfMr Af the M^a^M '4\*ahslkt?te >^1> 
eomrnkmiidf^ tiiMy^six jeeLTd: H*" aidfeditt th^:r€^M6ii of tte'KeW 
Tteta^en*-^ibhWa8ptrbiish*d'inl985.  "• -^ '" '' 

. Mare (LoyaHyIsltfik«rs'>.— Jt'#*fi awutigdd'ki' ISSS'thrtt-^he^'&ev. 
S.. M^ Cres^gh should j.oin thfa Rev. J. Jpn^s ^t ^a.r^, tg ca^^ out the 
translation and pyfcion of t*hi3 Bible, wlvich they hpped tb cbtApfeie in 
1889. . The Frencjir, however, arrested. Mr. .tTone^, under circjimstances 
of e;KcepiiQJnal harshness, and deported him to Koumea, New Galedonia! 
Mr. Jonas "returned to England^but failed, either ,tQ getcomp^nssktion 
for hifi property t bat had been conftscated, or permission to^ return to 
Mar4i. . In 1890 Mr. Jones rejourned, to Sydney tQ carry on the work 
f-ha^ tjiad been injberrupted, '^ut a Pundit^ who was on his way .^ 
Sydney to assist him in the. final revision of tt^ Bible, h>is been sent 
bacls to Noumeii by the French authorities,! who h^ve ' absalufely 
forbi^denr.hiiipi^ or any other native of the Loyalty Island^,, to visit 
Sydney. Tfai^^ew Testament ^nd Psalms, and the Boots of tJenesiB 
and Exodus have been published,' and the translation of the remainder 
of the Old Testament has been completed by Mr. Jones. 

' , Mbksha-ilordxrtn (R«ssia).^Tl[rt^Gomm}ttce haver Agi-eed, at the 
reqnefat of tiie'Rev. W. Nioolson, of St. Peteri^bixf^j to puhlish a version 
6f the Ctespfel: of St. John. • The version virst^ infAde by a priest, and-revi^ed 
by C^ndidat^ Paasofien, who baa- lived' for a long time among the 
M«i»dvi!n people in order to 'Study 'their language. Dr. Dbnner bears 
tiiMtimowy to the suitableness of the v^etsfon for the spMttml' need$ oF 
tkef people.'' to'ppinting the Portion' two or thre^ chai^bters will have 
to be added 't6 'those already supplied by the Rtissialis for the Mord^ 
people : ! ' 

c c 2 
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N^ftli (^.oxtb Isdia). — ^The Church of Scotland Mission, at 
P^rjiUng, are issuing a translatipi^ o| the Bible in portions, and the 
Ccmmittec have aided theip bj supplying paper through  the Oalcntta 
Auxiliary. Tbie New Testament has been issued as far ^ Galatians, 
and Genesis and Proverbs have also been published. 

Ngunit (New Hebrides). — ^The version of the Book of Genesis, and 
the Gospels of St. Mark and St. Luke, and the Acts of the Apostles, the 
1st Epistle of St. John, and the Book of Bevelation, made by the Key. 
Peter Milne of the Otago Presbyterian Church, has been published. The 
version is prepared for the islands of Nguna, Tongoa, Ewose, Tongarikif 
Biminga, and part of Epi. The Bev. W. Banuerman writes of the 
people for whom the version is intended, 'Upwards of 4,000 are pro- 
fessing native Christians, 1,000 of whom are in full communion with 
our Church.*' 

Ningpb Vernacular (China).— The version of the Books of 
Numbers and Joshua to 2 Samuel has been approved by the Comttuttee 
on Yemaculnr Versions, and a Committee for its final revision is now 
being arranged. 

 « 

NiUi6 (Savage Island, Polynesia).— The Bev. F. K Lawes, (L.M.S.) 
writing from Niu^ last September, reported the trfinslation of all the 
Books of the Bible except 1 and 2 Chronicles, Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastee, 
and Song of Soloinon. The Committee have agreed to publish the 
newly-translated Books, and also to « republish the Pentateuch, the 
Psiilms, and the New Testament. Mr. Lawes has returned to England 
on furlough, and will carry the edition^ through < the press. 

Ovambo (South West Africa), — At the request of the Rev. C. G. 
Tbtterman, of the Finland Missionary Society, the Committee have 
defrayed the cost of printing the Gospel of St. Matthew, and have 
expressed their willingness to publish the other Books of the New 
Testament. The Finnish Missionary Society was formed in 1859, and 
in 1868 sent forth to Africa seven ordained and two unordained 
Missionaries. They lingered for a time in the Herero country, studying 
African languages, and only reached Odonga in the month of July 
1870. The first convert was baptized in 1876, but in 1887 the native 
Christians numbered over 150. The Missionaries have reduced the 
language to writing, and have translated most of the New Testament. 
The Gospel of St. Matthew is the first portion of the Scriptures printed 
in the Ovambo language. 

Fapjabi (Gurmukhi character) (N. India). — The Revision Com- 
mittee sat four days at Ludhiana, and revised ten chapters of the Gospel 
of St. Matthew. These were printed for criticism, and revised at a 
meeting which lasted &v& days, at Bahrwal. At this meeting eight 
additional chapters were revised, and these were also printed tenta- 
tively for criticism. A meeting of the Revisers for a month took 
place at Dharmsala, when the whole eighteen chapters were re-revised, 
and the Gospel completed, and also the Grospel of St. Mark; The two 
revised Gospels were tentatively printed, and all criticiamB and sug* 
gestions were considered at a meeting of three days held at Amrit* 
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Bar in'3knuaxj^ IS92. The BevisBrs hope to proceed witk the Gospel 
of St* Luk^ at their next meeting. The HeVisicm Committee xtoiisiets 
of the Rev. R. Bateman, Rev. E. Guilford, J. Harvey^Bsq., Rev. 
Pandit Khark Singh, Rai Maya Das, Rev. Mian Sadiq, Rev. ^, P. 
Newion, and Miss Wanton. * . . 

Pashtu (A%hani) (Arabic. charaoter). — The Book of Psalm'ii, 
translated by Mullah Hamidullah, under the guidan<3e of the Rev. Wt 
Jukes, and finally revised by the Rev. T. J. L. Mayer, has been pubi 
lished by the photo-process> from manuscript copy prepared by Ghtdam 
Jilani, an excellent Pashtu writer. The New Testament, the Penta- 
teuch, and Psalms, as written out by one of themselves, have now 
been placed in the hands of the Afghans. . x; 

Persian. — I^r. Bruce hopes to complete his revision of the entire 
Bible by the end of the year, and return to this country in 1893 to 
carry it through the press. The second revision of the New Testament 
has been published up to the Acts of the Apostles. 

Polish. — ^^® revision of the Psalms^ undertaken by a committee 
appointed by the General Synod of the Lutheran Protestant Churches 
in Russian Poland, is progressing slowly. 

• PopO (Dahomi, West Africa). — ^The New Testament and PsaltuB 
are now completed for the Dahomians. The version was made by . a 
native minister, the Rev. T. J. Marshall^ and revised by the Transiar 
tion Committee at Lagos, and carried through the press by the Rev. 
J. Rhodes, Wesleyan Minister, of Boughton, near Faversham. 

PortugueSB. — The Acts of the Apostles, translated by the Rev. 
Robert Stewart, and revised by Canon Pope and the Rev. R. Moretoij, 
has been published, and the Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians 
have been completed. The new version is being received with 
favour. 

RUSS. — -^t the request of the Rev. W. Nicolson, the Society's 
Agent for North Russia, the Committee have employed Prof. 
Chwolson to harmonise certain parallel passages in the Paalms, the 
Books of Samuel, Joshua, Chronicles, and Isaiah. The iSociety's Russ 
version was begun in 1665, by Prof. Levisohn, l^oieritus Professor 
of the St. Petersburg University, aided by Messrs. Hoffman and 
Astafieff. Prof. Levisohn died in 1869, when I. and II. Samuel, Pro- 
verbs, and the greater part of the minor Prophets were translated. 
The work, suspended on the death of the chief translator, wiets taken 
lip in 1870 by Prof. Chwolson, who translated I. and II. Kings, 
£. and II. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Ecclesias- 
tes, and Song of Solomon. In addition to the above books Prof. 
Chwolson revised the first eight books of the Old Testament, which 
had been translated by or in the time of the first Russian Bible 
Society. The parts of the Old Testament, translated by the two 
professors, were printed as each had left them, without being har- 
monised, and several parallel passages, which are the same in Hebrew, 
were differently rendered in Russ. Prof. Chwolson is a scholar of 
European reputation, and he has now brought Prof. Levisohn's part of 
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the^ Old Ttakamettt into hBrmonifr vdth i»ia own tramdAtieiu This 
revrkionis^biedng xnade-vith a view to a new edsiioir to he hranghi 
ontBt Y-iaiioa^ . >' 

^agaOa (iBast Equatorial Africa). — At the request of the GhuireB 
Missionary Society, the Committee have published the Gospel of St. 
Jdark. The -vesidoa -^as made by the Rev, J, At ^xo^y, one of^ the 
Ciburch Mjbsionary Society Mis^i^f^mB, at Tulta, ^nd eymined and 
^proFod by jihet.B^n W. E. Taylo?. Mr. Wmy, who has returned to 
^DgUmd, has e^ipi^d the version thi^ugb the press. 

Sanguir (Celebes, Indian 'Archipelago). — At the request of the 
IRet. A. Kelling, of the island of Sapguir, a revised edition of St. Luke, 
St. John, and the Acts has been carried through the press under the 
^oaxe of Dr. Ker&ji Zjeyden. 

SsUltali (North India). — The reyisioa of the !New Testament has 
progressed slowly during the year owing to illness and other unavoid- 
able causes. 

Siul^alose (South Ceylon). — Since 1 837 the Eevision Committee 
have beien engaged on the work ^f revision with the Rev. S. Coles^ 
C.M.S., as chief reviser. The Committee have held sessions of five days 
«very tmo montHnS'^MTm^ the last two years, and tbe revifiiiiin has 
ibeen -ooimpleted to Ler. xxii. Th^ work ^ec^s sl<ywiy ttiid is 
-oostif^ bot it is hoped more- ra^pid progr-et^s will be iMtde in tiie 
fotmre. 

Slave (see Tinn^). 

.£iPftiDifill>~^7^e revision under the care of the Society's Agent, the 
BevTir^ Jameson, has amoved slowly during the year, brut some progress 
has been made. The Gospel of St. Mark has beeoa, finished, and that 
of St. Luke is well advanced. Mr, Jameson hopes to proceed more 
rapidly in the future. The new edition of the 8vo Bilple arranged in 
paragraph form' in feectioiis has been pirt)lished. 

SnaCC'Or Sontil C&pe {^^^ Guinea).— The Rev. F. W. WaUrar, 
-of Kwato, New' Guinea, has carried the revised Oospel of St. Iff^ok 
thKMigh theprsGB at Sydney, under the auspiees. of the New Sonth 
Wales AoziHary to ihe Bible Society. 

Sv^iftbili (Zaiizibaif) (East Equatorial Africa) ((itomasi oharaefeer). 
— ^Aoowplete edition ^f the Bible» revised by Affchdaacon Jonee- 
Batesnap a^d Mr. A. C. Madat^ is now parsing {through tihe pn^^B 
under the c^f^e of Ai'cdideacon' Hodgson. 

SwallUi (ISombasa) (Bomian 'chaxacter).-^A tentative version of 
the Gospel oi St. Luke has been publi^ed as a diglot with.Giryama. 
The version, -which was paade by the Bev.. W. E. Tayjor, has been 
printed at the request of the Church Missionary Spcietj, with a view 
tp testing the usef,u]ness of th^ form of SwahiJi strongly recommended 
.by the translator. Mr. Tayloc, who has. edited the varaion, has p^w 
.^eti^r^ed to East V Africa with copies of his vorsioi). 
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SwatOW Vernacular (Roman chairaater). — At the request of the 
SwatoT*^ ConiHiittee of tne Britisl;i and JPoreign Bible Society, presentefl 
aiid supported by the Rev. J. C. Oibson, of Swatow, t^e Committed' 
have rpubUtJfted ihe fiwJt half of tb«:I^eiftf Test^meiit. .5he Goe^cffe of 
St. .]V£ei,tthe9r, 3t. Hark, St. JLvke, •aod.tjie Epiatle of James were 
trajislMed by JRefv^. W. DufiEus-; .Ijhe. Gpgpd q£ St. John and th^ Aoti^i by. 
the BeF. J. .C« Gibei^oi, 9a»d %h» f^ier^t X)|i$tl9 of St. John by the Ilfdy.* 
H. L. Mackenzie. The edition has beo&.priated.by Messrs. Blaokie of 
Glasgow, under the oare of Mr. Gibson. Mr. Gibson had accents cut 
fbr the edition in Glasgow at his own expense. 

TBidtL(P^ Vamacalar (ftoman okamcter) (China). — ^At 'tii6 
request of <the ^ev. J. -C. Gibson^ supportod by the Committee < on. 
Vecnaeolar Yoraions, the Coiauiidttee have agroed to publish the 
Bev. W,'D, JRudlaad's. (CI.M.) irwsion of the Bsalms. The 
trantlsiian ifl ioundedotn tke ^Maapdmin, aiHi has beeax revised l;^y 
two native Christian teachers, no other missionary .nnderstaiidiBg'the* 
iajQgua^e. Mr. Budland will print the version on his own press. 

Tamil (South and Central Carnatit and North Ceylpn). — Inter- 
leaved copies of the revised "New Testament are in the hands of the Revi- 
sion Committee and other scholars, but the way has not been open 'to> 
commenoe the work of re-«revi&ioi^. The death of "^he sBight Bev. Dr. 
Caldwell rebaovea the old^s^ and -most conspieuovs xa^mber of^tt^e- 
ReYisetise. 

r 

Tasiko (New Hebrides). -7-The. Committee have agreed to publish 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, at the request of the translator, the Rev. 
O. Michelsen, supported by a vote of his synod. Mr. Michelsen is a 
missionary of the PreBbyterisn Chureh of Otagq and Southland^ New 
Zealand. After spending a year rwith Mr. Milne in the island q£ 
Ngufia»:]a^ labouiiedi twelve yeaj:^ in 4J»e Shephesed group, c^bout thirtjy 
miles from Lfi^guna-. He. also Qccupi^ the SQuth-east corner of tl^^ 
island of Spi, where the Taeako l^inguage is^spekeu^ There has hee^ 
soime .difficulty i»'4iiditig a-^uitaMe^ptative wpj^d for < Cfod,' afid it; hwa 
been.finally 'decided tnad4> in bracketiS) beside the ,naiti7e word .the 
Bnglish ^ord God,; ^^Ued- ' !Kot.f Mr. Michelsen* who is carrying the 
version through the press ixi; iJ^gland^ #a^,>' theinatiivea will 8oan.gft 
to know the word, and learn to pronounce it correctly/' This is the 
first porti6n of theSciiptures in the Tasiko language. 

H^v4ti (Bast- Eq«aiorial AfrieaJ.^At *he reqtiest of thfr 
Ckuroh'MisBianary Society, the Oomibit4*e *fave pubWshed the Gospel' 
of St. John, translated by the.Rev. A. R.^Ste^ir(0hur6h Missionary 
Soci«ty>, ifcko wad'the proofs iat Mochi, This is the first p<xrtion of 
the Scriptures published in Taveta. 

TelugU (South India).~Thfe' Rev. J)rJ S"ohn Hay, assisted by 
theiR^v. A. Thepphiius,, com,pl|Bted the'Jk)ok;of <Ez.^iel, »and shottly 
after givii^ the wo^-k its.fiftal foian, he was called to his rest, at the 
age of 80 years. He.ha^, b^en a missionary fw iiearly 54 years, and 
it IB aDnsidOT,e4 tjb^t thei crowjiii^ mon^iment of his many-sided and 
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successful l^,bou^B is his scholarly versiou of the Holy Scriptures. 
It is deeply regretted that he did not live to coimplete the whole Bible. 

Tenme (West Africa). — In consequence of delay in sending proofs 
to Africa the printing of certain books of* the Old Testament was 
suspended. The Rev. J. A. ADey (G.M.S.), of Port Lokkoh, has re- 
turned to England, and the books of the Pentateuch are now passing 
through the press under his care. 

Tinne (Slav6 dialect) (Mackeime lUver). — Bishop Bompas's 
version of the New Testament has been carried through the press by 
Bishop Heeve of Mackenzie Biver, and a trai^alitorarti(m of the version 
into syllabios was made and carried through the press by Bishop Beeve. 
Bishop Bompas has informed the Committee that the version will have 
to be thoroughly revised before a new ediition is undertaken, and the 
Committee have authorised the emplo?mait of nje^tive scholars to aid in 
the needed revision. . ' . 

Transcaucasian or Azerbijani Turki (Arabic character) 

(Bussia and Persia). — ^The printing of the complete Bible is now in 
progress. The Old Testament is finished, and the Kew Testament is 
approaching completion. 

Tukudh (Pacific Coast of North Amerioa). — At the request of 
the Church Missionary Society, the Committee have agreed to publish 
from Joshua to Buth. The edition is being edited by the Bev. C. G. 
Wallis. (Church .Missionary Society), who has been a missionary among 
the Tukudh in the extreme north-west of the Canadian Dominion 
since 1886. 

Tulu (South India). — The Bevision Committee met twice during 
the year, and completed the revision of the New Testament to the end 
of Philemon. The first two Gospels have been published. Th« revision 
of the B(^ok of Psalms, which was translated iii 1863, will shortly be 
taken in hand, and the revisers speak hopefully of being able to f^ish 
the New Testament during the present year. The Bevision Cofnmittee 
have suffered a great loss' by the death of the Bev. A. Manner, the 
chief reviser. The revisers are the Bevs. S. Fuirtado, C. Gk>jar, J. 
Hermelink, G. Bitter, J. Sowens, and P. Ott. 

XTrdu-Paqjabi (North India). — ^Tbe translation of the New Testa- 
ment, begun several years ago by the Urdu Panjabi Mission in Silkat, 
has been taken in hand by the Bev. B. Bateman, who revised the Gk>Bpel 
of St. Mark at the time that the Bevision Committee were revising the 
same Gospel in Gurmukhi Panjabi Mr. Bateman had the advantage 
of all the discussion by the larger committee, and the revised St. Mark 
has been published. 

Urdu (Boman character). — See Hindustani. 

Uriya (Orissa, North India). — On the application of the Bev. 
T» Bailey and the Bev. G. G. Parke, supported by the Calcutta 
Auxiliary to this Society, the Committee have renewed their grant of 
Bs.500 to the Baptist Mission at Cuttack for revision work in 1892. 
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The work of revision is now cliiefly in the hands of Mr. Pik6. The 
revision has proceeded as far as Leviticus vii.^ and the printing to 
Exodufl xii. The Books of Ruth and Esther have been revised and 
printed as a separate Portion^ and the latter part of the Bible from 
Psalms Ixxxiv. to the end of the Bible has been thoroughly revised. 

Uvea (Iaia»n) (Lojalty islands). — Rev. J. Hadfield, of the London 
Missionary Society, who carried through the press last year an edition 
of the revised Gospels and Acts, has returned to Lifu, and proposes to 
commence the translation of the Pentateuch, and the Committee have 
agreed to pay for a pundit to aid him in the work of translation. 

WenchoW Vernacular (Roman character) (Mid China). — ^The 
printing of the Rev. W. E. SoothilPs version of St. Matthew was pro- 
ceeding so slowly in Shanghai, that the Committee have agreed to 
allow Mr. Soothill to carry it through the press in England, while at 
home on furlough. 

Wotjak (Russia). — Professor BibrikofE has undertaken to correct 
and print the Gospel of St. Matthew for this Society. The version was 
made by Dr. AminofE, and revised by Dr. Wiedemann, and is intended 
for a people who number about 200,000 souls. The three chief dialects 
of the language are Permian, Syrjenian, and Wotjak ; but the Wotjak 
is spoken by more people than speak the other two Permian dialects. 

Yao (East Equatorial Africa) (Roman character). — The version 
of the Four Gospels, made by the Rev. A. Hetherwick, of the Blantyre 
Mission of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, has been carried 
through the press by Mr. R. Hynde, who has returned to his Mission 
field with the books. 
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New Testament . 

Do. . . . 
Psalms .... 
Isaiah k Jeremiah 
Entire Bible . . 

Do. . . . 

Do. . . . 
New Testament . 

Do. . . . 
Entire Bible . . 

Do, , •. . . 



Where circulated, 
or for whom designed. 



Spamsh Jewis in Tmitey, ftc» 

> < 

Spanisl). Gipsies. 



Portugal and Colonics, and 
Braza. 



Iceland. 



Sweden. 



Finland. 



Norway. 



Denmark. 



Friesland. 



Holland and Dutch Colonies, 
and South A&iof^n Republics. 



Belgium. 



Germany, Austria, Ac. 



For German Jaws» 

* • 

For Jews in Poland, Roumania, 
Galicia, & Southern Russia. 

Province of Lithuania. 

Poland, &c. 

Saxon Lusatia. 
PrujsaiAALiuatva^ .. 
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Versions. 



What Printed. 



34 



35 

36 
37 
38 
39 



t§ 



40 

41 

42 

43 
44 
45 

46 
47 

48 
49 

50 
51 



52 



\ 



53 



t§: 54 



Central Europe— cont. 

Boh^niaTi, Bomau «h«Bftcter 
Do., Gothic character . . 
Do., Roman char., Brethren* 
Kralicka version revised . 

Hungarian 

Do,; revised version . . . 

Bungarian- JVend .... 

Slovak ; Palkovic's version . 

Sloven ; Stritar's version . . 

BtU?ienf Gothic character 

Do. , Roman character . . 

Do. (Cyril character), Kolisch k 

Puluj ........ 

ITALY, SWITZERLAND, &c. 
Italian ; Diodati's and Martini's 

versions 

Do.f revised version .... 
Latin ; Beza's version . . . 
Do., Junius and TremeUius . . 
Romansch, Upper Engadine, 

Menni's version 

Do., Lower Engadine .... 

Do., Oberland 

Piedmontese . 

Do. (with Italian) 

Do. (with French) 

Vaibdois (with French) . . . 

Maltese . 

GREECE, TURKEY, Ac. 

Greek, Ancient R. 

Do 

Do.f Modem 

Do., in Roman character . . . 

Albanian North, (Gheg), Roman 

character 

Do., S.{Tosk) (with Mod. Greek) 

Do., Christophorides' version . 

Do, (adapted character) . . . 

Osmanli'Turki (Turkish); Ali 
Bey's version 

Do.; Schi^uffler's version (the 
Bible translated) . . . . 

Do.; Revision Committee . . 



I 



Entire Bible 



 { 



Do. . . . \ 

Gen. & New Test. / 

New Test, k Psalms 






New Testament 
/Isaiah, N«w Test. 
\ and Psalms . 

}St. Luke and St. ^ 
John . . . 

I New Testament 



l^ntire Bible . 

New Testament 
Psalms . . . 



I 



{ 



New Testament 

Entire Bible . 
Do. . . 
New Testament 
Psalms ... . 
Gospels . . . 
St. Luke and St. John 
St. Matthew, St \ 
John, and Acts / 



Wtlkere circulated, 
or for whom designed. 



For Czechs of Bohemia and 
Slovaks oi Hungftry. 



Magyan of Hungary and Tran- 

sylvanisL 
For Wends in Hungary and 

Carniola. 
North-west of Hungary. 

Slovenians in South Austria, kc. 



Little Russia. 



;} 



Entire Bible . . . 
New Testament ; . 
Eatire Bible . . ' . 

Luke and Acts . < 

j-New Test, and Psalms 

New Testament I 
/Gen.,Ex.,Deut.,P8., ( 
\Prov.,Isaiah&N.T.'' 
/Gen., Psalms, and\ 
\ St. Matthew . / 

Entire Bible . . 



} 



Grceco- Turki 



Rouman . . . 
Do., new version 



55 
56 



Do. (Cyril character) .... 

Macedonian, Rouman dialect . 

Servian (Cyril character) . . 

Croat (or Servian in Roman 

character) 



\Pent., Isaiah, Ps., 
/ and New Test. 
Entire Bible . . 



Do. 

Do 
Do 



f 

• • • • I 

• • • • ^ 

JNewTest. &;Psalms| 

St. Matthew . . | 
Entire Bible 
} Do 



3ible . . ^ 
>. ... J 



Italy. 

For Students. 

The Engadipe, Switzerland. 

The Grisons, Switzerland. 

Piedmont. 

For the Yaudois, or Waldanses. 
Malta. 

For the Greek Churches. 
For Students. 
For Greeks. 

For Greeks of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Northern Albania. 

Southern Albania. 
Albania. 



Turkey. 



For Greek Christians, using the 
TurHsh language in Greek 
character. 

Roumania, and part of Tran- 
sylvania. 

For use in Churches k Schools, 
and for those who can read in 
no other character. 

For Roumans in Macedonia, 
Albania, and Tfaeasaly. 

Servia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Chroatia, Slavonia, 
Dalmatia ke. 
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Versions: 



Grkkck, Turkey, Ac. — cont. 
Bvigariim . . » - . . . 



57 i 
58 



Do, 



RUSSIAN EMPIRB. 

59 Slavonic R. 

60 Buss . 

Do^ (Synod's Yerston revised) . 
Z>o., with Hebrew 

Do. (for blind) Moon's system . 

61 |i2iM» Lapp, Genetz' traas. 
62 



63| 
64 

65 

66 
67 

68 

69 
70 
71 



Esth, (Dorpat dialect). 
Do.f (Reval dialect) 



. R, 
. R. 



Lett, or Livonian . , . . R. 
Do 

Liv (in Lett character) .• . . 

Karel R. 

Syrjen or Zir R. 

Do. (in Cyril character) . . . 
Samogitf (dial, of Lithuanian) R. 
Do. (revised edition) .... 

Perm ... , 



Ersa Mordvin R. 

ih. (revised version) . . . ' 
Moksha Mordvin 



72 Cheremiss 22. 



§ 



73 
74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 
81 



82 
83 



Kazan- TurJci 



Kirghiz- Turki 

Do.f Prof. Gottwald . . . . 

* 

Chwwish Ri 



Altai-Kirghiz Turki . . . . 
Ostjak 

Wotjdk (Gospels translating) . 



Wogul, 



Kojzak Turki (Orenburg) . .R. 

Nogai, or Karass Turki (se- 
veral other books of the 
Old Testament translated by 
Scotch Missionaries) . . . 

Kumuki 

Crimea Turki R. 



Wh»t Printed. 



Entire Bible • . : V 

/Gen., Ps., Proy,, k r 
I New Test. . . J 



Entire Bible . 

Do. . . . 

Do. . . . 

Old Testament 

/St. John & Sermon \ 

I on the Mount / 

St. Matthew . . . 

New Test. & Psalms 

Entire Bible . . / 

' Do. '. .. . V 

New Teat. & Psalms / 

St. Matthew . . | 

Do. . . . \. 

Do. . . . \ 

Do. . . . / 

New Testament . | 

Do. . . . / 

$t. Matthew . . { 

New Testament . 
A Gospel prepared 
St. John 



New Testament 



{ 



•{ 



St. Matt., St. Mark^ 
k St. Lake . . / 
\New Testament .• •. 
/ Do. ... I 



Four Gospels 



■■{ 



St. Matthew . . . 
A Gospel preparing / 

-St. Matthew . . ■[ 

St. Matt. & St. Hark 

N. T. fepartofOld-f 

•Pent., k N. Test. | 

St. Matt, k St. Mark 
Genesis . . . . \ 



Where circulated, 
or for wtiom designed. 



• I 



Bulgaria, Rumelia, and MdCe- 
ddnia. - 



For the Russia'n Church. 

- ^ • 

Russia. • 

For Russian blind. 

Russian Lapland. 
Southern part of Estfaonia. 

Northern ditto, on Gulf of 

I^inland.' 
Provinces of Livonia k Courland. 

For Livs who iiihablt West Ccftir- 
land. i 

For a Tribe in the goyemment 
of Tver. ^ 

Do. in government of Vologda. 

In gQvenuneat of Eovno. 

In the Perm, Wiatka, and Arch- 
angel governments. 

For a Tribe on. the banks of the 
Oka aind Volga, in the govern- 
ments of Nische-Novogorod 
and Kazan. 

For a Tribe on the Volga and 
Kama, in the governments of 
Kazan and Simbersk. 

For a Tribe in Kazan. 
Siberia and Turkestan. 

For a Tribe of the mountains 

in Kazan, Nische-Novogorod, 

.and Orenburg. 
In government of Tomsk. 
In governments of Tobolsk and 

Tomsk. 
For Wotjaks in governments of 

Wiatka and Orenburg. 
Fpr the Woguls in Western 

Siberia, between Tobolsk and 

the Ural Mountains. 
For Tartars m the vicinity of 

Orenburg. 

For Tartars in Ciscaucasia and 
on the Lower Volga. 

N. and N.E. Daghesian. 
Forth« Karaite Jetts and Tartars 
of the Crimea. 



398 



*AM.E' '6p^LAKGtFA73fe?. 



[88th Rep 




tjft 



t§ 



§ 



84 
85 



86 
87 

88 

89 

90 
9X. 
92 
93 
94 



97 



98 



R 



GEORGIA, Ac. 
Osset . 

Georgian, in Khtttanii, or,eccle 

siastical character . . ; i2 

Do., in Mkedvuli, or oommon 

cbanvctez^^ .. .. , . . R 

Armenian, Ancient . , . R 

Do 

Do., Modem, . . 

Do, (for. blind) ., - 

Do., Ararat, Amirkhaniantz 

yer^on . . , 

Ararat (with Ancient) . 

Anneno- Turkic Gropdell's ver 
sion. ., . .. 



,* 



Trana-CfLXicaaia  (Azerbijani) 

Turhi 
Kwrd (Armenian eharapter, Eur 

manji dialect) 
JagJicUai-Turkif or Tekke Tut 
' osnWBh {lETcnhsccupuxn) , 
Uzbek Turki .... 

Ilebrew ^ . .| .'-.'. 
i)b., ))elitzsch*8 T^xsion . 
Do,, GreeufielcTs veraion . 
Do,, London JewB* Society 
J^. (for, blind), Braille'« sy» 
tem '. .\ 

95 Arabic ,. . y . .... 
Do,, YaA Dyck*9 version .• . 
l)o. (for. blind), Hjoon'i sys 

tem 1 , 

Do, (for blind), Brt(lle> sys 
tem 

Do. (in Hebrew character) . 

Dom (Irr^ioh's traaaliterati^) 

96 Syriac.. ....... 



dyriac & OaKhtin, in' parallel 
e^liimiES . . . . ' . . 

Carshun (Arable in Syriac cha 
tturtfcr) ....... 

Syro-Chaldaie (Syriic in Nes 
torian characters) . .• . 

Persian, Henry Martyn . . 
Do., Archdeacon Roblnsoii * 
Do,, Rev. Dr. Glen . . . 
Do., Mirza IbnMiii « . . . 
Do. J MirsaJflkH&er .... 



Do,, Rev. .Dr. Bruce ., . . 

Do, <ui Hebiew character) . 

Paahtu Qc Jfffhtxni . . . , S, 
Do., Rev. T. J. L. Mayer 

Do,, Rev. I, Loewenthal. . 



What Printed. 



/Peahnj^, Gospels, &\ 



\ Ep. of James 
V^evT Teitament ; | 

I Ps. and New. Test. 

Entire Bible . . ^ 
KewTest. &Fsahmi 
Entirer Bible . . J 
/St. Luke,^£ph., & 
\ • j^electe4 portion* 

)^Hhifi»e' Bible . , V 
New Testament . ) 

} Entire Bible • . / 

•LH^ ^ • • • 



> 



>. 



\ Twenty-two Books/ 
j pwi^aring . . \ 

}St. Matthew . . ( 

Ifaur Gospels ... . v 

< 

Old Testament . V 

New Testament . / 

Do. ^. ,, , ^ 

Do. . • I 

I Amos (preparing) J. 

Entire Bible . . 
' Po, /. . . 
\ Twenty-three Books 
/• prepved.. . . 
\A Gqi^^I prepar- 
ing; '. /. . . 
Ps.S.|fatt.S»John, 
Acts & Hebrews 
St( MaU. and Heb. 
(Ps. preparing) . 
Entire pible . , r 

New Testament . \ 



> 
{ 
{ 

} 
} 
> 



Jio. .-. . 

Four Gospels . 



 { 



{ 



New Testament . ' 
Old .Testaifient' . 
Do. . .• . 
Ipaiah ,...}- 
Genesis . .| .. . 
rOen., Ezod.,PB.,& 
\ New iTestament •. 
Four Gospels . . 
Hist. Books &N.T. n 
Pent., Ps., & N.T. V 
New Testament . ' 



W]ia» cirenlated, 
or for whom deaigneil. 



Central BegioafMif thaCancanu , 



Georgia, Central- and Westecl 
Cancasus. \ 



For the Armenians of Coosts: 
' tinoph^ Oaleotta^ kit* 

For tha Ajinenia|i Blind. 



RoiteiaiL prdvsBoe' af the C»h 
cmms,. 



For 'Atweniaiitf' noiftg tl' 
Turkish langaa^e iroh\ 
Armenian character. , 

Trans-Caucasia k N. W. Peisa| 

For Kurds using the AnDdsiuj 

character 
The Uzbek and Turkish Tribp* 

of l^urkestau and Cenm' 

Asia. 



For Jews and Stadeata. 
For Jews. 



For Egypt, Syria, &c. 



For Jews in Yemen, £g]fT^ 
Syria, and Maaopotemtt. 



For the Syrian Church i^. 



Travancore, and parts 

Syria: 
Mesopptamia, Aleppo, k otbf 

parts of Syria. 
Mozul, Djezira, Tolamiak, u'* 

country west of Eurdutac. 



Persia and India, fte. 



^^ I 

For Jews in Persia, 

Afahanistan and the i'rontitf 
Districts of tiie Paojab. 
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39d 



/> 



V«niOM. 



'W!tot Printed. 



§ 



§ 



99 



100 



101 



§ 



§ 
§ 



Zb (peviaedveralMi) . ' . , . . 
(Sanskrit . . . . . ,'. S» 



I 



Do. (in Deyanagari) 






102 



108 
104 

105 

106 

107 

108 
109 



ffindustarii or. Ur<iit>^^. VLfn^^f^ 
Do.y sir. 7h6ttia^6tx, Hud others 
Do., Yates' v«sion .' , * . S. 
Do.^ Beuares version , . . ^ 
D(h, itt" Bbman ty^ ■. . .' .' 

BENGAL PRESIDENCY, frcfc 
Bengali . . . .. .''... A 

Do., two versions, Ellerton ; and 

Yates and Wenger .... 
Do. (in Roman type) . . , . . 
Do. (revise^- yersion) . ' . * 
Do., Greaves" versioft . * . i . . 
Do. (transliterated) . . . ', 

Jfusalmant BerMKUi . . ., . .. 

)S!a70W (Roman rhafl««4r) . . 
Do: (B^xigalilcliBltiiKit&t) K . . 

Mondari ^ 

Do. (:Tmyi iharftct6i^'. '^ . • . . 



Wbn«:okculated, 
or for whom designed. 



Thjree Crospeis . . \ 
St. Mattliew , . / 

Entire Bible . . | 

yfdaltos, Provferbs,& / 
\ Neir Tbstbment \ 

New Testament . 

Entire. Bible i . . 
Poi ^ .' .' 
Do. . , . 

" J>6/ : .. .. 

'Entice Bible; . -' . 
l^ewTedtam^nt . 



Balucliistan and Frontier ^ dis- 
tricts of the P§.njab. 

Th^ Itemed language of tl^ 
Brahmans. 

Language and chaiadt^r have 
been popularized by the -Cal- 
cutta University. 

For%he Muhanfmaclans of India 
and otljieps; th^e l^ngua^ 
being generally understood m 
all thd lacgoir toffirna«> 



o§ 



Lepckd 



Malto, or Fahetri, Mafmahali, or 
Maler ^ , . :. . . . • . .. 



MagkaM . 



,8. 



Uriya. . .' \j: , .;. 
Do. (revised version) . . .^ 

llOjjffwui^ Bowlegs versK^n'. . 
Do. in the Kagai4 and Haithi 

character ^ . S. 

Do^ (i!ewis»d veTsion)  . . . s . . 

Dialects of Hindi. ' "^ 

BamdnVehcmdi . . . ' . > . S* 



•-Do. ;: ..^ . 

HauE GiQipek . . 

. St. Matthew .-. . 

, at.:Mwrfe: » ' . ". 
/PaftsqfOld^New 
\' ''fesfeitieilt . ' . 
Ps. and New Teat. \ 
St. Ludte . . . . / 
/The Four Gospels, V 
I %)pwofPe^r4Jas.r 

{Gpni?sis,partofEx:") 
od^s, StJ Matt., / 
J aui S^.^hn. . J 
rPs., Four Gospels,/ 
I and Acts . . I 
/ St. Matthew and St. \ 
\ Marie . *. . . / 
f Entire Bible . . \ 
Genesis, Ruth, and V 
Esther ., . .J 
Entire, Bible 



Ill 



0§ 112 
0§!l13 

0§jll4 
0§lll5 

§118 



ProviBoerbf . FesgaSl 



A Tribe in N.W. Bengal. 

KoltfTiib^c^'Choti'Na^pur.. . 
F)iNr.K)ole» at Siu»ibalpu!i!i 

The neighbourhood of Darjiling. 

A Tribe in the Rajsaahal district, 
Be^gal; 

Province ^i S^:Behar.< 

 

Provided of Oris$«» - 



Four (^spelf . 

Ne^w Testan^nt 



o§. 



119 

120 
121 
122 



Bnij . . 
Kanauyi . 



..S. 



Kausali S. 

HararUi .8. 

Ujaini . . . . . . ' . jS'. 

UdipifiH • . .... . .8^ 

Marwari S. 

Do. (by Bombay Auxiliary) . . 
Jaipuri . 

Bikaniri .8, 

Bhainiffi, m* VH/Mt , . . . . 8. 
MuUani, Derwal, or JcUki' . S* 

I 

Do., Jukes' version ^ . . . 



/ 



Do. 
Do. 



•( 



{ 



St. Matthew ... . 

N«w 'Testament . . 

Do. ' . / . . 

St. MatlJhew ... . 

New Testament" . .|, 

St. Luke .' . . . 

St. .Matthew • . • { 

New Testament . • . 
' Do. .■ . . . 
Dft.' .... 

fSfc< Matt,, Mark, &l 
I John . . . ' . / 



For Hindustan, or the upper 
provinces of the 'Bengal Pre- 
sidency. 

« 

A district between the pro- 

M vuiee of Ba«(dalkbfl^d, aixd 

the .aourcea of the N^rbudda 

PlDOvin^ of MtDttra.. . . 

In. the Bmikb of Irhe Gftuges and 

Jumna. 
Westenupart ofOtidh. 
A province W. of Band^khand. 
Province of Mai wa. 



ProiH^nee oF> Memrar, orWipur. 
Mewac 



pur. 
Jaipur, or lOai^nur, North of 

Mewac 
Rajputana generally: * 
Jaipur^* S. of Marwar, lind W. 

(nAgra. 
Bikanir, N.- of MijWar. 
Bhatnir, W.- of Deihi. 

Panjab, "between the Indus 
Chenab, and Ghara Rivers. 



m 
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[8 8 fell Kept 



VexsioAi. 







o§ 


123 


o§ 


124 




125 




126 


i» 


127 

1 




128 


08 


129 




130 


1 


131 



o§ 



§ 



182 
183 

184 



135 

186 
137 

188 
139 

140 

141 
142 



EiisHGAL Pbbsidkitct, Ac.—€(mt. 
Panjabi (or Sikh) .... 5 
Do, 

Dogri (Dialect of the Pugabi) S. 
Goto «..•»«••.. 

Ootid . 

Koi, Haig's yersion. (Roman 

character) ..«..■.. 

Do. (Telugu character) . . . 

C?iamba, Thakri 

Kashmiri 8. 

Do,, Rev. T; R. Wade . . 
Gurkha Dialects. 

NepcUi S. 

Do., Rev. W. Start . . 
Do, (Scotch Mission at Darjil- 
in«) 

Pcdpa S. 

Kumaatii S. 

GurMoali S. 

MADRAS FBESIDB5CT. 
Telugu, or Telinga , , . S. 
Do, (Yisagapatam version) . . 
Do, (revised version) (O.T. trans- 
lating) ......... 

Kanarese S. 

Do, (new version) ..... 
Do, (with Sanskrit) .... 

Badaga (Kanarese character) . 

Tamil 

Do, (revised version) .... 

Dakhani (Hindustani, Southern) 

Do, (revised version) . . . 

MalaycUam 

Do, (revised vei-sion) . . , 

Tulu (Basle Bible Society) . 
Do. (revised version) . . . 

BOMBAT PBESIDENCT. 
jr(m^ni(dialect Of the Marathi)S 

Do, (new version) 

Marathi S, 

Do, (Bombay version) . . . 

Do 



143 



144 



} 



Do, (Roman character) . . 
Do. (with English) .... 
Do, (with English, Gujarati, 

an4 Sanscrit) 

Do, {Modi character) . . . , 
Oujarati ,.,,'.., 8. 
Do. (revised version) . . . . 
Do. (Surat version) . . . . 
2>o. (with English) 

Parn-OuJareUi 



WlMt Printed. 



Gen.toEzek.,&N.T.\ 
Gen.,Psalm8,&N.T. / 

New Testament. . < 

f Four Gospels, Eph. , \ 
V Qol. k Philipns. / 
/Gen., St. Matt., St. 1 
\ Mark, k St. John f 



l^^fHtS^hl,'* ®^" I ^ Tribe in S. India. 
StU'^'" : J Godavexy River. 



St.Matt.& St. John 

/Pent., Hist. Books, 
I and New Test 
New Testament 



k8,\ 



New Testament . ^i 

St. . Lake, and Acts I 

/Gen.^ Ex., Prov., f 

\ Four Gospels k Acts ^ 

New Testament . { 



Do. 
Do. 




Where cizcolated, 
or for wbom dasfgned. 

Northern portion of the )>rc 

vince of the Pan jab. 
Mountainous, or IN^orthem <ii»-' 

tricts of Lahore. 
A Tribe in the province o2 

Assam. 

A hill tribe, Central India. 

on liif 



A Tribe in the Chamba State. 
Kashmir. 



ent . 1 

: : 1 



lie . . \ 
els Acts k > 
• • • / 



New Testament . 
Entire Bible 
St. Matthew 

St. Matt.& St. Luke I 

Entire Bible . . 1 

Do. . . . / 

/Gen., Ex., Prov. k\ 

\ New Testament j- 

Prov. , Matt. , k Acts J 

Entire Bible 

Four Gospel 

Romans . 

New Testament .. \ 

Proverbs & N. T. ^ 

Pent.'andNewTest.| 

Matt , Mark k John / 

Entire Bible . . 

Do. . . * 

/Gen., St. Matt., and 

^ St. Mark . . 

St. John . . • 

St. Luke k St. John 

St. Matthew . . 

Gospels and Acts 
New Testament . '\ 
Do. . . . ( 
Entire Bible . . ( 
St. Luke & St. John ^^ 
New Testament 



{ 



Kingdom of Nepal. 

Small States N. of Oude, belov 

the Himalayas. 
District of Kumaon, W. of Pklpi 
Prov of Gurhwal, W. of Kumaoo. 

Northern drears, KadApi. 
I^cllore, and greater part ii 
Hyderabad, or Telingana. 

Throughout the Mysore, also tc 
the prov. of Kanara, and as 
far north .as the Kistna River. 

The Badaga tribe on the NUgir 
Hilla 

The Kamatic, and K. part of 
Ceylon. . 

For Muhammadaua in Madn.* 
Province. 

Travanoore and Malabar. 

A Tribe west of the Mys-ire. 

The Konkan, chiefly the S. lort, 
among the common people. 



'. Bombay Presidency. 



Siirat, and provinoe of Gigarat 

For the Parsis in the Bomla}" 
Presidenry. 
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401 



Versions. 



Bombay Presidency— cont. 
Parsi-Gujarati {with. English, 'I 

Marathi, and Sanscrit) • . J 
Do. (with English, Marathi, 'l^ 

and Hindustani). . . . / 

KcOchi S. 

Do., Gray*8 version . . . . 
5iwdAi ( Arabic), O.T. translating 

Sindhi (Hindi) 

Sindhi (Gnrmiikhi) . . . . 



o§ 



145 



146 



0§ 
0§ 



J5 



§ 



§ 



147 
148 

149 
150 



151 

152 

153 
154 



155 

156 

157 

158 

159 
160 

161 
162 



163 
164 
165 

166 



167 
168 



169 
170 



CEYLON. 



Pali 



SinhaU 



IndO'PortugiLcsc 

INDO-CHINESE COUNTRIES. 
Assami S. 

Manipuri S, 

Tibetan 

Do. new version 

Khasi 

Burmese 

Do., by Dr. Judson, for Am. 

Bible Society 

Peg^i 



} 



Bghai-Karen 

Sgau-Karcn . 
Pico-Karen . 



Siamese, or Tai (N.T. transl.) . 

Anam 

CHINA AND JAPAN. 
Chivc^e, ( TVenli) Morrison's ver. 
Do. Marsliman's version . . S. 
Z^o., Board of Transln tors . . 
Mandarin {Peking or A^. Dialect) 
Do. (Eoman character) . . . 
Do. Scherescliewsky's version . 
Do. {Nanking or S. dialect) . . 
Wenchoio Vernacular. . . . 
Shanghai Vernacular .... 

Ningpo Vernacidar (Rom. char.) 
(Parts of 0. T. translating) . 

Taichow VemaculaT . . . . 
Canton Vernacular or Punti\ 
(Roman character) . . . j 
Do. (Chinese character) . . . 
Do. ; revised version .... 
Hak'ha Vemaexdir (Rom. char.) 
Do. revised version .... 
Do. (Chinese character) . . . 



What Printed. 



St. Matthew . . 



Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Gen.,Ps.,Isa 
St. Luke 
St. John 



• • 



: :} 

,&k.T.' 



New Testament . 



Entire Bible . . 



/Pent., Psalms, and 
\ New Testament 

Entire Bible . . 
/Gen., Ex., Ruth, 1&2 
\ Kings, Ps., &N.T. ^ 

New Testament 
Do. 

Pent.,P& 

Entire Bible 

Genesis and Exodus 



• • • • I 

3.,l8.&N,T./ 



icodusl 
• • J 



Entire Bible 

New Testament 
Genesis and xx. ch. \ 
of Ex.,Ps.,St.Jas. \ 
& John's Epistles J 
The Pentateuch . . 
r Psalms, Isa. , Daniel, \ 
\ & Jonah . . . j 
St. Luke & St. John . 
St. Luke . . . . 



Where circulated, 
or for whom de«%;ned. 



For educated natives. 

Prov. of Katch, between the 
Gulf of Eatch and the Indus. 

Province of Sindh. 

Sacred and learned language ot 
the Buddhists in Ceylon, 
Burma, Siam, Laos, Pegu, 
and Ava. 

S. part of Ceylon, from Bhatti- 
caloa'on the K to Cbilaw on 
the W., and in the interior. 

For Portuguese settlers and 
their descendants in Ceylon 
and various parts of the Indian 
Seas. 

Province of Assam. 

Manipur, South of Aasam. 

Tibet. 

Ehasia Hills. 

Burma. 

Province of Pegu. 

For the Baghi- Karens in Bur- 
ma. 

The Sgau- Karens in Burma. 

The Pwo- Karens in Burma. 

Siam. 
Cochin-China. 



:i 



!■ 



Entire Bible . 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

New Testament 

Do. ... 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

Four Gospels & Acts 

St. Matt. & St. John 

C Num. , Josh . , Jud. , 

\ Ruth., 1& 2 Sam. 

t and N. T. . . 

Psalms .... 

Gn.,Ps.&N.T. Parts 

New Testament . 
Four Gosp. & Acts 
New Testament . 
St. Matthew . . 
Psalms & New Test. 



China. 

Wenchow and neighbourhood. 
Shanghai and neighbourhood. 

Ningpo and neighbourhood. 

Taichow and neighbourhood. 

Canton and neighbourhood. 
In the province of Kwantuog. 
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[gStll &) 



§ 



Versious, 



§ 



§ 
§ 



171 



172 



178 

174 
176 
176 



177 

178 

179 

180 
181 
182 
183 



184 



185 



186 



187 



188 

189] 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 
195 



China and Japan— comC 

F&h-Chow Vemaeular (Chinese 
character) 

Do. (Rom. char.), Stewart's ver- 
sion 

Amoy Vernacular {B^m, ch&T.) 

Do, (Chinese char. ) . . . . 

Do.f for blind (Rom. chai-aoter). 

i>o., for blind (Braille) . . . 

SvxUow Vernacular {ChaO'Chow) 
(Rom. char. ), Dnffus* version. 

Hainan Vemaeula/r .... 

Manchu 

Mongol {Literary), Swan k 
Stallybrass 

Do. (Manchu character) . . . 

Do. (Mongolian character) . , 

Northern, or Burial Vernacular, 
Schmidt's version . . . R. 

Southern, or KalkTias Vernacular, 
Edkins and Schereschewsky . 

Kalmuk, or JVestorn Mongol. M. 

Do.y PozdnejefTa version . . . 
Corea, Ross's version . . .• . 

Ainu (Rom. char.) 

Japanese, GutzlafiTs version . . 
Do. (by Com. of missionai'ies) . 
Do. (Roman character). . . . 

Do. (for bUnd) 

Do., Bettelheim's version . . 
Lv/ihu 

MALAYSIA. 

Malay (Roman character) . . 
Do. (Arabic character) . . . 
Do., Keasberry's version 

Arabic and Rom. char. 
Low Malay, or Soerahayan . 
Do., Marten's version . . 
Do., Klinkert's version . . 
Do. (Roman diaracter), ilac 

mahon's version .... 
Java, (Neth. Bib. Soc.) . . 
Do., Jansz' version. . . . 
Do, (in Arabic charauter). . 

Sunda 

Df/ak 

Nias 

SaTiguir 

Nicobar 

^a^(roto dialect) . . . 
Do, (Roman character) . . 
Do. {Mandailing dialect). . 
Do. (Roman character) . . 

Pangasinan 



m 



Wluit Priutctl. 



Wbere circuUted, 
or for whom desigMd. 



N.T.& parts of O.T. 
Ps. & New Test. . 



196|iracaMar (Neth. Bible Society) 
197'5u^i (Neth. Bible Society) . . 



Entire Bible . . 
Genesis .... 

St. Matthew . . 

Ephesians . . . 
\Gen., Four Gospels/ 
/ and Acts . . . \ 

Four Gospels . . . 

New Testament . . 

I Entire Bible . . 

New Testament . 

Do 

St. Matt., St John^ 

and Acts . . / 

I St. Mattliew . . . 

St. Matthew, St." 

John, and Acts. 
New Testament . 

Do 

Jonah k Four Gospels 
St. John ..." 
Entire Bible . . 
New Testament . 
/St. Mk.,St. John& 
\^ Par. of Prod. Son 
Luke, John, k Acts 
Luke to Romans . 



} 



{ 



Province of FahkieD. 



Amoy and Island of Formooi 

District of Swatow, in the i» 

vince of Canton. 
Islnnd of Hainan. 
Manchuria. 



Mongolia. 

Russian Mongolia. 

Chinese Mongolia. 

'. For Kalmnks of the Don& VoJi 
! in Russia ; & Elenths, Kaim:k 
I and SoungarSj of MongoU 
' Corea. 
Yezo, Japan. 



Jai)an. 



Luchu. 



{ 



Malay Peninsula; Islauds a 
Sumatra, Java, &c 



Batavia, &;c 



Entire Bible . . 
Do 

New Test. & parts of 

Old Test. . . . 
New Testament . \ 
Exodus .... I 
Four Gospels & Acts r 

}St. Matthew . . I 

New Testament . | | 

Entire Bible . . Wav 

A Gospel prepared J 

Genesis & New Test. WesteiTi part of Java. 

New Testament . . ' Borneo. 

St. Luke .... Island of Nias near Sumatn- 

Psalms, Pro v., & N.T. Sauguir Islands. 

St. Matthew . . . Nicobar Islands. 

New Testament . | ^.^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ 

Gen., Psalms & N. T. j 

Now Testament . 



,'a. 



} 



/Ps., Four Gospels, \ 
\ Acts, N. T. trans. I 
/Mark, Luke, John | 
\ and Acts . . . y 
Do. I i 



Ditto of Southern Samatzt. 
r^nzon, Philippine Islands. 

Celebes. 
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198 

199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 

205 
206 

207 
208 
209 
210 

211 

212 

218 



214 

215 

216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 

223 

224 
226 

226 

227 

228 
229 

230 
i231 

232 

233 
234 
.235 
236 
237 
288 



MotUf or Port Moresby, or Nev 

Gfuinea 

Keapcura 

Suau, New Guvnea^^, Cape dial. ) 

Murray Island 

Saibai, . , •. 

Narrinyeri 

Maori 

Do. (revised vetsion)' . . . . 

Mar4y or Nengone 

Lifu 

Do. (revised version) .... 

Uvea or laian 

Afieityum, Geddee k Inglis . . 
Tanna, Watt's version . . . 
Weasisi, Gray's versios . . . 

Nguna, Milne's version . . . 

i^i^wna, CopelandjGreen k Gnnn 

Eromanga, Gordon's version. . 

Do. , Robertson's version . . . 

AnivHif Paton's version . . . 



Fat^ 

Do. (* Combined 'dialect) 
Epiy Apij or Baki . . . 

Malo 

Tasiko 

Duke of York Island . . 

Fyji 

Roiuma 

Tonga 

NuU 



Samoa 

Rarotonga 

Do. (revised version) . . . 
Tahiti (revised, with maps) . 
Do. (revised version) . . . 
Marquesa 



EAST AFRICA. 
Coptic (with Arabic) .... 
Nubian (Fadidja dialect), Lep- 

sius' version 

Falasha-Ka/ra 

Ethiopic 

Do. (with Amharic) . . . . 

Amharic 

Do. (revised version) . . . . 

Bogos 

Tigrai {Tigr6) 

Oalla 

Do. (Southern) Wakefield's ver. 

Ittu Qalla 

Nyika, or Kinika (St. John, 
Romans, and Ephesiaus trans- 
lated by Krapf ) 

Do., Wakefield 8 version . . . 



Oceania. 

j-Four Gospels . . . 

St. Mark . . . . 
Do. . . . . 

St. Mark k St. John 
St.- Matt. & St. Mark 
Exts. from 0. k N.T. 
Entire Bible . . \ 
Do. * . , j 
Pent, Ps.&N.Test-v 

JEntire Bible . . / 

New Test. & Psalms . 

Entire Bible . . . 

St. Matthew & Acts| 

• Jn. i.-vi. (tentative)/ 

(Gn., Four Gos., Acts, \ 
1 John, k Rev. . / 



Port Moresby, New Guinea. 

New Guinea. 

South Cape. 

South of New Guinea. 

Several islands in Torres Straits. 

Natives of S. Australia. 

New Zealand. 

Loyalty Islands. 

Uvea, Loyalty Islands. 
Aneityum, New Hebrides. 

Tanna, New Hebrides 

of the New 



Several islands 
Hebrides. 
Gen., St. Mark& Acts'Futuna, New Hebrides. 
rGen.,St. Matt, St. ^ | 
\Mk.,St.Luke,&Actsv Eromanga, New Hebrides. 
Four Gospels k Acts J 
,Matt., Mark, John, 
J Acts, 1 & 2 Tim., 
I Tit, Phil., James, 
^ 1, 2, 3 John, Jude 
Gen. & parts of N.T. I 
New Testament . / 
S. Matt. & St Mark 
St. Mark . . . 
St Matthew . . 
St. Matthew k Acts 
Entire Bible . . 
New Testament . 
Entire Bible . . 
N.T.,& Thirty-threej 
books of the 0. T.| 
Entire Bible . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 



{ 



Aniwa, New Hebrides. 



Fate, New Hebrides. 

Epi, New Hebrides. 

St. Bartholomew, New Hebrides 

S.E. of Epi, New Hebrides. 

South of New Ireland. 

Fiji Islands. 

Rotuma. 

Friendly Islands. 

Savage Island. 



•o' 



Navigators' Islands. 
1 1 Hervey or Cook's Islands. 



Tahiti, Society Islands. 



} 



Some chaps, of S.John The Marquesas. 

Africa. 

Psalms & Gospels 
St. Mark .... 
Do. . . . -j 



N. Test k Psalms 
New Testament 
Entire Bible . 
Do. . . 
St. Mark . . . '. 
Four Gospels . . . 
Parts of Bible & N.T. 
St. John . . . . 
St. Matthew ... . 



St. Luke . 
St. Matthew 



For the Copts in Egypt. 

Muhammadans about Dongola. 
For Jews in the Kara district of 
Abyssinia, about Metammeh. 
For the Church in Abyssinia. 



Abyssinia. 

The Bilin tribe in N. Abyssinia. 
Eastern Abyssinia. 

>Galla country. 

Harar. 

Wanika tribes. 
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239 

240 

241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 

247 

248 

249 
250 

251 

252 

253 
254 

255 
256 

257 

258 
259 
260 
261 
262 

263 

264 

265 
266 

267 

268 

269 

270 
271 

272 



278 

274 
276 
276 
277 



East Africa — cont. 

Ganda, or Lu-Oanda .... 

Swahili (Rom. char. ) . , . . 

Do. (Arabic char. ) 

Mombasa Swahili^ with Giryama 

Giryama 

Chagga {Mochi dialect) . , . 

Sagalla 

Bondei 

Yew, Maples* version , . . . 
Do., Hetherwick's version . . 
Kaguru 

Gogo 

Taveta 

Malagasi 

Ditto (Revision Committee) . . 

Mauritius Creole 



WEST AFRICA. 

Berber (Four Gospels & Genesis 
translated) 

Kahyle (Roman character). . . 

Rifi (Arabic char. ) Mackintosh's 

version 

Jolqf 

Mandlngo (Four Gospels trans.) 



Africa — cont inued, 

(Gospels, Actfl,Roni.,x 
|Gal..Eph., Philip., [ 
Co & Rev. . . ) 
Entire Bible . . \ 
St.Matt. &St. John/ 
St. Luke . . . \ 
Do. ... J 
St. Matthew . . 
St. Mark . . . . 
St. Matt, k St. Luke 
St. Matthew . . \ 
New Testament . J 
St. Luke . . . . 



St.Matt.&St. Luke 



{ 



St. John 
Entire Bible . . '^ 
Do. . . . / 



'■} 



Temne 



Mende 

Bullom (with English) 
Acra, ov Gd . . . . 
Otshi, or Atfhanti . . 
Herero 



rSt.Matt.,St. Mark, 
\ and St. Luke 

\Part of St. Luke' 
/ (Arabic char. ) . 
|St. Mark, St. Luke, 
\ k St. John . . 






St. Matt, k St. John 
St. Matthew . . . 



Do 



•  • • I 



Ew4 

Popo, or DaJtomi .... 

Fanti 

Voruba, Crowther's version . 
Ditto (revised version) . . 

Igb'ira 

Hausa 

Ibo 



Dualla 



Kimhundii 



SOUTH AFRICA. 

Ovamho 

Nama (Old Test, translated) 
Ch liana or SccJnuina . 

Ped/i, or i^epcdi 

Gwa'inha 



{ 



/Gen., Exod., Lev.j-i 

\ Ps.,& New Test./ 

St. Matt, to Romans 

St. Matthew . . . 

Entire Bible . . . 

Do 

New Test. & Psalms. 

N. T., and several \ 

Bks. of the 0. T. j 

Ps. and New Test. \ 

/Gen. and the Four\ 

\ Gospels . . . j 

Entire Bible . . \ 

Do. . . . j 

St. Matthew . . | 

/Gen., Exodus, Ps.,\ 
\ Isaiah, and N.T. j 
TEight Books of the^i 
\ New Testament / 

Four Gospels . . . 

Parts of Old Test. . 

St. Luke & St. John/ 



St. Matthew . . . 
New Test, k Psalms. 
Entire Bible . . . 
New Testament . . 
Four Gospels k Acts. 



U-Ganda,N. of YictoriaNyanzi 

Zanzibar, &c. 

Neighbourhood of Mombasa. 

S. of Eilima-Njaro, E. AfTici 
East Central AMca. 
North of Zanzibar. 

Yaos, £. and S. of Lake Njasi 

A tribe of E. Equatorial iSfnx 
The Wagogo, a tribe of £a£ 

Equatorial Africa. 
East Equatorial AMca. 

Madagascar. 

For Creoles in Mauritius. 



Algeria and Tunisia. 



Morocco. 

A Tribe near Bathurst, Gambii 
Mandingo country, S. of Gamli 
River. 

Quiah country, near Sierra I/oiA 

Mende tribe, near Sierra Lecct 
Near Sierra Leone. 
Eastern part of Gold Coast. 
Gold Coast and Ashanti Conntn 
Damara Land. 

Western pai-t of Gold Coast 

Dahomi, between theVoltaaa* 

Lagos. 
Fanti, in the neigh bourho-^l ^' 

Cape Coast Castle. 

Yoruba-land. 

Mouths of the Niger and "' 

Binue. 
For Hausa tribe, k each si t-^ * 

the rivers Niger k TschaJi^ 
A Tribe on the banks of *- 

Niger, &c 
Nupe tribe, on the Niger. 
Cameroons. 
Angola country, from Lf-^"' 

to Melange. 



N. of Great Namaqua Lan<5- 
Great Namaona Lajid. 
Bechuana k Matabele tribes. 
North TransvaaL 
Transvaal k E. of the limp'f 
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278 

279 
280 



281 
282 

283 

284 
285 

286 
287 
288 
289 

290 

291 

292 
293 

294 

295 

296 

297 
298 
299 
300 
301 
302 

303 

304 



South Africa — cont. 
Suto, or Sesuto . . . < 



^ulu ( Amer. Bib. Soc. ) 
Kafir ^ or Xosa . . . 
Do. (revised version) . 



Gh-eenland (Bible trans.) . 
JUskimo (Rom. char.) . . 
Do. (Syllabic character) . 



Africa —continued. 
Entire Bible 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



r Basuto I^and, Cape Colony, and 
* \ : Orange Free State. 



Kafir Land. 



America. 

/N. T. & large por-\ 

\ tion of O. T. . / 

Entire Bible . . . 

St, Luke . . . \ 



Saida {Hyd^xh) I St. Matthew 



•{ 



Kwagutl | St. M:.tt. & St. John . 

Mohawk (with English) (Pent, j T Isaiah, St. Luke, &\ 
& Psalms trans.) i\ St. John. . . / 

Mic-Mac , /Portions of Old andj 

\^ New Test. . . / 
Maliscct 'St. John . . . . 

Iroquois Four Gospels . . | 

Crcej Eastern dialect (Syllabic! "l-c .. t,., i 
character) . . . . . . ^ ^"*^^« ^'^^^ 

Do., Western dialect (Arch- 
deacon Hunter's, Rom. char.) 

Tinni (Slavi) (Syllabic char.) . 

Do. (Rom. char.) 

CMpewyan 



Beaver 

Tukudh 

Blackfoot 
Ojihwa 



Maya 

Mexican 

Quichua 

Guarani (with Spanish) . . . 
NegroEjiglish Dialect of Surinam 
Aimara (New Testament trans- 
lated), with Spanish . . . 

Yahgan 

Dominica, French Patois . . 



j- Parts of New Test. . 

:} 



New Testament 
Do. . . . 

New Testament 



St. Mark 



/Pent. , Josh, to Ruth, ) 
\ & N. Test. . . / 

St. Matthew . . | 

/Gen., Ps., Minor I 
I Prophets, St. John/ 

St. Luke and St, John 

St. Luke . . . . 

St. John .... 

Ser. on the Mount . 

N. Test, and Psalms 

I St. Luke . . . . 

J- St. Luke, St. John-k 
\ and Acts . . / 

St. Mark . . . j 



Greenland. 

Labrador. ; 

Natives on Great and Little, 

Whale Rvs., Hudson's Bay. 
Queen Charlotte Islands, Brit. 

Columbia. 
Indians of Vancouver's Island. 
Indian Nations, West of the 

Falls of Niagara. 

Indians in Nova Scotia. 

Indians in New Brunswick. 

Indians in Provinces of Quebec 
and Ontario. 

Creelndians, Hudson's Bay Ter- 
ritories. 

Indians in Rupert's Land. 

Indians on the Mackenzie River. 
From Churchill to Athabasca. 
Indians on the Peace River. 

Tukudh or Loucheux Indians, 
Youcon River. 

Indians on the E. of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Chippeway or Saulteaux In- 
dians. 

Yucatan. 

Mexico. 

Interior of Argentine Republic. 

Guai'ani of Paraguay. 

Surinam, Dutch Guiana. 

Bolivia. 

A tribe in the South of Tierra: 
del Fuego. ; 

Dominica, St. Lucia, Grenada and ' 
Trinidad. 



RECAPITULATION.— The Translation, Printing, or Distribution of the whole or part of 
e Bible has been promoted by the Society, 

Directly ... in 239 Languages or Dialects \m ^ -, qavi 
Indirectly . . in 65 ditto j-iotai, d04. 

Seven of the 'indirect* versions, marked with (§), namely, Judaeo- Spanish with Hebrew, 
'oncegianf Ancient Ar7nenian,Hindusiani,Bengali,Burme8e, and Chinese ( J'Fenli), are simply new 
anslations of a language alread}' numbered, and are not included in the above total of 65. . 

Twenty-four versions, prepared by other societies, and marked (*), have been removed from 
le list, leaving the number of versions and revisions promoted by the Society at 375. The 
3w languages are Maksim Mordvin, Altai-Kirghiz Turkt, Taichow, Keapara, Malo, .Tasiko, 
^ombasa Swahili, Oiryama, Chagga, Sagalla, Tav-eta^ Ovavibo, and Dominica French Patois. 

Lapp, No. 20 in last Report, has been removed, the version being the same as Swedish Lapp. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 



STNCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE LAST BBPOBT. 



From Miss Heron. 
Petit Faroissieu de la Jeunesse. Paris, n.d. 

From the University of Lbyden. 
A collection of primers and books used in the Dutch East Indian Colonial Schools. 

From the Committee of the Society for Promoting Christian 

Knowledge. 

Readings from Holy Scriptures. Black foot Indian. 

Baptismal Services in the Ainu Language. 

African Aphorisms. "W. E. Taylor. 

Portion of the Book of Common Prayer, in Tenni (Slav6). W. C. Bompas. 

From A. Taylor, Esq. 
Mosquito Grammar, A. Henderson. New York, 1846. 

From the Rev. Samuel Mateer. 
Malayalam New Testament. Part I. The Gospels. Bombay, 1811. 

From Mrs. J. B. Simpson. 

Du Pin's Compleat History of the Canons and Writers of the Old and Now Testament 
London, 1699. 

From R. H. Cooke, Esq., F.R.C.S. 

Sainte Bible. Martin. Basle, 1760. 

Nouveau Testament. De Saci. Faiis, 1730. 2 vols. 

Koran. Slightly imperfect. (Supposed 1st edition.) 

Book of Mormon. Liverpool, 1888. 4th edition. 

Collection of Tracts, &c., in Ethiopic and Latin. Lyons, 1661. 

From B. N. CusT, Esq., LL.D., the Author. 

Africa Rediviva. London, 1891. 
Missionary Map of Africa. 

From the Rev. H. Grellieb. 
A Gaelic Bible. Edinburgh, 1831. 

From Dr. W. A. Elmslie. 

Sermon on the Mount, and Pambles in Ngoni. (The first printing from the Native 
Mission Press in Livingstonia.) 

From the Rev. Dr. W. Wyatt Gill. 
Original letter of King Pomare II. of Tahiti With Translation. 

From Mrs. Poylb. 
An original letter of Rev. Thomas Charles, Bala. 
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From the Vutv. W. M. Paull. 
GennaQ Expurgated Bible, for School and House. Glaros, ISS8. 

From George Jervis, Esq. 
St. Mark, Si. Luke, and St. John, printed in ordinary book fonn. London, 1885. 

From Pastor Audry, Tournay. 
Histoire et Concorde de Quatre Evangelistes. Brussels, 1676. 

From S. H. Ray, Esq. 
Note on the People and Languages of New Ireland and Admiralty Islands. 

From the Library Committee of the Corporation of the City of Lokdon. 
Catalogue of Hebraica and Jndaica in tlie City of London Library. London, 1891. 

From — . Saxton, Esq. 
St. Paul's Epistles in Modem English. F. Fenton, 1890. 

From the Rev. John Sharp, M.A. 

Journal of Transactions of the Victoria Institute. Vols. i. — xxiv. (1866-90). 

Williams* EngUsh and Sanskrit Dictionary. Madras, 1851. 

Williams* Sanskrit and English Dictionary. London, 1872. 

Religious Tract Society's Paia^graph Bible. Large 4to. 

Macray's Annals of the Bodleian Library. Oxford, 1868. 

Winslow*s Tamil and English Dictionary. Madras, 1862. 

From Dr. Duka. 
Malan's Notes on Proverbs. Vol. I. (chap. i. — x.). 

From Captain F. R. Rundall, the Author. 
Manual of the Siyin Dialect of the Northern Chin Hills. Rangoon, 1891. 

From B. Broomhall, Esq. 
China's Millions, for 1890-91. 

From the Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of Ethnology. 

Omaha and Ponka Letters. J. 0. Dorsey. Washington, U.S.A., 1891. 

Catalogue of Prehistoric Works East of the Rocky Mountains. C. Thomas. Wasli. 

ington, U.S.A., 1891. 
Bibliography of the Algonquian Languages. J. C. Pilling. Washington, 1891. 
Contributions to North American Ethnology. Vol. 11., pts. 1 and 2, A. S. Gatschett, 

and Vol. VI., J. 0. Dorsey. Washington, 1890. 

From Pastor Alexis Winagrodow, St. Petersburg. 
History of the Anglo-American Bible. St. Petersburg, 1889-91. 

From Mr. T. Hofer, Vienna. 

German Bible. Simon Grynaeus. Basel, 1776. 5 vols. 

German New Testament and Psalms. Zurich, 1778-7. With Metrical Psalms. A.. 

Lobwasser. Zurich, 1777. 
French New Testament. Ostervald. Lausanne, 1826. 

From the Finnish Missionary Society. 

St. Matthew in Moshindonga. Helsingfors, 1891. 

Stories from the Bible, ditto. M. Rautauen and T. Reijonen. Helsingfors, 1889. 

Hymns and Liturgy, ditto. Helsingfors, 1892. 
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From Mrs. Kosloff. 

Book of Common Prayer. London, 1819. With a Tiew of Cambridge painted on 
edges. 

From the Family of the late Samuel Hey, Esq., F.R.C.S., Leeds. 

P« rtrait of Rev. Joseph Jowett, M.A., formerly Editorial Superintendent of the 
Society. 

From Rev. G. R. Osborn. 
Two Discourses by the late Rev. George Osborn, D.D. 

From Miss Lauua Soames. 
Introduction to Phonetics. London, 1891. 



BY rUllUHASE. 

Ostewald's New Testament, i^dition publiee par la Fondation L^o. Nancy, 1891. 

Owen's Travels in 1791-2. London, 1796. 2 vols. 

Ebert's Allgemeines Bibliographisches Lexikon. Leipzig) 1821-80. 

Kdnig's Bibliotheca Vetus et Nova, &c. Altdorf, 1678. 

Labbe's Bibliotheca Bibliothecarum, &c. Rouen, 1678. 

Way of Faith, or the Abridged Bible. Intended for Jewish Schools and Families 
London, 1848. 

Balfour's Cyclopaedia of India, &c. London, 1885. 8 vols. 

Badger's English- Arabic Lexicon. London, 1881 

Hershon's Genesis, with Talmudical Commentary. London, 1883. 

Bliss's Encyclopedia of Missions. New York, 1891. 2 vols. 

Young's Analytical Concordance. Sixth revised edition. Edinburgh, [18S2]. 

Tell El-Amarna Tablets in ikitish Museum. London, 1892. 
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COMPENDIUM. 



Bible Societies connected with the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Auxiliaries. . 1,126 | Branches . . 488 | Associations . 3,982 | Total . 5,596 

*^* These numbers are exclusive of the Auxiliaries, Branc?ies, and Associations 

of the Hibernian Bible Society. 



Auxiliaries 



EUROPE. AND THE COLONIES. 
. 156 I Branches . . 1,563 1 Total 



. 1,719 



THE SOCIETY'S F 
And the chief Dep6ts 

fFRAXCE — Paris, Marseilles, &c. 

Belgium — Brussels. 

Holland — Utrecht, Amsterdam. 

Germany — Berlin, Cologne, Frankfort, &c. 

AusTEiA with Hungary — Vienna, Trieste, Bel- 
gi*ade, Klausenberg, Prague, Seraievo, War- 
saw, Pesth, Lemberg, Bucharest, &c. 

Italy, &c.— Rome, Leghorn, Florence, Genoa, 
Milan, Naples, &c. 

Spain — Madrid, Barcelona, Gibraltar, Seville, 
&c. 

Portugal — Lisbon, Oporto. 

D EN M ABK — Copenhagen. 

KoRWAY — Christiania, Christian ssand, Sta- 
vanger, Bergen, Trondhjem, Tromso. 

Russian Empire — St. Petersburg, Moscow, 
Odessa, Charkoff, Kieif, Tiflis, Helsingfors, 
&c. 



OREIGN AGENCIES, 
in connection with them. 

Turkish Empire and Greece — Constanti- 
nople, Athens, Rustchuk, Smyrna, Volo, &c. 

Morocco — Tangier. 

North Africa — Algiers. 

Egypt, Palestine, &c. — Alexandria, Aden, 
Beyrout, Cairo, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Port 
Said, Malta, &c. 

Pep.sia — Ispahan and Baghdad. 

BuRMAH — Rangoon. 

Malaysia — Singapore. 

China, Manchuria, Corea, &c.— Shanghae, 
Hankow, Tientsin, Chefoo, Moukden, 
Hongkong, Canton, &c. 

Japan — Yokohama, Tokyo, &c. 

South America, &c. — Rio de Janeiro and 
Rosario. 

West Indes — Barbadoes, &c. 



THE SOCIETY'S AGENCIES, 
With the amounJi of their Issices. 





Date of 






Date of 




1 Name of Agency. 

1 


Forma- 
tion. 


Copies. 


Name of Agency. 


Forma- 
tion. 


Copies. 


r 

1 Depdt in Paris 


1820 


8,656,413 


1 Brought forward . 




33,079,492 


I ,, Brussels . 


1835 


852,421 


Dep6t in Lisbon . 


1864 


202,204 


1 ,, Amsterdam 


1843 


1,434,721 


,, Copenhagen 


1855 


968,985 


,, Berlin, Cologne, 






Agencies in Norway 


1832 


836,684 


Frankfort . 


1858 


14,741,200 


Depdt in Stockholm 


1832 


2,943,899 


,, Vienna . 




3,950,206 


,, St. Petersburg . 
,, Odessa and 


1828 


6,032,439 


,, Rome, Leghorn, &c. 


1860 


2,029,129 






,, Madrid . 
Cai-ried forward . 


1868 


1,415,402 


Tiflis . 
Total 


1868 


2,428,970 


33,079,492 


46,492,673 



SOCIETIES IN BRITISH INDIA 
In direct connection urith the British and Foreign Bible Society ^ with their Issues. 



Name of Bible Society. 

Bombay Bible Society . 
Panjab ditto, at Lahore . 
North India Bible Society 

at Allahabad 
Calcutta Bible Society . 



Date of 
Forma- 
tion. 

1818 



1845 
1811 



Copies. 



798,970 
481,192 

1,002,452 
2,646,672 



Name of Bible Society. 



Madras Bible Society 
I Bangalore Bible Society 
I Colombo Bible Society 
j Jaffna Bible Society 
I By Serampore Mission 



Date of 
Forma- 
tion. 

1820 

1812 
1835 



Copies. 



4,325,392 
162,932 
199,500 
190,035 
200,000 
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FOREIGN SOCIETIES 

Formerly or at preseiU ctaniried by the British and Foreign Bible Society, wiih the ajnotint of their 
lasues, as far an ir^ormation has been received. Some of these Societies are not now in exisl€iue. 

EUROPE. 






Name of Bible Society. 



Carried forward 



Pate of 

Fomuf 

tion. 



Basle Bible Society 
PruBsiau B. Soc. at Berlin 
Swedish Bible Society 
Finnish Bible Soc, at Abo 
Russian Bible Society, at 

St. Petersburg 
WUrtemberg Biole Soc. 
Zurich Bible Society 
Berg B. Soc, at Elberfeld 
Coire Bible Society . 
St. Gall Bible Society 
Schaffhausen Bible Society 
Danish Bible Society 
Geneva Bible Society 
Hamburg Altona B. Soc. 
Hanover Bible Society 
Lausanne Bible Society 
Lubeck Bible Society 
Saxon Bible Society 
Aargovian Bible Society 
Bremen Bible Society 
Brunswick Bible Society 
Icelandic Bible Society 
"Netherlands Bible Society 
Schleswig-Holstein B. Soc 
Strasburg Bible Society 
Frankfort Bible Society 
Lauenburg-Ratzeburg B.S. 
Lippe-Detmold B. Society 
Neufchatel Bible Society . 
Norwegian Bible Society . 
Rostock Bible Society 

Carried forward . 



Pennsylvania Bible Soc. . 

American Bible Society . 

Bible Association of 

Friends in America . 



1804 
1805 
1809 
1812 

181 

1812 

1812 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1814 

1815 

1815 

1815 

1815 

1816 

1815 

1815 

1816 

1816 

1816 

1816 

1816 

1816 



Copies. 



777,612 
2,321,876 
1,068,114 

239,273 

861,106 

1,972,667 

82,972 

944,446 
12,267 
77,660 
30,077 

404,788 

147,232 
* 266,416 

241,208 

226,667 
37,253 

822,113 
48,229 

103,029 

6,312 

10,445 

1,903,796 

211,744 

132,569 
30,477 
34,165 
42,955 
37,043 

621,075 
26,000 



Name of BiUe Society. 

Brought forward . 
Waldensian Bible Society, 

at La Tour . 
Berne Bible Society 
Eutin Bible Society 
Hesse-Darmstadt B. Soc. 
Waldeck and Pyrmon 

Bible Society 
Eisenach Bible Society 
Hanan Bible Society 
Hesse-Cassel Bible Soc. 
Protestant B. S. at Paris 
Glarus Bible Society 
Ionian Bible Society 
Baden Bible Society 
Anhalt-Bernburg B. Soc. 
Bavarian Prot. Bible In 

stitution at Nuremberg 
Weimar Bible Society 
Marburg Bible Society 
Russian Evangelical Bible 

Society 
Stavanger Bible Society 
French and Foreign Bible 

Society at Paris . 
Antwerj) Bible Society 
' Belgian and For. Bible Soc 
Ghent Bible Society 
Anhalt-Dessau Bible Soc 
Belgian P^ibleAsaociations 
Leipzig Bible Society 
Bible Society of France 

Total . 



! Date of 
Fonna- 
, tion. 



'13,640,483 



AMERICA. 



1808 3,853,452 
1816 64,233,712 

1830 127,470 



68,214,634 



Brought forward . 
American and Foreign 

Bible Society 
American Bible Union . 

Total . 



1816 

1817 
1817 

1817 
1818 
1818 
1818 
1818 
1819 
1819 
1820 
1821 

1821 
1821 
1825 



Copies. 



13,640,48S I 

4,233 ' 

257,650  

12,889 ' 

33,271 i 

2,800  
16,000 1 
3,316 
30,000 I 
575,074 , 
5,000' 
7,377 
114,995 . 
7,802 

432,584 

20,000 

I 25,165 



1826 


1 
1,025,467 • 


1828 


7.017 . 


1833 


750,00" 


1834 


43d 


1834 


7,623' 


1834 


8. 980 


1836 


35,826 


1839 


14,909 


1840 


69,355 


1864 


217,459 



17,825,719 



1837 
1850 



.58,214,634 

78^696 
603,181 

59,604,514 



SUMMARY OP THE CIROULATION BY KISDRED SOCIETIES. 

In British India (until 1867)* 3,968,968 Copies. 

In Euroije 17,3^6,719 „ 

In America ^',^^'^*P}j' >» 

Total . . . "80,8897201 



»i 



* Subsequent issoes Included in the next table. 
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Issues Irg % ^ritisl^r sub ^anign §ible ^omi^. 



Date. 


















Faou London. 


On the Continent, Arc. 


Total. 


March 7, 1804, to 
Sept 17, 1805. 














{None issued, tht 




New Testa- 






Xew Testa- 






Universities not 


Bibles. 


ments. 


rcrtions 


lUblcs. 


ments. 


Portions 




having cmnpkted 
















their Stereotype 
Editions.) 






























To March 31, 1808 


10,544 


63,113 


1,500 








81,157 


March 25, 1809 


35,910 


40,862 


500 








. 77,272 


Feb. 16, 1810 


18,262 


45,746 


460 








64,468 


March 25, 1811 


33,609 


68,009 


1,000 








102,618 


Feb. 21, 1812 


34,690 


70,783 


1,000 








106,423 


Dec. 31, 1812 


80,819 


121,261 


500 


lii*585 


"20,940 




236,105 


March SI, 1814 


167,320 


184,849 


400 


3,100 


4,900 




360,569 


Marcli 31, 1S15 


126,156 


123,356 


420 


8,150 


14,350 




272,432 


March 31, 181(3 


138,168 


109,834 


234 


1,165 


9,810 




259,211 


March 31, 1817 
March 31, 1818 


92,192 


100,176 


C63 


6,000 


20,000 


, •••••• 


218,021 


89,325 


98,440 


6,336 


4,200 


73,800 




272,101 


March 31, 1819 


123,060 


133,062 


8,909 


19,000 


133,000 




412,031 


March 31, 1820 


114,199 


139,413 


8,271 


24,000 


100,000 





380,883 


March 31, 1821 


102,517 


141,841 


2,599 


20,005 


91,725 


•••••• 


358,0b7 


March 31, 1S22 


117,357 


136,706 


1,676 


38,590 


67,607 




361,996 


Marcrh 31, 1823 


111,220 


136,447 


12,188 


32,795 


57,692 




350,337 


March 31, 1821 


118,637 


165,637 


6,221 


10,309 


37,250 




338,054 


March 31, 1825 


115,218 


162,831 


2,606 


8,250 


31,050 




319,955 


March 31, 1820 


108,277 


163,601 


14,224 


8,000 


20,000 




314,402 


March 31, 1827 


117,100 


164,209 


12,691 


1,100 


57,800 





352,900 


Marcli 31, 1828 


130,704 


197,960 


7,606 


15,775 


78,850 




430,895 


March 31, 1829 


156,909 


194,132 


14,383 


9,035 


74,894 




448,853 


March 31, 1830 


132,645 


180,829 


12,479 


20,114 


86,116 


""2,739 


434,422 


March 31, 1831 


151,304 


188,712 


9,209 


14,148 


105,653 


1,843 


470,929 


Marcli 31, 1832 


126,372 


180,771 


36,002 


30,982 


207,789 


2,022 


583,888 


March 81, 1833 


129,546 


166,711 


12,400 


24,317 


199,207 


4,060 


536,841 


March 31, 1834 


115,391 


154,335 


18,465 


13,374 


92,211 


124 


393,900 


March 31, 1835 


141,881 


276,979 


106,662 


19,594 


107,573 


915 


653,604 


3Iarch 31, IS'^G 


174,727 


189,126 


49,018 


21,846 


123,314 


611 


558,842 


March 31, 1S37 


164,664 


182,645 


31,488 


23,207 


130,306 


533 


541,843 


March 31, 1838 


153,930 


179,902 


35,932 


36,6<5l 


186, 9S4 


1,049 


594,898 


March 31, 1839 


148,322 


210,127 


58,827 


33,917 


202,766 


4,109 


658,008 


March 31, 1840 


239,147 


264,462 


34,850r 


37,053 


199,157 


1,091 


776,300 


March 31, 1811 


261,984 


348,380 


27,491 


38,960 


222,637 


1,460 


900,912. 


March 31, IS 42 


266,787 


298,629 


19,128 


34,190 


196,348 


469 


815,551 


March 31, 1843 


277,391 


433,248 


17,191 


39,555 


214,454 


221 


982,060 


March 31, 1844 


272,572 


373,554 


30,498 


36,257 


229,145 


2,-0O5 


944,031 


March 31, 1845 


258,822 


331,027 


15,751 


43,556 


264,632 


2,023 


015,811 


March 31, 1840 


473,146 


009,345 


22,297 


45,559 


283,570 


7,729 


1,441,651 


Marcli 31, 1847 


504,238 


592,384 


12,608 


42,600 


206,738 


721 


1,419,2F3 


March 31, 1848 


365; 329 


461,043 


10,989 


60,987 


234,899 


820 


1,124,007 


March 31, 1849 


356,315 


897,690 


48,128 


49,678 


249,045 


5,767 


1,107,518 


March 31, 1850 


348,099 


408,185 


26,969 


68,739 


276,700 


8,053 


1,136,695 


March 31, 1851 


384,552 


880,516 


17,005 


62,522 


266,734 


20,288 


1,137,017 


March 31, 1852 


394,169 


889,365 


21,647 


62,819 


272,920 


14,222 


1,154,642 


March 31, 1R53 


443,968 


881,956 


14,628 


49,976 


265,738 


12,528 


1,168,794 


March 31, lSo4 


482,028 


494,852 


39,083 


88,628 


249,949 


12,988 


1,367,528 


March 31, 1%5 


470,153 


510,880 


32,349 


95,281 


316,798 


19,915 


1,450,876 


Marrh 31, I'^'O 


450,400 


458,494 


34,251 


101,470 


390,679 


30,100 


1,474,394 


March 31, 1857 


501,559 


461,106 


39,300 


126,222 


369,788 


19,883 


1,517,858 


Marcli 31, 1S58 


473,537 


457,403 


40,623 


183,070 


420,635 


21,313 


1,602,187 


March 31, 1850 


503,147 


443,739 


42,401 


174,495 


445,629 


16,574 


1,625,985 


March 31, 1S;;0 


582,750 


437,512 


121,441 


177,448 


469, K34 


28,936 


1,917,897 


March 31, isr-l 


558.091 


530,521 


44,340 


102,303 


460,109 


25,434 


1,7&7,393 


March 31, 1S02 


502,485 


445,074 


52,448 


120,135 


423,611 


45,545 


1,595,248 


March 31, 1803 


539,470 


487,872 


491,127 


117,004 


466,919 


31,378 


2; 133,860 


March 31, ISGt 


583,970 


040,922 


024,875 


118,:5»'o 


500,008 


26,975 


2,495,118 


March 31, 18o5 


566,390 


087,091 


492, If 


128,70 : 


528,901 


46,852 


2,450,127 


March 31, ISOC 


550,056 


554,330 


365,758 


152,00; 


528,428 


144,053 


2,296,130 


1 March 31, lSu7 


547,380 


603,524 


343,072 


171,5:',(; 


629,011 


188,857 


2,383,3?0 


March 31, 1808 


533,594 


432,104 


380,291 


18 4,910 


546,718 


317,159 


2,400,776 


March 31, 1809 


491,481 


390,760 


247,377 


100,271 


520,3sl 


324,350 


2,140,620 


March 81, 1870 


519,980 


421,577 


330,345 


193,263 


463,853 


257,168 


2,186,1^6 


March 31, 1871 


587,306 


572,808 


1,034,487 


162,900 


860,851 


734,716 


3,903,067 


March 31, 1872 


526,101 


555,194 


303,555 


180,348 


542,459 


470,700 


•2,.-r4,357 


March 31, 1873 
Carried for^vard 


593,000 


515,118 


255,078 


201,772 


529,695 


498,273 


2,502,936 


18,967,893 


20,454,270 


6,104,388 


4,139,884 


15,452,026 


3,358,570 


08,477,031 
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From Lohdoh. 


On Toa Cohtckb; 


TTt ftc. 
* Portions. 


Total 


Date. 


3{blea. 


New Testa- 
ments. 


POTtions. 


BiUes. 


New Testa- 
ments. 


Brought forward 
March 31, 1874 
March 81, 1875 
March 31, 1876 
March 81, 1877 
• Marcli 31, 1878 
March 81, 1879 
March 81, 1880 
March 81, 1881 
March 81, 1882 
March 81, 1883 
March 81, 1884 
March 81, 1885 
March 81, 1886 
March 31, 18S7 
March 31, 1888 
March 81, 1889 
March 81, 1890 
March 81, 1891 
March 31, 1892 
Total 


18,967,893 
626,020 
610,893 
668,937 
630,406 
648,834 
572,152 
673,074 
686,671 
666,829 
611,172 
649,680 
649,295 
686,411 
643,078 
682,832 
641,902 
660,528 
668,256 
648,074 


20,454,270 

530,340 

493,678 

504,937 

521,184 

459,876 

471,819 

494,899 

495,212 

466,935 

499,219 

479,274 

1,883,661 

1,190,891 

1,090,336 

1,825,670 

870,146 

798,770 

740,824 

669,686 


6,104,888 
810,918 
368,456 
360,993 
835,383 
348,899 
871,248 
307,700 
418,168 
485,872 
432,022 
888,220 
845,579 
365,617 
342,473 
284,891 
275,033 
254,022 
399,258 
472,133 

12,971,163 


4,139,884 
226,761 
192,884 
187,087 
178,466 
185,065 
214,280 
197,949 
179,153 
171,795 
180,563 
178,820 
198,421 
195,102 
190,614 
186,229 
168,289 
175,677 
183,498 
175,239 

7,704,116 


15,452,026 
615,175 
494,085 
494,173 
633,314 
675,551 
635,627 
643,238 
480,373 
519,814 
642,048 
569,481 
616,006 
625,295 
600,260 
612,427 
613,536 
688,448 
605,471 
624,526 

26,380,873 


3,858,570 

445,876 

459,431 

472,108 

472,040 

630,372 

1,075,924 

663,502 

686,557 

737,800 

699,612 

868,479 

968,071 

1,110,688 

1,085,917 

1,118,983 

1,108,348 

1,814,818 

1,329,228 

1,399,5.S7 


68,477,031 
2,654,080 
2,619,427 
2,682,18.^ 
2,670,742 
2,943,597 
3,340,995 
2,780,862 
2,846,029 
2,938,545 
2,964,636 
8,118,304 
4,161,032 
4,128,904 
8,982,678 
4,206,032 
8,677.204 
8,792,263 
3,926,535 
S 9H9.215 


80,931, 18rt 


33,931,577 


19,975,^81' 13 1,Sl4,79ti| 



EDITIONS OF THE SCRIPTURES 

AND INTEGRAL PORTIONS THEREOF, 

Printed or Purchased for the British and Foreign Bible Society, inclusive of the copies 
printed for the Auxiliary Societies in the East Indies. (Made up to March 31, 1892.) 



Language. 



Acra or GA 

Aimara with Spanish 

Ainu 

Albanian (Toak) with Mod.Qreek .. 

Albanian (ToBk) 

(Gheg) 

Amharic 

Aneityum 

Annam 

Arabic 

with English 

with French 

(in Hebrew characters) 

for the blind 

Armenian (Ancient) 

^Modern) 

(Ancient and Modem) 

(Ararat) 

with Ancient in par. cols. .. 

Assam 

Baki (Api) 

Basque (French) 

(Spanish) 

Batta(Toba) 

(Mandailing) 

Beaver (Indian) 

Beluchi 

Bengali ,^ 

(Roman type) 

with English 

(Mussulman) 

Berber i 

Blackfoot (Indian) 

Bogos 

Bohemian 

Bondei 

Breton 

Bulgarian 

BuUom with English 

Burmese 

Canarese 

Canarese with English i ............ 



BtbU'B 


New Tpsts. 






and 


andN. T. 


Portions. 


Total. 


Old Teits. 


and Psalms. 








3,450 


41,119 


44,569 







1,104 


1,104 


1 




504 


504 




6,000 


29.000 


35,000 






6,500 


6,600 




5,066 


8,000 


13,000 


4,996 


16,010 


37,206 


68,212 


t 


4,040 


16,590 


20,630 






500 


500 


.68,584 


67,427 


220,914 


841,925 


1 




2,020 


2,020 






3,030 


3,030 






4,020 


4,020 






440 


440 


i 1 2,000 


16,075 


19,948 


88,023 


8,000 


37,960 


10,050 


51,010 




3,000 




3,000 


. 3,000 


15,000 


86,606 


64,000 1 




9,000 




9,000 






366 


800 






300 


800 




2,000 


18,660 


20,660 







7,591 


7,591 





13,606 


15,035 


2S,03a 




4,000 


3,010 


7,010 . 






610 


510 ' 






1,000 


1,000 ' 


24,056 


60,68li 


1,856,1.34 


1,430,216  





3,026 


1,000 


4,026 




2,018 




2,018 






125,660 


125,060 






250 


250 






604 


504 




• •• •■ « 


800 


300 


171,321 


398,232 


168,060 


737,603 






605 


505 




24,0.>0 


48,030 


67,080 


27,066 


97,458 


: 09,675 


224,133 






l.fiOO 


1,500 






21,000 


21,000 


17,666 


!:o,666 


378.500 


415.500 


1 

1 




2,600. 


2,500 
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language. 



Blblei 

and 

Old Tests. 



Canarese with Sanscrit 

Carsbuni 

Catalan 

Chaldalc , 

Chamba (Takri) 

Chinese 

Chipewya 

Coptic with Arabic 

Corea , 

Coren with Chinese .., 

Cree 

Croat 

Daoak(Dyak) 

Danish 

Derawal (Jatki) 

Dutch 

with English 

Duke of York Island .. 

English 

for the blind 

Eromanga 

Eskimo , 

Esthonian, Reval 

— — Dorpat 

Ethiopic 

and Amharic 

Ewe 

Falasha 

Fanti 

Pate 

Fiji 

Finn 

Flemish 

French 

with Breton . 

with English 

with Flemish 

with German 



97,678 



5,050 
10,025 



219,850 
872,249 



27,320,913 



1,277 




Frisian 

Gaelic 

Qalla 

Ganda 

Georgian 

German 

with Bohemian 

with English . 

with Greek .... 



Gogo 

Gond 

Greek (Ancient) 

^ with English 

with French 

with German 

with Latin 

with Modem Greek 

Urdu and Persian .. 



(Modern) 



Greenland 

Guarani 

Gujarati 

and English 

(Parsi characters) 



Haida 

Hakka 

Hausa 

Hebrew , 

with Bulgarian 

with English ., 

with French ..... 

with German ., 

with Hungarian 

with Italian ..... 

with Polish ..... 

with Rnss 

w-th Turkisli .. 

Hindi (KaitUi) 

(Nagri) 



Hindustani (Roiiifai) .. 
with English 



8,086 

119,571 

7,625 

1,545,782 



76,117 



4,135,332 



46,522 
5,506 



428,682 



7,698 

5,036 

26,263 



5,000 
15,100 



(Nagri) 



26,800 

21,120 

3,000 



New Tests, 
and N. T. 
and Psalms. 



4,000 
11,030 



1,162,681 



5,000 



13,890 

53,100 

1,500 

567,800 



1,010,938 
5,000 



26,682,410 



4,000 
16,104 
55,000 

2,020 



8,500 

60,077 

501,001 

140,650 

5,729,467 

5,040 

25,640 



18,070 
85','6i'9 



18,000 
10,464,898 



10,000 
3,206 



210,024 
18,502 

3,000 
12,000 

3,250 
45,294 



2.35,267 
2,000 



18,550 
1,751 



87,118 



3,500 
91,726 
28,788 
19,602 

2,000 



Portions. 



3,000 



2,000 

3,512 

8,657,977 

1,506 

4,014 

78,040 

3,000 

14,650 

61,050 



845,200 

1,000 

811,853 



2,500 

5,938,845 

42,344 

6,007 
13,030 

6,590 



2.100 
4,026 
9,000 
525 
5,084 
8,825 



52,000 

140,850 

4,463,858 



10,000 
2,631 



7,582 

8,809 

39,520 

1,784,818 

8,000 



1,022 

1,500 

41,165 



2,080 

1,000 

898,876 

1,200 

517 

187,828 

8,000 

498 

506 

10,200 

6,410 

576,847 

1,000 

832 



114,486 

5,000 

17,000 

6,000 

28,194 

2,500 

321,800 

680,470 

67,412 

14,100 

.-. 5.000 



Total. 



8,000 

4,000 

11,030 

2,000 

3,512 

4,918,836 

1,506 

4,014 

78,040 

8,000 

38,590 

124.175 

1,500 

1,132,350 

1,000 

2,195,035 

5,000 

2,500 

59,941,668 

42,344 

6,007 

17,030 

28,971 

55,000 

4,120 

4,026 

9,000 

525 

5,084 

7,325 

68,163 

672,572 

288,625 

11,788,607 

5,040 

25,640 

10,000 

18,070 

2,031 

161,136 

7,582 

8,809 

62,520 

16,884,543 

3,000 

10,000 

3,206 

1,022 

1,500 

261,179 

18,502 

3,000 

12,000 

8,250 

47,824 

1,000 

680,165 

3,200 

517 

161,878 

8,000 

2,249 

506 

10,200 

5,410 

1,087,597 

1,000 

8,030 

5,035 

140,699 

5,000 

17,000 

11,000 

43,294 

2,500 

323,800 

748,995 

112,265 

36,602 

7,000 
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COMPEKDIUM. 
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Language. 



Hindustani (Arabic) 

(Persian] 

— — with English .... 

(Madras) 

Hungarian : 

laian 

Ibo 

Icelandic 

Igbira 

Indo-Portuguese 

Irish (Roman) 

(in Native characters). 

Iroquois 

Italian 

with Latin 

with English 

IttuGalla 

Japanese 

for the blind 

with English 

Javanese 

Jolof 

Judieo-German 

witti Hebrew 

JucUeo-Persian 

Judseo-Polish 

Jadffio-Spanish 

Eabyle 

Kafir 

Eaguru 

Kalinuk 

Karen TBghai) 

Karen f Pwo) 

Karen (S^au) 

Kashmiri 

Kazan Turki 

Khasi 

KimbundH , 

Kinika (Nyika) 

Kirghese Turki 

Koi 

Konkani 

Kumuki 

Kurd 

Kntchi 

Lapp(Russ) 

(Swedish) 

Latin 

Lepcha 

Lettish 

Llfu 

Lithuanian 

Livese 

Macedo (Roman) 

Magadhi 

Mafagasi 

Malay (Arabic) 

(Roman) 



Bibles 

and 

Old Teitt. 



9,020 
5,969 



285,487 
9,561 



10,000 
5,866 



897,076 



10,809 



25,000 



19,171 



Malayalam 

and English . 

and Sanscrit. 



Maliseet 

Maltese 

Mandingo 

Manchu 

Manks 

Marathi 

(in Modi characters) 

and English 

Mar6 (or Neugonese) 

Marwari - 

Mauritian Creole 

Maya 

Mende 

Mexican 

Mio-Mao .• 

Mohawk ».« 



46,406 

4,202 

18,000 



48,517 

7,000 

11,000 

16,000 



New Tests. 

andN.T. 

uid Psilms. 



5,000 
16,409 



60,000 
20,329 



2,000 

548,589 

1,000 



20,561 

 • • ••• 

11,000 

5,050 

81,498 



982,267 



59,817 



1,000 
2,144 



11,064 
6,000 



44,955 



400 

iiVoo'o 



7,800 



42,560 



288,718 

4,085 

58,118 



165,429 
16,000 
17,000 
58,200 



1,000 

2,250 

48,182 



4,047 



Portions. 



Total. 



188,679 


257,699 


496,114 


522,412 


4,000 


4.000 


121,080 


128,080 


227,524 


1,011,550 


505 


1,505 


4,044 


4,044 




80,112 


505 


505 


7,000 


18,000 


15,000 


80,050 


5,950 


98,309 


1,000 


1,000 


1.967,245 


8,836,587 


2,000 


2,000 


4,044 


4,044 


500 


500 


195,881 


266,007 


100 


100 


500 


500 


6,000 


7,000 


507 


507 


 •  4 •• 


2,144 


85,000 


60,000 


4,080 


4,030 


162,471 


178,586 


9,075 


15,075 


507 


507 


1,400 


65,526 


506 


506 


11,100 


11,100 


11,000 


11,000 


2,000 


2,000 


10,000 


10,000 


18,200 


18.600 


16,000 


15,000 


24,282 


85,372 


506 


506 


1,011 


1,011 


•••■•• 


7.800 


2.626 


2.526 


4,000 


4,000 


510 


510 


4,000 


4,000 


500 


600 


8.000 


8,000 


2,000 


2,000 


• •  •  • 


42.560 


2,000 


2,000 


80,186 


315,260 


4,047 


12.284 


«• • •«• 


66,118 


8,000 


3,000 


5,000 


6,000 


2,000 


2,000 


276,861 


490,807 


57,046 


80,046 


86,486 


64,436 


507,865 


682.066 


7,000 


7,000 


1,500 


1,500 


1,520 


1,520 


8,086 


8,086 


500 


600 




1,000 




7,260 


508,'556 


668.097 


59,005 


59.006 


6,500 


6,600 


12,020 


16,067 


1,000 


1,000 


6,501 


6,591 


1,619 


1.619 


:>6,056 


6,056 


250 


250 


9,311 


9,811 


I 2,000 


2,000 
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Languagre. 



Mongol 

Motu 

Muudari (K.0I) 

Naiiia 

Negro Dialect of Surinam 

Nepali 

New Zealand (or Maori).. 

Nguna 

NiaB 

Nicobai 

Nin^po (Colloquial) 

Nine 

Norwegian 

with English 

Nubian 

Nup6 

Oriya 

Otshi 

O^i-herero 

Pali 

Pangasinan 

Paivjabi 

Pushtu (or Afghan) 

Pedi 

Perm 

Persian 

Piedmont 

-— with Italian 

——with French 

Polish 

Popo 

Provencal 

Portuguese 

Qagutl 

Quichua. 

Rajmahali 

Rarotonga 

Rifl 

Romansch 

Rotuma 

Rouman 

Russ 

with Slavonic 

for the blind 

Ruthenian 

Saibai 

Samoa 

Samogitian 

Sangir 

Sanscrit-Bengali 

Sansciit-De va N^;ri 

Sanscrit-Oriya 

Santali 

Santali-Bengali 

Sechuana (Chuana) 

Servian 

Sesnto(Suto) 

Sindhi 

Sinhalese 

Slav6 

Slavonic 

with Bulgarian 

Slovak 

Slovenian 

Spanish 

for the blind 

—— with English 

—— with Latin ....• 

Spanish-Gipsy (Qitano) ., 

Sundanese 

Swahili 

Swedish w 

for the blind 

with English 

Syriac 

withCarahun 

Syijenion 

Taliiti 



Bibles 


New Tests. 


and 


and N. T. 


Old Teats. 


and Psalms. 




4,025 




2,029 




4,006 




8,030 


11,110 


86,110 




2,009 




11,680 


315,993 


741,368 


■■•••• 

4,00Q 


'.'.'.'.'. 


2,500 


3,000 




4,000 




500 




5,606 




6,012 




8,050 


14,090 


•  • • •  

41,117 




1,000 


136,227 


427,373 


94,498 


261,005 


19,'868 


l6,'605 


6,025 


18,220 




4,020 


26,854 


150,928 


68,626 


2,153,612 




80,435 




5,006 


55,858' 


20,279 




5,200 




2,000 




1,000 


17,212 


35,386 


15,089 


72,324 


10,120 


40,320 


28,000 


54,000 




824,533 




' 1,000 




26,184 




25,150 


855,895 


631,970 




4,965 


1,606 




»••••• 


6,056 


624,742 


2,339,983 




5,122 


4,606 


14,126 




2,000 


83,865 


18,164 



'Fprtions. 




530 

2,013 

36,570 

8,000 



26,000 

44,933 

2.020 

1,010 

1,000 

1,002 

12.060 

97,000 

26,297 

507 

2,533 

86,000 

18,118 

2,000 

8,508 

200,954 

14,981 



5,000 
148,989 



1,010 

2,030 

68,833 

8,542 

504 

385,224 

1,017 

2,000 

6,000 



1,081 



116,812 

2,554,175 

1,272,277 

721 

16,080 

800 



11,130 

16,000 

8,000 

1,000 

26,566 

7,000 



108,248 

4,000 

65,247 

142,000 
3,792 

838,385 



4,009 

51,500 

1,630,417 

225 



1,0^6 

1,000 

48,718 

362,428 

5 



5,000 
6,050 



4,555 

4,042 

86,570 

7,000 

8,030 

26,000 

141,160 

2,020 

1,010 

1,000 

3,011 

23,640 

1,164,366 

26,297 

507 

2,533 

40,000 

23,618 

6,000 

500 

8,503 

206,954 

20,993 

3,050 

5,000 

204,196 

1,000 

1,010 

2,030 

632,438 

3,642 

504 

740,722 

1,017 

2,000 

6,000 

29,973 

1,031 

19,245 

4,020 

299,594 

4,761,413 

1,352,712 

721 

21,080 

300 

75,637 

5,200 

13,130 

16,000 

9,000 

1,000 

25,566 

7,000 

52,598 

195,661 

54,440 

65,247 

219,000 

3,792 

1,162,918 

1,000 

29,184 

76,650 

2,618,282 

225 

4,965 

1,000 

1,006 

1,000 

48,768 

3,327,163 

6 

5,122 

18,126 

2,000 

5,000 

57.579 
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LangvA^. 



Taiiiil 

with English 

Tekke Turcoman 

Telugu 

with English 

with Sanscrit 

Temne 

Tibet 

TigT6 

Tinnd 

Tonga 

Tnkudh 

Tulu 

Turki ( Astrakhaij) 

Turkish 

with English 

with Frt'nch 

with Italian 

(in Greek characters) 

(in Armenian characters) 

Uzbek Turki 

Vaud ois with French 

Welsh 

with English 

for the blind 

Wend 

Lower Dialect 

Hungarian 

Wogul 

Wotjak 

Taligan 

Yao 

Yoruba , 

Zulu 



BibiM 

and 

Old Tescs. 



110,500 



81,300 



1,< 



New Tests. 

and N. T. 

And Psalms. 



208,500 



42,000 



15",i7(j 


1,010 
20,100 


2,51fi 
12,600 


l','4i"9 
26,150 


11*000 


29','945 
16,287 


020,'386 


1,515,590 
160,979 


10,000 


8,000 
6,000 
8,000 


'560 


4.124 
1,535 



Portionc. 


Total. 


2,421,650 


2,740,650 


34,500 


34,600 


3,535 


S,6S6 


1,044,000 


1,118,800 


10,000 


10,000 


5,000 


5,000 


6,005 


6.005 


30,028 


30,023 


1,000 


1,000 


1,767 


2,777 




85,276 


5,896 


5,896 


7,200 


7,200 


15,485 


19,420 


98,251 


136,901 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


37,222 


78,167 


5,020 


21,307 


3,010 


8,010 


3,020 


3,020 


148,892 


2,684,862 


•••••• 


160,979 


200 


200 




18,000 




5,000 




8,000 


3,606 


3,000 


3,000 


3,000 


2,529 


2,529 


5,068 


5,068 


72,059 


76,183 


5,786 


7,771 



List of Editions of tlis Scriptures printed or completed during 

the Year 1891-92. 



Language. 


Bibles and 
Old Tests. 


.' New Tests, 
and N. T. 
, and Psalms. 


Portions. 


Ainu 






! 504 


Albanian (Tosk) .... 




— 


2,000 


Arabic 


1,925 


1,708 


14,441 


,, (Hebrew character) . 






2,000 


Bengali 


9,000 


6,000 


72,200 


,, Mussulman 


1 




7,000 


Bohemian 


2,000 


15,274 


24,274 


Canarese 


1 


— 


20,000 


,, with Sanskrit . 




— 


3,000 


Chamba 






1,000 


Chinese 


5,678 


2,628 


265,500 


 Corcan with Chinese 


^^ 





8,000 


' Croat 




5,000 


15,000 


' Danish ...... 


30,000 


30,000 


35,000 


Dutch 


30,100 




5,000 


English 


561,461 


426,980 


282,641 


,, for the Blind 


— 




2,828 


Flemish 


— 


— 


5,500 


French 


24,448 


89,000 


140,239 


,, with English 


— . 


3,030 


— 


Ganda 1 


— 


— 


7,098 


German 


80,810 


228,698 


84,879 


Gogo 


— 




615 


Greek, Ancient 




— 


10,160 


„ Modem 


3,100 


— • 


15,297 
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Language. 



Bibles and 
Old Tests. 



New Tests. 

and N. T. 

and Psalms. 



Portions. 



  1 

Haida ! — 




506 ' 


Hakka 









700 ' 


Hebrew 




10,000 


5,720 


42,281 , 


„ with German 








8,000 1 


Hindi, Kaithi 






— 


3,000 ' 


Hindustani, Persian 








35,000 ! 


Hungarian .... 




, 10,000 


30,000 


20,000 j 

M yv ^ 


laian 




1 

1 





505 


Igbira 




1 




505 , 


Italian . . • • 




1 13,710 




95,390 


Judaeo-Polish , 




1 




13,044 ! 


Judseo-Spanish 




1 
1 




3,075 ! 

1 


Kafir .... 




1 


10,148 




Kazan Turki . 




1 
1 




5,000 


Kliasi .... 








4,058 


Lettish .... 




, 5,412 


17,268 


15,000 ' 


Malagasi 




1 
1 


506 


155 , 

M /\ /V /% t 


Malay, Roman 




1 

1 


. 


1,000 


Malayalam . 




1 


1 

1 


22,600 


Marathi. 




2,000 




88,000 


Motu .... 




— 


2,029 


1,013 


Mundari. 




t 


— 


2,000 


Norwegian 




20,000 


; 21,000 


^^^ 


Panjabi .... 




— 




2,000 


Faslitu .... 




— 


1 


3,023 


Persian .... 




— 


— 


32,569 


Polish .... 




5,000 


1 5,262 


14,333 


Pope .... 




— 


1 


505 


Portuguese 




— 


15,070 


1,500 


Rouman. 




— 


5,050 


4,050 


Buss .... 




— 


79,000 


55,000 


„ with Slavonic . 






5,000 


72,000 


Sangir 






— 


20 


Santali .... 






— 


2,000 


Santall-Bengali 




— 




2,000 


Sechuaua 




— 


10,142 


— 


Servian .... 




— 


5,070 


7,070 


Sinhalese 




3,000 


6,000 


30,000 


Slave 






— 


* 605 


Slavonic. 






2,000 


130,000 


Slovak 




— 


5,184 


4,000 


Spanish ..... 




10,000 


10,000 


— 


Swahili .... 




— 




14,735 


Swedish. 




5,190 


4,851 




Tamil .... 






— 


103,500 


Telugu .... 






— 


10,100 


1 Temne .... 








605 


, Tukudh .... 




— 




506 


Tulu .... 




— 


— 


4,000 


Tnrki (Abtrakhan). 




2,516 




6,039 


Turkish 








2,600 


Turkish in Greek characters 






5,000 


6,000 


Uzbek Turki .... 




1 _^_ 
1 




3,010 


Welsh .... 




17,246 


18,500 


900 


„ with English. 




— 


. 21,815 


— 


Yao .... 








2,026 
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a E A N T S 



VOTED BY THE COMMITrEB IN MONEY, OR IN BOOKS, FREE OE AT SFECIAL 

REDUCTIONS, 

Between April 1, 1891, and March 3.1, 1892. 



DOMESTIC. 

To Day and Sunday Schools, 

4,836 copies in English and Welsh 

12,330 ditto, at reduced prices 

Loss on Sales at reduced prices to Schools and the Poor 

Ditto to Seamen 

Discounts to Subscribers 

Ditto to Sundry Societies and Individuals .... 

Ditto to Trade Depdts 

Loss on Penny Testament 

To Correspondents, for Bible Classes, 

1,687 copies in English and Welsh . . . . 

1,345 ditto, at reduced prices 

To Sundry Theological and Literary Institutions, 

246 copies Ij. various languages 

Special to Theological Students in Colleges, 

473 copies in Ancient Greek, Hebrew, Latin, and English 
Loss on Sales at reduced prices to Colleges and Students . 
To Sundry Charitable Institutions and Missions, 

2,061 copies in various languages 

1,653 ditto, at reduced prices 

To Correspondents and Institutions for the Blind, 

153 copies, including 48 at half price 

To Correspondents, for Emigrants, Soldiers, Sailors, &c., 

4,283 copies in various languages, including 675 at half price 
To Correspondents, for use in Hospitals, &c. , 

391 copies in various languages, including 122 at half 

price 

To Correspondents, for distribution to Hop-pickers, 

700 copies in English, including 400 at half price 
To Correspondents, for Hotels, Railway Stations, &c., 

612 copies in English, including 172 at half price 
To the London City Mission, 

124 copies in English, Hebrew, and Jud^eo-German 
To the Open Air Mission, 

2,500 copies in English 

To the British Jews* Society, 

208 copies in English at half price .... 
To the Missions to Seamen, 

4,586 copies in English, French, German, Greek, Italian, 
Norwegian, Portuguese, and Swedish 

Towards colportage operations 
To the Thames Churcn Mission, 

Lo8» on Sales at reduced prices to Seamen . 

Towards colportage operations 
To the British and Foreign Sailors* Society, 

2,000 copies in English, German, and Swedish 

Towards colportage operations 
To the Rev. D. A. Herschell, 

Loss on Sales at reduced prices to Seamen . 



Carried forward 



£ 8. d. 

153 Id 4 

226 14 1 

2,178 6 11 

23 3 '6 

19 13 11 

1,756 6 6 

2,513 18 10 

623 14 1 


46 
29 


8 

1 


2 

1 


17 


8 


7 


67 
2 


9 
5 


5 
3 


32 
30 


18 
18 


10 



26 


1 


4 


104 


3 


6 


13 


12 


1 


1 


15 


5 


14 


13 


6 


10 


5 





6 


4 


6 


5 


1 


6 


17 
100 


4 



1 



10 
200 


14 



8 



5 
100 


4 



2 



43 


11 


2 



£8,380 11 5 
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£ n, d. 
Brought forward . 8,380 11 6 
To Sundry Correspondents in Great Britain, 

11,218 copies in various languages, including 1,768 at 
reduced prices, and 73 for the Blind 366 10 1 

MISCELLANEOUS MONEY GRANTS. 

To the London Bible and Domestic Female Mission 
To the Rev. E. S. Prout, for colportage on the Wear 

To ditto, for colportage on the Tyne 
To the Rev. Carr J. Glyn, for colportage in Dorset 
To the Blackburn Auxiliary, for colportage . 
To the Manchester Auxiliary, for colportage 
To the Newcastle Auxiliary, allowance on Sales . 
To the Ladies* Auxiliary, Hamburg, for colportage 



846 12 6 

10 

10 

10 

20 

50 

3 15 9 

25 



To Sundry Correspondents on the Continent of Europe, 

824 copies in English, French, German, Italian, and 

Spanish 28 19 11 

ASIA. 

To the Allahabad Auxiliary, 

513 reams of printing paper ....... 86 5 6 

To the Bangalore Auxiliary, 

1,616 copies in various languages 122 9 8 

170 reams of printing paper 82 10 2 

To the Calcutta Auxiliary, 

11,114 copies in various languages 458 5 5 

1,972 reams of printing paper 441 12 7 

Towards colportage and general operations .... 1,100 

For female colportage 140 2 

To the Bombay Auxiliary, 

9,858 copies in various languages 462 2 3 

380 reams of printing paper 147 15 2 

Towards colportage operations 522 

Towards piinting operations 150 

To the Madras Auxiliary, 

18,683 copies in various languages 338 

1,899 reams of printing paper . . . . 521 13 7 

Towards colportage operations 1,200 

To the North India Auxiliary, 

4,663 copies in English and Hindustani .... 276 11 10 

Towards printing and general operations . .' . 1,600 

Towards translation expenses 153 12 

To the Panjab Auxiliary, 

6,343 copies in various languages 165 7 5 

564 reams of printing paper 143 9 6 

Towards colportage operations . 500 

Towaida expenses of Gurmukhi revision .... 100 

For female colportage . . . 100 13 

To the Kandy Auxiliary, 

32 specimens of languages ... . . . 13 9 

For female colportage 53 12 6 

To the Colombo Auxiliary, 

Towards expenses of Sinhalese printing . . 100 

For female colportage 128 2 

To the Jaffna Auxiliary, 

895 conies in English 10 18 6 

Towards colportage operations 100 

For female colportage 189 19 8 

Carried forward . £19,097 5 9 

E E 2 
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To the Chnrch Missionary Society, 
250 copies in Ainu . 

To Dr. A. Schreiber, 

2,000 copies in Batta (Toba) 



Brought forward . 19,097 



8, d. 
5 9 



22 5 7 

70 1 



FOB FEMALE COLPORTAGE, BESIDES GRANTS TO AUXILIARIES. 

To the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

To ditto, Ladies' Association 

To the Church Missionary Society 

To the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society 

To the London Missionary Society 

To the "Wesleyan Missionary Society .... 
To ditto, Ladies' Auxiliary 

To the Baptist Missionary Society : Ladies' Association 

To the General Baptist Missionary Society . 

To the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission ... 

To the British Syrian Schools and Bible Mission 

To the London Bible and Domestic Female Mission . 

To the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Mission 

To the American United Presbyterian Mission, Egypt 

To Gossner's Mission in India 

To the Danish Mission in Madras 

To the Free Church, Scotland, Ladies' Society . 

To the Reformed Pi^byterian Synod (Ireland) Foreign Mission 



86 11 





126 1 





86 12 


6 


118 11 





108 12 





107 10 


9 


119 14 


9 


102 19 


6 


46 15 


7 


144 





144 





144 





126 18 





128 15 





91 1 





28 16 





94 1 





6 






To Sundry Correspondents in Asia, 
976 copies in various languages 



16 5 5 



AFRICA 

To the Church Missionary Society, 

10,195 copies in various languages . . . S44 

To the Universities* Mission to Central Africa, 

5,305 copies in Swahili and Yao 387 

To the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 

946 copies in Popo and Acra .90 

To the Basle Missionary Society, 

330 copies in English and Otshi 35 

For female colportage 105 

To the Madagascar Bible Committee, 

30,900 copies in Malagasi 782 

To the Mauiitius Auxiliary, 

700 copies in Mauritian Creole 6 

Towards colportage operations 100 

For female colportage 27 

To the South Africa Auxiliary, 

Towards colportage operations 100 

Allowance on sales 354 

To the Baptist Missionary Society, 

434 copies in various languages ... 13 

To the Rev. A. Mabille, 

2,000 copies in Sesuto 77 

To the London Missionary Society, 

4,000 copies in Sechuana 821 

Carried forward . JS23,714 



3 2 

2 .c* 

13 6 

5 U 
13 6 

11 6 

19 8 



16 

(• 

15 11 

6 

8 f 

7 



1892.] 



GEAKTS. 



421 



8, d, 
7 













AUSTRALASIA. 

To the London Missionary Society, 

3,926 copies inSamoan, Uveau, and Motu 
To the late Rbv. J. Calvert, 

600 copies in Rotuman .... 
To the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 

729 copies in Fijian and Hindustani 
To the Canterbuiy, New Zealand, Auxiliary, 

Towards depreciation of stock 
To the Sydney Auxiliary, 

Towards printing of Futuna Scriptures . 
To the Otaffo Bible Society, 

Towards printing of ]> gunese Scriptures 



Total 








Brought forward .23,714 
To the Rev. R. H. Weakley, Alexandria, 

Towards native colportage operations 400 

For pilgrim distribution 35 

To Rev. J. Martin, 

Towards colportage operations 

To tho Swedish Mission in Massowah, 

For Bible work in Abyssinia 

To the Berlin Mission, 

2,000 copies in Sechuana and Pedi 

To the London Jews' Society, 

100 copies in Hebrew at half price 

To the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 

78 copies in English, Kafir, and Sesuto .... 
To Sundry Correspondents in Africa, 

997 copies in various languages 25 1 4 



20 
18 



134 3 8 



2 10 



6 13 



115 10 2 








AMERICA. 

To the Montreal Auxiliary, 

Towards expenses of Scripture distribution ... 

To the Quebec Auxiliary, 

Towards colportage operations 150 

Towards general operations 150 

To the St. John, New Brunswick, Auxiliary, 

Towards expenses of Travelling Agent 25 

To the Halifax, Nova Scotia, Auxiliary, 

Towards expenses of Travelling Agent .... 25 

To the Valparaiso Auxiliary, 

2,369 copies in various languages 187 3 6 

Discount on Sales 98 19 1 

Towards colportage operations 350 

To Sundry Correspondents in America, 

1,012 cojues m various languages 19 15 8 

WEST INDIES. 
To the Bahamas Auxiliary,' 

Towards colportage operations 

To the Berbice Auxiliary, 

Towards colportage operations 

To the British Guiana Auxiliary, 

Towards colportage operations 

To the Kingston Auxiliary, . 

Towards expenses of Exhibition 

To Sundry Correspondents, 

2,237 copies in various languages 



10 








50 








50 








11 





7 


40 


2 


8 



427 


9 


52 17 


9 


210 17 





15 





21 3 


6 


50 






£26,414 19 3 
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CONDENSED STATEMENT of the RECEIPTS 

FOR THE Year ending 



Receipts. 

X 8. d. 
Annual Subscriptions, Donations, and Collections 

(paid in London) 21,508 3 11 

Legacies (paid in London) 23,833 4 9 

Dividends on stock, interest, exchange, &c. . . . 8,466 17 2 

Free Contributions, from Auxiliary Societies . . 60,476 8 3 



Free Income at the disposal of the Committee . <£! 14,284 14 1 

Receipts from Sales of Scriptures. 

Auxiliary Societies . ... . . 29,297 11 8 

Society's Dep6t in London . . 6,284 7 7 

Other Societies 9,438 15 2 

Sales in the Society's Foreign Agencies 51,851 1 3 

— '■ 96,871 15 8 



Receipts from Usual Sources . . £211,156 9 9 

Roxburgh Fund, dividend 1112 

For preparing, printing, and binding the Scriptures 116 18 3 



Total Net Receipts .... £211,384 10 



Extracted from the Audited Cash Account 
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AND PAYMENTS OF the SOCIETY 
March 31, 1892. 



2 



Payments. 

£ 8, d. 

For paper, printing and binding the Scriptures in 
various languages, including charges for translation 
and editorial expenses* 121, 013 39 

For Dep6t expenses in various parts of the world, 
including salaries and travelling expenses of foreign 
Agents, rent, carriage, insurance, <fec. , . . 48,536 14 1 

For salaries of Colporteurs, including; travelling ex- 

penges 38,116 16 

For grants to various Auxiliary Societies, including 
votes to sundry Seamen's Societies and allowances 
for Bible- women at home and abroad 

For editing and printing the Annual Report, Monthly 
Reporter, and Gleanings ; for stationery, apd books 
and papers for Auxiliary Societies, <fec. 

For office expenses, taxes, salaries of Secretaries, 
12 District Secretaries, and other officers, together 
with travelling expenses of the District Secretaries, 
and Deputations sanctioned by the Committee . 13,667 15 1 



8,272 7 4 



5,075 7 9- 



Payments on General Account , ,£234,682 4 2 
Roxburgh Fund, for Colportage in Bengal . . 100 



Total Net Payments 



published in the Society's Annual Report. 



. £234,782 4 2 
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INDEX 



TO THE 



EIOHTY-EIGHTH REPORT 



OF THE 



BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



1892. 



{The * Popular* Edition heu not Appendices A, A*, and 0.) 



Abyssinia ..... 

Adelaide (South Australia Auxiliary) 

Aden ..... 

Africa, East .... 

Africa, South, the Auxiliaries and Branches 

Afirica, West, the Auxiliaries 

Agents and Agencies, Foreign 

Albania and Macedonia 

Alexandria ..... 

Algeria and Tunis .... 

Allahabad ..... 

America, British North, Auxiliaries 

American Bible Society 

Angola ..... 

Annual meeting, abstract of proceedings 

Antigua Auxilmry .... 

Antioch ..... 

Antwerp, colportage on emigrant ships . 

Appendix A, Colportage talues. Foreign Depdts, &c. 

Appendix A*, Supplementary tables of circulation, languages, &c. 

Appendix B, a record of translation and revision 

Appendix C, Auxiliary and Branch Societies, Bemittances, kc 

Arabia and Abyssinia 

Argentine Republic 

Armidale Auxiliary 

Asia, Central 

Asia Minor and its Islands 



PAGE 
191 

286 
192 
171-173 
159-164 
166-169 
(P. 409) 444, iv 
140, sq. 
178 
149-152 
206 
307-318 
872 
168 
ix 

806 

187 

21 

876 sq. 

404 sq. 

412 sq. 

191-199 

296-299- 

26& 

181 

143 



(P. 377) 



INDEX. 
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Australia . . . . * . . . ... 

Eastern Agency (264) : — New South Wales, 266 ; Queensland . 
Western Agency : — ^Victoria, 280 ; Southern Australia, 286 ; Western 
Australia, Tasmania ....... 

Australia (South) Auxiliary and Branches ..... 

Austria-Hungary ......... 

Auxiliaries and Branch Societies {Appendix G\ England, 1 ; Wales, 32 ; 
Ireland, Scotland, Europe, 41 ; Africa, 42 ; Asia, 44 ; Australia, 45 ; 
New Zealand, 52 ; West Indies, 53 ; British North America 
Auxiliaries, Branch Societies and Associations, remittances from (Appendix 
C), England, 73 ; Wales, 95 ; Ireland, Scotland, 98 ; Colonies, &c., 
99 ; summary of the remittances ..... 



PAQK 

264 8q. 
272 

289 

286 

41-57 



54 



102 



Baden ...... 








32 


Baedeker, Dr., Bible work among Siberian exiles 








127 


Baj^hdad 








201 


Bi^ama Islands Auxiliary 








306 


Ballarat Auxiliary ..... 








283 


Baltic Provinces ..... 








106 


Bangalore Auxiliary ..... 








209-211 


Barbados Auxiliary .... 








304 


Basutoland, Bible work among the Basutos 








163 


Bathurst (Western Auxiliary, Australia) 








272 


Bavaria ....... 








33 


Beechworth Auxiliary and Branches 








284 


Beirut, issues and Depdt sales 








186 


Belgian Evangelization Society 








22 


Belgium ...... 








18-28 


Benevolent Fund, contributions to the (Appendix C) 








131 


Bequests, notice respecting and form of 

Berbioe Auxiliary ...... 








xvii 
302 


Bergen ...... 








97 


Bermudas Auxiliary .... 








306 


Bessarabia ...... 








115 


Bible-women in the East 








. 219-224 


Bibles, Testaments, &c., on sale, price list of . 








xix 


Bithynia ...... 

Black River (St. Elizabeth Auxiliary) . 


• 






142 


• 






305 


Bohemia ...... 








46 


Bombay Auxiliary ..... 








211-214 


Bosnia ...... 








52 


Braithwaite, Mr. George. See Japan 








260 


Brazil ....... 








299-301 


Brest ....... 








9 


Brisbane (Queensland Auxiliary), and Branches 








27a 


Brittany ...... 








9 


Brunswick, New, Auxiliarv 








314 


Brussels ...... 








22 


Bryant, Mr. See North China . 








242 


Bukowina ...... 








48- 


Bulgaria ...... 


1 I 




• 


. 138, »gr. 


Burma . 230-234 


Cairo 179 


Calais ....... 






 


14 


Calcutta Auxiliary . . : . . 








207 


Canada, Upper, Auxiliary and Branches 




4 




307 


Canary Islands ...... 








155 


Canton . . ..... 






• 


258 


Cape Coast Auxiliary ..... 




 




156 



42 r; 



INDEX, 



Capo Town . . . . , 

Cash account, abstract of {Appendix C) 

Castries (St Lucia Auxiliary) 

Cej-lon 

Che-Eiang . 

Chih-Li 

Chili and Peru 

China 

North China . 

Central and South China 
Christiania . 
Christiansand 
Circulation, &c., supplementar}' tables of {Appendix 
Clarence River Auxiliary . 
Collections {AppeTuiix C) . 
Colombo ... 
Colportage tables, {AppendtK A) S76 sq, 
Committee, list of general 
Conclusion of Report 
Congo 

Constantinople 

Continental Deputational Tours, Rev. J. Thomas 
Contributors, list of {Appendix C) 
Corsica 

Cossacks, Country of the Don 
Costa Rica . 
Crimea 
Croatia 

Cumberland Auxiliary (Australia) 
Cyprus and Crete . 



A*) 



; summary of 



PAGE 

160 

103 

805 

225-230 

254 

247 

296 

242 

243-252 

252-260 

94 

95 

404 

267 

127 

228 

894 

V 

374 
157 

186 0^. 
368 

185 «9, 
12 
120 
808 
116 
51 
267 

145 ftq. 



Dahomey ..... 

Damascus ..... 

Danish Bible Society 

Davidson, Mr. See Russia in Asia 

Davidson, Rev. George, M.A. See Australia 

Demerara Auxiliary 

Denmark ..... 

Depdts, list of Foreign {Appendix A) 

Depdts of Auxiliary Societies 

Deputations, notice respecting 

District Secretaries, list of, vi ; reports . 

Dahl Pastor and Mr. Duo. See Stavanger 

Dunedin (centre of Otago Bible Society) 

Durban — Natal, Auxiliary 

Dyer, Mr. See China 



(West) 



157 
188 
93 
122 
2S0 
802 
90-93 
896 

• « • 

Xlll 

• • 

Xll 

329 sq, 

97 

293 

163 

242 



Egypt . . . . • 

Ekaterineburg '..... 

Employ^' Savings Fund rules . 

English and Welsh Auxiliaries, 825 ; statistics 
District Secretaries' reports 
Cambridge District (Rev. Robert Black) . 
Metropolitan District (a) (Rev. David Brodie) 
_ Metropolitan District (b) (Rev. James Thomas) 
Midland District (Rev. R. G. Hunt) 
Northern District (Rev. Edward S- Prout) 
North-Eastem District (Rev. I. Raine) 
North Wales District (Rev. Dr. Lewis) . 



178-184 
127 
895 
828 
829 sq. 
849 
360 
362 
347 
329 
840 
342 



INDEX. 
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PAOB 


North- Western District TRev. Jelinger £. Symons) 


% • 


332 


South-Eastem District (Mr. G. T. Edwards) 


• • 


851 


South Wales District (Rev. Dr. Jones) 


9 


345 


South- Western District (Rev. Richard Perkins). . 


9 • 


855 


Yorkshire District (Rev. F. D. Thompson) 


• « 


335 


Expenditure, total, since the formation of the Society (Appendix 


o 


134 


* 

Fa RAH AisAH— In memoriam ..... 




153 


Fiji Islands ....... 




294 


Financial accounts ....... 




320 


^Finland, Grand Duchy of ..... 




105 


Florence ....... 




^Q 


Fontainebleau ....... 




15 


Foochow ........ 




256 


Foreign Agents, iv ; Agencies and Societies 


\P, 409) 


444 


France 




5-18 


Fredericton Auxiliary ...... 




315 


Fuh-Kicn . 




256 


Funds, 820 ; proceeds of sales, donations of £50 and upwards 
Funds, special, account of {Appendix C) . . . 




321 




121 



Galicia (Austria Hungary) 

Gan-Hwuy ...... 

Garni^, I'Abb^ — * La Ligue de L'Evangile ' . 

Geelong Auxiliary and Branches . 

Greneva ...... 

Genoa ...... 

German Bible, the revised 

Gicrmany ...... 

Gilmour, Rev. J., his death 

Gippsland Auxiliary .... 

Glanville, Mr. O de. See Burma 

Glasgow, New (Canada), Auxiliary 

Oleaningafor the Young (monthly), cost of copies to Auxiliaries, &c 

Gold Coast . . . ... 

Gospel in many Tongues, containing John iii. 16 in 296 languages 
Goulbum Auxiliary .... 

Governors, life {Appendix (7) . . . 

Orahamstown Auxiliary .... 

Grants (P. 418) 

xjiroece ...... 

Grelinger, Mr. H. ^See Holland . 

Grenada Auxiliary ..... 

Guiana, British, &c. . . . . 

Gympie Auxiliary .... 



48 

255 

6 

286 

17 

64 

27 

27-35 

252 

286 

230 

316 

xliii 

157 

xliii 

267 

133 

162 

453 

147-149 

24 

304 

302 

275 



Haffenden, Mr. J. See Malaysia 

Hainan 

Halifax, Nova Scotia Auxiliary 

Harar 

Hayti Auxiliary 

Hebrides (New) Auxiliary 

Helsiiigfors 



234 
259 
316 
196 
805 
294 
105 
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INDEX. 



Hibernian Bible Society . 

Hobart Auxiliary and Branches 

Hodgson, Rev. T. R. See Persia 

Holland 

Ho-Nan 

Hong-Eong 

Honorary appointments 

Honorary Life Governors 

Hu-Nan 

Hungary .... 

Hunter River Auxiliaries and Branches 

Hu-Peh .... 



I'AOR 

372 
290 
19» 
24-26 
255 
258 
318 

• • • • • 

▼II, vm 

255 

49 

268-26^ 
256 



Iceland ......... 

lUawara Auxiliary ....... 

India ........ 

Indies, West, Auxiliaries ....... 

Institutions aided ........ 

Introductory, General, and Statistical Statements for the year 
Ionia and the Islands ....... 

Ipswich Auxiliary (Australia) ...... 

Irbit ......... 

Issues, total, for the year, 2 ; details and comparative statement, 324 ; since 
the formation of the Society . . . (P. 411) 



93 

26» 

203-218 

303-806 

369 s^. 

1 

142 sq. 

275 

126 

446 

67-74 



Jaffa ..... 

Jaffna Auxiliary .... 

Jamaica. ..... 

Jameson, Rev. John. See Spain . 

Jansz's Javanese Old Testament translation 

Japan 

Java . 

Jebuti 

Jerusalem 

Joannina Depdt 



191 

225^. 

805 

74 

239 

260-268 

240 

195 

189 

141 



Kaffrabia, British, Auxiliary . 
Kalopothakes^ Dr., report 
Kandy Auxiliary, Ceylon . 
Kan-Su . . 

Kazan .... 

Renmure, Mr. See China 
Kharkov .... 
Kiang-Su .... 
Kiev ..... 
Kingston (Jamaica) Auxiliary 
Kirkpatrick, Mr. W. H. See Belgium 
Korea .... 

Kozlov .... 

Kwang-Si .... 
Kwang-Tung 



162 
148 
227 «?. 
251 
109 
242, 252 
117 
254 
116 
305 
18 
249 
107 
260 
258 



Laoos Auxiliary ..... 
Lahore, Panjab Auxiliary .... 
Languages and dialects, historical table of 
Launceston (Australia) Auxiliary and Branches 



157 

205 

(P. 394) 429 aq. 

. 289,290 



INDEX. 
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LAve}eye, Baron, his death 


PAGE 

19 


Lawfi and Regulations of the Society 


ix 


Legacies 823 (App&ndix C) . . . 


124 


Leghorn ...... 


65 


Library, additions to .... 


[P. 406) 441 


Linguistic tables, &c., supplementary {Appendix A*) 


. 404*9-. 


Lisbon ...... 


87 


Lithuania ...... 


106 


Liverpool Plains and New England Auxiliary and Branches . 270 


Lowitz, Rev. J. See Algeria and Tunis 


149 


Loyalty Islands . . . . . ' 


295 


Macedonia. 


140 


Mackay Auxiliary .... 


'. 276 


Mackintosh, Mr. W. See Morocco 


162 


Madagascar ...... 


. 164-168 


Madeira ....... 


88 


Madras Auxiliary ..... 


. 214-218 


Madrid ....... 


77 


Maitland (East) Auxiliary and Branches 


270 


Malaysia .... . i 


. 234-241 


Malta 


73 


Manchester (West Indies) Auxiliary 


306 


Manchuria ...... 


248 


Mandalay ....... 


232 


Maps, for list of, see reverse of Title-page. 




Maritzburg — ^Natal, Auxiliary 


162 


Marseilles ...... 


12 


Maryborough Auxiliary Branches 


277 


JIfary Jones, editions of . 


xliii 


Massowah ...... 


. 197 sq. 


Mauritius Auxiliary 


. 166-170 


Meille, Rev. A. See Italy 


67 


Melanesia and Polynesia .... 


293-295 


Melbourne (Victoria Auxilialy) .... 


280 


Members, life (Appendix Cf) . . . 


132 


Milan 


63 


Millard, Mr. H. E. See Austria- Hungary 


41 


Miramichi Ladies' Auxiliary 


315 


Mohn, Mr. See Bergen .... 


97 


Mongolia ...... 


252 


Monod, Mr. G. See France 


5 


Montreal Auxiliary ..... 


311 


Montserrat Auxiliary .... 


305 


Morocco ...... 


152-155 


Morrison, Mr. M. A. See South Russia 


111 


Moscow «... 


103 


Mount Barker Auxiliary ..... 


288 


Naples ...... 


69 


Nassau (Bahama Islands Auxiliary) 


802 


Nazareth ...... 


186 


Netherlands Bible Society 


29 


Newcastle Auxiliary (Australia) . 


275 


Newfoundland Auxiliary 


311 


New Guinea ..... 


298 


New South Wales Auxiliary at Sydney, and Branches 


265 


New Zealand ..... 


206 



430 



INDEX. 



Kicolson, Rev. W., M.A. See North Russia, 99 ; Russia in Asia 
Niue ........ 

Norway ........ 

Nova Scotia Auxiliary ...... 



PAGE 

122 

295 

93-99 

316 



Obituaky . 

Odessa 

Official staff 

Ontario, Western, Auxiliary 

Oporto . . . 

Orel .... 

Otago Bible Society 

Ottawa Auxiliary . 



818 
115 

V 

809 
88 
118 
293 
310 



Palestine ....... 

Pamphlets, &c., relating to the Society's work, list of 

Panjab Auxiliary. See Lahore . 

Paris ...... 

Payments and receipts, condensed statement of 
Pegu ...... 

Pjetursson, Bishop, his death 

jrersia ...... 

Perth (Canada) Auxiliary .... 

Perth (Western Australian Auxiliary and Brancheft) 

Jl uX U* • • • • • 

Pictou Auxiliary ..... 

Poland, Russian ..... 

P6rt Elizabeth Auxiliary .... 

Port Said ...... 

Portugal ...... 

President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and Chairman of Committee 



(P. 422-423) 



185 

xliii 

205 

7 

320 

233 

93 

199-208 

309 

289 

296 

317 

53 

101 

181, aq. 

86-90 

iv 



Quebec Auxiliary . . . . 

Queensland Auxiliary, Branches 

Rangoon ...... 

Raratonga ...... 

Ravn, Col. See Denmark 

Receipts, payments, &c. .... 

Heporter, Monthly, cost of copies to Auxiliaries, &c. 
Revision and translation, record of (Appendix B) 
Riazan Government * . ' . 
Riga DepSt . . . . . * 

Robiohns, Rev. H. T., M. A. See Australia, East, 1264 ; New 
Rockhampton Auxiliary .... 

Rome . . . 

Rostov on the Don ..... 

Roumania . . 

Russia in Asia ..... 

Russia, North ..... 

Russia, South ..... 



(P. 422-428) 
\^. 377) 

Zealand 



813 

272, sq. 

231 

295 

90 

320 

xliii 

412 

107 

107 

292 

277 sq. 

67 

120 

55 

122-132 

99-111 

111-121 



Samara Governtuont 
Samarkand . 
Samos 



110 
132 
145 



INDEX. 



431 







FA6B 




SaDtos, Rev. J. M. G. dos. Sw Brazil . .... 209 




Saratov Government . . . . 110 




Savoy . . . . . • . . 13 




Scotland, National Bible Society of • 373 




Scrip'tures in various languages; list of editions; editions printed or 




completed during the year . . . . (P. 412-417) 447-462 




Scutari Depdt . . • 141 




Serajevo ......... 


53 




Servia ......... 


54 




Seville ......... 


79 




Seychelles ......... 


169 




Shanghai Conference ....... 


253 


/ 


Shan-Si . . 


. 247, 261 




Shan-Tung ......... 


260 




Shen-Si ......... 


251 




Siberia, Central, 126 ; Eastern, 128 ; Western 


124 




Sierra Leone Auxiliary 


156 




Silesia . . . . 


33 




Singleton Auxiliary 


271 




Siqveland, Mr. See Christiansand 


96 




Slavonia ......... 


51 




Societies, Foreign ....... 


(P. 410) 445 




Societies, Kindred ........ 


372 




Society Islands ....... 


294 




Spain ......... 


74-85 




St. Elizabeth Auxiliary 


305 




St. Kitts Auxiliary ...... 


305 




St. Lucia Auxiliary ...... 


305 




St. Petersburg division ...... 


102 




Stavan<j;er ........ 


97 




Stewart, Rev. Robert. See Portugal .... 


85 




Subscribers' privileges ...... 


xlii 




Suez Canal ......... 


. 181, sq. 




Sweden ........ 


99 




Swedish Mission in Massowah ..... 


197 




Swiss Bible Society Union ..... 


50 




Switzerland ...... 


35-41 




Syria and Palestine ...... 


. 185-191 




Sze-Chuen .......... 256 




Tambov Government . . . . . . 107 




Tamworth (Liverpool Plains and New England Auxiliary) . 


270 




Tasmania Auxiliaries ...... 


289 




Thomson, Rev. A., D.D. See Turkey, 132 ; Greece . 


147 




Tobago Auxiliary ....... 


304 




Tomsk ........ 


127 




Toowomba Auxiliary ...... 


279 




Toronto (Upper Canada Auxiliary) .... 


307 




Tottie, Mr. H. See Sweden ..... 


99 




Toungu ........ 


232 




Townsville Auxiliary ...... 


279 




Translation and revision {Appendix B) . 


(P. 377) 412 




Transvaal ........ 


163 




Transylvania ....... 


51 




Trieste ........ 


62 




Trinidad Auxiliary ....... 


304 




Tromso ........ 


99 




Trondhjem ........ 


98 




Tula Government ....... 


107 




Tunis ........ 


119 



432 
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Turkestan 
Turkey 



PAGE 

131 
132-147 



Versailles ...... 

Vice-Presidents, Hst of, Iy ; names added during the year 

Victoria Auxiliary, 280 ; Branches 

Yiemia and neigbWii^ provinces 

Tjatka sub-De^t . 

Volga, valley of the 

VolUiardt, death of Colporteur 

Toluntary Helpers . 

Voronei 



15 
81i) 
282 
45 
10(? 
109, 110 
115 
867 
119 



Watt, Mr. James. See Germany, 27 ; Switzerland 



Weakley, Rev. R. H. See Egypt, 173 

and Abyssinia 
West Indies 

Westmoreland Mountains Auxiliary 
Wiirtemburg . 



Syria and Palestine, 185 ; Arabia 



35 

191 

303, sq. 

306 

82 



Yemen 



193 
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Turkestan 
Turkey 
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Versailles ...... 

Vice-Presidents, list of, iv ; names added during the year 

Victoria Auxiliary, 280 ; Branches 

Vienna and neighbouring provinces 

Yjatka sub-De^t . 

Volga, valley of the 

VolJbardt, death of Colporteur 

Toluntary Helpers . 

Voronej 



31!) 
282 
45 
10r» 
109, 110 
lie 
867 
119 



Watt, Mr. James. See Germany, 27 ; Switzerland 



Weakley, Rev. R. H. See Egypt, 173 

and Abyssinia 
West Indies 

Westmoreland Mountains Auxiliary 
Wiirtembui^ • 



Syria and Palestine, 185 ; Arabia 



35 

191 

303, sq. 

306 

S2 



Yemen 



193 
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